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f9&/-'^l MINUTES &c 

AT a meeting of the GENERAL ASSOCIATION 
OP NEW-HAMPSHIRE, at Newlpswicb, Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 18, 1831 ; 

PRESENT 

Mm. Mtmt. Frtm 

WilUaa Balchj "I jjavfrAJ// Mtociathn. 
Joel R. Arnold, / 

Noah Miles, Helle$ Aiteciatien* 

S^rTHatch,}^<'^««'- ^"^•'«- 

Seth S. Arnold, 1 jUonadnoc Auociatbm. 
Laban Ausvortfl, J 

Jonathan Ward, Plymouth Asaociatton* 

SlSrLiJd!"'"*} ^"^ ^'odiOion. 
Dniry Fairbanks Coo9 Associatioru 

Ira M. Old, General Assembly of the Presbyterim Ch» 
James Sabine, General Association of Massachusetts. 

StbJ!^; Y"^<^ Gmcntiim c/Fcrmont. 

Rev. John H. Church, Secretary i Rer* Abraham Bum- 
ham, Treasurer ; Rev. Richard mil. Minister of the place- 

Rev. Jonathan Ward was chosen Moderator ; Rev. Nadian 
Lord, Sciihe ; Rev. Seth & Arnold, Assistant Scribe. 

Prayer by the Moderator* 

Messrs* Church, r airbank, and Burnham were appointed 
Committee of Overtures- Their report was accepted^ 

Wednesday morning, 9 o'clock, wfs assigned tor the nar- 
ratives of the state of religion in the churched ; and Messrs* 
Church, Hatch, Nye, Fairbank, "Towne, and Sabine were 
•ppointed a Committee to prepare from them the usual Re- 
port to the Association, [AppenAx No. !•] 

Afceraoon. Rev. Mr* Church produced a copy of the 
Digest of d^ Records of the General Assembly ot th? Pres- 
byteriau Church| presented, by that body, to tbiy General 
Association. 



Voted^ That the thanks of this Association be returned 
to the General Assembly, for their favor by the hand of 
Itev. Mr. Church. 

Rev. Messrs. Asa M'FarUmd, D. D. William F. Rowland, 
John H. Church, Eli Smith, Walter Harris, Zedekiah S. 
barstow, Joseph Rowell, Roswell Shurdeff, Israel W. Put- 
nam, Moses Bradford, and Joseph Willard were chosen to 
certify the regular standing of ministers and candidates, who 
wish to travel into other parts of the United States. 

A document, presented by Rev. Mr« Alexander, concern- 
ing John Stoddard, was committed to Messrs. Church, Ains* 
worth, and Wheelock. 

Rev. Jonathan Ward preached before the Association 
from Daniel 2, 35. 

Messrs. Woods, Wheelock, and M*Keen were appointed 
to investigate the causes of the present low state of religion 
in the churches of this State. 

Rev* David L. Morril communicated information of bis 
services in the agency, to which he was appointed, at the 
last meetine of the Association, in behalf ot the widows* 
charitable lund. 

Wedneiday Mornings September 19, 1821« 

Messrs. Church, W. Harris, and M'Farland were ap* 
pointed a Committee to inquire into the platform of the con- 
gregational churches of this State, and report at the next 
meeting of the Association. 

The Committee, appointed for the purpose, reported Pem- 
broke, as the place ; and Haverhill Association, to designate 
a preacher^ for the next meeting of the Genera! Association. 
Report accepted* 

The following Delegates were appointed : 
Rev. Edward £• Parker,^ General Aseemblu of the Preiby- 

** David Sutherland, > terian Church; Philadelphia^ 
his substitute, J 3d Thureday of May ^ 1822. 

•• Rmwt C Hatch * I ^^^^^ Aseociation of Con- 

•• Jolm Sabin, 1 SuhsU- f ^'"^^^ ' Tolland, third 
•• Chester Colton,] tutes. J ^«^*^^ ^ June,\%22. 

Israel W. pSteam, 1 ^^^^ Jeeocmtion ofMis^ 
Nathl. Merrill,! Substi- T ^^^^^^/^^^ ^fprtngfield^Mh 
Joiuu French, J tutes. J ^^^'^ of June, 1822. 

Samt^SI^J, \General Convention of Jer^ 

Z. S. Barstow,! Substi- T T "^ V flT"'^' .Jn''' 
J. W. Claiy, i tutee. J ^^?' of September, 18S2. 
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Tlie Association then attended to the religious narratives. 

Messrs. Curtis, Wheeler, and Carpenter were appointed to 
prepare a Pastoral Letter to the churches, for the next year. 

Tkuraday Mormng^ September 20. 

Rev. Abraham Bumham was chosen Treasurer, and Rev. 
Dr. M'Farland, Auditor, for the ensuing year. 

Messrs. Abbot, Miles, and Merrill, who had been ap- 
pointed to devise and report measures for promoting the fel- 
lowship of the churches, requested, that a new Committee 
might be chosen for this purpose, to report at the next meet- 
ing of the Association* 

Messrs. £. P. Bradford, N. Lord, and E. Cheever were 
accordingly appointed* 

The Committee for investigatix^ the causes of the present 
low state of religion, submitted a Report, which was ordered 
to be printed, and distributed among the churches, within the 
limits of the General Association. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the extract from 
the minutes of the General Convention of Vermont, respect- 
tog Mr. John Stoddard, reported ; 

That it appears the said Stoddard obtained letters from 
the Rev. Eli. Smith, and the Rev. Joseph Rowell, members 
of the Committee, appointed by this General Association to 
certify the regular standing of Ministers who wish to travel ; 
but uiese letters, as the above named Brethren dedarCf 
were unfairly obtained, and merely referred to other certifi- 
cates in Mr. Stoddard's hands, and were not intended as any 
explicit recommendation of him as a preacher. Nor does it 
appear to your Committee, that the said Stoddard ought to 
be recommended as a minister, in regular standing, by any 
member of the certifying Committee of this Generid Associ- 
ation. Iliercfore voted, as the opinion of this Association, 
that the said letters of Mr. Smith, and Mr. Rowell, ought to 
be considered (with the concurrence of the signers, which 
has been expressed to your Committee,) as nuU and void, and 
not to be used by the said Stoddard, in imposing himself on 
any of the churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Accepted. 

Voted^ That the thanks of this General Association he 
prcsentcii to the Rev. Mr. Hall ; and, through him, to the 
members of his Society, for their respect and hospitality to 
'tit members of this body, and their friends ; and to the 



choir of singers, for their kind and highly interesting seivi- 
ces, on this occasion. 

Voted^ T}]at the Qieetings of the New-Hapipshire General 
Association be holden, hereafter, on die first Tuesday of 
September* 

JONATHAN WARD, Moderator. 

N. LORD, Scribe. 

S. S. ARNOLD, Assistant Scribe. 
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NO. L 

VARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

Through the good hand of our God, we have been favored 
with another anniversary. The year has rolled round, and 
many ten thousands are now sleeping in dust, who, one year 
ago, were acting their parts, on this busy stage. On occa- 
siom, like the present, we have sometimes had the pleasing 
satisfaction to enrich our report^ by rehearsing the mercy of 
our God, in causing wondeFful accessions to be made to our 
churches. Many who have listened to such joyful intelli- 
gence, have been abundantly refreshed, and have almost 
concluded that the days of darkness were ended* It will not 
be in our power so abundantly to refresh the hearts of God's 
people, at this time. We have many things to lament, we 
have many things to deplore. When we cast our eyes up- 
on the map of New-Hampriiire, and see how large a por* 
tion of the ««me is.destitute of regular, religious instruction ; 
when we look upon the msmy feeble chorchei, and hear their 
ertes far help, and see no way that help can be obtained ; in 
a word, when we look into our own hearts, and see how little 
of the fire of divine love glows therein ; and how many poor 
sinners round about us are wrapped in carnal security, going 
the downward road, we are almost ready to exclaim, that the 
mercy of God is clean gone. But 9top ; this *|jdoomy de- 
ftpondency*' is wrong ; it argues iniidelity. '^ "Hie Lord is 
good, his mercy is everlasting, and his truth endureth to all 
generations.'' We ma^' humbly speak of the goodness of 
^7od towards us, the year past Inaividual churches appear 
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to be awake \ the Coticett of Prayer is generally attend- 
ed ; charitable Societies and charitable individuals are mul- 
tiplyini;.; Sabbath Schools are common, and in lome places, 
attendra with wonderful effects. It never was known, iti 
tfiis tountry, until widiin a short lime, that certain portions 
of our farrias could be devoted to charitable purposes ; but 
the time has arrived, for the fact to be realised. Christian 
farmers have their missionaty fields, the proceeds of which 
arb to bless the pagan world. Some of our churches have 
been blessed with seasons of refreshing ; God has vouchsafed 
his gracious presence unto them ; and the hearts of his chil- 
dren have been made glad. While we forbear to mention a 
number of places, where a few mercy drops have been expe- 
rienced, we would promptly name the following towns^ 
which have been peculiarly distinguished for the effusions of 
divine grace ; Hampstcad, Temple, Bradford, Keene, Sulli- 
van, Lyme, Hanover, Badi, Claremont, and Hillsborough* 
In these places, many souls, We trust, have been bom into 
the kingdom, the last year ; and we are sure that the Lord 
will count, when he writeth up the people, that this and that 
man were bom there. In Lyme, the work has progressed, 
without tobise or confusion. The spirit has descended like 
riun upon the mown grass, and as showers that water the 
earth. More than one hundred converts have been the 
result, aeventy of whom have already made a public profes- 
sion of their laith In Christ. 

At Hanover, in the parish of the Rev. Mr. Towne, thene 
liave been wonderful displays of divine mercy. At the season 
of the jrear • when the time of the singii^ of birds arrives and 
the voice of the turtle is heard, a new song of praise issued 
from the lips of many, in that place. The work spread, with 
such rapidity, that it was thought, that five and sisc were the 
liopeful subjects of it, in one day. Surely God was there. 
It IS computed, that as many as one hundred souls have been 
converted unto God, during this revival. It is said, that those 
in the morning of life, have been the principal subjects of it. 
Ye, aged sinners, hear this, and tremble, lest it should prove 
true, that the eleventh hour is passed with you ! ! Dartmouth 
College, that seat of science, which rose into existence, at an 
early period of the settlement of that part of the State, where 
it is located, has ^gain been visited. The salt of divine grace 
has-OBce more been cast into it. We have reason therefore 
to believe, that the streams, which shall issue therefrom, will 
make glad the city of our God. Seventeen of the students 
have already made a public profession of religion ; others 
entertain a hope ; and numbers of the inhabitants, belonging 



t5 Professor Shiutleff's congregadoni arr rejoicing in the 
hope that their sins are pardonra. 

In die town of Bath too^ there have been manv trophies of 
victorious grace. One hundred and four have publidjr united 
themselves with the church ; and others ffive evidence, that 
they have been bom of God* On the whole ; viewing the 
moral situation of New-Hampshire, we have no reason to 
despond, but rather to thank God and take courage. 

Passing from our own territories, we would traverse, a 
little, those places, which are connected with us in bonds of 
christian fellowship. Within the bounds of the General 
Assembly^ there are flattering prospects. Many thousands of 
souls, within ihe limits of this extensive body, have been 
brought to a knowledge of the truth, the past ^ear* Ninety 
congregations, in eighteen Presbvteries, are said to hive been 
visited with copious showers. New churches and congrega- 
tions have been organized ; and there has been an increased 
attention to the outward means of grace. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton appears still to 
enjoy the smiles of an indulgent God. 

We did expect to enrich our Report with soul reviving 
news from the General Jlssociation of Connecticut ; but the 
delegation has failed. We can therefore only add a few 
words. This portion of our country has long been considered 
as an highly favored spot. Here 2ion has prospered ; here 
Jerusalem's walls have frequently been repaired. The last 
year has witnessed to this truth. More than one third of the 
congregations have been visited with divine influences, and 
five thousand converts are numbered as the pleasing lesult. 

From she GenerdKCJbsociaiion of MasMochueettB we hear 
favorable things. In the metropolis of that State, religion is 
gaining ground. Numbers manifest a deep concern for their 
precious and immortal souls ; but no extensive revival is 
named. The Theological Seminary at Andover prospers ; 
Sabbath schools are multiplied ; and charitable societies are 
numerous. 

With hearts filled with gratitude, we should mention the 
state of religion, within the bounds of the General Convention 
of Fermoni. Copious showers of divine mercy have recently 
Mllen on that section of America. The lame have been led 
to leap like the hart, and the tongue of the dumb has been 
made to sing. Thirty-seven towns have been named, which 
have experienced refreshing seasons ; and one thousand five 
hundred converts the result. Stout hearted sinners hitve been 
made to feel, and bold blasphemers forced to blush. Surely 
this Is the Lord's doing, and it is marveltous in oar eyes. 







l^rethren^ iii view of the whole ground, what shall we say I 
Shall we ezdaim, in the language of unbelief, there is a lion 
in the way, and we cannot go forward i This will not do.-^ 
Shall we bemoan, with some) and declare, that the time to 
favor Zion has not as yet arrived i No, for the signs of the 
times will not aDow it4 

Let us rather be mor6 <ingagedj let us be more fervent, in 
our pravem to God, that he wiU accomplish his purposes^ 
gather w lus ekct and 6ll the world with his praise ; even 
so, Amen* In behalf of the Committee, 

D. FAIRBANK. 
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ASSOCIATIONS 

OMTXV tft TH£ QENERJtL jaSSOCtATtOJf OF IfEm 

BAMPSHERE. 



DEERFIELD ASSOCIATION. 



CXfifcAtff. 

JSamsteadt 

Concord, 

Chichiesler, 

Candia, 

Deerfield, 

£psom, 

Gilmanton^ 

Loudon, 

Northwood, 

Pitufield, 



Pastors. 

Enos George 
Asa M^Farland, t>. d. 
Josiah Carpenter, 
Abraham Wheeler, 
Nathaniel Wells, 
Jona. Curtis, 
Luke A« Spofford, 
Enoch Corser, 
Josiah Prentice, 
Destitute* 



Communicants 
Males. Fern. Total* 

153 
S77 

trs 



58 


100 


132 


245 


69 


106 


28 


54 


34 


85 


30 


70 


27 


82 


12 


25 


9 


28 


399 


795 



8S 

119 

100 

109 

if 

S7 

1194 



HOLLES ASSOCIATION. 



Onwchet, 



Hdlis, 

Masoa* 

New 

Tem|4e, 



Pastors. 


Communicants^ 


Makfc Fea. Total* 


EU Smith, 






267 


Ebenezer Hill, 


38 


81 


119 


Richard HaU, 


93 


160 


253 


Noah Miles, 


20 


47 


67 



\15\\aw\ ICfe 
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HAVERHILL ASSOCIATION. 



Churclies. 

Atkinson 

Chester, 

Hampstead^ 

Londonderry) 

Pelharo^ 

Plaistow, 

Salem, 

Windham, 



Pastors. 



Joel R. Arnorld, 
John Kell;f , 
Edward ll Parker, 
John H. Church, 

William Balch, 
Samuel Harris, 



Communicants^ 

Bides. Fenu Totid. 

41 
5S 
69 
121 
101 
25 
40 



12 


29 


21 


34 


23 


46 


74 


47 


35 


66 


9 


16 


8 


32 


182 


2ro 



452 



HOPKINTON ASSOCIATION. 



Churches. 

Boicawen, E. P. 

Boscawen, W. P* 

Bradford, 

Canterbury, 

Sunbarton, 

Goff8town> 

Henniker, 

Hopkinton, 

Pembroke, 

Salisbury, 

Sandbomton, 

Warner^ 



Pastors* 

Samuel Wood, D. x>. 
Ebenezer Price, 

William Patrick, 
Walter Harris, 
Benjamin S. Pitman, 
Moses Sawyer, 
Roger C« Hatch^ 
Abraham Bumham, 
Thomas Worcester, 
Abraham Bodwell, 
John Woods, 



CommunicantSm 

Mates. Feai. Total. 

293 
12S 

35 
161 
118 
123 

84 
198 
IW 



[124 


169 1 


52 


76 


9 


26 


51 


110 


36 


82 


28 


95 


28 


56 


58 


140 


46 


126 1 



51 
33 



100 
68 



516 1048 



151 
101 

■■■"■■'^ 

1564 



David L. Morril, without pastoral charg[e< 
Christopher Paige, do. 



PLYMOUTH ASSOCIATION. 



Churches* 

Bridgewater, 

CamptOD, 

Groton, 

Hebron, 

Plymouth, 

Thornton, 



Pastors. 



A. P. Brown, 
William Rolfe, 

Jonathan Ward, 



Communicants. 

Males. Fem. Total. 

27 
90 
64 
42 

n 

17 

311 



11 


16 


37 


SZ 


27 


37 


19 


23 


23 


48 


8 


9 


125 


186 
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MONADNOCK ASSOCIATION. 



Churches. 

Acworth, 

Ist. in AUtead, 

2d. in Alstead, 

FitzwilUam, 

Gilsaniy 

Jaffrcy, 

jLccnCf 

Langdon, 

Marlborou^ 

Nelson, 

Rindge, 

Rozbuiy, 

Stoddard, 

Sullivaii^ 

Troy, 

Washington, 

Winchester, 



Pastors. 

Phinehas Cooke, 
Seth S. Arnold, 
Levi Lanckton, 
John Sabin, 

Laban Ainsworth, 
Zedekiah S. Baratow, 

Halloway Fish, 
Gad Newell, 



Isaac Robinson, 
William Muzzy, 

Broughton White, 
S. Bennet, 



Communicants. 

Malei. Fem. Total. 

2ir 

72 
42 

149 
39 
92 

194 
20 
7S 

149 



97 
80 

97 
106 



427 J 905 1 1439 



73 


1441 


18 


54 


16 


26 


53 


96 


14 


25 


37 


55 


49 


145 


9 


11 


29 


46 


50 


99 


28 


52 


31 
20 


66 


86 



PISCATAQUA ASSOCIATION. 



Churches. 

Brentwood, 

Dover, 

Durham, 

Epp'mg, 

Exeter, 1st Church, 

Exeter, 2d Church, 

Greenland, 

Hampton, 

Hamptonfalls, 

Kingston, 

North Hampton 

Portsmouth N. Ch. 

Portsmouth S. Ch* 

Raymond, 

Rochester^ 

Bye, 



Pastors. 

Chester Colton, 
Joseph W. Clary, 
Federal Burt, 

William F. Rowland, 
Isaac Hurd, 
Ephraim Abbot, 
Josiah Webster, 
Jacob Abbot, 
John Turner, 
Jonathan French* 
Israel W. Putnam, 
Nathan Parker, 
Stephen Bailey, 
Joseph Haven, 
Huntington Porter, 



Communicants. 

47 
58 
86 



27 

33 

143 



10 

12 

6 


37 
46 
20 


8 

6 

35 


19 

27 

108 


33 
22 


69 
125 


45 


90 


15 


41 


192 


582 

1 



102 
147 

135 

56 

774 



ORANGE ASSOCIATION. 



Churthei, 


Pattorit 


CommmicarUat 




Mtlu. rem. Total. 


Claremont, 


Jonadian Nye, 






90 


Coraibh, 


Joseph HoweU, 


59 


125 


184 


Dartmouth College, 


Roswell Shurtleff. 


42 


59 


101 


Hanover E. Parith, 


Joaiah Toinie, 


ts 


101 


15S 


HavethiU, 


Grant Povers, 


IT 


60 


rr 


Lebanon, 




40 


60 


100 


Lime, 


B. Perry, 

Jamee R. Wheelock, 


44 


94 


13« 


Newport^ 


99 


183 


28* 


Ozfoid, 


Sylveater Dana, 


S6 


US 


161 


Piermont, 


Blake. 


15 


19 


9« 


PlainieldMeridenP. Dana Clairea, 


as 


42 


rr 


PlainSeld Welt P. 


Micaiah Porter, 


4 


9 


IS 
















5i6 


864 


i«n 


UNION ASSOCIATION 


. 


Churches. 


Faslort, 


Comraaniecmtc. 
Main. feiB. TotaL 


Amhcm, 


Nathan Lord, 


ao 


130 


210 


Antrim, 
Deerins, 

Franccstowo, 


John M. Whttoa, 






in 


Moses Bradford, 


lOJ 


222 


32f 


Greenfield, 


John Walker, 


39 


64 


lOS 


Haneock, 










Hillsborough. 




n 


86 


13« 


Lyndelxirougli, 
Mmt Vernon, 


Nathaoiel Merrill, 


Tr 


133 


SIO 


Ebenezer Cheever, 


64 


149 


218 


New Souoi, 


EphraimP.Bndford, 












4If 


784 


1393 


CODS ASSOCIATION. 




Oittrchet. 


Aafsrs. 

J 


CoTrmunicanta. 

fmkt, Am. T»l*t. 


Bath, 


D«vid Sutherland, 


100 


134 


224 


Bethlehem, 




9 


15 


S4 


Colebrook, . 




r 


S2 


29 


Dalton, 




r 


14 


21 


Francnnia, 




3 


6 


9 




Joseph WiOaid, 
Oiu^ Faiitamk, 


15 


44 


59 


Littleton, 


SO 


25 


45 


Lyman E. 




IS 


14 


S6 


LymnnWi 










Percy, 




s 


6 


8 


Shelbonie, 














175 


270 


445 



EXTRACTS 



rBOM 



VaSS &E3SfV'ff3&S 



OF THB 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OF 



NlSiW.Ha»l¥9»H£&ll, 



▲SSBMBLEfi 



AT PEMBROKE^ 



SEPTEMBER S, ISSSL 



pimiu 



BOVEBi 

fBDITED BT J. MANN, FOR THB ASSOCUTIOX. 

1823. 






y (■- / ■. ■■ y 



' ^ 
y 



»^ 



lUSIf WSiS» &<^- 



At a meeting of the GENERAL ASSOCIATION 
OF NEJF- HAMPSHIRE, held at Pembroke, Tuesday, 
September 3, 1822, 

PRESENT^ 

From 
Coos Association. 




tev. Messrs. 

Dffirj Fairbanks, - 
Imiathan Curtis, - . 
ike A. Spofford, 
eaer Hill, - - 
John Kelley^ - - 
Samuel Harris, - - 
Moses Sawyer, - • 
Abraham Bodwell, - 
Isaac Robinson, - 
William Murry, 
Joseph RowelU - 
Baxter Perry, - - 
Joseph W. Clary, - 
Stephen Baily, - 
EbenezerCheever, - 
John M. Whiton, 



Deerfield Association. 

Hollis Association. 
N. H. Branch of 
Haverhill Association. 

Hopkinton Association. 
Monadnoc Association. 
Orange Association. 
Piscataqua Association. 
i Union Association. 



\ General Assembly of the 
i Presbyterian Church. 

Thomas A. Merrill, - ^ Gen. convention of Vermont^ 

Lather Rockwell, - > General Association of 

Hubbard Loomis, 3 Connecticut. 

Rufua Pomroy, * * ? General Association of 

John Codman, - - - 3 Massachusetts. 

John H. Church, Secretary. 

Abraham Burnham, Treasurer and Minister of tlie place. 

Rev. Ebenezer Hill was chosen Moderator j Rev. Joseph 
W. Clary, Scribe^ and Rev. Jonathan Curtis, Assistant 



Prayer by the Moderator. 
Messrs. Church, Kelley and Robinson were appointed 
Committee of Overtures. Their report was accepted. 



C 4 ] 

Wednesday^ 9 o'clock^ was assigned for the narra- 
tives of the state of religion in the churches ; and Messrs* 
Robinson^ Churchy Rockwell^ Pomeroy and Merrill 
were appointed a Committee to take minutes, and pre- 
pare from them the usual report. [Appendix No. l.J 

Messrs. Churchy Kelley and Bodwell were appointed 
a Committee to report on the expediency of a concert of 
prayer for the children of the kingdom and on the recip- 
rocal duties of the church, and the children of the cove- 
nant. Adjourned till 2 o'clock p. m. 

Afternoon. Delegates from foreign bodies made thdr 
report. 

The Committee appointed last year to prepare and re- 
port a Pastoral Letter, presented one, which was accept* 
ed. [Appendix No. 2.] 

Rev. John Kelley preached before the Association from 
Acts 27, 31. 

The report of the Treasurer was presented and ac- 
cepted. 

Messrs. Church, Harris and Rowel were appointed a 
Committee to revise the regulations of this Association. 

fVednesday mornings Sept. 4. 
The Committee of last year to inquire into the Plat- 
form of the Congregational Churches, reported in part i 
Their report was recommitted for next year. 

Votedy That it be eamestiy recommended to each As- 
sociation connected in this General Association, to pre- 
Eare, at their meeting next preceding the first of Septem- 
er annually, a narrative of revivals of religion, and other 
occurrences which may be worthy of being communicated 
to this body and preserved among their papers and rec- 
ords, which narratives shall be read by the delegates to 
this General Association. 

The Committee to whom was referred the appointment 
of a place for the meeting of the next year, and the As- 
sociation to furnish the preacher, reported Acworth as the 
' place, and Coos as the Association. 

Messrs. Robinson, White and Whiton were appointed 
to prepare a Pastoral Letter, to be reported next year. 

Thursday^ Sept. 5. 
The Committee to whom was referred the subject of a 



concert of prayer for the children of the kingdom^ made 

« report, in part^ which was accepted, viz. 
No subject can be more highly interesting to the friends 

of Zion than the spiritual condition of the children of the 
covenant. These are especially tlie hope of the Church* 
Their conversion is the subject of many promises of the 
God of Abraham/ He has engaged to pour on them His 
Spirit ; but he \nll be inquired of by his people to do it 
for thenn. With what animating assurance then may the 
Church unite in prayer for his blessing on their seed ! 
It is therefore recommended to the members of all our 
Churches, that, in addition to their coming together at set 
tiioes to pray with and for their children, and to exbort 
them to know and serve the Lord, that they would in their 
Tcspective dwellings, observe a concert of prayer for the 
conversion of ^^ the children of the kingdom,^^ on the 
evening of the iBrst Monday in every month. Let this 
prayer, whether in the family or in the closet, be offered 
m faith, and with humble expectation of a gracious an- 
swer. Let us ^^ agree as touching this thing,'' and we 
have the promise of being heard and answered in cove- 
nant mercy. 

J. H. Church, y&r the Committee. 

Votedj That Rev. John H. Church and Dr. McFarland 
be a committee to publish in the N. H. Repository a plan 
of a conference of churches adopted by the General Con- 
vention of this State, together with such information and 
Temarks as they shall think calculated to call the attention 
of the associations and churches to the subject. 

The committee appointed to nominate Delegates to 
foreign bodies made die following report, which was ac- 
cepted : — 

Rev. David Southerland, *! OeneralJ$sembtjf of the Pmby- 

y, PhineiuiB Cook, hit al- v tnian Church ; PhiUdrlphiaf 

ternate. J Sd Thunday of May, l8iS. 

„ Brooghton White, ^ GeiuraUtsoeintionof Connec 

„ Roger C. Hatch, ^ tieui ; at frind»ar, Sd Tues- 

„ Jonathan French, | Oen. tSsBoeiation of MaBnaehu- 

«, larael W. Putnam, t setts; at Rev. Mr. Holmes^ ^ 

„ John H. Church, \ Alter- f J^Tew-BetlfTd^AUi TuisdayaJ 

„ Nath'l Merrill, Snatea.j June, 182S. 



„ Zedekith S. Barttow, T General ConvenHon of Ver- 
„ Joseph W. Clary, I „^^ ^ sdTueedmy of Sep. 

„ Moies Sawyer, J Alter- T |^,,jer, 1823. 
„ Bbos George, $ nates. J / 

Rev. Abraham Burnham was appointed Treasurer for 
the ensuing year, and Dr. McFarlaud Auditor of hia ac- 

accounts. 

Foted^ That the Scribe be a committee to publish the 
minutes of this association. 

Foted, That the publishing committee be directed to 
procure such a number of blank returns as may be thought 
necessary, and send them to the several churches with 

the minutes. 

Ebenezer HiLii| Moderator. 

Joseph W. ClarY; Scrihej 
Jonathan Curtis^ Assistant Sjpribe. 



ATPHJ^DIX. 



No. I. 



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

^0 those who have imbibed the Spirit of the Grospeli 
no intelligence can be more interesting than that which 
respects the prosperity of Zion. News of the conversion of 
sinners, and the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom 
cannot idiX to impart to their hearts a sacred joy. It would 
indeed be pleasing to the Greneral Association to be able 
to communicate intelligence, which should awaken in the 
breasts of christians no other emotions than those of grati- 
tude and praise. But facts must be stated without db- 
guise ; and many of these are calculated to excite grief, 
rather than joy. 

When we take a survey of this state, we behold many 
things, in view of which it becomes us to mourn and to be 
humbled before God. Intemperance^ profanity and sab- 
bath-breaking, it is to be feared, abound more or less in 
all our towns. Family prayer and the religious education 
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«f children are Beglected to a degree^ which must both 
gritve and alarm all^ who feel interested in the welfare of 
the rising generation^ and the future prosperity of the 
church of God. 

By many who enjoy a preached Crospel, its worth is, by 
00 means, duly appreciated ; and a still larger number^ 
who are destitute of it, make no suitable exertions to en- 

f'oy it. Who that possesses a spark of christian benevo- 
ence can cast his eyes over the many destitute societies 
and churches in this state, and not feel grieved for the 
desolation of Zion ? Nor can such fail to mourn over the 
lukewarmness of many professors, their conformity to the 
worlds their violation of their sacred covenant engage- 
ments ; and the dishonour thus brought on that glorious 
cause to advance which, the Prince of Life bled and died. 
We rejoice, however, that we can advert to topics more 
delighful, and communicate intelligence more refreshing 
to the pious mind. 

It is with pleasure that we hear that our ehurches, with 
few or no exceptions, observe the monthly concert of prayer; 
and thus, with christians of our own and of distant lands, 
unite in presenting their supplications to Him ^^ who hear- 
eth prayer/' in behalf of the prosperity of Zion. 

Sabbath Schools, those nurseries of piety, in which the 
tender minds of children *are stored with Gospel truths^ 
^' which are able to make them wise to Salvation,^' are 
generally in successful operation, and afford a promise of 
much future good. 

Our College, which in years past has had to sustain pe- 
culiar trials, is now^ we are happy to learn, in a prosper- 
ous state^ and a large proportion of the students are hope- 
ftilly pious. Of the class that has recently graduated^ 
about three fourths are professedly the friends of the Sa- 
viour ; and ^ ill, we trust, exert their talents and influence 
to promote his glory and the interests of his kingdom. 

Union Academy, which was for a time suspended, has 
recommenced its operations, under circumstances which 
inspire the hope that the benevolent views of its founder 
will be realized. 

But the state of religion within our bounds claims a 
more particular attention. 

Though he who ' causes it to rain upon one city and 
Mnseth It not to rain upon another/ has seen fit to pass by 
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many of our religious societies^ and to suffer them to slum-i 
ber in their sins ; yet upon others ^^ he has shed forth'^ 
the life giving influences of His holy spirit; particularly 
upon New- Ipswich, Temple, Rindge, Marlborough, Keene^ 
Stoddard, VVashington, Windham, Pelham, Plymouth^ 
Colebrook Missionary station, Columbia and Lebanon. 

In most of these towns, it is true, the work has been 
small ; but in some of them, powerful and extensive. This 
is especially the case, with New -Ipswich, Temple, and 
Rindge, in which it is computed, that between two and 
three hundred have been hopefully translated out of the 
kingdom of darkness, into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 
In Lime also, the religious attention which was mentioned 
in our last report, has continued with increasing power^ 
and nearly two hundred since its commencement have in 
the judgment of charity been turned unto the Lord. 

But we would record, with gratitude to God, not only 
those displays of his grace, which have been made in this 
state ; but likewise those which have been experienced 
within the bounds of those ecclesiastical bodies with which 
we are connected in the bonds of christian fellowship. 

As no delegates from the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church, have been present; we can only state, 
that it appears from their printed minutes which have 
been received, that during the year past they have been 
favoured with numerous and extensive revivals ; — that 
charitable Societies and exertions are multiplying ; and 
that God has abundantly blessed, with the influences of 
His Spirit, several of the Colleges within their bounds. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts we re- 
ceive intelligence calculated to gladden the hearts of Zion's 
friends. In many of the towns in Berkshire county, the 
Spirit in his convincing and sanctifying influences has 
^^ come down like rain on the new mown grass, and as 
showers that water the earth.'' Converts to righteous- 
ness are multiplied. A Union prayer meeting, embracing 
the friends of evangelical piety, of different denominations 
is established in the metropolis. A missionary spirit, and 
missionary efforts are increasing. The Theological Semi- 
nary at Andover continues to prosper ; and contains 133 
students, who are preparing to preach to their perishing 
fellow-men, the unsearchable riches of Christ 

By the delegation from Connecticut we have been in- 



formed^ that tliough they have not been permitted to wit- 
ness such signal displays of Divine grace^ as in years past ; 
yet they have pleasing evidence that the Lord has not 
forsaken that highly favoured part of his vineyard. In a 
number of tlieir towns^ powerful revivals of religion at 
present prevail. The foreign mission-school at Cornwall^ 
continues to flourish ; and not only realizes^ but even ex- 
ceeds the most sanguine expectations of its founders. A 
considerable proportion of its members are hopefully pious; 
and are qualifying themselves to carry the Gospel to their 
benighted pagan brethren. Exertions are making to en- 
lai^ the Theological department at Yale College ; and 
there is ground to hope that these exertions will idtimate* 
ly be crowned with success. 

From the General Convention of Vermont^ we learn 
thAt though tliey are not^ at present^ visited with such 
copious showers of Divine Grace as they were a year ago ; 
yet they are permitted with joy to gather in the abun- 
dant fruits of the late revivals. Several of their towns are 
at iH'esent favoured with the special operations of the 
Holy Spirit Their ministers are '^ of one heart and one 
mind ;'^ their churches are harmonious, and walk in love ; 
and the cause of vital religion appears^ on the whole, to be 
gaining ground. 

In one word ; the review of the past year furnishes us 
with abundant cause for gratitude to God ; and exhibits 
increasing evidence, that the time is drawing near, when 
^ all the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship 
before kim. 

Isaac RoBiNSON^y^ thi Committee. 
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No. 11. 

TO JtLL THB CHURCHRS IJ^OUR COMWEZIOM". 



Christian Brethren^ 

If we love Him that begat, you will not think it 
strange, if we extend our love dso to them that are be- 
gotten. 

Though we cannot expect to see all your faces in the 
flesh ; yet are we \nth you in the spirit ; and, if, in 
your returns from year to year, we can behold ^^ your 
order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ,'^ our 
hearts will rejoice. 

At this our General Association, you will probably ex- 
pect, as in former years, to be reminded of those dutiesi 
which seem specidly enjoined by the events of the pres- 
ent time. 

To keep the heart with all diligence is at all times a 
most important duty. If the heart be not right in the sight 
of God, we have no part nor lot in the great matter of re- 
li^on. Out of it proceed those things, which defile the 
man. There are forged those spears, more cruel than the 
Roman, which often crucify afresh the Son of Grod, and 
put him to open shame. O then, let a man examine Jiim- 
self, to see that, first of all, the heart is right ; that he 
is in reality possessed of that Gospel charity, or lovei 
which " never faileth.'^ 

A beaten path to the mercy-seat must also be kept open 
by him who would be a living and a happy Christian. All 
must feel their own sinfulness, weakness, and dependence, 
who know much of themselves. At the mercy-seat we may 
find grace to help in every time of need. Our Father in 
heaven has shown us, that he is more willing to ^ve even 
the precious gift of the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, 
than earthly parents are to bestow temporal good upon 
their children. Let, then, every Christian be persever- 
ing in his prayers, not only for personal favours, but for 
^he prosperity of the spiritual Jerusalem. 



Family pruyer^ though a most reasonable and acriptu- 
ral duty^ we may fear^ is very criniinally neglected even 
by many who bear the Christian name. Ought Christians 
to expect a daily happy frame of mind^ or to imagine they 
are training up their households for Gody while they ne- 
glect to offer the morning and evening sacrifice upon the 
fSamily altar ? Can parents endure the thought of leaving 
their children^ which they must ^on do, without leaving 
them the example and benefit of their prayers ? 

To maintain a sacred and constant regard for all public 
religious institutions — we would very earnestly recom- 
mend to all our brethren. Christians profess to be risen 
with Christ from their former spiritual death. How in* 
cumbent upon them then to seek those things which are 
above ! But, when a principle of worldly gain is suffered 
to govern the feelings and pursuits of a great portion of 
the community, there is danger, lest Christians should im- 
bibe some degree of the deadly influence. How many are 
to be found, who value things only as they have a tenden- 
cy to promote worldly gain ! But far be from the follow- 
ers of Jesus to make such a sordid estimate of things. Let 
them learn to consider man not the being of a day, but 
formed for immortality ; — to contemplate this present life 
as connected with etemity,and accoTdingly,to value objects 
and engage in pursuits, as they have a tendency to honour 
Qody and to promote the lasting happiness of man. 

In the present state of society, greater sacrifices than 
ever are manifestly required of the churches, both to sup- 
port the institutions of religion at home, and to establish 
and continue missions abroad. Shall not these sacrifices 
be cheerfully made ? Where is the Christian, who will 
lament at the close of life, that he rendered the world so 
subservient to the kingdom of Christ ? We deem it of vast 
importance to the prosperity of religion, that the churches 
willingly support, and regularly attend upon the ordinan- 
ces of religion. An inordinate love of the world is the 
great bane of society ; the great obstacle against individu- 
al improvement, religious onler, and social happiness. Is 
not this one of tiie principal causes, why many churches, 
which were once prosperous and happy, have been given 
up to destruction, their house left unto them desolate^ 
themselves without ordinances, and without a guide ? 



Ib this place we would repeat the advice^ which ha^ 
before been given to the feeble^ destitute chuixhes of t\w 
state, viz. that, when one church and society are not able 
to settle a minister among them, two or more, should unite 
for this purpose. We wish the time may soon arrive, 
when this practice, a very common one among feeble 
churches in other states, shall be universally adopted in 
this ; — ^when even the feeblest church shall be united with 
some other for the enjoyment of religious ordinances : 
shall have some one, to whom it can look for aid and guid- 
ance in spiritual concerns. We earnestly recommend, that 
the feeble churches regard this advice ; for we deem such 
a course promotive of their comfort, edification and en- 
largement. 

We would ask Christian parents to enquire whethei 
they* may not inconsiderately do incalculable evil to tlie 
unguarded minds of their rising families by introducing 
newspapers, and other publications among them, whose 
character is evidentlv hostile to the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, and to the benevolent religious exertions of the present 
day. By the introduction of such publications, howevei 
usefulthey may be considered in other respects, we con 
ceive, that parents place in the way of their children a 
deadly poison. We would recommend to all, who have 
any regard for the rising generation, decidedly to exclude 
all publications of this cast from their families ; and to in- 
troduce some of those religious newspapers, or other pe- 
riodical publications, which are favourable to evangelical 
truth, and to the great religious designs and operations, 
which distinguish the present age. This would present a 
source of information and impi-ovement both to the aged 
and the young. Two or three families can often conveni- 
ently unite, if they choose, in taking some such religious 
paper. 

It is with much satisfaction, that we may contemplate 
the union of sentiment, which has hitherto subsisted among 
the great body of the Congregational ministers and church- 
es in this state. But it is with painful emotions, that we 
perceive errors, and we believe dangerous errors too, ris- 
ing up even in New-England, that long enlightened and 
liighly favoured spot, whose forests once resounded with 
the scriptural devotions of the pious pilgrims. When 



errors are propagated^ which would divest your Saviour 
of his peculiar glory^ remove the precious corner- stone 
from the spiritual buildinjB^, and convert what we deem 
the true Gospel into another Gospel, we consider it our 
duty to sound tlic alarm to the churches, before the ene- 
my has made inroads upon them. Wc would by no means 
encourage a spirit of uncharitableness. But we c^inot 
beKcve^ that Paul extended christian fellowship to those 
Jews, to whom " Christ crucified" was " a stumbling- 
block,''* or to those Greeks, to whom the same was *^ fool- 
ishness.*' Nor surely then ought ue to those, whose sys- 
tem excludes the great gospel truth, that ^^ through our 
Lord Jesus Christ wc have i*eceived the atonement,'' or 
" turn, the grace of our God into lasciviousness." All' we 
would desire in this particular is, ^' that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered untO'the 
saints. All we desire is, that ye *^ be stedfast, unmove^ 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord." 

But this we say, brethren, and by the proper influence 
of this sentiment we would have all your conduct directed^ 
— *^ The time is short." A little while, and the parent 
will cease to teach his children the fear of the Lord, but 
must leave them in a wicked worldl A little while, and- 
the child wnll no more hear the instructions, or prayers, or 
behold the examples of the godly parent. A little while^ 
and the Chnstian will cease to engage with those who 
worship in temples made with hands, or, by his virtues, 
to shed a happy influence upon the society, in which he 
moves, or to do any thing more for the benefit of the worid, 
or the honour of his Saviour's name. ' Be not weary in 
well doing ; for in due season you shall reap, if you faint 
not.' Though you have now a conflict to maintain; still 
it will soon be over. Like warring Israel, you are press- 
ing forward to the good land. Be faithful ; and soon your 
triumph in Christ will be complete. Now is your salva- 
tion nearer than when you believed ' "Therefore, breth- 
ren, dearly beloved, and longed for^ our joy and crown, 
stand fast in the Lord." 

We only add, -^ The Lord bless you, and keep you ; 
The Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious 
unto you ; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you^ and 
give you peace." Amen. 



No. III. 



VJnTBD Ur THE OEJfKRAL ASSOCUTIOM' OF J^MtT^ 

HAMPSHIRE. 



Bath, 
Bethlehem, 
Colebrook, 
Dalton, 
Fnnconii, 
LaDcaiter, 
Littietooy 

Lyman, W. 
Percj, 

Shelourne, 



COOS ASSOCIATION. 
Jfinufcrs. 

D. Sutherlaad, 



J. Willard, 
D. Fairbank, 



CommiinieaRte. 
Males rem. TeCil. 
223 
26 
48 
25 
9^ 
63 
50 
26 

8 



85 


138 





17 


14 


34 


8 


15 


3 


6 


17 


46 


22 


28 


12 


14 


2 


6 


1 


i 



DEERFIELD ASSOCIATION. 



172 



304 476 



ChurcheB. 


MinitUrt. CommunieanU. 






UmAu. FtaL Telil. 


Barnstead, 


Eoos GreoriEe, 
Abraham Wheeler, 








Candia, 


15 


47 


60 


Chichester, 


Josiah Carpenter, 


64 


97 


161 


Coneord, 


' Asa McFarland, 


129 


245 


374 


Deerfield, 


Nathaniel Wells, 


27 


55 


82 


Epsom, 


Jonathan Curtis, 


31 


84 


115 


GiimantoD, 


Luke A. SpoSbrd, 


29 


73 


102 


Loudon. 


Enoch Courser, 


30 


88 


118 


Northwood, 


Josiah Prentice, 


19 


30 ' 49 


Pittsfield, 




8 

323 


41 50 




672 995 




HOPMNTON ASSOCIATION. 




CAurcAsf. 


Jit%niMUr$. i 


7oiiimttiitc«Rfs. 
Midet. iHB. T6td. 


Boscawen^E. 


. P. Samuel Wood, D. D. 








Boscawen, W. 


P. Ebenezer Price, 


50 


73 


123 


Bradford, 


Robert Page, 


11 


21 


32 


Canterborj, 


William Patrick, 


54 


100 


154 


Dunbarton, 


Walter HarrU, 


34 


76 


no 


Jtenniker, 


Moses Sawyer, 
B^ger C. Hatch, 


28 


56 


84 


Hopkinton, 


57 


136 


193 


Pembroke, 


Abraham Burnhan, 


48 


123 


171 


Salisbury, 


Thomas Worcester, 








Bandbornton 


Abraham Bodwell, 


49 


98 


147 


Warner, 


John Woods^ 


32 i 


1 66 


98 
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HOLLIS ASSOCIATION. 




raarcln. 


Mniattrt. CmmwiteMtf. 






Malta ra«.TUaL 


T™,,!.. 


NcbHilu, 






Hollh, 


Eli Smith, 




267 


Haioi., 


EbeiezerHill, 


81 


97 118 




Ric)»rd H.ll, 


120 


187 1 307 


K«lF, 


Ani« W. Burnliiin, 


41 


119 160 




BATIRHILL ASSOCIATION. 




Ctmbf. 








Main, raak Tblrf. 


AtUaton, 




IC 


29 


41 


£S^'' 


Joel R. Arnold, 


22 


99 


61 


L^Xida^;, 


lohn Keller. 


23 


43 


CI 


E. L. Pulet, 


74 


47 


121 


Mhm, 


J.H.Cbotch, 


35 


67 


109 


P]aiitoir, 




9 


16 


89 


a.lei>, 


Wn. Btlch, 


8 


99 


41 


Wiadhui, 


S. Hortl., 


90 


60 


90 




HONADNOCK ASSOCIATION. 




Otinbl. 








Halat. ran. TMaL 


Acwortli, 


Pliineu Cooke, 
Setb S. Arnold, 


73 


139 


210 


lit in AUInd, 


18 


34 


72 


U in AIMod, 




17 


29 


43 


Pitzwilliam, 


JobnSdda, 


52 


98 


150 


OiJnin, 




16 


23 


39 


Jrfr.,, 


Ubin Ainemrtb, 


N 


aretnm. 


K.<ni, 


Zedekieh 3. Btntoc, 




212 


H.rib«n||i. 


H.llow.j Pieb, 


4S 


68 111 


K.l«.., 


God Newall, 


50 


109 15S 


Boibnrj. 




N 


irctntn. 


Btoddkrd, 


Iiue HobinioB, 






117 


■•II..ID, 


WilliiD Hiiny, 


90 


38 


U 


Tn)7, 










Wtibl.,^ 


Braeghton While, 


96 


74 


119 


Winclinter, 


adDln Bennett, 


£0 


83 


105 


Lu(ili>n, 




10 


11 


91 




ONION ASSOCIATION. 




aurcto. 


JfinUan. ( 


Ualca. Fm. TalaL 


Anlnnl, 


Nilben Lord. 


eo 


190 


210 


Antrim, 


John M. mlilol^ 


70 


121 


191 


DMring, 


Jahei P. Keher, 








Frincestowi, 


MfiB^aBradfon], 


109 


221 


990 


Greenfield, 


John Walker, 


39 


63 


109 


L7adebnraugh, 


Nethaniel Merrill, 


77 


197 


214 


Mont-Vernon> 


Ebenezer Cheever, 


63 


149 


214 


Hillibormgh, 


John Lawton, 






190 


New'BoitoD, 
Hucock, 


Epbraim P. Bildbcd, 
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GuirduM. 



(WANOE ASSOCIATION. 



Ha*crhil1 North, 

Hanrhill Sgutb, 

fiermnat, 

OrTord. 

Orford WMt, 

Lime, 

Hanover, Dart'b Col. 

Htoqver* 

Canaan, 

Lebanon, 

7lainfield,Meri4enpar. 

Flainfield, 

Coraiih, 

Devrport, 

Clarenunt) 



Vacant, 
Grant Powers, 
Rev. Mr. Blake, 

Sylveater Dana, 
Baxter Perry, 
Roiwell ShurtleS; 
JoHiah Town, 
Charles Calkina, 

Dana CtnTai, 
Micaiah Porter, 
Joteph Howell, 
Jamei R, Wheelock, 
Rev. Mr. Nye, 



15 


25 


17 


58 


45 


93 


14 


S6 


76 


I9S 


64 


94 


78 


131 


13 


17 


Si 


65 


44 


70 


4 


li 


54 


IS« 


98 


172 


,548 


Qlt 



Sridgewater, 



Groton, Wm. Rolfe, 

JSAraa, 

Meredith,* David Smith, 

Plymootb, Jonathan Wards, 

TbDroton, 7 \ 10 

"tim church recently joined the Auociation, 

PISCATAQUA ASSOCIATION. 

^in inters. C»mnunifml- 



36 



1)1 



Porisnovth* N.Ch. 
do. S. C. 

EietRr., 

Dover, 

Bpping, 
Stratham, 
Eieter, Sd church. 

No chflm» 
Brantwood, 
Saymond. 




I. W. Pafnan, 
Nathan Parker, 
W. P. RawlaBd, 
J. W. CUry, 
Vacant, 

Vacant, 
Isaac Hvrd, 
Peter Hoit, 
Cheater Cotton, 
Stephen Baitey, 
Huntinftitan Porter, 
Jo«iah Webster, 
Jonathan French, 
Joseph Haven, 
Federal Burt, 

Vacant, 

Vacant, 

Vacant, 
C. Abbott. 
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A. D. 1824, 
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;niinutes, &LC. 



At a meeting of the General Association or New^Hambp 
SHIBE, at Londonderry, on the first Tuesday of Sept. 1 824. 

PRESENT. 

FROM 



REV. MESSRS. 

Drury Fairbank, 

Jonathan Curtis, 
Luke A. Spofibrd, 

WiUiam Balch, 
Samuel Harris, 

Samuel H. Tolman, 
Elbenezer Hill, 

William Patrick, 
Abraham Bumham, 

Phinehas Cooke, 
Gad Newell. 

Josiah Towne, 

Israel W. Putnam, 
Isaac Hurd, 

Jonathan L. Hale, 

Archibald Burgess, 
Francis Danforth, 

Joseph Rowell, 
Jonathan Nye, 

Grardiner Spring, D. Dt 

Mark Mead, 

Justin Ekiwards, 
William Cogswell, 



William Jackson, 

lohn H» Church, D. D., Stcrttary. 
Abraham Bornham, Trtaturtr. 
Edward L. INurker, Mmisttr of the place 



Coos Association* 
Deerfidd Association. 

Haverhill^ JV*. H. Branch. 

Hollis Association. 

Hopkinton Association. 

Monadnock Association. 
Orans^ Association. 
Piscalaqua Association. 
Plymouth Association. 
Union Association* 

Windsor Association* 

Gen. Assembly of the Pres. Ch. 
Gen* Association of Conn. 

> Gen. Associ€Uion of Mass. 
Gen. Convention of Vermont. 
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The Association having been called to order by the stand- 
ing Secretary, 

Rev. Dr. Church was chosen Moderator ; Rev. Phinehas 
Cooke, Scribe ; and Rev. Jonathan Curtis Assistant Scribe. 

Certificates of Delegation were read. 

The Meeting was opened with Prayer by the Moderator* 

The Standing Regulations of the Association were read. 

Rev. Messrs. Bumham, Cooke, and Spring were appointed 
a Committee of Overtures, who made a report of the order 
of business, which was accepted. 

Attended public worship. Sermon by Rev. Joseph Row- 
ell, from Ps. 87, 7. "All my springs are in thee." 

Fi»/ed, That the narratives of the state of Religion be pre- 
sented to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Rev. Messrs. Hill, Nye, Spring, Putnam, and Cogswell 
were appointed a Committee to take minutes from the narra- 
tives, and prepare a condensed report for publication* 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, 'J owne, and Bumham were ap- 
pointed a Committee to nominate Delegates to foreign bodies. 

The Delegates to such bodies for the last year, reported, 
that they were kindly received by the bodies to which they 
were sent ; and highxy interested in their transactions. 

Rev. Messrs. Shurtlefl', Towne, and Rowell were appoint- 
ed a Committee to prepare a pastoral letter. 

Rev. Messrs. Church and Parker were appointed a Com- 
mittee to make arrangements for morning prayer-meetings 
during the session of tins body. 

Rev. Messrs. Cogswell, Nye, Burnham, Patrick, and Spof- 
ford, were appointed a Committee to consider, and report 
what measures can be adopted by this body to promote the 
improvement of Sabbath Schools aiyl Bible Classes. 

Rev. Messrs. Hill, Edwards, and Spring were appointed a 
Committee t« report whether any measures can be adopted 
to increase the funds of Charitable Societies. 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, Spofford, and Burgess were ap- 
pointed a Committee to report whether any measures can be 
adopted by this body to promote the saictification of the 
Sabbath. 

Rev. Messrs, Rowell, Burnham, and Nye were appointed 
a Committee to report whether u Church Member in regular 



standing may be Scripturally united in marriage to an cx- 
caoMnunicate« 

Rev, Messrs. Patrick and Towne were appointed a Com- 
mittee to fix on the place, and designate the Association 
which shall appoint the preacher for the next year. 

Rev. Messrs. Putnam, Nye, and Harris were appointed a 
Committee to report on the expediency of forming a union 
between this body and the Evangelical Consociation of 
Rhode-Island. 

Rev. Mr. Burnham was chosen Treasurer. 

Rev. Mr. Curtis was cliosen Auditor. 

Rev. Messrs. Spring, Hill, and Jackson were appointed a 
Committee (o confer with Di'. Aycrs, with reference to a 
communication from him to this body, concerning the Amer- 
ican Colonization Society. 

Votedy To adjourn to 8 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, September 8th. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A communication from the Agent in behalf of the N. York 
Central Asylum was made to the Association, pursuant to 
which, the following resolution was passed. 

Having taken into serious consideration the calamitous 
circumstances of the Deaf and Dumb, Resolved^ That this 
body will use their influence to promote more effectually the 
education of this afflicted portion of community in this state. 

The Committee appointed to designate the place for the 
meeting of this body the next year, and the Association 
which shall furnish the preacher, reported, that the next 
meeting be holden at the house of Rev. Baxter Perry, in 
Lime, and that the Deerfield Association furnish the 
preacher. 

The Committee upon Dr. Ayers' communication, report- 
ed, that he have leave to make it in any manner he may 
judge best. 

The Committee appointed to report whether any measures 
can be adopted by this body, to promote the sanctification 
of the Sabbath, made a report, the consideration of which, 
was recommitted to be reported on the next year. 

The Committee appointed to report concerning the expe- 
diency of forming a union with the Evangelical Consociation 
of Rhodte'Iskmd, reported, that, in their view, such an union 
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ifi desirable ; that a delegate be appointed to ascertain wheth- 
er the same be agreeable to that body, and if so, to take 
measures to eflfect it. 

The Committee appointed to designate Delegates to for- 
eign bodies, made the following report, which was accepted^ 

REV. MESSRS. 

To the Gen» Assembly ©/"t Jonathan Nye, Delegate* 
the Pres* Oiurch. { Nathan Lord, Substitute* 

To the Gen. Association J Joseph Rowell, > jy^Ua^i^ 
of Connecticut. (William Patrick, ) 

Chester Colton, Zedekiah S. Barstow, Substitutes. 

To the Gen. Association < Jonathan French, ) j^, . 
of Massach^isetts. \ Israel W. Putnam. ) © *• 

Federal Burt, Thomas C. Upham, Substitutes. 

To the Geiu Convention 5 Abra'm Burnham, ) n i 

of Vermont. ( Abra^m Bodwell, ^ ^^«««"- 

Roswell Shurtleflf, John Woods, Substitutes. 

To the Evangelical Con- C John H. Church, D. D., DeL 
sociation of R. Island. \ Edward L. Parker, Sub. 

At nine o^clock, attended according to assignment, to the 
religious narratives. 

Dr. Ayers had leave to address the Association with re- 
ference to the object of his agency, in pursuance of which, 
the following resolution was passed : 

Whereas the American Colonization Society have succeed- 
ed in procuring a territory in Africa, and planting a colony 
of free people of color from the United States, with their own 
consent, thereby showing the practicability of the scheme, 
therefore, 

Resolved^ That this body view with deep interest, and cor- 
dial approbation, the proceedings of that Society, and heart- 
ily concur in the desire, that our National Legislature may 
be induced to give such aid as will accomplish the design so 
happily begun under the auspices of the said Society. 

Also, — Resolved^ That this body request that all the min- 
isters connected with this Association recommend the object 
of the Colonization Society to the attention and assistance 
of their people. 

Voiedy to adjourn to meet at 9 oVlock to-morrow morning. 
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Thursday, September 9th. 

Met nccording to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to consider, and report what 
measures can be adopted by this body to promote the form- 
ation and improvement of Sabbath Schools and Bible Class- 
es, presented the subjomed report and constitution, which 
were accepted, adopted, and the annexed list of officers for 
the ensuing year were elected. — [Sec Appendix Ko* /.] 

Votedj That the assessment on each of the members of 
this body for defraying the expenses of the year ensuing, be 
seventy-five cents. 

Voted^ That the thanks of this General Association be pre- 
sented to Rev. Mr. Parker, and through him to the people 
of Londonderry for their friendship and hospitality, mani- 
fested during their present session, and also to the choir of 
singers, for their very acceptable services. 

Resolved, That in view of the low state of religion in our 
churches, we recommend to ministers and all the friends of 
Jesus to spend one. hour on Saturday evening, between 8 and 
9 o'clock, in special prayer for the influences of the Holy 
Spirit* 

The Committee appointed to consider whether any meas- 
sures can be adopted to increase the funds of Charitable So- 
cieties, made a report which was accepted. — [&c Ap. No. II.] 

The Committee appointed to consider, and report whether 
a church member in regular standing may be Scripturally 
united in marriage to an excommunicate, made a report, 
which was recommitted to be considered at the next meeting. 

The Committee appointed to take minutes from the narra- 
tives of the state of religion, presented a report, which was* 
accepted. — [Su Appendix ^o. ///.] 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

,^ ( PHINEHAS OOOKE, Scribe. 
ATTWT, ^ JONATHAN CURTIS, AssUtant Scribe.. 
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(No. I-) 

REPORT ON SABBATH SC:H00LS AND BIBLE CLASSES. 

The Committee appointed to consider and report what mea- 
sures can be adopted by this body to promote the improve- 
ment of Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That they consider the Institutions of Sabbath Schools 
and Bible Classes of inestimable importance to the prosper- 
ity of Zion, and the interests of the rising generation. They 
rejoice to find their brethren in Massachusetts publishing 
that in that state " the system of Sunday School instruction 
has been pursued with the happiest results, evincing the 
pre-eminent importance and efficacy of this noble expedient 
of bringing little children to the Saviour, and training up a 
whole generation for his service. Wherever Bible Classes 
have been established, their influence has been most power- 
ful and salutary. In several instances the Spirit of God has 
80 signally honored this Institution by his accompanying in- 
fluence, as clearly to show that it is a most efficient instru- 
ment of bringing the young to the saving knowledge of the 
Gospel." They believe that similar results have usually at- 
tenaed these Institutions in other parts of the Lord's vine- 
yard. They would therefore submit the following resolu- 
tions, to be adopted by this body. 

1. Resolved^ That the General Association of New-Hamp- 
ihire earnestly recommend to all the Pastors and Churches 
connected witn this body, to take prompt and efficient mea- 
sures to organize Sunday Schools for the children, and Bible 
Classes for the young people in all their congregations. 

2. That the Delegates from particular Associations in this 
State be expected every year, in giving an account of the 
otate of religion, to mention the number of Sunday Schools 
and Bible Classes in their congregations which they repre- 
sent, the degree of interest taken in them, and the obvious 
benefits whicn result from their establishment. 
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3. That measures be adopted to form a State Sunday 
School Union, Auxiliary to the, American Sunday School 
Union ;* and also to organize a State Bible Knowledge Soci- 
ety, which may be the medium for acquiring, originating, 
and disseminating a knowledge of the best methods of form- 
ing, conducting, and benefiting Bible Classes, or other ways 
of increasing Bible knowledge. 

Your Committee have likewise examined the Bible Class 
Text Book, Sunday School Testament, and the proposed 
edition of the Reference Bible, by the Rev. Mr. Wilbur, and 
fully concur in the recommendations which have been given 
by great numbers of literary and clerical gentlemen, and 
especially in the one given by the General Association of 
Massachusetts. They would therefore recommend them to 
the notice of this body, and through this body, to the notice 
and patronage of the public, as eminently well adapted to 
aid pastors, teachers, and parents in communicating Scrip- 
tural knowledge, and promoting vital piety in Bible Classes, 
Sunday Schools, common Schools, and in private families. 
In conclusion, your Committee would congratulate Zion on 
her prospects that the next generation of her children will 
possess eminent qualifications, united with Scriptural and ar- 
dent zeal for extending her conquests in a revolted world. 

CONSTITUTION 

OP A BIBLE KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY. 

Art. 1. This Society shall be called the Bible Knowl- 
edge Society of Ntw-IIampshirc. 

2. It shall consist of the members of the General Associ- 
ation of New-Hampshire, for the time being, and of such 
other persons as shall either be duly elected, or subscribe 
the requisite sum for constituting membership. 

3. The object of the Society shall be to promote tlic 
formation and prosperity of Bible Classes; to collect and 
disseminate knowledge of the best methods of conducting 
them, and of their practical utility. 

4. Any person may become a member of the Society 
by subscribing one dollar, to be paid annually; and any 
person a member for life, by paying into the treasury, at 
any one time, ten dollars. 

5» The Society shall meet annually on Wednesday, in 

*Siicfa an Aifociation was fenued and orEanised at the time of the meetiiia oi 
<Us body. 
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the week of the annual meeting of the General AssociatioA 
of New-Hampshire, at 8 o^clock, A. M. 

6. Besides the Moderator and Clerk of the annual meet- 
ing, who shall be the same as the Moderator and Scribe 
of the General Association for the time being, the officers of 
this Society shall be a President, a Vice President, Secreta- 
ry, Treasurer, and twelve other Directors, six clergymen, 
and six laymen, five of whom shall constitute a quorum ; 
and an Auditor, the Treasurer and Auditor always to be 
laymen ; all of whom shall be annually chosen by ballot. 

7. The Directors shall meet annually at the time and 
place of the meeting of the General Association, and at 
such other times and places, as they shall appoint ; and may 
adopt such rules, and appoint such Committees as they may 
judge conducive to the object of the institution ; and take such 
other measures from time to time, as they shall think expe- 
dient for carrying into effect the objects of the Society. 
They shall make report annually to the Society of their 
proceedings. 

8. The Treasurer shall take charge of the funds of the 
Society, managing them, and keeping his accounts under such 
regulations, as shall from time to time be prescribed by the 
Directors. 

9. The Secretary shall faithfully record the proceedings 
of the Directors, and in their name correspond with those 
who may have business to transact in connexion with the 
Institution, and others, as he shall deem conducive to its in- 
terests. 

10. This Constitution shall not be altered, except at an 
annual meeting of the Society, and with the concurrence of 
wo thirds of tne members present. 

OFFICERS. 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D., President, 
Hon. John Vose^ Vice-President* 
Rev. Jonathan Curtis, Secretary. 
Mr. John W. Shkpard, Treasurerm 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Messrs. Abraham Burnham, Israel W. Putnam, Jona- 
than Ward, Edward L. Parker, Baxter Perry, Josiah Car- 
penter — Dea. D. Bartlett — Hon. Joshua Daruno, — Josiah 
KiTTEEDOE, M. D. — GeorobWoodward, Esq., Nswton Whit- 
TBittST, Esq., Ebsnbzbr Adams, Esq. 

Samuel Fl9TCber> Esq., Auditor. 
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(No. II.) 

REPORT ON THE INCREASE OF CHARITABLE FUNDg. 

Your Committee appointed to consider whether any mea- , 
tures can be adopted to increase the Funds of Charitable 
Societies, 

REPORT, 

lliat it should be particularly recommended to all the 
churches in this connexion, to consider themselves as organ- 
ized bodies for charitable objects, and that they contribute 
for those purposes, according to their abilities, at stated times. 

They also recommend, as an important means of exciting 
the attention of christians to these objects, that ministers ana 
others who have means of knowledge, should take great pains 
to communicate information to those who have not the means 
of knowing the great things that are doing in the worlds and 
the vast necessary calls for the liberality of all who are friends 
of the Redeemer's Kingdom, and are anxious for the salva- 
tion of immortal souls. 

(No. III.) 
NARRATIVE OP THE STATE OF REUGION. 

Another year has quickly passed away, and we have again 
assembled, through the good hand of our God upon us, to col- 
lect information relative to the Redeemer's Kingdcmi in this 
state, and throughout our land. We have ereat reason to 
bow before the Lord Jehovah in thanksgivmg and praise, 
for he is a covenant-keeping God, and Zion is engraven on 
Lis heart. Her interests are his own. She is built on a 
foundation, against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 
Believers may be assured, even in seasons of the greatest 
darkness, that the Lord has not for a moment forgotten Zion. 

Although in many parts of the vineyard little fruit is seen, 
because the showers of divine grace and the influences of the 
Sun of Righteousness have m^en withheld, yet God is gra- 
ciously pleased to cause other parts to feel their reviving in- 
fluence. 

AftPF having attended to the narratives, which have been 
BOW given respecting the state of Religion in New-Hampu 
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shire, \ee are constrained to make the affecting acknowledge*' 
ment, that, never before, at an annual meeting of this body, 
has there been furnished so little evidence of a flourishing 
and prosperous state of religion in our churches. One gen- 
eral, mournful complaint is made from every sQction of the 
state. Relipon ha^ declined; the hoe of many has waxed cold; 
the wayff ofZion mourn* The additions to the churches have 
been much less numerous than in former years. In some 
there has not been a single addition ; and in some not a sin* 
gle instance known of earnest inquiry, " what must we do?'' 
Sinners are stupid, and it is feared that saints are sleeping 
over them. Pride might perhaps lead us to hide from the 
world, and from more favored parts of the kingdom of our 
Saviour, this our deplorable state. But faithfulness forbids. 
Let us rather search out and strive to remove the cause of this 
state of things. Let us be deeply humbled before the Lord, 
and if possible excite ourselves and the churches to which 
we belong, " every family apart, and their wives apart," to 
cry mightily to Him, that he would help us to put away our 
sins, and that he would shed down his Holy Spirit to revive 
his work among us. 

But notwithstanding these gloomy appearances we have 
evidence that God has not forgotten to be gracious, and has 
not wholly forsaken this part of his heritage. InTlolles, a 
highly favored place, he has caused some mercy drops to 
fan, and from a small part of the town has gathered, it is 
charitably hoped, about twenty-five into his kingdom. In 
Henniker there has also been a very pleasing attention to 
rcli^^ion, and several hoi>eful conversions are the fruit of it. 
In Plainfield and Cornish there has been a manifest work of 
God, and more than sixty are there reckoned as subjects of 
gracious renewal. It is with pleasure also, we learn that 
Union Aca.Jemy, in Plainfield, is in a prosperous condition. 

We have reason for gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, that through the smiles of His providence, our Col- 
lege is in a vory flourishing st:ite. It is estimated that about 
one third of the students are hopefully pious. Most of these, 
it may be expected, will hereafter become Heralds of the 
Gosnol. 

Among oth^r tokens for good, in the midst of our darkness, 
we Irarn gonrrally, that there is an encouraging attendance 
on tijp worsliip of God in the Sanctuary — that there is har- 
moD' of sentiioo'.t among the ministers and churches in this 
eouncxion — that in most or all the churches the monthly co»- 
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cert of prayer is observed — that Sabbath Schools are kept 
in most of our churches, and in some, Bible classes have 
been formed, which have already produced manifest good 
effects on the minds of the youth — that there is an uncommon 
zeal for building and repairing houses of public worship, and 
for settling ministers in places which have been long destitute 
— and that in one instance God has shown the favor which 
he bears to those who regard the order of his house, in caus- 
ing a long afflicted and sinking church to revive when she had 
engaged with faithfulness in disciplining her own members. 

The report from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church contains, on the whole, much to cheer the hearts of 
the friends of Zion. For although, in the extensive tracts of 
newly settled country, over which the limits of that body ex- 
tend, and in which the stated ministrations of the Gospel are 
but little enjoyed, as might be expected, many destructive 
errors and vicious practices prevail, yet great cfibrts are 
made for the advancement of religion. Many churches in 
that body arc formed into Missionary Societies. All their 
meetings for prayer, and their other religious meetings, gen- 
erally, are accompanied with charitable collections. In this 
way their Domestic Missionary Societies are enabled to ren- 
der efficient aid in settling and supporting ministers in feeble 
churches and new societies. The blessing of God, which 
has attended their Sabbath schools and Bible classes, must 
encourage the friends of the Redeemer, to pay increased at- 
tention !o this branch of religious instruction. Many revivals 
have commenced in these schools. Nor can wc fail to men- 
tion, for the encouragement of our beloved sisters, that many 
females of the first class in society devote a great proportion 
of their time to works of benevolence, and particularly to the 
instruction of the poor and ignorant. 

While we hear from Connecticut the common lamenta- 
tion, respecting the debasing rfTccls of many prevailing vi- 
ces, we are cheered with the wor.ders which God has 
wrought in that favored State. Nrari^^ tv.cnty towns have 
been visited the past year, with copious cffusiofis of the Holy 
Spirit. And never let the friends of immortal sou^s despair 
of their salvation, since, from \vli;U h;is tiikcn place in this 
part of our country, it is ston, that the Spirit of God can 
penetrate the v/alls of a Sif>te Prison, and bring the outcasts 
of Society to bow to the sceptre of J( ^ns. 

From Massachusetts, alFo, we hear tidings respecting Zi- 
on's welfare, of a highly encouraging uaVwt^. 0\\ ^^n^tA 
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places in that State, and even on some where there had 
been great religious declension, the Holy Spirit has ceme 
down like rain upon the mown grass, and like showers that 
water the earth. Sixteen churcnes have been favored with 
special divine influence^ and about one thousand have been 
brought into the visible kingdom of our Lord, or have given 
evidence of a gracious change. Nor maj we pass without 
grateful notice the present attention to religion in Salem. 
God is graciously visiting his churches in that place. 

Our mtelligcnce from Vermont is rather favorable. In 
ten towns there has been, during the year, more than usual 
attention to religion. In one instance nearly eighty converts 
arc reckoned, and a church formed, where a short time 
since was nothing but a moral waste. Some vacant church- 
es, also, have been supplied with pastors. 

On Ihe whole, we have continued evidence that God is 
faithful to his promises, and that he bestows the richest 
blessings upon his church, in answer to prayer ; for where 
even a few have been agreed as touching ihe things which iha/ 
havt asked of God^ he has granted their petitions. 

Christian brethren and friends, we are encouraged to go 
forward in our work. We have the assurance, that if we 
are faithful, our labor will not be in vain in the Lord. 
What though we see but little of the operation of his Holy 
Spirit among us at this time ? The general interests of the 
Redeemer's cause are advancing. God will accomplish all 
his purposes of mercy, and finally subdue the world to his 
Son. LfCt every minister of Christ, and every individual 
Christian, be faithful to God, and we may hope to see Zion 
arise even among us. Let nothing, however, short of the 
utmost ends of the earth limit our desires and our efforts. 
May we never cease to pray, that the period may roll on, 
wheii every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess^ that Jttuf 
Christ is Lord, to Ae glory of God the Father* 
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HAMPSHIRE. 



ChurdiM. 

Bath, 

Bethlefaem, 

Colebroek, 

DaltOD, 

Frattc«iuaf 

Lancaster, 

LittI«toD, 

Lyman E., 

Lyman W., 

Percy, 

Sbelburnc, 



COOS ASSOCIATION. 
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David Sutherland, 



James R. Wheelock, 
Drury Fairbonk, 
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DEERFIELD ASSOCIATION. 



fianutesd, 

Candia, 
Chicheater, 
CoDcord, 
Deerfietd, 

Epsom, 
Gilmanton, 
Loudon* 
North wood, 
PittBfield, 



MinUUri, 

Enos Geor^, 
Abraham Wheeler, 
Josiah Carpenter, 
Asa AfParland, D. D. 
Nathaniel Wells, 

Jonathan Curtis, 

Luke A. Spofibrd, 

Enoch Corser, 

Josiah Prentice, 



Camnuaucanit* 

M'li. F«K 1W1 
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HOPKINTON ASSOCIATION. 



Ckurchts. 

fioscawcn, E. P. 

Boscawen, W. P. 

BradfonJ, 

Bow, 

Canterbury, 

Dunbarton, 

Goffstown, 

Hcnnikcr, 

Hupkinton, 

Nonhfield, 

Pembroke, 

Sali:ibiiry, 

San bom ton, 

Warner, 

Danbury, 



Samuel Wood, D. D. 
Kbcnezer Price, 
Robert Page, 

William Patrick, 
Walter Harris, 
Benjamin H. Piltaaii, 
Moses Sawyer, 
Roger C. Hatch, 
Lira Conant, 
Abraham Burnham, 
Abijah Cross, 
Abraham Boilwell, 



CommunitanU. 
Mil. Fem. Tool. 
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T, 


9b 


123 


2S 


56 


84 


62 


162 


214 


i 


i; 


21 


48 


121 


169 


45 


96 


141 


32 


68 


100 
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MONADNOCK ASSOCIATION. 



Charcka. 

Acworth, 

Alstead, 1st, 

Alstead, 2d, 

Chesterfield, 

FitzwiDiam, 

Jafirey, 

Kccne, 

Laogdlon, 

Marlboniugb, 

Melsoo, 

Roxbury, 

Stoddard, 

Sullivan, 

Troy, 

Washington, 

Winchester, 



Phinehas Cooke, 
Seth S. Arnold, 

John Walker, 
John Sabin, 
Laban Ainsworth, 
Zcdckiab S. Barstow, 

Halloway Fish,* 
Gad Newell, 

Isaac Robinson, 
William Muzzy, 

Broughton White, 



*Dicttued S^t. 1, 18S4. 



M'l. 


Fem.Tottl 






218 


16 


X 


6« 


la 


2! 


47 


5C 


8C 


\m 


66 


.24 


190 


59 


169 


228 


44 


1,4 


118 


47 


97 


144 

140 


30 


53 


09 


32 


66 


98 
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HAVERHILL ASSOCIATION. 



Churches. 

Atkinson, 

Chester, 

Hampstead, 

Lonoosderrjr, 

Pelham, 

I^aistow, 

Salem, 

Windham, 



Communieantt. 
M'Il Fem. Tool. 



Joel R. Arnold, 
John Kelly, 
Edward L. Parker, 
John H. Church, D.D. 
M. Welch. 
Williaoi Balcfa, 
Samuel Harris, 



,0 


26 


36 

120 


2-J 


4f 


«4 


42 


104 


HB 


3ff 


72 


lU 


10 


30 


40 


36 


72 


108 






€25 



HOLLES ASSOCIATION. 



ChuTcha. 


Mmiittri. 


Holies, 


Eli Smith, 


Temple, 


Noah Miles, 


New Ipswich, 




Ma&on, 


Eben. Hill, 


Townsend, 


David Palmer, 


Pcpperell, 
Rindge, 


JamcB Howe, 


A. W. Bumham 


Wilton 2d, 





Dunilable, Mass. S. H. Tolman, 



Communicanb, 
Hl'i. Fcm. Tottl. 
5 292 



WINDSOR ASSOCIATION— N. H. BRANCH. 



Gturcka. 

Lebanon, 
Plainiield, Mer. P. 
Cernish, 
Claremont, 
Newport, 



Minisltrt. 

Calvin Cutler, 
Dana Clajes, 
J >scph Rowell, 
Jonathan Hyc, 
John Woods, 



CommunieanUt 
M'li. Fcm. Tiiai. 



.17 


59 


96 


4.'. 


76 


121 


6J 


113 


16* 


Zti 


a2 


108 


100 


iH5 


265 


260 


495 


75* 



^JmMm 



ORANGE ASSOCIATION. 



Qatr<3ta. 



Haverhill N. 
Haverhill S. 
Piermont, 
Orford, 1st, 
Orford, West, 
Lime, 
Canaan, ' 
Hanover E. P., 
Dart. College Ch. 



Grant Powers, 
Robert Blake, 
James D. Farnawortb, 
Sylvester Dana, 
Baxter Perry, 

Josiah Towne, 
Roswcll Shurlleff, 



Itfl). 


Fcm 


Toul. 
30 


30 


58 


»8 
30 


4-1 


99 


143 
4S 


83 


127 


314 
34 


7! 


122 


193 


63 


38 


lei 


li 
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PISCATAQUA ASSOCIATION. 

MmititTs. CommvnicanU. 

M'lii. Fem. Tonl. 



Brentwood, 


Chester Colton, 






Dover, 


Joseph W. Clary, 


15 


£0 


Durham, 

Ezetef, 1st Ch. 


Federal Burt, 






William F. Rowland, 






Exeter, 2d do. - 


Isaac Hurd, 


7 


22 


Greenland, 


Ephraim Abbot, 






Hampton, 


Josiah Webster, 


43 


111 


Hampton-Falls, 


Jaeob Abbot, 






Kingston, 








North-HamptOD, 


Jonathan French, 


41 


112 


Portamouth, N. Ch, 


Israel W. Putnam, 


19 


129 


Portsmouth, S. do. 


Nathan Parker, 






Raymond, 








Rochester, Joseph Haven & T. C. Upham 






Rye, 


Huntington Porter, 


12 


41 


Stratham, 


Jacob Cummings, 







PLYMOUTH ASSOCIATION. 



Omrchea. 

Alexandria, 

Bridgewater, 

Campion, 

Groton, 

Hebron, 

Meredith, 

Plymouth, 

Thornton, 



Jonathan L. Hale, 
William^ Rolfe, 



Jonalhan Ward, 
Andrew Rankin, 



Comm'inicants. 
M'li- Ftm. Total 



3 


3 


e< 


10 


IB 


n 


36 


W. 


1)4 


25 


30 


5.5 


16 


2; 


43 


12 


2( 


38 


2C 


5'. 


72 


a 


10 


19 


131 


224 


3115 



Churcha. 

Franccstown, 

Amherst, 

Hillsborough, 

Antrim, 

Greenfield, 

Hancock, 

Ljndeborough, 

llont-Vemon, 



UNION ASSOCIATION. 
Minitters. 

Moses Bradford, 
Nathan Lord, 
John Lawton, 
John M. Whiton, 
Francis DanTorth, 
Archibald Burgess, 
Nathanirl Merrill, 
Natli'I. Kingsbury, 



Cmtmvnieanls. 
M'l>, Fcm. Total. 



ion 


'2on 


300 


C6 


146 


239 


49 


96 


145 
IS4 


34 80l 


114 


3f 


92 


130 


75 


134 


i209 
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At a Meeting of the Gsnbral Association of New-Hamp* 
SHIRE, at Lime, on the first Tuesday of September, 1835. 

PRESENT 



REV. MESSRS. 

Dniry Fairbank, 
David Sutherland, 

Amasa Smith, 
Luke A. Spofford, 

John Kellcy, 

Eli Smith, 

Isaac R. Barbour, 

Robert Page, 
Liba Conant, 

John Walker, 
Broughton White, 

Nathaniel Lambert, 
Robert Blake, 

Federal Burt, 

Andrew Rankin, 

Moses Bradford, 
Kathan Lord, 

Calvin Cutler, 
Dana Clayes, 

Reuben Post, 

Daniel Smith, 
Alfred Mitchell, 

James Hobart, 



FROH 

i Coos Association. 

> DeerJUId Associaiiotu 
Haverhill Association. 

> Hollis Association. 

> Htpkinton Association. 

> Monadnock Association. 

> Orange Association. 

Piscataqua Association. 
Plymouth Association. 

Union Association. 

\ Windsor Association. 

Gen* Assembly of the Pres.Ch. 

> Gen. Association of Conn. 
Gen. Convention of Vermont. 



Joel MaDD, Evan* Omsodaiion of Rhode IslantL 

Abraham Burnham, Tremurer. 

Baxter Perry, Minister of the place. 

Dr. Church, the standing Scribe, being absent, the Asso- 
ciation was called to order by the Minister of the place. 

Rev. Drury Fairbank was chosen Moderator ; Rev. David 
Sutherland, Scribe ; and Rev. Robert Page, Assistant Scribe. 

Certificates of Delegation were read. 

The Meeting was opened with Prayer by the Moderator. 

Rev. Messrs.Burnham, Lambert and Mitchell were chosen 
a Committee of Overtures; who made a Report of the order 
of Business, which was accepted. 

Voted, That the narratives of the state of Religion be pre- 
sented to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Rev. Messrs. Smith of Conn. Hobart, Cutler, Barbour, 
Page and Mann were chosen a Committee to take minutes, 
and prepare a Report of the State of Religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Kelley, Bradford and Walker were chosen 
a Committee to nominate Delegates to foreign Bodies^ 

Heard the report of Delegates to foreign Bodies. 

Voted^ to adjourn till 2 o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Attended public worship. Sermon by Rev. Amasa Smith, 
from Isa. xlix. 3. Thou art my servant^ O Israel^ in nhom I 
will be glorified. 

Rev. President Tyler, and Messrs. Robinson and Bars- 
tow were api)ointed a Committee to prepare a Pastoral Let- 
ter for the next year. 

Rev. Mrssrs. Perry and Lambert were appointed a Com- 
mittee to make arrangements respecting morning prayer- 
meetings. 

Rev. Messrs. Burnham and Lord were chosen a Commit- 
tee tock^signale the pUr e of the next meeting of this Body, 
and the Association to furnish the preacher : who reported 
Durham as the place, and Hopkinton as the Association — 
which report was accepted. 

Votcd^ That Rev. jV'r. Burnham be Treasurer for the next 
year, and Rev. Mr. Bouton, Auditor. 



Voted. That the tax for the ensuing year be fifty cents. 

Voted^ That Rev. Mr. Kellcy be a committee to take 
charge of all monies paid over to the funds of the Widows' 
Charity. 

Voted^ To adjourn till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SEPTEMBER 7 Met according to adjournment. 

Proposals having boon made at the last meeting of this 
Associ.ition to form an union with the Evangelical Consocia- 
tion of Rhode-Island; and Dr. Church having been appoint- 
ed a Delegate to that Body, and a communication having 
been received from him expressive of his cordial reception 
by the Consociation, accompanied by a very earnest desire 
for the effectuating of the union; it was voted that the union 
be consummated. 

The Association resolved itself into the " Bible Knowl- 
edge Society." 

Rev. Messrs. Burt, Mitchell and Farnsworth were ap- 
pointed a Committee to consider the expediency of recom- 
mending to the District Associations to encourage Bible Class- 
es ; who reported, 

That it be recommended to the Ministers throughout the 
State to bring the subject of forming Bible Classes distinctly 
before their respective Churches ; and thai it be recommen- 
ded to the churches by this Body to aid their ministers in 
the formation of such Bible Classes. 

More than two thirds of the Society concurring, a resolu- 
tion was passed to alter the constitution so far as to elect 
the officers by nomination. The following officers were 
chosen. 

OFFICERS. 

Rev. John IT. Church, D. D. Prendtnt. 
Hon. John V^ose, Vice-President. 
Rf*v. Jonathan Curtis, Secretary, 
Mr. John W. Shepard, Treamrer. 

DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Messrs. Abrahajx Burnham, Israel W. Putnam, Jona- 
than Ward, Edwakd L. Parker, Baxter Perry, Josiah Car- 
penter — Dea. D. Bartlett — Hon. Joshua Darling, — Josiah 
KiTTREDOE, jM. I). — Georce Woodward, Esc}. Newton WmT- 
telsey, Esq. Ebkvezer Adams, E^q. 

Samuel Fletcher, Esq. Auditor. 



The Society resolved itself into the General Association, 
as before ; after which narratives were given of the state oi 
Religion in the various District Associations in the State, 
and the other Ecclesiastical Bodies with which we are con* 
nected. 

VoUdj To adjourn till 3 o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to nominate Delegates to foreign 
Bodies made Report as follows, which was accepted. 

REV. HESSRS. 

To the Giru Assembly of ( Bennet Tyler, D.D.JDe/ega/e. 
the Prest. Church. ( Z. S. Barstow, SubstituU. 

To the General Association ( Joseph Rowcll, ) w> i -^ 
of Connecticut. ( Z. S. Barstow, J ^ 

Moses Bradford, Archibald Burgess. Substitutes. 

To the General Association ( Jonathan French, { n i 

of Massachusetts. ( Israel W. Putnam, J -^**««'"* 

William Balch, Joel R. Arnold, &ibstitutes. 

To the General Convention of ( Roswell Shurtleff, ) n i 

Vermont. J John Woods, } Dtkg<aes. 

Josiah Towne^ Calvin Cutler, Substitutes. 

To the Evar^elical Consocia- ) E. L. Parker, ) y^ i , 
tion of Rhide-Island. J Abr'm Burnham, ] ^'««'«'- 

Benj. H. Pitman, E. P. Bradford, Substitutes. 

Voted^ That the thanks of the General Association be 
presented to the Rev. Mr. Perry, and, through him, to the 
people of Lime, for their friendship and hospitality mani- 
fested durine the present session ; and also to the choir of 
singers for their very acceptable services. 

The meeting was closed with prayer. 

Drury Fairbank, Moderator. 

».. < David Sutherland, 5cri6«. 

Aiicst— ^ Robert Page, Assistant Scribe. 



BBPO&T OH TBB 8TATB OF aHUazOlT. 

At the return of this interesting anniversary we should 
rejoice could we say, m truth, that Zion had put off her 
sackcloth, and appeared in beauty and glory. But we arc 
compelled to take up the lamentation, that '^ the ways of 
Zion do" still '^ mourn.'' Few have been added to our 
churches. In more than half of our Associations the addi- 
tions have been fewer than the removals ; and in this num- 
ber are several, which are the best supplied of any, with 
the ordinances of the gospel. It is painful to think that 
more than thirty of the churches, connected with this As- 
sociation, are destitute of Pastors, and the most of them 
likely to remain so ; and that, with regard to some which 
are supplied, the prospect of a continuance of the ministry 
is very uncertain. Few revivals of religion have been wit- 
nessed ; and even these have been less extensive than many 
with which we have been favored in years |)ast. We can 
almost say spiritually, as with some propriety we may physi- 
cally^ that our " heavens" have been " brass, and our earth 
iron, and the rain of our land powder and dust." 

But we have cause of gratitude that we are not utterly 
forsaken and destroyed. We have also good things to men- 
tion. General harmony prevails among us ; and " the 
faith once delivered to the saints," is held dear. Sabbath 
Schools exist in most of our towns; and, generally, arc 
flourishing : and Bible Classes have, to a considerable ex- 
tent, been formed. The interest in these important auxilia- 
ries to a preached gospel is increasing, and their state im- 
proving. The Monthly Concert of Prayer is very general- 
ly observed. An increased interest is manifestea in the 
erecting and repairing of houses of worship, and an increas- 
ed anxiety in destitute places to enjoy the preaching of the 
gospel. Several places, which had been long waste, and 
some which had never had a minister, have been blessed 
with the settlement of the ministry ; and several other pla- 
ces have a prospect of being favored with the same privi- 
leges. A spirit of charity, as light and knowledge advance, 
is increasing. Associations have been formrd, pretty ex- 
tensively, and contributions taken to aid in the conversion 
of the Jews, and in sending the gospel to the heathen. — 
Union Academy, which promises so much good to the 



s 



i:hurch, continues to flourish. Our College is prosperous. If 
will probably number, at the commencement of the next term, 
160 or 170 students, more than one third of whom are hope- 
fully pious, and will, wc may expect, do extensive good in 
the church. There is, generally, a good attendance on the 
preaching of the gospel. 

Some revivals of religion have brcn enjoyed. In Thorn- 
ton there have been 40 or 50 hopeful conversions; in Camp- 
Ion 70; in Winchester there have be«n many; and in Lon- 
donderry between 70 and 80. Drops of spiritual rain have 
fallen on some other places. It is interesting to think that 
in Londonderry, which has partaken most largely in the in- 
fluences of the Spirit, the revival was intimately connected 
with the niiTiing of the Gen. Association the last year. — 
That meotinii; v/as the nican*? of increasing greatly the seri 
ousncss which hiul existed pnrviously; and indeed of giving 
it the fonn rind chara'.tf r of li nc/:.://. As a testimony to 
the eflicacy of the special o»-diii:j:ices of the gospel, we are 
happy to be able to siiy fh'»t ti.e adininistrationof the Lord's 
Supper on that oc(;ft->ion \v;is oic.^t to the awakening of many 
who afterwards obtLiiiuMJ hop?. 

Thus we sre that (jo«l lias rfmciiibered mercy for Zionin 
this Slate. The general intensis cf religion are advancing. 
The foliage is not so thick, nor the fruit so abundant, as in 
.some fornicr years ; but the soil is becoming more rich, and 
the hidden springs :»re becoming more numerous, and the 
roots are extending, -uid the aris of spiritual iiusbandry are 
coming to be bcitf r undorsiocid ; anci we hope that some 
favoral)le season will rre Ion;!; conn.', when the tree will rise 
and s|)read, and bud \i\n\ blossom, and till the face of thi:> 
part of God'S heritage with fruiu 

FVom the Gen. Assembly of the Prcs^bjterian Church we 
nre glad to hear thai Zion is rising v.ithin the bounds of that 
extensive denomination. More than '20 Presbyteries have 
experienced the special influences of the Spirit. Theii lit- 
erary and religious Seminaries arc llourishingand increasing: 
and we rejoice lo hear that they are al)0ut to establish a 
Theolo;;ical seminary in the grrat valley of the Mississippi, 
the streams of which may flow with the tide of that great 
river, and ri-fi 'sh thousands and millions of dying soujs. — 
The cause of Aiissions, ai-'l of charity ircnerally is advanc- 
ing, and the subject of siuvrnf \\ exciting an evidently deep- 
er interest. 

From Conned Icut wr aro happy to hear that, nniids: many 
causes of mourning, they can rejoice in *' refreshings from 



ihe presence of the Lord." In more than 20 churches tlic 
special influences of the Holy Spirit have been experienced. 
Their College, and the Foreign Mission School are pros- 
perous ; their Domestic Missionary Society has enjoyed " the 
singular smiles of Heaven ;" many waste places have been 
built up; and their churches are peculiarly favored with a 
supply of the means of grace. 

From Massachusetts we have no official communications. 
We learn from private sources that tncy havo had some re- 
vivals, particularly in Salei;) and vicinity ; and that Sabbath 
Schools, Bible Classes, the interests of religion generally, 
and especially the Domestic Missionary Society, arc receiv- 
ing the smiles of Heaven. 

From Vermont we learn that peace and harmony general- 
ly prevail in the churches; and that about 13 towns have 
been visited with the special influences of the Spirit: — some 
of them with copious showers. 

The Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, with 
which this body has now become connected, report that the 
churches enjoy peace and harmony, hold fast the faith, and 
are permitted to see the general interests of religion, and the 
cause of charity advancing. 

On a review of the whole we see that, though the low 
state of religion calls us to deep humiliation, and to earnest 
prayer, yet we have abundant reason to " thank God, and 
take courage." Let us " abound in the work of the Lord," 
never doubling that *' he will appear in his glory," and " build 
up Zion. 



associATiows 

UHITED m THE OEMERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

DEERFIELD ASSOCIATIOJf. 
Ih'i. XiniattTt. CmmuMcanft. 

_.....,.. M'lj. Fl. Tl 

Bath. D. Suibciland, G9 1S4 19:! Bimxcid, Cooa Gao^e. 

BeddeiMn, lo 17 tT Canriia. Abi'm Wheilcc, S9 139 IIT 

CaktuiMA, O. G. Tbatchir. 33 42 BS ChIi:h»Ier,Jouah Carpi! ale r " 

Dettficid, JonalhaD Welti, 
E|>icin. 



Laacattai, Jowph Wtllaii 
Ultlcloo, Drn^ FiicbiDl 
L7aian,£. 



Patn, 



Gitmaaton. Dan'l Lancaitci, 
Loadon, Enoch Cntct, 
McisdithB. F. Norwaod. 
NorthwDod, Joiiah Prentice, 
FituGeld, 



112 



)3 4STT9) 



Alklaion, 

Chcilrr. Joa] KAnald, ■ 
Hamiicid, John Kclky. 
LnndoadariT.E. L. Piikei. 
Felhim, J.H.Chnrita,l>.D 



M'inilbim, SimueJ Hun 



I. F'l. T'l 
e 16) 94 i 






I l'«^ 



Ch-t. 



rir\, 



113 117 
41 1!' 



Dunilibtc.Mi. S. Tulinan. 
Hollii, Eli Smiih, 

Mwin. Eb< D. Hill, 

New IpEwicli, I R. Batboai. 
Prppcnll.Mi. J nine* I Iowa, 
Bindga, A.W. BuitibiiD 
Temple. Xoab Mi" 

TovDicnil,Ms. DaviilPalmcc , 
Wilton. Ill IS 

mi 5S3 BV. 

HOPKIA'TOJV ASSOCIJI TIOJ^. 

Ch'i. Minittirt. Commtiniemii 

M'l.. K'l. T' 

BoBC.iwcn.E, S-WDod.Di 

da. Wcii.Eb<!». Fiici 



Bnulfofd, Robm Tn^p, 
CsDterhury. Wni.1'jt.i.li, 
Cnrcid. KUi'lE-.uio,!, 

Dunhinon,WaltciIJ:,iii-, 
GoBttowD, It. 11. Hiini;'!], 
HenpikF[,Mo»i Sawyer, 
HoitkintoD, U. C. Haul), 
Noithfirlit, Uln Coninl, 
Pembroke, A. Bnrnham. 
Ssiiibury. A, Cn^', 



Acwonb, Pblaahii Cooke, 
AlMrid, tit. S. S. AiDoId, 
AMetd.U, 

Cheitetfield, JobD Walker, 
FiuwrllMDi, Jobn Sabin, 
Gilium, 
3l| 40 Jaffiey, Labia Ainxranb, 
Kerne, Z, S. Banlow. 

Marlbom, 

Marlov, 

Nelion, GadNflivell, 

RiucbDTy, 

Sloiliiaidjtaac Rabin ion, 

SulliTui, Wm, Muuf 

Troy, Olii C- Wblton, 

WsiIiiDglon, B. Wbile, 

WiDclwiter, 
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I. Csi!>v 
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PLYMOUTH ASSOCIATIO>r. 

JUinttlen. Cmrnnuiiund. 
M'l.. F'l. T'l. 



Bridgewaier, 
Canipton, J. L. Hale, 
Gralon, William Rolfc, 
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QRjLVGE ASSOriATIOff. "--" " 

Ka. Mihiittri. ComniMniton/J 



■FeIH, J. / 



Canun. Amoi I'oiiei, 
HaoovrrlSati. J. Tcwno, 
I^n. L-qIIfiic, S Shiiiltefr, 
Haverliili, ^ooui, G Pnwei- 
HaTcibi'.i, Korih, 
Lyme, Bixtrr Perrv, 
Oifiml. W-iLS. Uiiia. 
Orfoid ht, I.I> KarL»»i 
Dermanl, Robetl tibiu 



Nonii'IlBuiplun, J. Frpncli, 

l'o^>^loutll..^, l.VV.ruinaii 

riD.Snull>.N'.E'«rki'r,».l 

1,85 Rje.'HiiulluKloiiPotcr, 
Sor.irrsBUHli,B.I'oiUT, 
60 B9 ElMlhani, Jacob Cumniingi, 
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Amfarnt, Natbun Lord, 
Antiim, J. M. Whiton, 
FranMttown, M. Bradford, 
GnsanGeld, F. Danfailh 
HiDcnk. A. BiireFia. 
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'233 Clarcmont, JonMhu Nye, 

a I Comlth, JoMph Rowell, 

331 LebtDDD, Cilrin Culler, 

I Ncwpnft. JobD Woodt, 

14f PUioteld, Dana Cliyci, 
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EXTRACTS . 



IBOM THE 



MINUTES 



OF THE 
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JV!E W.EJLMPSHIRE, 



ASSEMBLED AT DURHAM, 



SEPTEMBER 5, 1836. 
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SCPTIMBBR 5f 1 82€. 

At a meeting of the General Association of New-Hamp» 
shire, at Durham, on the first Tuesday of September, 1896. 

From Coos Assoctatum^ 
Rev. Drury Fairbank. 

Dttrfidd Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Daniel Lancaster and Seth Famsworth. 

Haverhill Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Edward L. Parker and Joel R. Arnold. 

Mollis AssodatioH^ 
Rev. Messrs. Ebenezer Hill and Amos W. Bumham. 

Hopkinton Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Bouton and Abijah Cross* 

Monadnock Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Phinehas Cooke and Broughton White. 

Orange Association, 
Rev. Baxter Perry. 

Plymouth Assoeialioftf 
Rev. Jonathan Ward. 

Union Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Kingsbury and Nathaniel MerrilL 

Windsor Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Rowell and Jonathan Nye* 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. John Johnstone. 

General Association of Connecticut, 
* Rev. Epaphras Goodman. 

General Association of Massachuseiity 
Rcr. Elias CorxicliuB. 
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Geneni CanvetUian ef Vermont, 
Rev. Messrs. Ethan Smith and Justus W. French. 

Staie Confinnu qfMaim^ 
Ri^. Be^njaniii Tampan. 

John H. Church, D.D.^ Secretary. 

Rev. Abraham Bumham, Treasurer. 

Rev. Federal Burt, Minister of the place* 

The Association having been called to order by the 
fiandiog Seereeary — 

Rev. Dr. Church was chosen Moderator; Rev. Edward 
L. Parker, Scribe ; and Rev. Baxter Perry, Assistant 
Scribe. 

Certificates of DeltgaiioQ were read. 
The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Moderator. 
The Standing Regulations of tne Association were read. 
R€V. Messrs. A. Bumham, Churcby and Fairbanks were 
chosen a committee of Overtures ; who made a report of 
the order of business, which was accepted. 

Voiedy That the Narratives of the state of Religion be 
presented to*morrow morning, at half past 8 o'clock. 

Bav» Mtsars. Nye, Cooke, and E. Smith, were appoint- 
ed a committee to confer with Rev. Mr. Tappan, a Dele- 
gate from the General Conference of Maine, respecting a 
union with that body ; who reported in favor of the meas- 
ure : and it was 

Voted, That the union be consummated. 
Rev. Messrs. J. French^ J. W. French, and Rowell, were 
appointed a committee to consider the expediency of an 
annual visitation of the churches ; who reported — and the 
following resolve passed : — 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several District 
Associations in connexion with this body, to visit, by Del- 
egation, the destitute churches and places in their vicinity, 
fpr the purpose of holding religious meetings, inquiring in- 
to their state, and rendering them any other assistance in 
their power. 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank and Hill were appointed a com* 
mittcc to consider the expediency of revising the Standing 
Rules; who recommended, that John H« Church, D. D., 
and Rev. Messrs. John Kelly and E. L. Parker, be a com- 
mittee to make such revisions as they shall think necessary, 
and make report of their doings to this body, at the next 
annual meeting ; which was adopted- 
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Voted, That one member from each Association — viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, Lancaster, Arnold, Hill, Bouton, 
Cooke, Perry, Cunimines, Ward, Rowell, and Merrill, be 
appointed to ascertain tnc number of Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches in the State, and what proportion 
are destitute of Pastors; who reported as follows: — 



CooDtiet. 


Cbarchea. 


Supplied. 


Destitute. 


Rockingham, 
Strafford, 


34 
22 


22 
12 


12 
10 


Merrimack, 


J7 


13 


4 


Hillsborough, 
Cheshire, 


27 
37 


25 
26 


2 
11 


Grafton, 
Coos, 


27 
6 


17 

2 


10 

4 


Total— 


170 


U7 


53 



Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Merrill, and A* W. Burnham, were 
appointed a committee to nominate Delegates to foreign 
bodies. 

Rev. Messrs. J. French, C. Smith, Goodman, Merrill, 
and Perry, were appointed a committee to take Minutes, 
and report on the state of religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Parker and Perry were appointed a com- 
mittee to designate the place of the next meeting of this 
body, and the Association to furnish the preacher; who 
reported Rindge as the place, and Orange as the Associ- 
ation : which report was accepted. 

Voted, To adjourn till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjoirrnment. 

Attended public worship. Sermon by Rev. Robert 
Paige, from Eph. iii. 8. Unto me, who am less than the least 
of all saints, is this grace given — &c. 

Voted, That the Scribes be a committee to arrange and 
publish what they think requisite, of the Minutes of the 
present meeting. 

Rev. Messrs. Burt, HilK and Fairbank, were appointed 
a committee to make arrangements respecting Morning 
Prayer-meetings. 

Heard the report of Delegates to foreign bodies. 

On motion — 

Voted, That the report of the Trustees of the Widows' 
Charitable Fund be accepted, and the amendment adopted. 
— [See Appendix — J^o. I.] 

Voted, To adjourn till to-morrow morning, at half ^as.t. 
8 o'clock. 
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Met according to adjoumment. 

Rev. Messrs* Fairbaok, Cooke, and Cfopdmati, were at>« 
pointed a committee to consider the communication maoe 
to us by the Association of Connecticut, relative to a Sum- 
^mary of Faith to be adopted by the New-England churches* 
—\Ste Appendix^ Jio. %l 

Attencled to the Narr ttives of the state of religion within 
our bounds, and the other Ecclesiastical bodies connected 
M'ith us. . 

Fb/cJ, To adjourn till to-morrow mornings at 8 o^clock* 

Sept. 7. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

The f llowing persons were appointed, to certify the reg- 
ular standing oi Ministers who may wish to travel beyqnd 
the limit* of mis State — viz. Rev.Messr8.BennetTy]er,D.D^ 
Wm.F.Rowland,Abraham Burnham, John H.Church^DJD.^ 
Eii >Smiih, Waiter Harris, D.D., Zcdekiah S. Barstow^ J<>- 
Fcph Rowell, Roswell Shurtleff, Israel W. Putnam, Mosea 
Bradford, and Joseph Wiliard. 

Rev. President Tyler, and Messrs. Robinson and Bar- 
stow, were appointed a committee to prepare a Pastoral 
Letter for the next year. 

Voted^ That Rev. Abraham Btimham be Treasurer foif^ 
the next year; and Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 
^Foiedy That it be recommended to the Ministers in con- 
nexion with this body, to use their influence, as ihey shall 
JRtigc expedient, in forming Conferences of churches, ou 
iho plan adopted by our brethren in Maine. 

Voicd^ That it be recommended to all the churches in ira- 
iTiCiii Ale connexion with this General Association, to unite 
in the Annual Concert of Prayer for our Literary Institu- 
tions, on the la&t Thursday in February. 

P^otcd^ That this body spend one hour this evening, in 
this house, in prayer and praise, in reference to the very 
inlerej^ting slate of Religion in our churches, and in our 
country : and the Ministers present will recommend to their 
churches, and to all c hristians, to make the subject one of 
special humiliation^ and prayer, and praise. 

The committee, appointed to nominate Delegates to for 
eiqn bodies, made report as follows, which wasacccf icd: — 

Tn the Genet eU Assembly of the Prcshjjte^ian Chvrch^ 

Uev. Mc5sr?. Bcnnct Tyler, D. D. Delegate, 

Abraham Burnham, Suli^litutc. 

To the General Association ofCcnncctkvt^ 
Zedekiah S. Barstow, Moses Bradford, Delegates. 
liobcri Pq/gc, Archibald Buvge?iS, S'vili^uuai-'ii. 
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To Ae General AsiociatumofMoisachmetts^ 
William Balch, Joel R. Arnold, Delegates, 
Baxter Perry, Ebenezer Hill, Substitutes. 

To the General Convention of Vermontj 
RosweU Shurtleff, John Woods, Delegate^ 
Seth S. Arnold, John M. Whiton, SoUtitatea^ 

To the Evangelical ConBOcialion of Rhod^Island, 
Edward L. Parker, Abraham bumham, Delegates, 
Ephraim P. Bradford, Dana Clayes, Substitutes. 

To the StaU Conference of Maine^ 
Jonathan Nye, Nathaa Lord, Delegates, 
Federal Burt, Joseph W. Clary, Substitutes. 

• 

' t^oted^ That the thanks of this General Amciation be 
presented to Rtr. Mr. Burt, and through him to the peopte 
tof Durham, for their friendship and hospitality manifested 
during their present session ; and also to the choir of singers 
for their Ter jr acceptable serrices. 
The meetmg was closed with prayer. 

JOHH H. CHURCH, MoDnuLTot. 

Atlesi— 
Bdward L. Paexeb, Scribe. 
Saxtie FwuiYy Aisiit^m Scrih$» 
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^T a meeting of the General Association of New-Hamp» 
shirei at Durham, on the first Tuesdaj of September, 18IM. 

From Coo8 Assodatian^ 
Rev. Drury Fairbank. 

Deerfidd Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Daniel Lancaster and Seth Famswortb. 

Haverhill Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Edward L. Parker and Joel R. Arnold. 

Hollis AssoctatioH, 
Rev. Messrs. Ebenezer Hill and Amos W. Bumham. 

Hopkinton Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Bouton and Abijah Cross* 

Monadnock Association^ 
Rev. Messrs. Phinehas Cooke and Broughton White. 

Orange Association^ 
Rev. Baxter Perry. 

Plymouth Asioeialionf 
Rev. Jonathan Ward. 

Union Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Kingsbury and Nathaniel MerrilL 

Windsor Association, 
Rev. Messrs. Joseph Rowcll and Jonathan Nye» 

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. John Johnstone. 

General Association of Connecticut, 
Rev. Efiaphras Goodman. 

Genera! Association q/*Jtf(UfachusttU> 
Rev. Elias CorxicUuft. 






GentTMl C<mDerUum of Vermont, 
Rev. Messrs. Ethan Smith and Justus W. French. 

Stale Conferenu i/Maime^ 
Aer. Benjamin Taf>pmi. 

John H. Church, D. D., Secretary. 

Rev. Abraham Bumham, Treasurer. 

Rev. Federal Burt, Minister of the place. 

The Association having been called to order by the 
Mndiog Secretary — 

Rev. Dr. Church was chosen Moderator; Rev. Edward 
L. Parker, Scribe ; and Rev. Baxter Perry, Assistant 
Scribe. 

Certificates of Delegation were read. 
The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Moderator. 
The Standing Regulations of tne Association were read. 
Rev. Messrs. A. Bumham, Churchy and Fairbanks were 
chosen a committee of Overtures ; who made a report of 
the order of business, which was accepted. 

Voted, That the Narratives of the state of Religion be 
presented to-morrow morning, at half past 8 o'clock. 

Etv* Messrs. Nye, Cooke, and E. Smith, were appoint- 
ed a committee to confer with Rev. Mr. Tappan, a Dele- 
gate from the General Conference of Maine, respecting a 
union with that body ; who reported in favor of the meas» 
ure : and it was 

Voted^ That the union be consummated. 
Rev. Messrs. J. French^ J. W. French, and Rowell, were 
appointed a committee to consider the expediency of an 
annual visitation of the churches ; who reported — and the 
following resolve passed : — 

Resolvedf That it be recommended to the several District 
Associations in connexion with this body, to visit, by Del- 
egation, the destitute churches and places in their vicinity, 
fqr the purpose of holding religious meetings, inquiring in- 
to their state, and rendering them any other assistance in 
their power. 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank and Hill were appointed a rom- 
miitee to consider the expediency of revising the Standing 
Rules ; who recommended, that John H. Church, D. D., 
and Rev. Messrs. John Kelly and E. L. Parker, be a com- 
mittee to make such revisions as they shall think necessary, 
and make report of their doines to this body, at the next 
annual meeting ; which was ndoptod. 



Voted, That one member from each Association — viz. 
Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, Lancaster, Arnold, Hill, Bouton, 
Cooke, Perry, Cummines, Ward, Rowell, and Merrill, be 
appointed to ascertain tne number of Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches in the State, and what proportion 
are destitute of Pastors; who reported as follows: — 



CooDtlet. 


Cborchei« 


Supplied. 


DestUutf. 


Rockingham, 
Strafford, 


34 

22 


22 
12 


12 
10 


Merrimack, 

Hillsborough, 

Cheshire, 


17 

27 
37 


13 
25 
26 


4 

2 

11 


Grafton, 
Coos, 


27 
6 


17 

2 


10 

4 



Total— 170 117 53 

Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Merrill, and A. W. Burnham, were 
appointed a committee to nominate Delegates to foreign 
bodies. 

Rev. Messrs. J. French, C. Smith, Goodman, Merrill, 
and Perry, were appointed a committee to take Minutes, 
and report on the state of religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Parker and Perry were appointed a com- 
mittee to designate the place of the next meeting of this 
body, and the Association to furnish the preacher; who 
reported Rindgt as the place, and Orangt as the Associ- 
ation : which report was accepted. 

VoUd, To adjourn till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjoifrnment. 

Attended public worship. Sermon by Rev. Robert 
Paige, from Eph. iii. 8. Unto me, who am less than the least 
of all saints, is this grace given — &c. 

Voted, That the Scribes be a committee to arrange and 
publish what they think requisite, of the Minutes of the 
present meeting. 

Rev. Messrs. Burt, HilK and Fairbank, were appointed 
a committee to make arrangements respecting Morning 
Prayer-meetings. 

Heard the report of Delegates to foreign bodies. 

On motion — 

Voted, That the report of the Trustees of the Widows' 
Charitable Fund be accepted, and the amendment adopted. 
— [Su Appendix — J^o. 1.] 

Voted, To adjourn till to-morrow morning, at half past 
8 o'clock. 
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SIct according to adjoummenu 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, Cooke, and Cfopdman, were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the communication maae 
to us by the Association of Connecticut, relative to a Sum- 
.mary of Faith to be adopted by the New-England churches* 
—I Stt Jhpmdix^Xo. %\ 

Attended to the Narr itives of the state of religion withiir 
our bounds, and the other Ecclesiastical bodies connected 
M'ith us. 

Voted, To adjourn till to«morrow mornings at 8 o^ciock. 

Sept. 7. 

Met agre^bly to adjournment. 

The f llowing persons were appointed, to certify the reg- 
ular standing oTJdinisUrs who may wish to travel beyx]|nd 
the limit* of mis State — viz. Rev.Mebsrs.BennetTyler,D.D^ 
Wm.F.Rowland,Abraham Burnham, John H.ChurcbfDJ).^ 
Eli Smith, Walter Harris, D.D., Zedekiah S. Barstow, Jo: 
soph Rowell, Roswell Shurtleff, Israel W. Putnam, Mosee 
Bradford, and Joseph Willard. 

Rev. President Tyler, and Messrs. Robinson and Bar- 
stow, were aippointed a committee to prepare a Pastoral 
Letter for the next year. 

Voted, That Rev. Abraham Bumham be Treasurer fof 
the next year; and Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 
y Voted, That it be recommended to the Ministers in con- 
nexion with this body, to use their influence, as ihey shall 
JKtIgc expedient, in forming Conferences of churches, ou 
ihr plan adopted by our brethren in Maine. 

Vo(id^ That it be recommended to all the churches in im- 
iTiccliite connexion with this General Association, to unite 
in the Annual Concert of Prayer for our Literary Insiitu- 
lions, on the la^t Thursday in February. 

Voted, That this body s()end one hour this evcniiig, in 
this hou?e, in prayer and praise, in reference to the very 
interesting state of Religion in our churches, and in our 
country : and the Ministers present will recommend to their 
churches, and to all ( hristians, to make the subject one of 
special humiliation^ and prayer, and praise. 

The committee, appointed to nominate l^clegates to for 
eiqn l>odies, made report as follows, which was acce; icd : — 

To the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Chvrch, 

Rev. Messrs. Bennct Tyler, D. D. Dclc^r.ir, 

Abraham Burnham, Subbtitutc. 

To the General Association of CcnneCricvi^ 
Zc(}cU\oh S. Barstow, Moses Bradford, Delepnte?. 
Robert Pi^igc, Archibald liuYg^^i^, ^^o^VvavwVv:^, 
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To Ae Omeral AsiocUUion ofMassachtutito^ 
William Batch, Joel R. Arnold, Dele^tes, 
Baxter Perry, Ebenezer Hill, Substitutes. 

To the General Convenikn of Vermantj 
RosweU Shurtleff, John Woods, Delegate^ 
Seth S. Arnold, John M. Wbiton, Sobstitutesk 

To the EvanffeUeal Cansociatwn of RhoJk'Island, 
Edward Lto Parker, Abraham cumham. Delegates, 
Ephraim P. Bradford, Dana Clayes, Substitutes. 

To Ae State Conference of jlf ome, 
Jonathan Nye, Natha« Lord, Delates* 
Federal Burt, Joseph W. Clary, Sobetkiites, 

t^oted^ That the thanks of this General Association be 
preseiited to Rer. Hn Burt, and through him to the peophi 
lof Durham, for their friendship and hospitality manifested 
during their present session ; and also to the choir of singisrs 
for their very acceptable senrices. 

The meetmg was closed with prayer. 

JOHH H. CHURCH) MoDUAToa. 
AiU$%— 
Coward L» PAana, Scribe. 
ftAXTsa PmiT, AmitmU Scribe^ 
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BtepoTt ol i\ie state ol T^LeWgloa. 

In presenting a statement of the condition of the churches 
tvithin our bounds, a jear ago, we.were constrained to hang 
our harps upon tfie willows, and to mourn over our moral 
dcsokittons, which seemed to be widening and extending. 
Revivals of religion were few. And while other sections 
of our country shared largely in spiritual mercies, we were 
almost led to say, Tht gloryi has diparud from f(em-Hamp» 
shire. 

But at this anniversary, we are furnished with pleasing 
evidence, that, when iniquity prevails, the Spirit of the 
Lord is able to lift up a standard against it.-<-For while we 
have to deplore, on the present occasipn* the cxisteofCA of 
many evils, we are also permitted to bless God for mi^J 
sigtfal mercies. ; . 

As in former years, we have now to lament thit e^tensjvi^ 
prevalence of uitemperancc, and Sabba(b4>reakHagi m4 
their kindred viccs-r-tbe numerous instances in which |he 
institutions of our holy religion are disregarded — the erro- 
neous sentiments of many professing christians — and the 
insensibility and dcadness of many whose names are eiv*. 
rolled among the friends of Christ. And we yet bare oe^- 
casion to weep over numerous churches and societlcsi wks^ 
have none statedly to break to them :he bread of life. 

These alarming evils, it Is believed, have been viewed 
by the friends of Zion with deep emotion ; and during the 
past year especially, prayer has been made, without ceas- 
ing, to God, that he would kindly interpose— -open iha 
windows of Heaven — and bless us with a refresbini influ* 
ence from above. He that heareth prayer, has vouchsafed 
a gracious answer : and more of our churches have been 
visited by the Spirit of God, than it has been our privilege 
to record in any preceding year. 

In more than twenty of our congregations, religion has 
been revived. And it is confidently hoped, that, through 
the operation of the Divine Spirit, several hundreds in 
these places have been prepared to labour for the cause of 
Christ on earth, and ultimately to sing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb in the upper world. 

The towns most highly favoured, are, Dartmouth Col- 
lege, Orford, Mason, Ly ndeborough, Dunbarton, Goifstown, 
Hebron, Groton, and Greenfield. In these, and some other 
places, wonders of mercy have been displayed. The hoary- 
headed sinner has bowed to the mild sceptre of Peace ; and 
fhc lisping babe has sung hosannah to the Son of David. 
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Efforts to iDStnict the rising generation have been stamp- 
ed with the approbation of Eleaven. The salutary influoBce 
of Sabbath-schools and Bible-classes is more and more felt 
among us. Special seasons of prayer — church conferences 
— church fosts — and church committees, inquiring into the' 
spiritual state of each individual member — have been re- 
markablj blessed. The Lord has indeed most signally 
manifested his readiness to succeed everv means of religion^ 
and every christian enterprise, undertaKen in humble reli- 
ance on nis srace. In this way, be seems to be distinctly 
calling on his people, by his providence as well as by his 
word, to be workers together with him. 

We feel bound, on this occasion, to give special thanks 
to God, that our Domestic Missionary Society is so efficient 
ih the work of repairing our desolations ; and that it h'^s so 
strone a hold on the confidence and affection of our churches 

May it share largel v in our prayers, and be liberally 

funfished by our contributions. 

Within the bounds of the Presbyterian Church, many 
precious revivak of religion have been experienced during 
the past year. There has been an increase of five Pres- 
byteries to that body : and much is doing to supply the 

destitute churches, particularly to the SoutK and West. 

Their Theological Seminaries are sending forth a goodly 
number of young men who promise great usefulness to the 
churches. 

As in other portions of the church, connected with this 
body, the Concert of' Prayer is generally observed, and 
benevolent institutions, Sabbath-schools, and Bible-classes, 
dre in operation. A friendly correspondence is maintained 
with eight distinct Ecclesiastical Bodies^ and, notwithstand- 
ing some difference of opinion on minor points, a pleasing 
union of sentiment prevails respecting the essential doctrines 
of the gospel. 

In Connecticut, the friends of Zion find many things to 
cheer their hearts, and encourage evangelical exertion. — 
Increasing endeavours are making to retard the progress 
and resbt the influx of vice, with animating prospects of 
succeis. Their Domestic Missionary Society is rising, and 
their charitable institutions generally are prosperous. The 
power of public sentiment is advancing on the side of good 
order, morality, and religion ; and ten or more churches 
have graciously shared, the last year, in effusions of the 
Holy SpiriL 

From Massachusetts, we hear, with deep interest, of the 
imiperity of their Zion. The metropolis of the Slate^ aad 
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many other places, have been and still are blessed of God. 
In charitable efforts, no State in the Union surpasses this. 
JHer benevolence, in its kindly influence, is fell to the ends 
of the earth. The friends of the Redeenipr are taking a 
decided stand against prevailing errors: and the cause of 
God is continually gaining new accessions of strength. 

From Maine, we learn, that the interests of religion hi 
that State are rising. Within two years, more than twentj 
ministers have been settled. Two thirds of their Congre- 
gational churches are now supplied w;ilh Pastors. There 
are established, in almost all their counties. Conferences of 
thurchcs. The meetings of these Confrrences have been 
pre-eminent among the means which God has blessed, to 
miild op Zion. A disposition to obtain and support a com- 
petent ministry, is increasing. During the last year, revi- 
vals, some of which were powerful, were enjoyed in ten'dr 
twelve places. 

The accounts from Vermont are unusually animating. — 
The dews of grace, which have been descending with pro- 
fusion on various parts of the State, have given increased 
beauty and fertility to those verdant mountain^ and fruitflil 
vales. The last was distinguished, even above preceding 
years, for numerous and great revivals. All those Bible, 
Missionary, and other religious institutions, and auxiliaries 
to the preached word, which have been mentioned in the 
Reports ot other States, art multiplying and exteodtng is 
Vermont. 

In tonclusion, we can only prostrate our souls before the 
Throne of the Highest, and say— ^JVoe unto w, not unteus^ 
hU tm/o thy name^ bt all the glory, and all thcprain. 
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No. 1. 

Extracts from the Rm)rt of the TrusUes of the Widom^ 

Charitable Fund. 

Thb Trustees would remind their brethren, that the fol- 
lowing plan was proposed, by this body, to procure means 
for relieving the indigent VVidows and Children of deceased 
Ministers — viz. That contributions be requested, annually, 
rafter the Rcclesiasticdl Convention Sermon, and the Gen- 
eral Association Sermon r also, that each Congregational 
and Presbyterian Minister in this Slate, be requested to pay 
One fJollar annually, to this charity ; and to ask a contri- 
bution, or open a subscription, in his society, for this object* 

It is now nine years since the distribution of this en iri- 
ly :oiDmenccd. The last year, seven Widows rrreiv- 
cd a pittance from this Fund. But the Trustees arc sorry 
to be obliged to state, that the scantiness of their moans, 
and the increase of appKcatiotis, have compelled them to 
jedoce the grant of j^30, formerly made to one of these 
Widows, to J20 — and to allow to two others, only $10 
each ; and to one needy applicant, Ahej haive not as yet 
been able to render any relief. 

One of the Trustees, the last winter, visited a Widow, 
who has bcpD for a time a recipient of this charity, and 
heard from her the following statement — With a feeble con- 
stitution, she was left with several children, and without 
the least means of support but her own labour and the 
charity of others. She had not a single relative who was 
able to relieve her. Her older children scarcely main- 
tained themselves; and her youngest was a sickly daughter, 
who continually needed a mothers care. In this situation, 
assistance from the town was granted to her: but it was 
with a proposal, to remove from her the feeble child, who 
has been mentioned. Unable to endure the idea of such a 
separation, she stated, that she should be contented, if she 
might be favoured with the use of a room, necessary fuel, 
and such a sum as would be necessary to support the 
daughter elsewhere. This was granted : and, committing 
herself and children to the Widow's God, she trusted that 
she should, in some way, be sustained. In the^e circum- 
stances; $20 reached her from the Widows' Charitable 
Fund. It was a most seasonable relief. She sat down, and 
wept for joy; and poured foilh her thanks to QotI, and her 
sratitude to his ministers, throush whom iVi\& Vie\\)W^co\&5u 
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It is desirable, that each iuini6ter in our connexion, ift 
tjbe btatc, should make it a matter of conscience to con^ 
tribute a d liar, at Irast, every year. 

The atnendnien* of the Constitution adopted, is,that /7ve 
instead of seven members of the Board of TrusteeS| shall 
hereafter constitute a quorum. 

No. 2. 

The committee, appointed to take into consideratioD the 
proposal of the G« neral Association of Connecticut, in 
reference to the iorming a brief summary of the principal 
doctrines of our holy religion, beg leave to report^ ttiat 
they arc not in favor of making iny innovations upon that 
suuimar^ contained in what is generally termed the West- 
xnmster Confession or Shorter Catechism : and as they un- 
derstand that such proposal does not conlen)plate any such 
innovations, they recommend, that a cemmittce, from this 
body, consisting of three, be appointed to correspond i^ith 
the committee appointed from tne above named respectable 
body, upon the subject; and that said committee mak« 
report ol their doings at the next annual meeting of this 
Association. 

Tins report was accepted; and John H. Church, D. D., 
V alter Harris, D. D.', and Itev. John Kelly, were appoints 
pd the committee* 



^Ja^^A^A, 




IKff intfirLi— MJn^i^yih 



JSSOCMTTOJira 

VRITKD IV THC GKNCaAL AS60C3UTION OF NIW-BAMVfBMb 

Charchet* fifhiiiterk Com»inw»n<i. 

MmUi. Fema. 7V/«|» 

Bath, David Sutherland, 69 135 194 

Bethlehem, 10 17 37 

Colebrook, Orlando G. Thatcher, 23 46 6d 

Dahon, • • - - 10 16 36 

Franconia, 2 79 

Lancaster, Joseph Willard, 16 45 60 

Littleton, Drury Fairbanks 23 38 60 

Lyman, E. 13 14 26 

Lyman, fF. - - - - - 30 27 47 

Petcy, - - - - S 7 10 

Shelbarne, - - • -5813 

WhitefieW, - - - ^- - 3 3 6 

194 343 437 

Deerfieli •iBaoctalian. 

{Jfumber of Communkania net rcporiacit) 

Haverhill Jig8§eiationm 

Atkinson, 

Chester, ' Joel R. Arnold, 43 70 1 1 3 

Hampstead, John Kelly, • 33 44 66 

Londonderry, £. Edward L. Parker, 49 147 196 

Pelham, John H. Church, D. D. 37 61 98 

Plai**tow, 

Salem, William Balch, 

Windham, Samuel Harris, 

160 333 472 

■I I ■■■II I—— 

JBoUis JiBociatian. 

Hollis, Eli Smith, 

Mason, Ebenezer Hill, 

Mew-Ipswich, Isaac R* Barbour, 395 

Rindgr, ^ Amos W. Boroham, 46 135 171 

Tem, ie, Noah Miles^ 

Wilton^ 2d cbiurch, 

46 125 46g 
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Hapkinton ^BM&eiation 



^B^BtRPflflkAtf 


Miniiten. 


CoauDiiDbairt»k 


• 


• 


Malti 


- JrC^IIA- 


7W^ 


Boscawen, E. 


Samuel Wood, D. IX 






27S 


Boscawen, fF. 


Ebenezer IVice, 


49 


69 


lis 


Bow, 


. 


7 


17 


24 


Bradford, 


Robert Paige, 


13 


38 


51 


Canterbury, 


•^ William Patrick, 


51 


89 


40 


Concord, 


Nathaniel Boutoa, - 


m 


243 


370 


l>anburj, 


• . • 


7 


14 


SI 


Dun barton, 


Walter Harris, D. D. 








Gofistown, 


Henry Wood, 


27 


95 


122 


Henniker, 










Hopkinton, 


^ Roger C. Hatch, 


58 


144 


202 


Northfield, 


Liba Conant, 


• 8 


16 


94 


Pembroke, 


Abraham Burnharo, 


42 


121 


163 


Salisbury, 


Abijah Cross, 


2P 


G9 


97 


Sanbomton,. 


Abraham Bodwell^ 


49 


99 


148 


Warner, 










• 


Orange •isBociatian. 


466 


914 


165S 


Canaan, 


Amos Foster, 


15 


30 


45 


Dartmo. College, ftoswell Shurtleff, - 








Hanover, E. 


Josiah Towne, 


55 


120 


175 


Haverhill, 


Grant Poi^ars, - - 


27 


56 


83 


Lyme, 


Baxter Perry, - - 


74 


IM 


194 


Orford, E. 


James D. Famsworth, > 


43 


98 


141 


Orford, W. 


Sylvester Dana, 


21 


45 


66 


Pierraont, 


Robert Blake, 


235 


469 






704 




Monainock dssociatian. 






Acworth, 


Phinehas Cooke, 


• 




208 


Aktead, 1st Ghl 


1 Seth S. Arnold, 


- 


- 


62 


Alstead, 3d chh. . . • 




m 


47 


FUswilltam, 


John S^bia, 


• 




191 


Jaffrey, 


Luke 'tinsworth, 


< 






Keene^ 


Zedekiah S. Barstow, - 


• 


m 


£17 


Lanfi^don, 
Mttrlhorough, 










Salmon Bennet, 


- 


- 


106 


Nekon^ 


Gad Newell, 


m • 




132 


^toddarc), 


Isaac Robinson, • • 


m 


- 


149 


Sollivaii, 


William Muzzy, 


m 


« 


83 


Troy. 


Otis C. Whiton, - 


• 




45 


WolujitgtoiH 


BMughlM Wiutfl^ .^ 


- 


m 


95 



153» 



C, > ^4, 'J^ 




'il^.jc.j^ilX 



'J A I'-/ 



Alpxaiidria, 

Bridge water, 

CamptOD, 

Groton, 

Hebron, 

Meredith, 

Plymouthi 

Thornton, 



IS 

JPlpnouth Association. 

MkutUn. 



Comfliiidicanti. 

4 5 9 
19 



Jonathan L. Hale, 
William Rolfe, 



Jonathan Ward, 
Andrew Kankin, 



13 
64 
25 
14 
10 
19 
16 



Barrington, 

Brentwood, 

Dover, 

Durham, 

Epping, 

Exeter, Istchh. 

Exeter, 2d chh. 

Greenland, 

Hampton, 

Hampton-Falls, 

ILingston, 

North-Hampton, 

PortsoMMith, J^. 

Portsisoath, S, 

Rochester, 

Rje. 

Somersworth, 

Stratham, 



Piacataqna Jbsociation. 



Luke A. Spofibrd, - 
Joseph W. Clary, - 

Federal Burt, 

• * • 

William F. Rowland, 
Isaac Hurd, 
Ephraim Abbot, 
Josiah Webster, 



** 



Jonathan French, 
Israel W. Putnam, - 
Nathan Parker, D. D. 
Isaac Willej, 
Huntington Porter, 
Reuben Porter, 
Jacob Cummings, _ - 



3 

10 

16 

6 

8 

18 

5 

7 

40 

8 

9 

38 

30 

9 
15 



32 
83 136 
27 62 



35 
36 
51 

37 



8 

37 

43 

21 

28 

80 

25 

33 

104 

20 

31 

112 

134 

42 
35 



217 777 

Union Juaocumon. 

{NumhtT of Ckmmamuuiis not rqforUd,) 

Windsor Association. 
Clarement, Jonathan Nye, - 

Cornish, Joseph Rowell, 

Lebanon, Calvin Cutler, 

nainfield,(Mer.par.) Dana Clayea, ... 



37 83 

50 110 

32 63 

39 72 



3» 
36 
70 
43 



155 262 417 



.47 

ii 

36 

98 

30 

40 

144 

28 

40 

150 

154 

51 

50 



24 30 



384 



110 

160 

35 

111 



148 338 476 
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MINUTES-^c, 



jAlt a meetmg of the Geoerat Association of New-Ham]^ 
shire, at Rindge^ o^, T^iesday, Sept. 4, 1 887, there were 
present-v- 

JFVom Cakdcnia Association^ 
Rev. Drury Fairbank-^ 

DurfieUl Assoctatum^ 
Rev. Daniel Lancaster — 

Haverhill AsiociaHon^ 
Rev. John Kelly^ Rev. Samuel Harris**- 

Hollis Association^ / 
Rev. David Palmer, Rev« James Howe — 

Hoplcinton Association, 
Rev. Walter Harris, D. D. Rev. Ebenezer Pricer* 

Monadnock Association^ 
Rev. Gad Newell, Rev. Seth S. Arnold-^ 

Orange Association^ 
Rev. Bennet Tyler, D. D. Rev. Amos Foster-*- 

Piscataqua Association, 
Rev. Ilontiogton Porter, Rev. Josiah Webster-r- 

Plymouth Association, 
Rev. Jonathan Ward-^ 

Union Association, 
jftcv. John Lawton, Rev. John M. Whiton — 

Windsor Association, 
Rev. Dana Clayes, Rev. Charles Bt Hadduckr^ 

General Assembh of the Presbyterian Church, 
Rev. Asa Hillyer, p. D.— 

General Association, of Connectiout^ 
fL^f Jfune? Porter-^ 
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GiTural Cwtvention of Vermont^ 
Rev. Samuel R. Hall, Rev. Amos Drury — 

General Conference ofMaine^ 
Re¥. Thaddens Pomroy — 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D., Secretary^^ 

Rev. Abraham Bumham, Treaturer of the Gen.As§ociation — 

Rev. Amos W. Burnham, Minister of the place. 

The Asso':iation having been called to order by Rer<r 
Amos W. Burnham — Rev. Walter Harris, D. D., was cho- 
sen Moderator; Rev. John M. Whiton, Scribe; ancj Rev. 
Seth S. Arnold, Assistant Scribe* • 

Certificates of Delegation were read» 

Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 

Rev. Vjessrs. Tyler, Fairbank, and Abraham Burnham, 
were chosen a Committee of Overtures; who made a report 
on the order of business, which was accepted, 

Voted^ That half past S o^clock to-morrow morning, be 
assigned as the hour for receiving Narratives of the state 
of Religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Kelly, Price, Pomroy, Drury, and Web- 
ster, were appomted a Committee to take minutes of the 
Narratives, and form a Report. 

Rev. Messrs* Lawton, Ward, and Clares, were appoint- 
ed a Committee to nominate Delegates irom this Associa- 
tion to foreign Bodies. 

Rev. Messrs. Harris, Abraham Burnham, and Bouton, 
were chosen a Committee to prcpiaire a Pastoral Letter for 
the next year. 

Resolved^ That we, the members of the New-Hampshire 
General Association, in view of the pernicious effects of the 
use of ardent spirits, will abstain entirely from the use of 
such spirits, and of wine, during the present session. 

Adjourned till 2 o^clock^ P.M. -^ 

Met according to aJHoumment. 

Received a Report from the ftev. Robert Page, Dele- 
gate to the General Association of Connecticut. 

The following persons were appointed to certify the reg- 
ular standing of Ministers, who may travel beyond the 
limits of the State— to wit : Rev. Messrs. David Suther- 
land, John H. Church, D. D., Ebenezer Hill, Nathaniel 
3outon, Zedekiah K. Barstow, Bennet Tyleri D. P., Ja-^ 



cob Cumming^, Jonathan WarJ, Nathan Lord, Joseph 
Rowell, and Josiah Prentice. 

Rev. Messrs. Amos W* Burnham, Abraham Burnhami 
and Ward, were appointed ^ Committee to designate per- 
sons to lead in the morning prayer meetings. 

Appobted the Rev. Abraham Buroham, Treasurer, and 
Rev. Nathaniel B.QiAiton, Auditor, for the ensuing year. 

Voied^ Thai each m'emberof the Associations constituting 
^is Body, pay ^ ta|c of fifty cents (or the year past, and of 
the same sum for the year jensuing. 

Retolvedj That it be recommended to the District Asso- 
piations, that they take measures to secure the payment of 
One Dollar, annually, from each pf their members, for the 
Widows' Charitable Fund. 

VoUdj That Salisbury be the place of the next meeting 
of this General Association ; and that the Piscataqua Asso* 
ciatioq appoint a Preacher. 

Adjourned till to-morrow mornings 8 6*clock» 

Wkdmksdat, Sept. 5, 1827. 
Met according lo adjournment* 
Rev. Messrs. Ward and Kelly were appointed a Com- 
mittee to consider a communication from the Prison Disci- 
pline Society, and report thereon. 

Assumed the order of the day, and heard Narratives of 
the state of Relieion. 

Adjourned 611 2 o'clock^ p. m. 

Met according to adjournment. 
Finished the hearing o? Narratives of the state of Re* 
iigion. 

Adjourned till to-morrow mornings 8 o^clock* 

Thursday, Sbpt. 6, 1827. 
Mtt according to adjournment. 

The Committee^ on the communication of the Prison 
Discipline Society, reposed areso^tion, highly approving 
the object apd plan of said Society ; which was adopted. 

The Committee, appointed last year, to correspond with 
a Committee of the General Association of Connecticut, on 
the forming of a Brief Summary of Christian Doctrines, 
reported, that they had had no correspondence on the 
suDJect* They requested to be released from any further 
attention to the business, on the ground that nosubstanti?\l 
bfBnefit would result from the attempt to formi at this time, 



n new Summar J of the Christian Faith ; and that a better 
Creed, all things considered, than the Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism, would not probably be framed. — ^Tneir report 
was accepted, and their request granted. 

Votedj That the Secretary be directed to communicate 
the above result to the General Association of Connecticutt 

A Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Church, Tyleff 
nnd Palmer, to whom was referred a memorial from the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, proposing 
an alteration of an Article in the Plan of Union ana Cor- 
respondence between the two Bodies, presented the follow* 
ing Report, which was adopted — to wit; 

^' This General Association have felt happy in their con? 
nexion with the General Assembly. They sought it on 
such terms only as would be mutually satisfactory ; and 
have no wish that it should be continued on such terms as 
would infringe on the provisions of the Constitution of their 
Church. They therefore readily accede to then* wish, 
that Delegates tp their Body, from this Association, shall 
have the privilege of only sitting and deliberating with 
them. Tbey wish, however, that this alteration should 
not, in the least, prevent or diminish the Christian and 
Ministerial intercourse between the two Bodies.^ 

Kesglvcd^ That Rev. Messrs^ Tyler^ Church, and Kelly, 
be a Committee to report, next year, whether aoy meas* 
\ircs, and if any, what, can be adopted, to secure the 
better observation of the Sabbath. 

Resohed't That this Association highly approve the ob- 
ject of the American Society for the Promotion of Tem- 
perance, and rejoice at the great change which is taking 
place in public sentiment and practice, on this subject : 
and that we will use our endeavours to promote the object 
which the American Society has in view. 

Voiedy That Tuesday evening be hereafter appropriated 
to the use of the New-Hampshire Branch of the American 
Education Society. 

Resolved, That the General Association highly approve 
of the measures which have been adopted to increase the 
usefulness of the Repository ar^d Observer : and in view of 
the rreat importance of having a religious paper circulated 
widely through the State, we do earnestly recommend to 
the several Ministers and Churches, that they, by all 
means in their powi&ri endeavour to promote subscriptiopi 
for the paper. 
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kiiohtii That this Association rejoice in the efforts which 
have been made the past year in this State, by the Branch 
of the American Tract Society at Boston, Auxiliary to the 
National Institution at New-York : and that we deem it im- 
portant, that these efforts be continued and extended 
through the State. 

Rev. Messrs. Church, Lord, and Abraham Burnharo^ 
were appointed a Committee to prepare a new and enlargca 
form of a Schedule, for the use of this Association. 

The following persons were appointed Delegates to the 
respective foreign Bodies, with which thia Association is 
connected — to wit : 

To Ae GtntTid AsstnMy of the Presbyterian Churchy 
Rev. Grant Powers, of Haverhill, Delegate, 
Rev. Isaac Robinson, of Stoddard, Substitute. 

To the General Association of Conneeticut^ 
Rev. John M. Whiton, of Antrim, ) n^t ^,^ 
Rev. Edward L. Parker, of Derry, I L^eiegates, 

Rev. Eli Smith, of Hollis, ) Substitutes 

Rev. Jona. French, of North-Hampton, J ^"^i»'"tes\ 

To the Oeneral Association of Massachusetts j 
Rev. Baxter Perrv, of Lyme, ) ry^u^^.^ 

Rev. Ebcne«er Hill, of Mason, 5 Liciegatei^ 

Rev. Sylvester Dana, of Orford, ) « , ^... . . 

Rev. J^eph W. Clary, of Dover, } Substitutes. 

To the General Convention of Vermont^ 
Rev. John Sabin^ of Fitzwilliam, ) n i »«.« e 

Rev. Abijah Cross, of Salisbury, J i^eiegates,. 

Rev. Seth S. Arnold, of Alstead,. ) Q„K«tiiiif#Hu 

Rev. Daniel Lancaster, of Gilmanton, $ ^^«"^^ 

To the Evangelical ConsodcUion (f Rhode-Island^ 
Rev. Dana Clayes, of Plainfield, ) r\ i ^# - 

Rev. J. D. Parnsworth, of Orford, J Delegates, 

Rev. Amos Poster, of Canaan, ) c..u«#:#«»-»*. 

Rev. Henry Wood, of Goffstown, \ Substitutes, 

To the State Conference ofMaine^ 
Rev. Nathaniel Bouton,*^ of Concord, ) noi««raf^ 
Rev. Amos W. Bumham, of Rindge, 5 ^«*^ga^«s» 

Rev. Ebenezer Price, of Boscawen, > « ,Koi:#.i#«- 
Rev. Broughton White, of Washington, J ^JUDsmuiei. 



The Committee, appointed to revise the Standing Roieit 
of this Association, reported the followirg, which were 
adopted — ^to wit r 

1. This General Association shall, be opened on the 
first Tuesdapr of September, at 10 o^clock, A. M. with the 
usual Associational Sermon. 

2. At the close of the religious exercises, the Pre^acbcr 
shall take the chair, and preside till a Moderator is chosen. 

3. A Scribe, and an Assistant Scribe, shall then be 
chosen. ... 

4. The meeting shall daily Se opened and closed bj 
prayer. 

6, The Secretary shall previously prepare a Docket, 
\Tbich may be amended ana enlarged oy the Moderator 
and Scribes. 

G. A Nominating Committee shall be chosen, who shall 
nominate all important Committees^ and also Delegates to 
other Bodies. The acceptance of their report shall con- 
firm the appointments. 

7. No motion shall be discussed, unless it be seconded. 
A motion shall be ftiduced to writing, at the request of the 
Moderator. 

a. The Moderator, while in the chair, shall not speak 
to the merits of a question. 

9. Seven members shall be a quorum^ 

10. The Minutcs^of each day's session shall be read. 

11. No member shall retire without leave of the Mod- 
erator: or have leave of absence without the vote of the 
Association. 

1 2. Punctual attendance is expected of everv member ; 
and more especially of the Moderator and Scribes. 

1 3. The appointment of Delegates to other Bodies in 
our Connexion, shall be considered as duly certified to 
them by the printed Minutes of this Association. 

14. It is expected of every District Association, to fur? 
nish a written Narrative of the numbed of their Churches 
and Pastors, and of the state of Religion within their 
bounds. 

] 5. Each Association is requested to send annually to 
this Body, one Delegate who attended the preceding ^ear ; 
and this Delegate is desired to bring with nim the Mmutes> 
of the previous meeting. 

16. The Scribes, and the Committee on the s^te of 
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Religion, shall carefully transmit to the Secretary the 
Schedules and other papers which he should keep on iSle. 
. 17. The Publishing Committee, shall see that the iVlin* 
utes, as soon as printed, are distributed to the Delegates 
to other Bodies, and to the several Associations* 

18. The religious Narratives shall commence on Tues- 
day afternoon, at 3 o'clock; and be resumed on Wednes- 
day forenoon, at 10 o^clock. 

19. These Rules shall be readi at the opening of every 
annual meetine. 

W J 

Resolved^ That the Rev. Mr. Burnliam be requested to 
accept for himself, and to communicate to his people, the 
thanks of the General Association, for the kind hospitality 
they have manifested towards them the present session : 
and to the choir of singers, for their acceptable services at 
public worship : also, the gratification of this Association, 
m view of the good example exhibited by this people, in 
Refraining from offering ardent spirits and wine, as a part 
of the entertainment. 



The Association having voted to adjourn, sine die, the 
^ssion was closed with prayer. 



Attest— 



SETH S. ARNOLD, \ ^^^^^ 



L 
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Repott on the stats of Religion. 

In reporting thcf state of Religion, the fast jcar, we had 
many things m New-Hampshire to make glad the hearts of 
God^s people; and now, though there are many things to 
call for raoarning and lamentation, and to urge us to re- 
pent and do our first works, we hare greater cause to re- 
joice and bless the Lord our God, thdt he has showered 
down his sailvatidn on many parts of the State. 

Since the last meeting of the General Association, up^ 
wards of forty Congregations have been visited with the 
special effusions of the Holy Spirit : more than a thousand 
new members have been added to the churches within a 
year; and as many more have been hopefully converted 
to God : and beside these, many others are inquiring what 
they shall do to be saved. — A third pan of these Congre- 
gations are among those who have seldom been visitedf 
with any remarkable degree of Divine influence, previous 
to this present year. 

Among those towns most highly favoured of the Lord, 
are Atkinson, Bristol, Chester, Durham, Hampton, Strat- 
ham, Portsmouth, North-Hampton, Rye, Dunbarton, Nel- 
son, Gilmanton, Antrim, Goffstown, Alstead, Acworth, Pitts- 
field, Pembroke, Northfield, Colcbrook, Meredith Bridge, 
Hopkinton, and Boscawen. 

The most prominent means, which have led to these glo- 
rious results, were the following — special prayer, not only 
for a general revival, but for the conversion of particular 
individuals — the husband for his wife, and the wife for her 
husband — parents for their children, and children for their 
parents — Sabbath-schools, Bible-classes, and visiting com- 
mittees from the churches- -and pungent friendly addresses 
to individuals, urging them, in the kindest manner, to read 
the Bible with seR" application and prayer. These means, 
together with the faithful preaching of the Gospel, have 
been, the most signally, blessed to the conversion of souls 
to God. 

It is very remarkable, that those who had been early 
dedicated to God in baptism, and instructed in religion by 
their godly parents, compose more than two-thirds of the 
number of converts in this portion of the heritage of the 
Lord. Thts shews, that God remembers his covenant- 
mercy to a thousand generations. 



u 

It 13 but just, tp mention^ tkat another meaimre, greaxlv 
conducive to revivals in this State, J3 the manner in wbicl^ 
the religious Anniversaries are conducted. 9ut, after al^ 
the wonc must be ^scribed to the Spirit of the living God, 
who raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them^r^^— This is 
(he Lf0fLi>*s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ! 

It is sufficiently evident, that^ as the wind bipiveth where 
it listeth, so is every one that is born of the Spirit : yet i^ 

IS through the Truths that God sanctifies his people. la 

one tofrn, consisting of IQOO inhabitants, only 4OO attend 
public worship ; anq within one year, a fourth part of thes^ 
have been hopefplly turned to the Lo^-o : while more than 
IQOO appear to be slumbering on the brinl^ pf *eterD;al 
jeatb. 

From the Delegation of the Presbyterian Ch^rchi spread 
over a large extent of the United States, and e^ccrtifig a 
powerful and salutary influence on the cause of Chr^t, we 
liear many things to make glad the city of Qur God. 

We regret, that no Delegation appeared from the Mas^ 
sachusetts Churches ; but we learn, tnat Truth is gradually, 
and with sure and firm steps, gaining ground over error.-* 
In Boston, once eminent for sound faith, ardent piety, and 
christian charity, we learn, that the ancient faith, once 
delivered to the saints, is reviving, and overcoming the en* 
emy, which has rushed in like a flood. The ${4rit of the 
JjORD has there lift^ up a standard, which will undoubted- 
ly beat down all op^josition : for ^' The l4>Ri> is there P' 

We learn Irom Connecticut, that t^e Church has less to 
expect from the arm of civil power, but more from the iik- 
^ueoce of moral principle ; and the Lord has shown them, 
by pouring 01^ his Spirit, that those who trust i,n the L0R9 
shall be as mount Zion, which shall not be removed.-— 
^ It is better to trust in the Loap, than to put confidence 
in princes." ' 

Vermont is like the mountains round about Jerusalem : 
for there, the Lord has commanded his blessing, even life 
forevermore. There have been multiplied revivals in dif- 
■ ferent parts of the State, in years that are past \ and the 
Lord has increased them, more and more, tliie present 
year. 

The new and rising State of Maine, reports glad tidings. 
Their General Annual Conference of the Churches, com- 
posed of eight County Conferences,, is exerting an animate- 
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ing influence for good, on the whole community, by their 
prayers and charities to strengthen the feeble churches anq 
societies. The Lord has poured out his Spirit in more co* 
pious effusions than in any preceding year : 300 are count- 
fed in Portland, as the hopeful subjects of grace. In the 

most important part of the State, where the busy merchant 
Would be unwilling to lose a moment of time, there can be 
found a goodly number, of various occupations, who can^ 
every day, find time to m'eet together for rieligipus conver- 
sation ^nd fervient prayer to God, because he h^s poured 
t]|x>n their souls the Spirit of grace and supplication. 

May praying persons be multiplied in all bur cities, 
towns* add villages; arid may th^ glory of the Lord fill 
the land, and his salvation extend to the endsof the earthl 
and td the islands of the sea. 

For Zion^s sake, we will not hold our peace, and for 
Jerusalem's sake, we Will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof aft 
a lamp that burneth. 



0^ Appendix to the Report on the state of Religion. 

Though not stated in the Report, the Scribes take the 
liberty to add the important fact, that the accounts from 
various parts of the State, exhibited Evidence of a pleasing 
Itlteration in the public opinion and practice, respecting the 
use of ardent spirits ; and that very itoany individuals^ 
alarmed at the progress and effects of Intemperance^ have 
arrived at the conchision, that the time is come when Chris- 
tians are loudly called upon to exhibit to the world ad 
taample of abstinence.' ' 
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THE General Association of New-Hampshire, met at 
the house of Rev* Abijah Cross, in Salisbarj, Sep* 
tember 3, 1 828. 

The session commenced at 10 o^'clock, A. M«, with a 
sermon by Rev* Jonathan French, from Psalm cii« 16* 
The foUowing Delegates attended — 

From Caledonia A$sociatim%f 
Rev. Drury Fairbank— 

DeerJuU Associaiienj 
Rev* John M* Putnam, Rev. Francis Norwood-^ 

HaverhiU A$iociatio9i, 
Rev. Samuel Harris, Rev. Stephen Farley— 

HoUU AssociatUm^ 
Rev. Ebenezer Hill, Rev. Amos W. Bumfaam — 

Hapkmton Assodationf 
Rev. Ebenezer Price, Rev. William Patrick— 

Mcnadnock Assoctation, 
Rev. Seth S. Arnold, Rev. Otis C. Whiton— 

Oraw Association^ 
Rev. Grant Powers, Rev. James D. Famsworth — 

Piscaiaqua Associationj 
Rev. Jonathan French, Rev. Josiah Webster — 

Phmouth AsMOciadoni ' 
Rev. Jonathan Ward, Be v. Jonathan L» Hale— 

Union Aasodaiion, 
Rev. John M. Whiton, Rev. Henry Wood— 

Windsor Association^ 
Rev. Joseph Rowell, Rev. Dana Clay< 

Gtneral Association of MassackuaettSf 
Rev. Cyrus 3f ann-^ 



Oentral Association of Connecticul^ 
Rev, Harvey Smith — 

General Cnnvenlion of VermonU 
Rev. Austin Hazen, Rev. EldeilTin J. Boardman^ 

General Conference in Maine^ 
Rev. Carhon Hurd — 

t 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D., Secretary — 
Rev. Abraham Burn ham, Treasurer — 
Rev. Ahijuh Cross, Minister of the place. 

Rev. Jonathan French was chosen Moderator; ReT» 
Crnnt Powers, Scribe ; and Rev. Francis Norwood, As- 
sistant Scribr. 

Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 

Rev. Messrs. Price, Hill, and Webster, were chosen UiQ 
Comoiiltce of Nominaiim. 

Adjmtrncd till 2 o\lnck, P. Jlf. 
Met agreeably to adjournment. 

The committee appointed thetast year to report some 
measures for ihe better observance of the Sabbath, made 
the following report, which was adopted. 

" The Sabbath was made for man in his primeval recti- 
tude. The law of love required him to devote a portion 
of his time to Divine worship. To make thesuir.ible pro- 
portion, belonged to God. He enactecl, that it should l»e 
one dny iii ?ieven : "God bIe.«se(J the seventh day, and 
sanciifieiJ it" Mis command, that we should keep it 
holy, is both moral and )x>silive. It is both a reasonable 
duty and a high privjlrge. 'J he Sabbath is a Divine and 
precious gift : "^ I g;ive ^hpm niy Sabliaihs.V — It is, also, a 
signal token of Go<J's covenant Aivour : *' Verily my Sab- 
baths ye shall keep; for it is a sign between me and you, 
throughout your grherations, that ye may know that I am 
the Lord that doth sanctify you. You shall keep my 
^ablr.ith therefore, for it is holy unto you. And ye shall 
keep it for a perpetiial covenant." — It now commemorates 
a far greater work than the first creation, or the deliver- 
ance of the church from Egy|jt, even the eternal redemp- 
tion, which was completed in its purchase, when Chris^ 
rose from the dead on the fiivt day of the week. This is 
the LokdN day— the day which Christ, as the Lord of the 
Sabbath, hath blessed and sanctified. This day is now 



entrusted to our holj keeping. The professed friends of 
the Redeemer should lake the lead in sanctifying this day, 
and exert all their individual and combined moral influ- 
ence for this purpose. In the church of God, the day 
must especially be kept holy. Then its strict observance 
will be commended to every man's conscience in the si^ht 
of God ; and boih Ministers and private brethren will feel 
themselves strengthened, and may well hope to be success- 
ful, in ait scriptural efforts to keep the Sabbath from pol- 
lution. 

^^ Among their efforts, the following are suggested as of 
the bfghest importance. 

"I. Let Ministers regulate all their conduct on the 
Sabbath, by considering, not merely what is unlawful on 
that day, but what is inexpedient, or likely to give offence 
to devout christians and brethren, or liable to be miscon- 
strued and used by others as a license to profane the day, 
cither by word or deed. 

^^ 3* Let Ministers make the sanctification of the Sab- 
bath more the subject of public instruction and private 
conversation, that the duty, the necessiiy, and the benefits, 
pf keeping the day holy, as well as the evil of profaning 
it, may be extensively and sensibly felt. 

" 3. Let all the Members of our Ch«'rches be very 
careful to abstain from all appearance of evil on the Sab- 
bath. Who can trace out all the influence of their exam- 
ple ? This is first and deeply felt in their households, 
and then spreads abroad in all directions. As dead flies 
in the apothecary's perfume, so ^rc idle words, or vain and 
secular discourse of a christian parent, among his children 
on the Sabbath. By such discourse, the}' arc soon ha- 
bituated to treat this sacred day with lightness. To order 
the conversation aright on the Sabbath, is one of the 
most difficult parts of sanctifying the day. But let this be 
carefully done; and let every small violation and omission 
of duty to keep the day holy, be very studiously avoided 
by every christian professor in Jiis family, and in his ne- 
cessary intercourse with others on that day ; and its sanc- 
tification will be greatly promoted. 

" 4. Let all Professors of Religion, in love and tender- 
ness, faithfully admonish one another to keep the Sabbath 
holy ; and let them faithfully see that they suffer no open 
violation of it among them to pass without rebuke and ne« 
cetsary censure. 



^ 6. Lqt Ministers and Brethren affectionately invite 
.all who manifest a friendlj jregard to dirine instttutbrn, 
and the highest interesls of men in time and etemitr, to 
Jend their constant influence, by precept and example, in 
promoting the sacred observance of the Lord^s day, 

^^ Let these things be duly performed, in addition to die 
ordinary methods of keeping the Sabbath holy, and ot 
advancmg vital godliness; and not only the members of 
our churches, but also many around them, will mora and 
more enjoy the blessings promised to those who call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, and honourable; 
and the prospects will continually brighten, of our becon^ 
ing the happy nation) whose God is the Lord* 

JOHN H. CHURCH, 
for the Committee." 

Rev. Messrs. John M. Whiton^ Arnold, BoardmaOj 
Smith, and Mann, were appointed to take minutes of the 
state of religion, and form a report 

Rev. Abraham Burnham, was chosen Treasurer; an4 
Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 

Voted^ Th^t the tax on each Minister connected with 
this General Association, be fifty cents for the ensuing 
year. 

If arratives of the state of religi on were given. 

AJ^oumed till Wednaday mornings 8 d*clock, 
W£DNn»DAT — Mti agraably to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs* Church, Kdly, and Cutler, were chosen a 
.committee tp consider, and report at the next annual meeting 
of this Body, on the subject of discipline in our churches. 

Rev. Messrs- Howe, Ferry, and Powers, were chosen to 
prepare a Pastoral Letter for the next year. 

Voted^ That the Minutes of Proceedings be committed 
to the Secretary for publication. 

Voted^ That the Secretary prepare a new and enlarged 
Schedule, in which the year shall end the 30th of June. 

Fotid^ That, if Dclegates^ to foreign Bodies do not ful- 
fil their appointment, a reason be required; and if none 
be given, their appointment shall not be continued. 

The Pastoral Address was read and accepted. 

Fottd^ That the Pastoral Address be committed to the 
Publishing Committee, with a view that the whole of it be 
published in the Ncw*Hampshir^ Observeri and such part 



of it priiiCcd with the MiDUtes as the Secretary shall think" 
proper. 

raUdi That every Minister connected with this Body 
be requested to bring the subject of the (reneral Unbn for 
promoting the Ohier?ance of the Sabbath before his 
churchy and solicit their cordial and decided co*operation.r 

Fotedf That the several Congregational and Presbyteri- 
en Ministers, in connexion wiu this Body, be requested 
to devote the second Sabbath m November to the fHirpose 
of inculcating the due sanc(i6cation of the Sabbath, of 
unit^ prayer for a blessing on all the efforts now made in 
favour of this important object. 

The Report of the Trustees of the Widows' Charitable 
Fund, was accepted, and committed to the Secretary for 
publication at his discretion. 

Fofed, That the Secretary publish the places of the an^ 
Bual meetinn of this Body heretofore, and the Preachers 
wha have omciated. 

The following Delegates were appointed : 

To ffce Oeneral Jlssembh/ of Ou Presbyterian Qiureh^ on the 

third Weanudau in May next^ 
Rev. Isaac Robinson, of Stoddard, Delegate, 
Rev. Nathan Lord, of Amherst, Substitute. 

To Ae General Akeociaiion of Conneciicutf on ihe Aitd' 

Tueiday in JWns next^ 
Rev^ Eli Smith, of Hollis, > n^^^,^. 

Rcv.JonathanFrcnchyNorth-Hampton V ^««8»^i 

Rev. Amos W.- Burnham, of Rindge, J c„i^e*:#„*«. 
Rev. Luke A. Spofford, of Brentwood, 5 2^"^s"i"t«»- 

To Ae Oenerat Association of MassathusttU^ on the fourth 

TSusday of June next. 
Rev. Sylvester Dana, of Orford, >' n«u«*«-.- 

• Rev. Efbeneaer Hill, of Mason, J iJeiegates, 

Rev. Baxter Perry, of Lyme, ) c..u..:.«#^ 

Rev. Calvin Cutler* of Windham, J Subsututes.^ 

To Ike Cknoral Convention of Verrwmi, on As Msoml ZViet* 

day in StfUmJUrnext^ 
Rev. Setfa S. Arnold, of Alstead, \ n^u^H^f^. 

Rev. Daniel Uncaster, of Gilmanton, \^^^^^^^ 

Rev. John Lawton, of Hillsborough, > Cok.#:#.,#^* 
Rev. Archibald Burgess, of Hancock, \ ^«»"^^™5* 



I 



t% the Evangelical Qmsocialion cf Rhode^hlani^ on Ae t<* 

cond Tuesday in June nextj 
Rev. Dana Qlayes, of Plainfield, ) Delcealcs 

Rev. Acnos Foster, of Canaan, 5 6 9 

Rev, Henry Wo'cil, of Goffstowq, ) q v,er#„f«. 
Rev, Roger C. Hatch, of Hopkinton, 5 ^"^siiiutcs. 

To tlu General Conference of Main^.^ in June ruxt^ 
Rev. John H. Church,D.D.,of Pel ham, ) n^i^^#.. 
Rev. Broughton While, of Washington, J ^«*«g^^««» 

Rev. Nathaniel Merrill, of Lyndcboro'j Substitutes. 
Rev. Jacob Scales, of Henniker, | 

Resumed the religious narratives. 

Jdjoumed till Thursday mornings 8 ^clodc. 

Thursday — Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Voted^ That Rev. Mcssr?. David Sutherland, John H. 
Church, D. D., Ebcnozer Hilf, Nathaniel Bouton, Zcde- 
kinh S. Barstoiv, Jacob Cummings, Jonathan Ward, Na* 
than Lord, Josiah Prentice, Josiah Webster, and Profes- 
sor Shurtleff, be a committee to certify the regular stand- 
ing of Ministers who may travel beyond the limits of the 
State. 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the Ministers in 
CTur connexion, to give a more prominent place, ?n thcfar 
public devotional exercises, to prater for a divine influ- 
ence to descend upon the Rulers of our tariff; and that they, 
inculcate upon the members of our churches, the duty of 
remembering more particularly, in their social and private 
devotions, this most important object. 

Resolved^ That this Association take an interest inthe 
pubirtation of the New-Hampshirt Observ^r^ now conduct- 
ed by Mr. T. H. Miller, of Portsmouth ; that the v approve 
the manner in which it has been .managed, and the cha- 
racter it has sup|)orted, during the past year ; and they 
strongly recommend it to the christian public in thisState, 
for their continued and increased patronage. 

Concluded the religious narratives. 

Voted^ That the thanks of the General Association be 
presented to Rev. Mr. Cross, and, through him, to the 
church and people of his charge, for their kindness 
and hospitality in entertaining this Body; and also to the 
choir of singers* 



The litzt meetlDff of thjs General Aaao^mtion is to 
St Rev. John Wooas\ in Newport, on the first Tuesday of 
September nezt^ at .10 o^lock, A^ M. i and the HoUis As- 
sociation is reqMe^teil to. furnish a Preacher. 

The session was closed with.prajejr. 

JONATHAN FRENCH, Jlfodcm/ar. 
Gain Powmd, Scribed 



RSPORT 

OR TBE • ■ > f 

state: of RBIilGION. 

» • . ■ 

The General AssOctatidn of New-Hampshire have list- 
ened, with miich^interesti to the Narratives of the state of 
Religion within their limits, during the past year, and no^ 
presept to their brethren^ through the State, the following 
Report on this idiportatit. subjects ; 

The churches in oar connexion^ in nqmber about 1 60[f 
are barmoniops. in their views of Christian doctrine, and 
have enjoyed, during the past, year, a season of peace. 
Generally^ speaking, we thinjc we may say ihcy baye walk- 
ed in the/e^jr of jhe.Lor.di.and in the.tomfort of the Holy 
GbosL Some of thqm may, indeed, have wltnesseiil a time 
of declension ; but a gpqdly number have enjbyed a.s^a- 
^n of refreshing, from the presence of the Lord. If .re- 
vivals, liave not be0n.as numerous as in the preceding year, 
yet tj^ey have occurred to such an extent as to gladden 
the^ hearts of the people of God.. Mor^ than twenty of 
our towns bave been .blessed i^ith ihfse dispensations of 
mercy; some of them to a. degree which may justly de* 
nominate the work as generoL The Holy Ghost, who gives 
e$cacy to all the means of grace, has opened the hearts 
of many sinners, to receive Divine truth. Several other 
towns,' not included in. the above number, have enjoyed 
a more than ordinary measure of Divine influence. The 
returns frojm the several District Associations exhibit an 
addition of between eleven and twelve hundred members 
to the churches. The towns most signally favoured, are, 
Bath, Bethlehem, Co!ebruok,Wbitefield,PiUsficld, Uamp« 
stead, Salem, Pelham, Riiidgc, Bradford, Portsmouth, 
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for 

Great-Falby Kew^MariEet, Hitisborbaglr, rmu:eaiiEnm;.nid 
Goshen. 

It will be seen, from the above statement, that two of 
the villages recently formed by the great Mabufactorin^ 
Establishments, have been the resting places of the Dk 
vine SpiriL We deem it of high importance, that Cl^is* 
tians direct their attentita-atict efibrts to these new aodris^ 
ing centres of business and* influence.^ 

The General Assotiatibn haVe learnt with plea8ure,that 
in every part of the State there is" an increasing ihteffest in' 
Bible-Class and Sabbatb-Schoo) instrufctiorw Bible-Class- 
es, judiciously conducted; wtn^|;afd as among the most' 
fruitful nurseries of the Church ; and we hope the day is 
at hand, wlien one or more will etfat ineatb-of oor towns*.- 
A new impulse has been given tt> Safarbatfi-Schbols.^' There 
id reason to beKeve they are attiended,ifcts year, by some 
thousands of children more than in any preceding yeari* 
It is hoped, that such further improveratals will be intro- 
duced, as will still more deeply iMeresT tbe minds of the 
young in that best of all pursuits, th^ study of the #ord of 
God. Instances are not wanting, in iii4iich a radical change 
of character canbe clearly traced back to the inflo^iice of 
these modes of instruction. 

In regard to the state of morals, we find some thingl'ta* 
deplore, andaome things to comm^. It is not to be com' 
cealed, that the Sabbath has fallen imo a state of degra^ 
dation, which may well awaken the fears of its friends. 
Profanations of it, even by those who at/^ht X0 be eosam-' 
pies to society, are frequent; open, and m>ld^ Probably 
we have come to a crau, in which k will soon be decidcU 
whether this all-important Institutiotv shall be uphekl, of^ 

E rostrated fo the dust. If upheld, it most be upheld, not- 
y law, but by the example and influenee of its friends*;. 
Fervently do we hope, that the praise-wortKy exertions of 
Christians in a sister State, to- vindicate the claiOis and hon^' 
ours of the Sabbath, will receive the cordial suf^port of 
the Christians of New-Hampshire.- 

While we advert, with pam, to the former prevatenctef of 
Intemperance, which his slain its thousands aind tens of 
thousands ; we advert with pleasure to the fact, that, in al- 
most every part of the State, efforts have been made to' 
suppress it ; and with no small success. The time is fully 
come, when every Christian is loudly called upon, by 



Aaored obiigations, to exhibit a teformci example in rela- 
tion to this subject. 

While we regret the absence of a Deleealion from the 
Oeneral AnetStAy of the Presbyterian Church, we can 
atate what we ieam from otjier sources of information, that 
ia their extensive connexion, comprising almost 3000 
churches, evangelical truth is gaining a wider reception and 
influence* 

The Delegate from CoBaecticy^ cheers us with the in- 
formation, that while the eongpegations in that State are 
not diminishing, either ia tiic ciiisposition or means to sup- 
port the institutions of religion., a considerable number of 
the churches have been refreshed and enlarged by effu- 
sions of the Holy Spirit* 

The evangelical churches of jtlassachusct4s, also, have 
shared, to a considerable extent, in the blessings of heav- 
en* The recently established College, at Amherst, advan- 
ces m reputation and usefulness with unprecedented rapidi- 
ty, and promises to be a perennial fountain of blessings to 
the church. Among the lads )yho are pursuing a liberal 
course of studies at the Mount-Pleasant Institution, in that 
place, an ajttention to religion, of an interesting character, 
has of late existed. 

While the churches of Vermont have witnessed fewer 
revivals than in some former years, yet they have many 
tokens for good ; particularly in their vigorous and suc- 
cessful efforts to enlarge their operations in the important 
derartment of Domestic Missions. 

From our brethren in Maine, we bare received a report 
which we are happy to say furnishes evidence of the in- 
creasing prosperity of religbo in that rising State^ 

In view of these facts, we would thank God, and take 
courage. We exhort the chnrchcs in our connexion to 
saMiin and cherish all our good Institutions — religious, 
charitable, and literary. 

** Therefore, beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, rni- 
moveable, always abounding in the woik of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye knovf that yoiir labour is not in vain in the 
|x)|rd,'' ^ 
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TO TBE 



OBugKOBas in tnaoL ooinnaaoir. 

PEAR BRETHREN— 

Believk us to be an^iouf for your spiritMal and eternal 
wclfarei while we entrea.t jou to hearken to a word of ex- 
hortation from t^ose who are set for the defence of the 
Gospel, and who watch for souls as they that must give 
ajccounu 

We earnestly request you, brethren, to pay vcty par- 
ticular attention to the signs of the times; and seek |o' be- 
come more and more acquainted with the great things 
which God has been and is still doing abroad m the earth, 
on behalf of Zioiu Knowledge in these things is the mnd 
sprine of action. We cannot^ expect that individuals, or 
cnurches, will do much, who are ignorant of the great 
^ movement of the Christian world, at the present day. 

We live in a very eventful period. It becomes all 
Christians to be awake, and know that they are all deeply 
interested in the passing events. 

What means this running to and fro in the earth? and 
this increase of knqwledge ? 

Wha]t me^n tbes^ c;Kcrtions of sood people to multiply 
copies of the holy Scriptures, and to circulate them among 
every people under heaven ? 

Why have so many benevolent societies sprung up, both 
in Europe and America, of different names, yet of one 
common nature, and all combined to promote the highest 
happiness of men in this world and in the world to come; 
and all contributing to swell that river of God which will 
convey the waters of life to every people, and tongue, and 
kindred I 

And what has opened the hearts of the friends of Zion 
to coptribute so abundantly to their worldly substance 
to forward the enterprises of Christian benevolence, sp 
that the treasury of the Lord is constantly supplied by 
the many streams flowing into it from evenf direction t 

And who has put it into the hearts ofGod^s people to 
pray so al}un(Iantly for success to these Christian e^brts, 
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ihat all nations may be converted to Christ, and the wbola 
world be filled with the glory^f God ? 

And what means this crv which we hear from the wil- 
derness, from the isles of the sea, and from the dark parts 
pf the earth, saying, ^ Come, ye highly favoured or the 
Lord, O come and help us — send to us the Ministers of 
Christ, that they may shew unto us, and to our children, 
the way of life, that we may know how to love God, and 
serve him, and be saved ?^ 

Brethren — All these things are none other than the 
voice of God to the Church, saying, ^^ Arise, shine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
thee." 

Can there be an angel in heaven, who does not feel 
deeply interested in what he now sees going on in the 
earth ? 

And can there be a real friend of Christ on earth, who, 
seeing and knowing these thincs, does not desire to have 
his name enroHed among the soldiers of the Cross, who 
are marching on to the help of the Lord, against the 
mighty f 

Brethren — Does not the peculiar aspect of the times call 
for greater love, greater union, and greater effort, among 
the friends of Ctirist, to forward the Redeemer's kingdom, 
and hasten on the glories of the latter day ? And do you 
inouire. ** What shall we do ?* — We will answer. 

First of all — You know that religion must begin at home, 
before its influence can be felt abroad. Let every pro- 
fessed friend of Christ betake himself to his closet, and 
there, on his bended knees, with a deep sense of his de- 
pendence on God, and his obligations to serve him, in- 
quire, ^^ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do V* And let him 
examine himself, whether he be willing to do what God 
requires of him. And if he finds he is not, let him doubt 
his religion; and tremble for his own safety. But if he 
finds an ardent desire to do something for God,- then let 
him come forth and make it manifest, by his works, that 
ha it on the Lord^s side, and is willing to deny himself for 
Christ and the gospel : let him appear with those who are 
enga^ in promoting the Redeemer's kinf^om on earth : 
let him cheerfully consecrate his talents, his influence, and 
earthly substance, to the senrice of the Lord, and do what 
he can tt> assist the grand enterprise of converting the 
whole world to God. 
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Briethren — Vf^e mtM not only praty much for ibt bleM* 
ing, but we must also Jaboitt to forward the work. Thii 
U a time for action. There is aujch to be done ; and 
ihe good will and strength of all are needed. 

The waste places of Zioa must all hie repaired : all, who 
are destitute of gospel means, must be supplied. 

Heads of families must be more careful to support fani* 
1j religioui and family gcwernment, and train up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; con* 
¥erse much with them uppn experimental and practical 
t«ligion; make them acquainted with the signs of the 
times ; and shew them what great things God will shortly 
do for his people, and what important part they must soon 
take in building the Redeemer's kingdom throughout the 
earth. And thus train them up in youth, for active be* 
nevolence through all their subsequent lives. 

And the churches nuist be more careful to maintain the 
discipline of Christ^s house. They must not suffer sin to 
be upon a brother, but must rebuke him, and be faithful 
with him to the end. No church can be in a bealthfal 
and flourishing state, which suffers its members to violate 
the laws of Christ with impunity. — Have we not good rea- 
son to conclude, that the neglect of this duty is one princi- 
pal thing, which grieves away the Spirit of God, ana hides 
the face of Christ from the churches, so that he will not 
hear their prayer, nor revive his work in them T 

Thie prayer is the life of religion. — Prayer and faith 
are the hands which lay hold on the promises, and bring 
l^own ihe Holy Spirit upon the churcnes. 

Both from the promises of God, and from many known 
facts, we have reason to believe that revivals will take 
place, in proportion to the effectual, fervent, persevering 
proven aod fakh of those who love God. ^^ Ask, and ye 
sbaJl receivie,^' is the never-failing promise of Christ lo bis 
>le. 

hat then might be our pleasins anticipations, if all the 
churches in our connexion could be persuaded to carry 
into practice^ what has actually begun . already ki some 
places; that is, to hold little prayer meetings in different 
parts of the town, at the same time ; ^nd have them so 
situated, that a few brethren can conveniently come togethr 
er, and spend an hour in prayine for a revival of religion 
in the church and town where they livci! This is now 
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done in several! places ; and evidently to the grea^ advatT'^ 
tage of those who attends — It greatly increases brotherly 
love ; and ^ives new life, and strength, and perpetoitT, tor 
personal piety* — ^The hoar appointed for prayer, is, to^ 
coRiflience, as soon as may be, after sunset every Monday 
evening. — And now, why will not all the charches in oar 
connexion ame to adopt thb practice, and have their lit* 
tie praying drcles, all engaged in this deUghtfnT service at 
the same hour f 

Brethren — It is high time that all who profess to follotr 
Christy be more constant and faithful to attend to the institu^ 
tSons of religion on week days. The Ministers of Christy 
and the church in general, have esteemed it necessary^ 
and very haportant ta the suoport and growth of religion^- 
that there shonld be frequently appointed religbus meet- 
insp upon week days, for special praVer,for lectures, for re*- 
ligious conference, and inquiry, all designed for instructiont 
for the edification of saints,and for the conviction of sinners* 
And how is ic to be lamented that many professors of religion 
^ew, by their conduci; that they feel under no obligations to 
attend on these instifotions ; and bv their general neglect to 
attend theoi^ they deeply wound the cause of reiieion* 
They discourage the Ministers of Christ, and grieve those 
iitho lore to attend, and wish for the attendance of others t 
dnd while they, at the same time, are pursuing the thingr* 
of the world, they practically say to careless and stupid' 
sinheft, as weff as to their brethren, that the world is of 
more importance than religion, and the body of* greater 
value Chan the souL 

It will be expected, that the Ministers of the 6ospel and 
the churches of Christ will take the lead, and take an ac* 
five part in scrpport of all the institutions of the Gospel ^ 
and that they will be first in all the benevolent efforts of 
these days: and we hope that aFI our brethren will feel k 
a duty and privilege to do all in their power to help ibr-^ 
ward the grand enterprise of converting; the whofe wbrld 
tb Christ. — While infidels and scofiers object and' oppose, 
let the friends of God and of man be united, and aH come 
Up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

k becomes everv professed Christian, at such a time as 
this, when sb mutn is doing to extend the kingdom of 
Christ to the ends of the earth, to take j such a decided 
Hand in favour of this great and good work, as to leave no 
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doubt of bh being oa the Lord^ aide. Let hitf tmiformlj 
shew, on all occasions, that ,his heart, his influence, and 
his substance, are unreservedly devoted to the service of 
Christ. 

And elip^ciallj — Brethren-|— we do most earnestly ex« 
hbrt you,, all as one^ to appear in defence of the holy Sab- 
bath, and unite your influence with the Iriends of the Sab- 
bath throughout the country, and by all proper means en- 
deavour to suppress the heinOuS abuses offered this holy, 
day, by wicked men; and to restore it to th^t universal 
, respect and solemn reverence which' were paid to it in the 
early days of this country. We believe that the due ob* 
servance of the Sabbath will afford the most Sure support 
to all our precious privileges, both in Church and State. 
And we have grea[t rpason to fear, that if the Sabbath be 
given up, all will be lost, — if retri^veably lost. 

How great then is the responsibility, not only of the 
churches, but of all the frienas of our common country, to 
be united on this subject, and to take all proper roeasureflf. 
to correct the abuses, and support the due ooservance, of 
the Sabbath. , . . 

Let the churches, above all, set the example ; for if they 
do not observe the Sabbath, who will ? Let them careful- 
ly watch over their individual members, and faithfully 
correct every abuse. Let it be considered a deep re-' 
proach to religion, for a church member to violate. th#i 
holy Sabbath — a crime not to be passed over m sifence 
by th^ church. 

Thrft man deserves not the name of a Christian, who 
openly and de signedlv transgresses the law of the Sabbath ;' 
for he openly di;fie8 ine displeasure of hn Maker.— :Brethh 
ren, the fact is certain, and cannot be evaded, that the 
Sabbath must be supported, or the church must lose its' 
privileges, and the country its liberties: both must go' 
down togetber. 

Let all good men then be united, and take the immove-' 
able stand in favour of the Sabbath, and resolve to support 
it against all opposition, to the end of life. And never 
was there a more favourable and important time to come 
to this resolution, than now, when so many powerful friends 
have awakened to the subject, and have firmly united to 
Support this holy Institution. 
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Be assured; Brethren, that tne General Asi^bciatibh fe^l 
a deep intci'est In all these thfn^, which they recommend 
to your consideration; and are witling, and wish, to take 
an active pairt fai the support of th^m all ; and! only re- 
quest your Support andt co-operation in the good ^ork. 
And though difficulties and dangers should b6 in our way, 
yet let thi^ be oAr consolatioh, ^^ There is a river,* the 
streams whereof shall iftake gls(d the city of God : th^ ho- 
ly place of the tabemaccles of the Most riigh. God is in 
the midst of her : she shall not be tooved ; G6d shall 
lielp her, and that right early .'^ . 

And if w6 are the friends of Zion, ^' The Lord of Hbsts 
b with us ; the God of Jacob is otnr refuge.— Selah.^ 

JONATHAN tREHCHi ModMt^. 
OrXnt Powbrs, Scfibe^ 
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OF THE 

WIDOWS' CHARITABLE FUND. 

Thb importance of our little appropriations to those 
who receive them, may be estimated from the following ex- 
tract of a letter fi*om one of the Widows : — 

** Rev. Sir, 

Necessity obliges me to address you a few lines, be- 
lieving your heart is ever open to the wants of the Father- 
less and Widow. I have none to apply to but you. Sir, 
for ihe small sum which relieves my many wants. Should 
I be disappointed of the sum I have annually received 
from the benevolent Clergy, I must inevitably suflcr, un- 
less kind Providence should provide me some other means. 
Still I would not be distrustful of that merciful God, who 
has provided for me, and been my slrcnglh and support, 
through so many changing and trying scenes." 

The appropriation of the Board, with some smaller 
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charities,, by^ thMc individuaki camo to another Widow 
most 8ea8onab1|r, in a time of |;reat siraiu She observed, 
that she had' that dar been thinking of her situation, and 
was so ogpressed and affected,Uh'at she was obliged to lay 
by her work, and sit down anttrweep. But on receiving 
these favours, she took courage, and felt assured that Goa 
would' provide f6r her and her three helpless children. 

The Trustees would only add,.that they rejoice in the 
increasing interest taken by their Brethren in this impor* 
tant object of Christian ctiariij ; and Hope the several 
Associations wilt ad6pt some systematic measures to col- 
lect for the fund the Annual Dollar of eacK Congregation- 
al and Presbyterian Minister in the State : and would exr 
press a wish, that their Brethren would furnish them with 
such information- respecting- the circumstances of any of 
the present Beneficiaries, or any otherWidows, as-tfley 
may possess, and may judge proper to be communicated 
to the Board. 

In behalf of the Trustees — 

JONATHAN FRENCH, Secretary^ 

NoTC— The Treasurer is STEPHCii^Aiifiaasfi, Esq^-of^ 
Concord.. 
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riMES AJ^D PLACES 

OF 

FORMER ANJSVAJL MSETIirGS 

OF TBS 
-AttD' tH« 

PmSACHERS WHO OFFICIATfiD. 

June •8| 1809— ^The Gelieral Association oEf New-Hamp- 
slire was organized, at Rev^ Qc. Asa Af FarlamTs, in Con- 
cord* 

Sept* 30, 1809 — ^The General Association met at Rer* 
Dr. Samuel Wood^s, in Boscawen : Sermon by 'Rev^Jobn 
H» Church, of the Haverhill A«sociation. 

Sept. 19, 1810— Met at JEtev. William F. RowIand?s, in 
Exeter : Preacher failed. 

Sept. 17, 1811— Met at Rev. Dc Waker .Harris!, in 
Dunbarton : Sermon bjr Rev* Pearson Thurston, of ihe 
Decrfield Association. 

SepU 15, 181^— Met at Rev. Eli Smith's, in Hollis: 
Sermon by Rev. Walter Harris, D. D., of the Hopkinton 
Association. 

Sept. 22, 1813— Met at Rev. Diwy Fairbank's, in 
Plymouth : Sermon by Rev. Eli Smith, of the Hollis As- 
sociation. 

Sept. 20, 1 8 1 4— Met at Rev. Roswell Shurtleff's in Han- 
over : Preacher failed. 

Sept. 19, 1815— Met at Rev. David Oliphant's, in 
Keene : Sermon by Rev« William F. Rowland, of the Exe- 
ter Association. 

Sept. 17, 1816— Met at Rev. Dr. Asa MTarland^s, in 
Concord : Sermon by Rev. Phinehas Cooke, of the Mo- 
nadnock Association. 

Sept. 16, 1817— Met at Rev. William F. Rowland's, in 
Exeter : Sermon by Rev. Stephen Chapin, D. D., of the 
Union Association. 

Sept. 15, 1818— Met at Rev. Joseph W. Clary's, in 
Dover : Sermon by Rev. Sylvester Dana, of the Orange 
Association. 

Sept. 21, 1819 — Met at Rev. Grant Powers', in Haver- 
hill : Sermon by Rev. Josiah Webster, of the Piscataqua 
Association^ 
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SepU 19, 18S0— Met at Rev. Israel W. Putiiain's, in 
Portsmouth : Sermpn hj Rev. Zedekiah S. Barstow, of 
the MonadnockiisBSociatto^^ i . w * -. 

Sept. 18, 18S1— Met at Rev. Richard Hall's, in Nev- 
Ipswich : ' S^ilnon by Rev. Jonathan -Ward, of the 
Plymouth Association. 

Sept* ft, 1832— Met at Rev. AJbraham J^mfaain'i in 
Pembroke: Sermon by Rev. John iCelly, of the Hayer^ 
hill Association* 

Sept. 2, 1823 — Met at Rev.- Phinehas Cooke\ |n Ac- 
worth : Sermon by Rev.' David {Sutherland, of the Coos 
Association. 

Sept. 7, 1824 — Met at Rev. f^iward h. Parker's, i^ 
Londonderry : Sermon by Rev. Joseph ^owell, of (be 
Windsor Association. 

Sept. 6, 182d — Met 9l Rev. Baxter Perry's, in Lyine: 
Siermon by Rev. Amasa Smith, of the Dcerfield Associa- 
tion. 

Sept. 5; } 826— Met at Rev. Federal Burt's, in Dprbam ; 
Sermon by Rev. Robert Page, of the Hopkinlop Assor 
ciation. 

Sept. 4, 1827 — Met at Rev. Amos W. Bumham's, in 
Rindge: Sermon by Rev. Bennet Tyler, D. D,, of thp 
Orange Association. 

Sept. 2, 1828 — Met at Rev. Abijah Cross's, in Salisbur 
ry : Sermon fey Rev. Jonathan French, pf the Piscataqu:^ 
Association. 
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ABSTRAOT 



OF THE- 



. r 



KRTVKm OP THE SEVERJtL MSOCMTlOJiS, 

Embracixig the nnmbe^of Cfaurchet and Minlsten in oinnexion with the G^enenl 
AMoeittLon, and also the number of Conainunicants, and Additions the past 
year, aa ffur aa returia have been madt/ • • 



Churchu — 

Bethlehem, 

Colebrooky 

Dalton, 

Franconia, 

Lancaster, 

Littleton. 

Lyman Sm, 

Lyman Weat, 

Percy, 

Shelbame, 

mitefiel4, 

Total, !«■ 



Calfidonia 4fisociali(m» 

Miniitert — 
Olairid Sutherland, , 
Olando G. TTiaichar, 



Dnuy Faiibank, 



Communieani^ — 

MiOe. Fern, 7Y>(dI. Add. 

68 138 206 29 

16 3S 48 25 

31 63 94 S6 

7 16 23 

3 10 13 ^ 

10 40 SO 

20 35 66 .4 

12 U 26 a 

20 27 47 

3 7 10 

5 8 13 

7 1 1 18 n 

IBSZ m 603 96 



^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^f^t^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^>^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 



Detrfield ^ssoekitionf 



Alton, 

Bamstead, 

Candia, 

Chichester, 

Deerfield, 

Epsom, 

Qilmanton Ist diorch, 

Gilmaaton 24 charch, 

Loudon, 

Loudon Mills, 

Meredith Bridge, 

North wood, 

Pittsfield. 

Kaymond, 

TotaiTll 



JVini|/er#» 



EnoB Geonre^ 
Abrahaih Wheeler, 



CommvnittmU^ 
MaU. Fern. ToUd. 
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45 
83 



Nathaniel Wells, 
John M. Putnam, 
Daniel Lancaster, 
Heman Rood, 
Enoch Corser, 

Francis Norwood, 
Josiah Prentice, 
Ezra Scovel, 
Seth Famsworth, 



12^ 



NoretiiniL 

23 

. 31 

27 

6 





9 

18 

12 

40 

ST" 



No retnni. 
No return. 



6 

91 

122 



62 

89 

85 

24 





19 

39 

40 

74 



8 

136 

206 



75 

190 

112 

30 





28 

sn 

62 
114 



Add, 





1 



4 

10 

8 

6 





8 

18 

21 





vw^ 



937 76 



Churchei — 

Atkinson, 
Cheater, 
Derry, 
Hampetead. 
i*clhara, 
plaistow, 
Salem, 
yindh am, 
8 



Haverhill ^ssociaHorim 

MiniiUrt — CommunicafUt — 

Malt. Fern. ToUd. Add, 
Stephen Farley, S. S., 
Joel R. Arnold, No return. 
Edward L. Parker, No return, 
John Kelly, 
John H. Church, 

Moses Welch, 

William Balch, 

Calv in Cutler, ^^^ 

8 : ' 



15 


32 


47 


15 
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HoWk JiiiOck^iimiB 



HoUii, 

Mmob, 

Kew-Iptwich, 

Ruuke, 

Temble, 

Wilton, 

7 



£li Smith 



No retarn. 
«:». »»..». No return. 

Ebenesor Hill, 
ChwlM Wftlker, 
Amo* W. Boinham, 
Noah Milei, No ratuni. 



Ctmintmtcan/i — 
Male, Fern, ToUd. Add, 
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HopkinUm AsaxXatian. 



Chureka — 

Botcawen 1st ehnrchi 
Botcawen Sd ohureh, 
Bradford 
Canierimry, 
Concord, 
Danbaty, 
fhinbarton, 
Henniker, 
Hopkinton, 
New>Cbeater, 
Northfield, 
Pembroke, 
Salitbory, 
SanbomCoB, 
Warner, 
TS 



Samuel Wood, 2>. D,, 
Ebeneser Price, 

WiUiam Patrick, 
Nathaniel Bouton, 

Walter Harris, D. D., 
Jacob Scales, 
Roger C. Hatch, 

Liba Conant, 
Abraham Bumham, 
Abijah Cross, 
Abraham Bodwell, 
Jubilee Wellman, 

n 



Cftmrnrntcg nli ' 

i§aU, Fern, ToitO. Aii. 

97 149 S46 10 

44 81 lt5 7 

13 41 64 

44 99 143 6 

129 S69 ^98 tl 

10 14 S4 1> 

M 129 Ml « 

27 62 89 5 
fi3 146 199 7 

9 24 33 6 

17 33 50 9 

51 138 189 8 

28 63 97 6 
47 98 146 4 
38 7 5 113 16 

""«59 m7~vm — m 



Monadnock Attociatum* 



Acworth, 

Alstcad Ist chorch, 

Alstead 2d church, 

■Chesterfield, 

^itzwilliam, 

^ilsum, 

!3affrej, 

Xeene, 

Marlboro', 

Marlow, 

Nelson, 

Stoddard, 
Roxbury, 
'SuUiTan, 
.Swanzey^ 

Washington, 

.Westmoreland, 

Winchester, 
Troy, 



Jlftiiw/er«— 

Phinehas Cooke, 
Seth S. Arnold, 
Moses Gerould, 
John Walker, 
John Sabin. 



Laban Ainsworth, 
Zedekiah S. Barstow, 
Salmon Bennet, 

Gad Newell, 
Isaac Robinson, 



Ebeneser Coleman, 
Broughton White, 
Otis C. Whiton, 



19 
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Commtinteoiiff-— 

MaU. Fern, Tbfof. 



14 58 72 

48 70 118 

S3 88 121 

63 133 196 





239 

S9 60 99 

12 17 29 
75 128 203 

140 

13 23 96 


16 44 60 

26 49 75 

16 60 76 
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157 



93 



CKunhu — 



Dorchester, 

Enfield, 

HtooTer 1st church, 

Dirtmouth College. 

HsTerhill north chn. 

HaTerhill' soath chh. 

Cyme, 

dnnge, 

Orfora 1st church, 

CHbrd 2d church, 

Piermont, 



Orang$ Asiociaiitm, 

MinuUn — 
Amos Foster,- 



Mait, Fern. Total, A^iT.. 
19 32 i\ 11 



3 6 5 9 

7 7 U 

GO 102 163. 

73 101' 174^ 3 

10 31 41 10 

27 67 94 2 

70 116 186 S 

6 13 19 D 

60 132 182' 6 

33 71 105 • 

11 24 85 y 

12 9 3S9 S9B ira 5$ 

Piscataqua Association* 



Josiah Towne; 
George Howe, 
Ambrose Porter; 
Grant Powers,. 
Buter Perry, 

James D. Famsworth, 
Srlvester Dana, 
Robert Blake, 



€%tcrdKe«»— 

BarrfDgtMi, 

Btentwood,, 

D6Ter, 

Durhami 

Epping, 

Exeter IM church, 

Exeter 2d church, 

Greenland, 

HamptoD, 

Haiq^ton-Falls, 

Kensington 

Kingston, 

Newcastle, 

New-Market, 

Ntrtungton, 

North^Hampton , 



Minuier$ — 



— — No return. • 
Luke A. Spofford^ 

— — No retuiii. 

— — No retuni.' 
Forrest Jeffords, 
WUltam F. Rowland, 
Isaac Hurd, 

Ephraim Abbot, No return. 
Josiah Webster, 



Commimtean/f— 
MaU, Fern. Tbtai. Addl 



O. Pearson, 



Daniel Sanford, 



_ — . — , Jonathan French, 

Portsmo«th>r. church, I. W. Putnam, 
Rochester, Isaac Willey, 

Rye, H. Porter, 

Seabro<^, 



No return. 
No return. 



No return. 



^mersworth Great Falls, J. Hawes, 
Sbatfaam, Jacob Cummihjrs; 



No return. 
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Plymouth Association^ 



CAweKii — - 

Aleatndria, 

Aidgewaier, 

Brist6l, 

daptbiij' 

OrotoDf 

HevroDf .' 

Meredith, 

Pljmootb, 

Sandwich, 

Tbomton. 



Minitttrt-^ 



Charles Bolleff 

Jonathan L, Hale, 
Am p. TeDttej, 
do 

Jonathan Ward, 
DaTid P. Smith, 
Andri»w Rankin, 

t r 



Communxrantt^^ 
l^aU. Fern. T^toT. Atl^- 
9 15 S4 m 



13 
9 
50 
24 
17 
10 
1ft 
8 
14 



20 
18 
86 
31 
44 
24 
49 
19 
27 



33 
27 
136 
55 
61 
34 
67 
27 
41 
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6 
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19 



172 333 505 



51 



thurehfi-^ 

Amhent, 

Aotrin, 

Bedford, 

DeeriosT, 

Fr«ncettowD{ 

Ooffiitown, 

Greenfield, 

Hancock, 

Hillsborougfa, 

LjndebQrougfa, 

Mont-Vemon, 

^ew-Botton, 



34 
Union AssodatioHi 

MinUtiTi — 
Nathan Lord. 
John M. Whiten. 
Thomas Sa? age; 

A. Ricbardt. 

Ilenrj Wood. 

Francii Dan forth. 
A. Burgeii. 
John Lawton* 
Nathaniel Merrill. 

Nathaniel Kingiburj. 
. ^Ephraim P. Bradford. 



12 11 

Windsor Asiociatiom 
Jdinuttri — 



CAureAcs — 

Comitb, 

Claremoht, 

Newport, 

Lebanon, 

Plainfield, 

Meriden Pariih« 



John Woods. 



Dana Claycs. 



2 



The unsettled Ministers, are^Re v. Josiah Carpenter,Chicheater — Rev. 
Eitekiel Rich, Troj^Rev. Janes Thurstbti, Exeter— Rev. Samoel Har- 
ris, Whidbam— Rev« Moses Bradford, Francestown— Rev. Jabei P. Tnit^ 
er, Deering — Rer. Joseph Rowell, Cornish— Rct. Jonathan Nje, Clare- 
mont— ReT; Joseph W, Clarj, Dover — Ret. I^athaniel Lambert, Ljme. 
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The general ASSOCIATION of New Hampshire met 
at the meetinghouse in Newport, September 1, 1S29, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

The meeting was opened by a sermon delivere(} by Rev. 
Charles Walker, from IstG^rinthians, 14 : 12. Seek that ye m^y 
excel to the edifying of the church. 

THE FOLLOWING DELEGATES ATTENDED. 



Rev. David Sutherland, 
Drury Fairbank, 
Josiah Prentice, 
John M. Putnam, 
Samuel Harris, 
Charles Walker, 
William Patrick, 
Abraham Bodwell, 
Otis C. Whiton, 
Ebenezer Colman, 
Sylvester Dana, 
Josiah Town, 
Robert Page, 
Ora Pearson, 
Jonathan L. Hale, 
Asa P. Tenney, 
Joseph W. Clary, 
Elijah Paine, 
David P- Smith, 
Henry Wood, 
Austin Prichard, 



V Caledonia Association. 

S Deer6eld do. 

Haverhill do. 

Hollis do. 

> Hopkinton do. 
I Monadnock do. 

Orange do. 

Piscataqua do. 

Plymouth do. 

Sullivan do. 

Tamworth do. 

> Union ' do. 



Amzi Babbit, General Assembly ofthe Presbyterian Church. 
Richard S. Storrs, General Association of Massachusetts. 
Jacob Allen, General Association of Connecticut. 
James Kimball, General Convention of Vermont. 
Oliver Brown, Evangelical Convention of Rhode-Island* 
Christopher Marsh, Greneral Conference of Maine. 

John H. Church, D. D. Secretary, 

Abraham Bumham, Treasui^er, 

Jobo Wood8| mioister of the place* 



On being called to order by the prencher, Rer. David Sudisr* 
land was chosen Moderator ; Rev. Robert Page, Scribe ; and; 
Rev. Charles Walker, Assistant Scribe. 
Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 
Certificates and Regulations were read. 
The Sullivan and tlie Tamworth Associations were admitted by 
vote into the General Association. 

Rev. Messrs. Church, Harris and Dana were cfaoseo a com- 
pQiittee of nomination. 

The coipmittee, appointed last year, on Qhurch discipline, re- 
ported that before they had prepared their report on this subject, 
they were requested by the General Convention of Ministers in 
this State §t Concord, to examine the Constilutbn of the Con- 
gregational Churches,, by Professor Upham, and report upon it to 
this Association, at this time. This request led them to suspend 
their deliberations on discipline. But the latter T^ervice they have 
not been able fully to accomplish^ lor want of copies of the Pro- 
fessor's publication. So far as they have examined, they are sat- 
isfied that he has given a good expose of the CongrrjrationaJ sys-. 
tern, as understood and practiced iu past days. But presenilis age 
in the Cimrches is in some respects changed. This renders a 
revision of tite work necessary, or a change in our practice. On 
discipline, and on the proper treatment of the children of tbft. 
church, the work is not sufficiently full. But on these subjects, 
the committee have not had time, since examininc; the above pub- 
lication, to prepare such a report as they would wish to present t#. 
this Association. 

This report was accepted, and the subject recommitted to th« 
same committee, viz. Rev. Messrs. Church, Kelley and Cuder. 
Adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs.^Page, Storrs, Brown, Marsh and Putnam were^ 
chosen to take minutes and report on the state of religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Robinson, Perry and Wood, Delegates to other- 
bodies, reported. 

Rev. Messrs. David Sutherland, Josiah Prentice, Jolin H. 
Church, D. D., Ebenezer Hill, Nathaniel Bouton, Zedekiah S. 
Barstow, Jacob Cummings, Jonathan Ward, Nathan Lord, D. D., 
Joseph Prowell,and Ephrain P. Bradford, were chosen to certify 
the regular standing of Ministers, who wish to travel beyond the^ 
limits of the State. 

Rev. Messrs. Burnham, Fairbank and Kimball were chosei^ 
to report on measures to promote a revival of religion. 
The report of the Treasurer was presented and accepted. 
Rev. Mr. Marsh presented the resolution of the General Con-, 
fcrence of Maine on the subject of Peace, which was referred tp. 
J^ev. Messrs. Bodwell, Mjirsh and Smith. 



Rev. Messrs. Pntnam, Towne and Patrick were chosen to re- 
port on Mr. Miller's communication respecting the New Hamp- 
sl)ire Observer. 

Rev. Dr. Ciuirch was requested to prepare a resolution on the 
stu^ect of temperance. 

Keiigious narratives were communicated. 

Adjourned till Wednesday morning, 8 o'clock. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Abraham Bumham was chosen Treasurer, and Rev. Na- 
ibaniel Bouton, Auditor. 

Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Agent of the American Bible Society, was 
hivited to sit as a corresponding member. 

A Pastoral Letter was read by Rev. Mr. Perry, and accepted and 
committed to the publishing committee for publication. 

The Secretary was appointed to publish the Minutes of this 
meeting. 

Rev. Dr. Proudfit introduced the foHowing resolutions, which 
were adopted^ 

Whereas the transportation of the Mnii on the Lord's Day is » 
direct violation of the Divine command, is most demoralizing ia 
Us tendency, and withput reformation will ultimately be visited with 
judgments both temporal and spiritual on our highly favored land ; 
therefore, 

Resohetly That it be recommended to the churches connected 
\^ith tliis Association to renew their memorials to the Hon. the- 
Congress of the United States, at the approaching sesssion, pray-i 
ing them to suspend the transportation of the Mail on that sacred 
day. 

Resolved^ also, that it be recommended to the Delegates from 
other states to promote this object in the churches and States te 
which they respectively belong. 

Religious narratives were resi:imed and completed. 

A letter was communicated from the Board of Congregationaf 
Ministers in London and its vicinity. 

Vqfedy That a committee of one from each of the New Eng- 
land States prepare and return an answer to the abover letter. 

Adjourned till Thursday morning, S o'clock. 

Met according to. adjoummenl. 

The folfewing Delegates were appointed. 

To the Genera] Assembly of die Presbyterian Church, on the. 
4)ird Thursday of May next : 
Rev. Nathan Lord, D. D. Delegate,, 
Rev. Israel W. Putnam, Substitute. 

To the General Association of ConnecticiUi at Wetliersfield, on 
the ibicd Tuesday of Jupo next : 





Rev. Luke A S|>offord, ) delegates. 

Rev. Amos W. Bumhani, i ° 

Rev. J<3natlian L. Hale, ) Substitutes. 

Rev. Samuel Harris, ) 

To the General Association of Massachusetts, at GrotOD, on ihB 
fourih Tuesday of June next : 

Rev. Sylvester Dana, } Delegates. 

R^v. Calvin Cutler, S 

Rev. James D. Farnsworth, > Substitutes. 

Rev. Josiah lowne, ) 

To the General Convention of Vermont, on the second Tuesdajr 
of September next : 

Rev. John Lawton, > Delegates 

Rev. Archibald Burgess, > 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, at Rev. Oli- 
ver Brown's in South Kingston, on the second Tuesday of June 
next : 

Rev. Dana Clayes, > Delegates 

R.'v. Roger C. Hatch, ] ^^^^S*^^'' 

Rev. Naihaniel Bouton, ^ S h t't 

Rev. John M. Putnam, ) 

To the General Conference of Maine, at Wintlirop, on the fourth 
Tuesday of June next : 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D. ) n i 

Rev. Broughion White, 5 iJeiegates. 

Rev. Nathaniel Merrill, 7 c u .-. . 

n T . e I } Substitutes. 

Rev. Jacob Scales, y 

Rev. Messrs. Israel W. Putnam, Robert Page and John Smith 
were chosen to prepare a Pastoral Letter for tlie next year. 

Resolved^ That, learninc; with pleasure, that Sabbath schools in 
connexion with our churches, are increasing in number and inter- 
est, we recommend it to the ministers and churches to continue 
them through the winter if possible, to use their influence to estab- 
lish them in every town in this State, and to forward a report from 
each to Rev. Jacob Scales, of Henniker, the Secretary of the 
State Union, by the first of May. 

The following was presented and adopted : 

The Committee appointed to devise and recommend means 
for the promotion of a jRevival of Religion, in our Churches, Re- 
port, that the subject is one, which they feel to be^ of vast interest ; 
and which, their limited time forbids them so fuUy to diacuss,. as 
they could wish. They are, however, unwjlling to pass it oyer 



^^^•^i^i^^WSVFWI 



I 



in silence ; for die languishing cause of Zion, in our State, impe« 
riously demands, that something efficient should be done. They 
therefore present the following Resolutions, 

Resolved^ That we, astlie professed ambassadors for God, feel, 
that much is depending upon us, whether we have a revival of 
religion, in our Churches, or not; and we are constrained to say, 
that we have not done so much as we ought to have done to pro- 
mote it. We do therefore solemnly 

Resolve, the Lord helping us, to use greater exertions to bring 
about so desirable an event ; we will endeavor to be more careful, 
m self examination, more importunate at the throne of Almighty 
grace ; more ready, in our ministerial intercourse, to stir up each 
other's minds, by way of remembrance ; more spiritual in our 
preaching and parochial visits, and more conformed throughout to 
the image of our Divine Redeemer. 

Resolved^ That we recommend to all our Churches the im- 
portance of maintaining a strict and godly discipline, over their 
members ; having at the same time our fears, that a neglect here, 
has occasioned much of diat barrenness and want of Divine influ- 
ence which is now witnessed throughout this State. Israel can 
never go forward, so long as there is one Achan in the camp, to 
impede their march. 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the practice of some of 
our Churches, in choosing visidng committees, to go, with their 
pastor, from house to house, to call up the attention of brethren to 
the great concerns of religion ; and to urge them on to greater 
faithfulness, in the cause of their Divine Alaster ; and we do ear- 
oesdy recommend to all our Churches to imitate the example here 
let. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the Churches connected 
with this Associadon, to set apart seasons for prayer, having spec- 
ial reference, in their supplications, to die low estate of vital 
relieioD among us ; and that these seasons be observed four dmes 
in toe year, commencing on the last Thursday of the present 
moDth, and condnuing on the last Thursday in every quarter 
through the year. 

Resolved^ finally, that we earnestly recommend, to all our 
christian brethren and sisters, undred perseverance in every chris- 
tian duty. We know, that the men of this world are not discour- 
aged, if the enterprise in which they are engaged, does not at first 
succeed ; they try again and again, and never give out so long as 
there is the least hope. We invite you, beloved disciples of 
Christ, to go and do likewise. Faint not, nor be discouraged, for 
great will be your reward, in the heavens. 

On the Mibjeet of Peace, the following resolution was adopted : 
Retolved^ That this General Association cotdVii\^ v^^xqn^ ^ 



\lie objects of the American Peace Society, and hereby recoixunemi 
tlieni to tlie attention of the christian church. 

On the New Hampshire Observer, the Committee reported the 
roIJowing resoh'e, which was adopted. 

Resolved^ That this Association regard the Kevo Hampshire 
Observrr as animpoilant Auxiliary to the cause of piety and irutli 
in this Spate, and tliat they cordially approve of the plan proposed 
by Mr. Miller, the publisher, of visiting in person our towns and 
churches, for the purpose of increasing its patronage. And th^ 
rcconnnend it to Mimsters of the Gospel, and otliers friendly to 
the circulation of religious truth, to afford him countenance and 
assistance, in promoting the more extensive usefulness of this val- 
uable publication. 

On Temperance, the following was offered and adopted : 
This General Association learn with peculiar satisfaction that 
Gentlemen of the Profession of Medicine and of Law, in various 
parts of our country, are exerting an able and commanding influ-^ 
ence in the temperance reformation, which is now so rapidly pro- 
gressing in our land. It is a cause worthy of their talents and el-* 
evated standing in society. And it is of high importance to aU 
the great interests of our nation, that dieir influence should be 
increased and combined with the influence of men in other walks 
of life, for promoting the cause of temperance. Therefore^ 

Rcsolvedy As being exceedingly desirable in the opinion of this 
body, that County Temperance Societies should be formed 
throughout tliis State, for tiie purpose of combhiing all the influ- 
ence of those who shall be associated in the cause of temperancei 
and that these County Societies should encourage and promols 
die formation of Temperance Societies as far as may be in all the 
towns in the several counties. 

Voted^ Tliat Rev. Messrs. Church, Kelley And Cutler, be A 
committee to correspond with the religious bodies of our conned 
lion and other bretliren in New England, on the subject of a rmr 
sion of the Congregadonal system which has been practised ia; 
tlie New England churches. 

Voted^ That Rev. Messrs. Lyman Beecher, D. D., John H. 
Church, D. D., Jeremiah Day, D. D., Bennet Tyler, D« D.j 
Sylvester Sage, and Oliver Brown, be the Committee to answer. 
the Letter from London. 

■ 

Voledj That the next meeting of this General Association te- 
at the Rev. Israel W. Putnam's, m Portsmouth, on the first Tueih. 
day of September next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Voted^ That the Union Association furnish the preacher ton tU 
next meeting, 
f^otedj Tliat the Delegate to the Geen&idk KmscdSbAs of ditf 



!) 

Presbyterian Church, receive in future twenty dollars for his 
travelling expenses. ^ 

Voted^ Tliat seventy-five rents be the tax on each Minist in 
the several Associations the ensuing year. 

footed, That the thanks of this General Association be present- 
ed to Rev. Mr. Woods and the members of his Society, for their 
kindness and hospitality on the present occasion^ and to the Choir 
of Singers, for their appropriate and very acceptable performances. 

DAVID SUTHERLAND, ModcraUr. 

Robert Page, Scribe. 



APPENDIX. 

NO. I. 

PASTORAL ADDRESS 

OF THE 

General Association of JV. H. 

TO THE 

CHURCHES IN THEIR CONNEXION. 

Christian Brethren : — ^The Providence of God has brought you 
into existence in an interesting period. You have been permitted 
to enrol your names among the professed disciples of Jesus. You 
have espoused the cause of God, and have pledged yourselves to 
be faitliful in bis service. 

We trust tliat it b now the desire of your hearts to accomplish 
the great object, for which you have been sent into the world — to 
f^rify God by a life of extensive usefulness. 

The object of living here, is, to do the greatest possible amount 
of good OQ earth, and to prepare for heaven. Now what is the 
mod secret of usefulness.^ Is it not to have the feelings deeply 
interested in something tliat is good, and to engage with firmness 
and resolution in its accomplishment ? 

What generation of christians, since the days of the Saviour., 
ever had such encouragements to labor for God, and such facilities 
jor the work, as the present? There is now a movement in the 
moral world— « stirring of die waters, by which great results may 
be anticipated. There is an advance of intellect — enquiry is ex- 
cited—and enterprise is on the wing. The present, is a favora-<i 
Ub time for all who love Zion, to bestir themselves. 

There are periods in the world, when there is a more rapid ad^ 
vaace in Society — in a civil, intellectual, and moral point of view — 
in ft feir yean, than in centuries at otiier ae^sow^. ^uc\\^\^ ^ 
tAae ht Mction, when every thing that \a doue, \e\\& v^ >X>ft \v\\^^^^ 
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«f the Church. Throe such periods may be named:-— The first.. 
was ih.t' Age ofth*' A]K)S(1cs, and the time immediately succeed- 
ing their d;iy. I'hu siiowers qf Divine influence that then fell upoa 
this (guilty world, were truly copious. And it may almost be said^ 
th:it chrlsii'ctnity Hew u{K;n tli€ wings of the wind. Then, there 
was :ui ardour of pi^ty — a spirit of devotion — a strength of faith, 
and un en('ri:;y and mornl courage among the people of God, 
which was hiiihly coMimendable. 

The secoiid wns the period of the Reformation. What succeai 
attended huniMu efforts nt that time! The sun of righteousness 
arose in splendour, and aliased away the midnight darkness of 
centuries. 

Upon a similar period, you, christian brethren, have fallen. 
These seasons arc like angel visits, few and far between. But 
when they conic, they require the putting forth of all the energy 
of t!io people of God ; for then a special blessing attends human 
exertions. 

During the present century, almost thirty years of which hare 
already passed away, the christian world must perform a great 
work. The signs of the times are so explicit, that tliere can be 
no mistake. The fields are white already to harvest. " The 
sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry-trees" has already 
been heard. A great moral revolution has already coromenced, 
and God will carry it forward. 

But who will co-operate with him ? Who feels the spirit of the 
age in which he lives ? Do we not hear you individually, christian 
brethren, one and all answer, '* Lord, here am 1, send me i^ 
'* Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?" You have enlisted as 
soldiers of the cross. You cannot, therefore, shrink from any ser- 
vice which the Captain of your salvation imposes. 

What might not the systematic efibrts and united moral energies 
of chrisuans in New Hampshire accomplish, not only for our own 
State, but for the world, could they be called forth in their full 
extent ? 

We have physical and moral force adequate to do wonders, if 
it could be exerted. It is not so much great talents, that 
are needed, as good hearts, and zeal, and courage, and resolution. 
The simple determination, / iri// try, has effected great things.— 
Behold how great a matter a little hre kindleth. 

Look at Raikes in his first effort to introduce into the world a 
Sabbath School ! Look at Clarkson and Wiiberforce in tlie 
commencement of their design to abolish slavery ! The prospect 
at first was dark. But the cause was good, and energy and per- 
severance at length surmounted every obstacle, and crowned the 
enterprise with signal success. 
Brethren f do not underrate your ability for usefubess. Th« 
/i^ld of doing good is the world. Can ^ou nnX ioA ^»cda %^^^ 



11 

which requires labour, in which your feelln«;s will be deeply in- 
terested, and there commence a work with that efficiency and de- 
termination which arc sure precursors of success ? 

What disciple is tliere, who cannot do something for God, and 
the souls of men ? 

Brethren, awake, and endeavour to accomplish something wor- 
thy of your profession and final destiny. Rouse your energies, 
and kindle up your seal upon die altar of God ; and act efficient* 
ly in relation to the great moral interests of this generation. Scttk 
information as it respects tlie wants and condition of the world. 
Do not grope your way in the dark, in this age of light. Strive 
to be intelligent christians. Let your views be enlarged and ele- 
vated. Expand your benevolent feelings. Be friendly to every 
good object ; and co-operate with those who arc endeavouring 
to promote the christian enterprises of this day. 

It is a shame to have it snicl in the nincteenih century, that pro- 
fessors of religion are opposed to any object, whicli is connected 
with the glory of God, and the present and future happiness of 
men. And yet it is said, Uiat one great obstacle in the way of the 
Temperance movement, is, opposition from members of churches. 

Brethren, we sincerely believe that this cause is of God, and 
that it will prosper. We think it has aireaily efFucted great good, 
and that it will yet effect much more. We entreat you not to op- 
pose it, "lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. For 
if this counsel, or this work be of men, it will come to nought : 
but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it." 

Whatever plans, great and good men have devised for the ben- 
efit of mankind, and which are now going into successtnl opera- 
tion, ought not to be condemned aisd dtiiiounced without great 
caution. The christian enterprises of tliia ago are saiictioned iind 
patronized by the wisest and best of men. Who can oppose their 
progress, and be innocent ? Indeed, who can be indifferent to 
them, and be in the path of duty ? 

We do not simply entreat the members of our churches, not to 
oppose the institutions of the age ; we bespeak in their favor their 
friendly co-operation — tlieir warmest zeal — their decided and con- 
stant support. 

It is most important, that there be in exercise in all the mem- 
bers of the churches, a warm and living piety — a devout and hea- 
venly temper; — that earnest and importunate prayers ascend to 
God, for the influence of his Spirit to descend upon the inhabit- 
ants of this State ; — that the professins people of God unite more 
geoerall^ in the Monthly Concert ;r— that there be far more inter- 
est felt in die Sabbath School, and in training the rising generation 
for usefulness; and, with the blessing of God, for Heaven. 

The Bible Efibrt is a noble and sublime charity. The smajc. 
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may be said of Domestic and Foreign Missions. We also rejoice 
in the efforts to circulate religious tracts; and to train competent 
religious teachers; and to send the colored population of our land 
to the coasts of Africa. 

These are all good objects. We commend them, cbristiaa 
brethren, to your prayers, and patrona;;c, and pious zeal. Do 
not suffer them to languish for tlie want, on your part, of a lively 
interest and cordial support. 

The moral machinery is in a great measure prepared, and may 
be said to be in operation, which is destined uhimately to eman- 
cipate the world. But there needs an application of more power. 
This machinery is complicated, and it cannot be all successfully 
' put in motion, without many hands, and much prayer, and the 
blessing of God. A goodly ninnber are at the post of duty, and 
are exerting themselves with a zeal, becoming the cause to which 
they have devoted their lives. Hut all are not yet engaged. — 
They have not yet called into requisition all their energies and 
moral power. 

O what a change there will be in the aspect of tlie world, should 
the time ever come, when it can be said of all the disciples of 
Christ, as He himself said of one, "She hath done what she could." 

Indeed should that period arrive, when all the friends of God 
shall be disposed to do wlui they can ; there will then be exert- 
ed on the earth a moral power which will be irresistible. Noth- 
ing could stand before the united energies of the great company 
of believers. 

Many have subscribed their names to be the Lord's. But it is 
not names only that are wanted — it is hearts ; it is souls ; — it is the 
whole living man, with all the powers, and energies, and virtues, 
that can be called into requisition. What is wanted of Christians 
at this day is, that they should be God's people, without reserva- 
tion ; His in example, and labor, and devotedness ; — His io life, 
and in death, and forever. 

Brethren, consecrate all that you are, and all that you have to 
God. Serve him faithfully. Enquire whether you are doing all 
the good that you can in your generation. Liook around for fields 
of usefulness ; enter into them ; and labor, till you are called away; 
remembering that it is said, ''Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life.'' He that overcometh shall inherit 
all things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my son." Amen. 

DAVID SUTHERLAND, Moderator. 
ROBERT PAGE, Scribe. 
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NO. II. 

LETTER FROM LONDON. 

The Board of Congregational Ministers in London and its ri- 
cinityj to the General Association of the Congregational Church^ 
es ofjYew England. 

BEVEREND AND HONORED BRETHREN : m 

Glad tidings of the progress ol* tiie work of God amongst your 
distant churches having reached our shores, we feel constrained 
to address you in the language of paternal love and christian con- 
gratulation : not that the occurrence of extraordinary events was 
necessary to excite in our bosoms a lively solicitude foi the welfare 
of your Churches, and the advancement of true piety throughout 
your free and federated States. 

Never can we forget that your pilgrim fathers were amongst the 
founders of our Churches, and that they sought amidst the dark 
forests of your countr)' a shelter from the violence of their perse- 
cutors, and a sanctuary for the worship of tlieir God. 

Never can we forget that when the existence of the prole stant 
faith was threatened in Europe, and its overthrow in this ecu. ti > was 
almost achieved, our fathers rejoiced in tlie persuasion that \v!ien 
they could no longer obey the dictates of conscience in their Uduve 
land, they should find in yours freedom from the douM nation of 
antichristian power and the galling yoke of spiritual tyrann) . — 
Never can we forget that our common circumstarces in the p: t'S- 
•nt day, furnish motives to affectionate solicitude and ^iT'iemal 
love. In our studies we read the same audiors ; in our churches 
we maintain the same discipline ; and in our congregations we use 
the same forms of praise. 

But, dear Brethren, though such recollections afford us no or- 
dinary pleasure, yet we must confess our highest s;« isr;«rtV*i is 
derived from the fact, that the truth as it is m Josiis has gi<;\vn 
exceedingly among you, and that its hallowed influence is scf u in 
those works of faith and labors of love, which abound in yciir as- 
sociated efforts and in your private walks. 

Your zeal in the cause of missions to the Heathen, and iiev< fed ex- 
ertions to keep pace with the constantly increasing deuiaiids ui >our 
home population; the extensive circulation of the sacred scripmres; 
the eflective labors of your Sunday schools. Tract Soci» lies and 
Bible Classes; your anxiety to promote the observance of the 
Lord's day, and to increase the temperance and other virtues of 
your fellow citizens, havei combined to excite in our hearts un- 
feigned thanksgivings on your behalf, to tiie Fadier of lights, the 
author and giver of every grace. 

We confess, however, that the extraordinary effusions of the 
Holy Spirit, with which many of your churches have been blessed, 
aod which appears' to roncw in these latter days the scenes of Pcnta- 
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costal conversion nnd increase,havc peculiarly engaged our attention; 
iuspuvii ii.^ Willi liearilolt i;;raiitutlo, and piDvoKed us, \vr irust, to 
ho'V j'?alousy that biiDilar boneuictions may be ]X)ui'ed iortli on the 
pc'ipie co.jiiiiincfl to our care. 

Oi i?v.?rv sul)jcci Ci)iinecied vviih tlio general pi-osperily of our 
denoiuiMation ill liio fiiited Statesoi A.ueiicu, it would give us 
great s:;il.?ract!0ii to receive inform atioii iVoni you ; but on no top- 
ic wil'ii.'i (lie vvliole range oi yoiu' circumstances are we so anxious 
to receive your dehberate opinion, as on tlie subject ol divide iu- 
flnence, in con:iexion with the happy revivals ol religion in your 
favored country. 

Whilst we aiTectionutely invite communications from you, we 
shall be happy to impart whatever inrorniaiion, it may be in our 
power to give, on the state of religion in our Metropolis and 
llirougho'jt the United Kingdom. 

We bear cheerful testimony to tlie rapid growth of evangelical 
truth in the F^piscopul Church ^f these realms, and to its steady 
progress in most of the scp u*ate communions of sur beloved coun- 
try ; anil feel also constrained with humble gratitude to declare, 
that God has not left his word without success in our particular 
denomination. 

The numerous Congregational churches in this great City and 
its environs, of which we are the Pastors, arc generally in peaceful 
and prosperous circumstances, enjoying tlie gospel themselves, 
and in various ways attempting to impart it to those around them. 

Tiiroughout the United Kingdom, we rejoice to behold a large 
and increasing number of sister churches, walking together with 
us in the same faiili and order, and diilusing on every hand the 
Llessings of christian knowledge and benevolence. 

The ha|)py increase of piety and usefulness, which has cheered 
our churches during the last half century, wc cannot fail to attrib- 
ute, reverend Brethren, to the more distinct exliibition of those 
peculiar truths of the gospel, which we believe the Holy Spirit 
delighted to honor ; those truths we mean, which our Howes and 
Owens, our Doddridges and Wattses so faithfully proclaimed, and 
which were eirectively preached by the Mathers and Cottons, the 
Edwardses and Da vises of your highly favored churches. The 
full developement of these truths has inspired with yotithfid vigor 
many of our ancient churches, while many more have been gath- 
ered by their gladsome sound, and are now walking together in 
the ordinances and commandments of Jesus. 

Let us then, dear and honoi-ed Brethren, continue earnesdy to 
oontend for the faith once delivered to the saints — ^the faith which 
sustained our fathers amidst all their sufferings, and animated them 
with courage in the dying hour. 

Dearly beloved Brethren in the Lord, your language is our 
motlier tongue ; your principles and order are common to our- 
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selves ; your holy vocation is our delightful employ ; your Cod is 
our Father; your Saviour is our elder Brother; your Sanctifiur is 
our Teacher and Guide. Let us then reciprocally cherish and 
maintain the correspondence of brethren ; and when you draw 
near to the throne of grace, pray tliat the Holy Spirit may rest 
upon our country and our Churclics, the birthplace and the sanc- 
tuaries of your fathers ; and we too will intercede for a confluence 
of blessings to rest on your persons, your ministry, and the belov- 
ed people of your care. 

Sincerely desiring tliat this letter may commence a correspon- 
dence, which shall be lone; and usefully maintained between our 
kindred bodies, 

We are, reverend and dear Brethren, youi*s affectionately in 
the fellowship of Christ Jesus : 

JOHN HUMPHRYS, LL. D. Chairman, 
THOMAS HARPER, Secretary. 

Austin Friars, Feb. 10th, 182Q. 



yo III. 
NARRATI\^E OF RELIGION. 

The General Association of New Hanipslii.o, present to the 
Churches the iollowing Report on the state ol Religion. 

It would rejoice our hearts to be able to report to you numer- 
ous and powerful revivals of religion. But this privilege is not 
ours. Almost our whole state is, in this respect, dry and barren. 
For some cause the showers have been wiihholden, end the most 
of the churches have been denied the encouragen)ent of seeing 
even the little cloud arise. But we have not been scattered and 
destroyed. And we have even some prosperity to report. 

Peace and harmony generally exist among the churches ; and 
they still " hold fast the faith once delivered to the saints." — Sab- 
bath Schools are muldplying, and improving in their system of 
instruction, and adding to their libraries, and growing in the num- 
ber and advancing in the afi;e of their scholars, and bringing into 
them more of the sacred influence of vital piety. We look upon 
these schools with strong emotion ; and we see coming from them, 
al a period but a little distant, an immense army which will be 
" valiant for the truth," and before which " the armies of the aliens" 
will turn in flight. And even now they are a most powerful means 
of restraining our children from vice ; and there is coming from 
them an influence, though silent, and by many unperceived, yet 
distinct and effective, to strengthen the hands and encourage the 
hearts of ministers and private christians. — ^Bible Class instruction; 
diough Id some places languishing, or at least not pros]^cQu%^ U^ 
•n the whole, advancing. 
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The cause of Temperance, we are happy to say, is greatly ou 
ihe advance. Temperance Societies are in many places orgao- 
izcd, public sentiment is fast changing, and reformatioo has exten- 
sively taken place. 

The waste places in the state are building up. Though there 
have been a number of dismissals, during the year, yet there has 
been a considerable increase of ministers in our connexion. — 
Twelve or fifteen we may reckon as tlie amount of this increase. 
And we feel peculiar pleasure in the success of a colony sent out 
by the North Congregational Church in Portsmouth, which has 
now a new house of worship, a faithful minister, and a respectable 
congregation. Thus a new stand nrd has been erected in that 
large and important town, which will, we hope, gather around it 
many who have hitherto neglected the means of grace, and been 
opposed to the kingdom of Christ. — New churches are also spring- 
ing up in other places. As many as six, have been, during the 
year, organized. ^ 

We rejoice in the resolutions which have been adopted, and the 
eiibrts which have been made, and the success which has been 
witnessed in the Bible cause. To know that all the families, or 
about all the families in the State, are supplied with the Word of 
life, is cheering indeed. The thick darkness is broken, and thd 
heavy clouds are beginning to roll away and let in the ligh of life 
upon the multitudes who were groping at noon day as in the night, 
and who were stumbling upon the dark mountains. 

We hail with peculiar joy and p;ratitude the smiles of Divine 
Providence upon our College. By toil and sacrifice, j^30,000 
have been procured by subscription for tliat ancient and important 
Seminary. By this timely assistance, the College, though far 
from being made rich, is yet released from its embarrassments, and 
raised from its deep depression, and placed on an eminence, which 
overlooks an extensive territory, where its rays will fall, and its 
healthful influence will be felt, for generations yet to come. May 
the prayers of the saints cluster around that seat of science, and in 
answer to these prayers may the Holy Spirit rest upon its officers 
and students, that thence may go fortli a great multitude to feed 
the Church of God, reaching out its imploring hands for help, and 
to guide wandering sinners into .the patli of life. 

The cause of chrisUan benevolence is prospering. We lament 
indeed that what is done for this cause is but as a drop to the buck- 
et. Benevolent exertions and contributions must increase a hun- 
dred fold before the world, or even our own country, will be re- 
generated. And we tremble for those christians who, at this day,'^ 
ean be either opposed to this cause, or indifferent. But wc believe 
Umt there is an increasing interest felt in the various benevolent 
enterprises of the day, and an increasvn^^Xvbet^VvV^ %\\«vm. 
We consider it matter of congraluVaxiow auA Q\iCAwx%^^YCA\3X'dDnat. 
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Conferences of Churches have been formed to such extent as t* 
emi)race every pan, or about every part of the State. The most 
of these are County Conferences. 

We rejoice most of all in the effusions of the Holy Spirit, and 
tbe conversion of sinners. Some places have been favoured with 
these heavenly influences. In Bradford there has been a revival 
of religion ; which commenced indeed about a year and a half 
ago, but which continued through the last winter and spring ; and 
there is still a spirit of prayer in the place, which encourages the 
iKipe that the Spirit will again be poured upon them from on high. 
Alore than 60 have been received to the church, and ottiors it is 
hoped will be added. A considerable number have joined other 
churches. — In Mont Vernon tliere has been a considerable renval 
of religion : and a number of hopeful conversions in Plymouth, 
Bedford, Sandwich, Meredith and Centre Harbour, Plainfielfl, 
Goshen, Unity, Littleton, Concord, Northdeld, Dover and Lam- 
prey River, (New Market.) A peculiarly interesting circumstance 
in the good work in Mont Vernon is, Uiat it commenced in the Sab- 
bath School, and that here were die greater part of the subjects of 
tbe work. And about all the young men who are teachers in one 
of the largest Sabbath Schools in the State,* not now pious, we 
are happy to hear, are enquiring what^liey must do to be saved. 

Brethren, we are highly favoured in being permitted to record 
any places where there have been s))ecial influences of the Spirit. 
But why so few ? and why, on these few, so little rain ? ^' The 
hand of the Lord is not shortened that it cannot save, nor his ear 
heavy that he cannot hear." '* Zion is still written u)K)n the palms 
of his hands, and her walls are continually before him." Let us 
pray fervently and often, humbly anc* in faiUi, that he would ^' ap- 
pear in his glory and build up Zion ;" so that, on our next anni- 
versary, we may shout together the triumphs of his grace. 

We rejoice to hear that there are so many indications of good 
to the churches in other bodies in New England, i[i correspondence 
with us. Though there have not been revivals of religion in such 
number and power as in some former years, jet the general inter- 
ests of religion are advancing. 

On the congregations connected with the Presbyterian church, 
God has extensively poured out his Spirit. About 120 of these 
congregations have shared in these refreshings from the presence 
of the Lord. Some of tiiese revivals, even in places many times 
previously tlius blessed, have been with a power never before 

icDOWD. 

These things should encourage all the friends of Christ to prayer, 
exertion, and animated expectation that ere long ^^ glory will dwell 
in our land," and " God, even our God, shall bless us.'^ 

* Coocord. * 
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KO. IV. 

REPORT OF THE 

WIDO^VS' (HAHITABLE FUND, 

WITH HOME AIIRIUGMF>T. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a history of the Widowf* 
Charitable Fund, prebcnt the following 

REPORT. 

In October 1811, at the luneral of Rev. Ebenezer Flint, of 
Brentwood, tiie relief of the indigent widows of deceased clergy- 
men, became a subject of ronversBtion among tlie ministers, who 
were present. It iippeared that the widow then bereaved, with 
four young cliildren, was in such circumstances of indigence, ai 
demanded the charities as well synipatiiies of christian friends. It 
was believed that other cases existed, and must be expected often 
to occur^cquiring charitable relief, and it was proposed that the 
subject should be presented to the consideration of the General 
Association. It was accordingly laid before that Body, at their 
meeting in Hollis, in 1S12, and a Committee appointed, w)h), at 
the meeting in Plymouth, in 1813, ripf>rted "A plan for establish- 
ing tiie Widows' Charitable Fund." The constitution was adop- 
ted, and the G(*neral A.ssociation appointed the Trustees. 

The constiiution, as since revised and atnended, is as follows. 

Article 1. There shall be a Board of twelve Trustees, wIm 
s^all be called. The Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund. 
Not less than six of whom shall be ordained ministers of the gospel; 
and five shall constitute a quorum. 

2. The Trustees shall meet annually, and elect, by ballot, from 
their own body, a President, Secretary, Treasurer, Prudential 
Committee, and two persons to audit the Treasurer's account. 
The President shall preside in all meetings of the Board, and shall 
call special meetings whetievcr he judges it expedient, or is re- 
quested to do it by any two members. Li case of a vacancy m 
the presidency, the chairman of the prudential committee shall 
ofSciate as President, till there shall be a new choice. The Sec- 
retary shall keep a record of all the proceedings of the Board. 
The treasurer shall have the care of the funds, give receipts for all 
monies he receives, and shall make no disbursements without an 
order from the President ; and shall give bonds, in such sum as 
the Trustees may direct, for the fahhful discharge of his trust. 
The Prudential Committee shall consist of three members, who 
shall choose their own chairman and clerk. This committee shall 
manage the concerns of the Board, under their direction, and at 
every meeting of the Board, shall make report of their doings. 

3. At the annual meeting, a sermon shall be preached, and a 
preacher appointed for next year, and also the time and place of ' 
meeting. The Trustees shall annually furnish the Secretary of the 
Convention and of the General Association, with a report •f tbe&r 

doings the year precedbg. 
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4. Vacancies in the Board, the remaiaiiig members shall fill bj 
kallot. 

5. The Board shall adopt such methods for collecting monej 
and establishing a fund, as they shall judge best calculated to 
secure the object. Tliey may also make all necessary by-laws, 
which shall not be repugnant to this constitution. 

6. The objects of this charity shall be the widows and children 
of deceased clergymen of the Congregational and Presbyterian 
denominations. 

7. All applications for charitable aid from the funds aforesaid, 
shall be made by the widow or children of a deceased minister, 
CMT by their agent, or guardian, to the prudential committee, or 
else such application shall be referred to said committee, who 
3hall examine Into tlie circumstances of the case, and report 
the result of their inquiries, and their opinion to the Kon.rd. 
The Board may determine how far the prudential committee shall 
answer the requests of applicants in tlie intervals of tlie meetings 
of the Bo^rd. 

8« This consritution may be amended by the concurrence of 
die Board, with the General Associition and Convention. 
In IS 15, the Trustees were incorporated. 
The measures proposed by the Trustees to collect funds were, 

1. That there be annual public contributions for tlie object 
after the Convention sermon, and after the sermon delivered be- 
fore the-Creneral Association. 

2. That it is desirable that each Presbyterian and Con^ega- 
tional minister in this state should consider himself obli^iued to 

Cy at least one dollar annually for this object; :-i>d as he may 
ve opportunity, to solicit donations and transmit them to th« 
Treasurer. 

3. That the convention address a circular letter to the minis- 
ters of their connection throughout tlie State, requesting tliat there 
be one contribuuon, or tliat one subscription be opened in each of 
their societies for this fund. 

The Board voted that the sums which should be raised, be dis- 
posed of b the, following manner. 

The monies raised by the contributions or subscriptions in th« 
several Presbyterian and Congregational societies, together with 
aB donations, unless the donors expressly direct otherwise, shall 
be considered a {)ermanent fund ; and one per cent, of the interest 
■ball be annually added to the principal. The remaining interest, 
the annuities of ministers, and the contributions at the meetings of 
the CoQventioD and General Association, may be annually ex- 
pended. 

A distribution was commenced in 1 81 6. Up to the present time 
as nearly as the committee can ascertain from the documents in 
dieir possession, there have been disuibuted amon^ mwe ^\dcyqr&^ 
^1199. Tfae usual sum to a widow baa been ^^^ VDmotiS^^ 
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lo three instances, more than this sum has been given. In some in- 
stances $13, and in others, only $10 have been given to a widovr 
in a year. 

Tt)e permanent fund amounts to somethinfi; more than $500* 

The present Trustees are, Rev. Messrs. Walter Harris, D. D. 
Josiah Carpenter, W. F. Rowland, Jonathan Ward, John H. 
Church, D.D., Jonathan French, Nathan Parker, D.D., Ephraim 
P. Bradford, Abraham Burnham, and Nathaniel Bouton, Ste- 
phen Ambrose and Samuel Fletcher, Esquires. 

Rev. N. Bouton, President ; Rev. A. Burnham, Secretary ; 
and S. A!nbrose, Esq. of Concord, Treasurer. 

Rev. Messrs. Bouion and Burnham, and S. Ambrose, E!sq. 
Prudential Committee. Rev. Mr. Bouton and S. Fletcher, Esq. , 
Auditors. N ' 

A subscription was commenced several years since, in order to 
secure the personal obligations of ministers to contribute annually 
to this charity. But the Trustees believe the object may be effeo- 
tually secured if a rule should be adopted in each of tlie' Associa- 
tions, as there is already in some of them, for collecting one dollar 
annually from each member, for tlie Widows' Fund. 

In behalf of tlie Trustees, 

JONATHAN FRENCH, > ^ .,, 
ABRAHAM BURNHAlVt 5 ^^^^^^^^^ 



NO. y. 
ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS 

OF THE 

SEVERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 

Embracing the number of Churches and Ministers in connexion 
with the General Association, and also of Communicants^ and 
Additions the past year, as far as returns have been received. 

CALEDONIA ASSOCIATION. 



Ckurchi9. 


MiniiUrt. 


Cofwmuniamit. 








Male. Female. 


Toul. 


Add. 


Bath 


David Sutherland 


68 138 


206 


2 


Bethlehem 


■ 


16 34 


60 


2 


Colebrook 




81 63 


94 




Dalton 




7 16 


23 


5 


Franconia 




3 10 


13 




Lancaster 




10 40 


50 




Littleton 


Drury Fairbank 


S2 38 


60 


6 


Lyman East 




12 14 


26 




Lyman West 




20 27 


47 




Percy 




3 7 


10 




Shelburne 




5 8 


IS 




WbiteBeld 




10 12 


22 


4 



i3 



•am «n «i4 11 



21 



DEERFIELD ASSOCIATION. 



Ckurthes. 


' tMinisierM, 


1 


( ommunicanU, 








Male. 


Female. 


Talal. 


Add. 


Alton 




3 


8 


11 


4 


Barnstead 


Enos George 


44 


87 


131 


2 


Caodia 


Abraham Wheeler 


77 


119 


lt)6 


1 


Chichester 




44 


92 


136 




Epsom, 


John M. Putnam 


30 


86 


116 


3 


Deerfield 


Nathaniel Wells 


22 


49 


71 


2 


Gilmanton 1st chh. D. Lancaster 


26 


84 ' 


110 


2 


Gilmanton 2d chh 


. Heman Rood 


7 


22 


29 




Lfoudon 


Enoch Corser 










Loudon Mills 




10 


18 


28 




Meredith Biidge 


F. Norwood 


9 


20 


29 


2 


Northwood 


Jobiah Prentiss 


21 


42 


63 


3 


PittsfieW 


Ezra Scovel 


12 

305 


42 
669 


54 
974 




13 


10 


19 


HAVERHILL ASSOCIATION. 






,Ch%irch€9. 


' JUiniiUn, 


< 


Communicants. 




y 




Mal<> 


Female. 


Total 


Add. 


Atkinson 




15 


30 


45 




Chester 


Joel R. Arnold 


45 


80 


125 


7 


Derry 


Edward L. Parker 










Hampstead 


John Kellej 


43 


67 


no 


3 


Pelham 


John H . Church 


43 


87 


130 


7 


Plaistoir 


Moses Welch 










Salem 


William Balch 










7 


6 


146 


264 


410 


17 




HOLLIS ASSOCIATION. 








Churehu. 


JdinisUrt. 


( 


Communicants, 


1 






Mnle. 


Femaiu 


T lal. 


Add. 


Dunstable 


H. G. Nott 


28 


85 


113 


16 


HolUs 


Eli Smith 










Mason 


Ebenezer Hill 










New-Ipswich 


Charles Walker 


63 


117 


180 


2 


Rindge 


A. W. Burnham 


52 


147 


199 


2 


Temple 


Noah Miles 










Wilton 




n 


26 


37 


I 


7 


6 


154 


675 


529 


21 


HOPKINTON ASSOCIATION. 






Churchu. 


JiinuierM. 


i 


Communicants. 








Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Add. 


AndoYer 


Samuel Kingsbury 


3 


8 


11 


11 


Boscawen Istch. 


Samuel Wood 


102 


137 


239 


6 


do. 2d ch. 


E. Price 


41 


81 


122 


3 


Bradford 








115 


65 


Bow 


■ 


8 


14 


24 


1 


Caiiterborj 


William Patrick 


39 


87 


128 


2 


iConcord v 


N. Bouton 


130 


i74 


404 


\i 


DaoboiT' 


J. Winter 


^ 


\^ 


*a 





22 



DunbtrtoB 


Walter Harris 


64 


130 


184 


7 


Franklin 


Joseph Lune 


4 


9 


lis 




Henniker 


Jacob Scales 


27 


59 


86 


f 


Hopkicton 


Roger C. Hatch 


51 


141 


197 


4 


New Chester 


B. Sargent 


8 


32 


40 


5 


Northfield 


Liba Conant 


18 


42 


60 


n 


Pembroke 


Abraham Burnham 


47 


130 


177 


s 


Salisbury 












Sanboriiton 


Abraham Bodwell 


46 


93 


139 


1 


Warner 


Jubilee Wellman 


34 


67 


101 


1 


Wilo.ot 




4 


10 
877 


11 
l53^ 


14 


19 


15 


655 


140 


MONADNOCK ASSOCIATION. 






Churchei. 


JUinisttrf. 


tommumcanU. 








Mule. 


Female. 


Toul. 


Add. 


AUtead 1st chh. 


S S. Arnold 


13 


55 


68 




Alstead 2d cbh. 


Moses Gerould 


60 


68 


118 


3 


Fitzwilliam 


John Sabin 


59 


133 


192 


2 


Keene, 


Z. S. Barstow 






230 


2 


Marlborough 


S. Bennet 


36 


57 


93 


1 


Nelson 


Gad Newell 


75 


126 


201 


S 


Sullivan 


Josiah Peabody 


15 


47 


62 


e 


S\^anzey 


Ebenezer Coleman 


18 


46 


64 


1 


JatTrey 


L. Ains\>orth 










Stoddard 


Isaac Robinson 






141 


t 


Washington 


B. White 


28 


50 


78 


1 


TVei^tmoreland 


0. C. Whiton 


18 


60 


78 


4 


Chesterfield 




30 


90 


120 




Marlov? 




3 


11 


14 




Troy 


Stephen Morse 


11 


36 


47 


1 


Roxbiiry 




IS 


24 


37 


6 


16 


13 


369 


803 


1543 


29 




ORANGE ASSOCIATION. 






Churchei. 


Jiitnitten, 


( 


Communicanlt. 








MMlf!. 


Female. 


Total. 


Add. 


Canaan 


A. Foster 


20 


32 


52 




Dorchester 


J.S. Davis 


3 


8 


11 


S 


flaiiover I). C. 


George Howe 


65 


103 


168 


1 


Hanover East 


J. Towne 


56 


105 


161 


s 


Haverhill North 












Haverhill South 




21 


59 


80 




Lime 


B. Perry 


72 


118 


190 


s 


Ortord 1st chh. 


S. Dana 


32 


72 


104 




Orford 


S. D. Farnsworth 


50 


132 


182 


ft 


Piermont 


R. Blake 


• 12 


26 


38 


1 


10 


8 


331 


655. 


986 


11 


PISCATAQUA ASSOCIATION. 






Churchti. 


Jdmitltn, 


( 


CommwncahU, 





Jfarriogiom 



Male. Female. Total. 

G.. H. KiBt % ^ 9 



AdC 



*r 



Brentwood 

Dover 

Durbam 

Epping 

Elxeter Ist chh 

Exeter 2d chh. 

Greenland 

Hampton 

Hampton-Falls 

Kensin^on 

Kirigfton 

Newcastle 

Newmarket 

Newiiigton 

North Hampton 

PorUmoutb N. 

Do. Pleasant st. 

Raymond 

Rochester 

Ryer 

Somersworth 

Do. Great-Falls 

Stratham 

Wakefield 



29 

A. n. Winslow S4 76 

R. Pnge 21 46 

F. Jeflerds 9 30 

John Smith 20 85 
Isaac Hiird 

S. W. Clarke 4 22 

J. Webster * 56 ISO 



Ora Pearson 
D. Sanford 



14 34 



J. French 48 

I. W. Putnam 36 

J. B. Waterbury 10 

S. M. Farnnworth 38 

Isaac Willey 8 

H. Porter, B. Smith 23 

1 

J. Hawes 12 

J. Cummings 15 

A. Piper, S. Nichrtfs 4 



45 

116 
157 
30 
66 
43 
53 
1 
30 
34 
12 



100 
67 
39 

105 

26 
186 



48 

51 

164 

193 

40 

104 

51 

76 

2 

42 

49 

16 



18 

2 



1 

6 

16 



t 

9 
5 



25 


21 


354 i063 


1427 


67 




PLYMOUTH ASSOCIATION. 






Churche§. 


MtnuUn, 


CommwiicanU, 








Male. Female. 


Total. 


Add. 


Aleiandria 




10 12 


22 




Bridgewater 


C. Holies 


11 20 


31 




Bristol 




10 18 


28 




Campton 


J. L Hale 


49 89 


138 


^3 


Grotoa 


A. P. Tenny 


25 39 


64 




Hebron 


do. 


18 41 


59 




Plymouth 


J. Ward 


22 66 


88 


19 


Ihomton 




18 32 


50 


7 


8 


4 


163 317 


480 


30 




SIJLLIVAN ASSOCIATION. 






Chiurchis. 


JUinisUrt, 


Communifonls. 




■ 




Male. Female. 


Toml. 


Add. 


Acworth 




90 145 


235 


1 


Claremont 


E. Paine 


22 60 


82 




Cornish 


J. W. Clary 


40 80 


120 


8 


Goshen 




11 39 


50 


13 


Lebanon " 


P. Cooke 




103 


8 


Leropster 


G. M. Brown 


40 65 


105 




Newport 


John Woods 




190 




Plainfield 


D. Clayes 




100 




Do. W. P. 






16 


3 


Springfield 
Wendell 


p. Boyter 


7 10 
6 ^ 


17 





II 



2\% 41^1 \QW^ ^^ 



24 



TAM\VO«TH ASSOCIATION. 



Chnrrhtx. 



« 

Cent 10 MnHior 
Moiiifonlioiough 

Sii'mI \ i. h 
I'prr.uiith 



d'ltrrhrs. 
An.lirrst 

F-iJl .1(1 
!)• ITU fx 

(irpf » '■«'|i.l 
(iili*.|cv' n 
l-':M:r'ck 
l-ihi«»l)ciri>»in;h 
Ii^ iiil»'}'(»rfMjjrh 
Muiit V'M'iKiii 
Neu-Ro*loii 



B. G. Willcy 

R. PoHer 
J. l>»>'Jge 

D P. Smith 
S MIci'lcn 



CommunieantM. 
Ma)p. Fom.i!e. Total. AdI. 



30 



77 107 



5 



13 


26 


39 


9 


17 


36 


53 


§ 


16 


ei 


40 




11 


24 


35 


8 


61 


116 


177 





148 303 451 S$ 



UNIOX ASSOCIATION. 



lii 



Si]:is Aiken 
J M. Will ton 
T. Savage 

A. Hichanls 
V. Daiiforth 
H. Wood 
A Hiirjie<s 
J Lswtm 
N MeniU 
N KiMg;*»lHiry 
E_r P»ia«JlJrd 

II 



CommvnicftnU, 
Male. Ffinuie. Ti>tti. Add. 

200 5 







180 


dt 


8 


33 


41 


10 


135 


230 


365 


95 


31 


85 


we 


1 


69 


13:i 


2(H 


15 


4^ 


100 


14^ 


2 


69 


135 


204 


18 



58 140 198 34 



414 t56 1648 210 



SIMMjIIIY. 

'I'hcrc arn fonncclcd wiili the (icMieral Association of New 
II;iinp>hi:v, \2 Asmh imion.-'. wliirh contain 14G churches; of 
Xhc^ii! !(m3 an.' s! pplietl with IVistors, and 2 vviiht*ollea2:ue Pastors. 
Oi ihc'se rliifirht's, IJ7 contain ll,GJti cotDmunirants ; to these 
<:hnrchr.s 5S() wcic added the hist } ear hy profcbMoii ; oiid in 
these chn^ciu:^ ISI died. 

There wvr a few oil ho I ox Coni^rcgational churches, which arc 
not connected iviih any As.<oci':tio!i. 

The nn«<ci,l'Ml miin't'-rs are Rev. .Messrs. J. Carpenter, Cbi- 
cl!es»**r; K. Hicii, Troy ; .1. Tinn-ston :\iu\ W. F. Rowland, Ex- 
cl«'r; S. Harris, U iudli: m ; M. Hraihord, iManccsjlowMi ; J. P, 
Fi«=her, Deerin:: ; .1. R n\cii, (Vuiiisli ; N. Lainhcrl, Lime, N. 
Ijoid, I). D , lluijover ; S. ArnoUl, Ossipee ; L. A. Sjiofibrd 
Ll- no aster. 



£rrahtm — 4ih page, SOt!i ''me, iV.c wordk ^priseni usa^e,* ire improperly connected. 
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MINUTES 



or Tvv 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



o» 



NEW-HAIUPSHIRE, 



AT THKXR 



ANNUAL MEETING, AT PORTflMOlJTB^ 
BEPTEMBER 7t 183(K 



VVBLISBXD BT OKDKR OF TRK Aff OGIATIOIT. 



ConcotV : 

ASA M'FARLAND, PRINTER. 

1830. 



'■>» 



miNUTBS. 



Tm Ckneral Jhsodaium of J^/ew-HampMre met at the north 
Meeting-House, in Portsmouth, September t, 1830, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 

The session commenced with a Sermon delivered bjRer. 
Efhrjlim p. Bradford, from Isaiah Ix. 5. 

The following Delegates were present : 

From Cakdama d&MctoKon, 
Rev. Drurt Fjlirbaitk. 

DeevfiM Asociaiumj 
Rev. Nathanirl Wills, Rev. ikooB Corsrr. 

HaoerhiU Auociaihnj ' 
Rev. Jomi Erllt, Rev. Edward L. Parxrr. 

HoUis Jhfociationj 
none. 

HoplBmUm wSsaocurfiofi, 
Rev. RooRR Cf. Hatch, Rev. Jacob Soalrs. 

Monadnock Jhioeiaiumj 
Rev. Srth S. Arnold, Rev. Mosrs Orrovld. 

Orange Jhiociaitonj 
Rev. IzfCRRASR S. Davis, Rev. Jamrs D. FARzrswoam. 

Piaeaiaqm JhsodaSoBf 
Rev. Ora Prarsor, Rev. Isaao Willrt. 

Plymouth J3$9ociatumj 
Rev. Jonathan L. Halr. 

SuUwan Jtnocialumf 
Rev. Phinrhas Cookr« 

Tamworth JhsociaHon^ 
Rev. Benjamin 6. Willrt« 

Union Jhsoctation^ 
Rev. Thomas Savage, Rev. Austin Richards. 

GfiMfoi Jhsenibly of the Preebyterian Churchy 
Rev. Ebenrzrr Dicket, D. D. 

General JSsiociation ofMaeeadimdte^ 
Rev. Isaac R. JBaabour^ 
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Ge9ieral ^sociaiian of Ctmnecticvif 
Rev. Syltanus Haigut, Rev. Abnbe Baunbags. 

EvangtUcal Consociaium <f RhoJk'hlandy 
Rev. Michael Burditt. 

General Conference of Mdne. 
Rev. Tbohas Jameson, Rev. CHAjaLBs Froit. 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D. Secretary, 

Rev. Abraham Burkham, Trea$urer. 

Rev. Israel W. Putham, MnieUr of ike place. 

On being called to order by the preacher — ^Rev. Fhinbhas 
Cooke waa choeen Mbderator ; Rev. Jacob Bcalb8| Scribe ; 
Rev. Edward L. Parker, Jbiikani Scribe. 

Fnyer was ofiered bj the Moderator. Certificates and r^gpi- 
lations were read. 

Rev. Messrs. Kelly, Bumham and 'Arnold, were chosen a 
If ominatinff Committee. 

Rev. Ik^ssrs. Isaac ynnilejj Roffer C. Hatch, Ora Pearson, 
Sylvanus Haight, and Isaac R. fiarbour, were chosen to take 
minutes, and report on the state of religion. 

Reports were received from Rev. Messrs. Hatch, Bumham 
and duUer, who had attended as delegates to foreign bodies. 
Adjottmed till 3 o'clock. 

Md according to adjomnmeni. 

Rev. Messrs. David Sutherland, Josiah Prentice, John H. 
Church, D. D. Ebenezer Hill, Nathaniel Bouton, Zedekiah S. 
Barstow, Jacob Cummings, Jonathan L. Hale, Nathan Lord, 
D. D. Joseph W. Clary and Ephraim P. Bradford, were chosen 
to certify the regular standing of ministers, who travel bevond 
the limits of this State. 

A pastoral letter was read by Rev. Robert Page, acc^ed, and 
referred to the Publishing Committee, that the whole, or some 
extracts, may be published in*our minutes. [See Jbtpcndix 
JVb.ir.] 

Rev. Messrs. John Kelly and Nathaniel Wells, were chosen 
to prepare a pastoral letter mr next year ; and at the suggestion 
of the delegate from the General Assembly, voted, that my be 
recmested to make the duty of attendiiig the Monthly Concert 
of Prayer a prominent subject of that letter. 

At S o'clock, narratives on the state of religion were commu- 
nicated. At 5 o'clock, narratives wero suspended, to be resunk- 
ed at 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Appointed Rev. Messrs. Scales and Bouton, Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Rev. Blessrs. Scales and Hatch, a Committee to propose the 
place fbr the next meeting of this Association, and also the Asso« 
ciation which shall provide a preacher for next vear. 
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Rev. Messrs. Church and Kelly^ a Committee to devise, if 
practicablOy some method to secure a bettor attendance of dele- 
gates to foreign bodies, and to report at the next meeting. 

Chose Rev. Abraham Bumham, Treasurer, and Ucv. Na- 
thaniel Bouton, Auditor, for the ensuing year. 
Adjourned till 8 oMock, to-morrow morning. 

SaPT. 8 — Md agreeably to adjoummeni. 

Opened with prayer. 

Tlie foUowing delegates were appointed : 

T0 the Ckneral Jhaembly of the Presbyterian Churchy on the thiri 
I- Hiursday if May nexty ai Philadelphia^ 

Rev. Mr. Bumham, of Pembroke, Delegate. 
Rev. Mr. Putnam, of Portsmouth, Substitute. 

lb ike General Jkeodaium (fMaaaachueettSj at Tauntony ihefowik 

Tueeday of June, 1831, 

Rev. James D. Famsworth, of Orford, > Tui^-nt^g 
Rev. Josiah Towne, of Hanover, S ^ 

Rev. Ebenezer Coleman, Swanzey, ) Substitutes 
Rev. Salmon Bennet, Marlborough, > 

To the Cteneral JkeocUUion of Conneciicviy at the Firei Ckurch in 
Saybrooky third Tuesday ofJunCj 1831, 

Rev. Luke A. Spoffi>rd, Lancaster, ) Dcleffates 

Rev. Samuel Harris, Windham, > ^ 

Rev. Seth S. Arnold, Alstead, > Q.,Kai:«,.t«o 

Rev. Gad Newell, JV'elson, J Substitutes- 

To the General Conoention of Vemumty the second Tuesday of 

September y 1831, 

Rev. Otis C. Whiton, Westmoreland, > DcWatos, 

Rev. Joel R. Arnold, Winchester, S ^ 

Rev. Pliny Dickinson, Walpole, ) Substitutes. 

Rev. Amos Foster, Canaan, ) 

To the Evangelical Consoctaiion of Rfiode-lslandy ai JNewpert^on 

the second Tuesday of June^ 1831, 

Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, Concord, > Delegates 
Rev. John M. Putnam, Dunbarton, \ ^ 

Rev. Ebenezer Hill, Mason, / Substitutes 

Rev. Charles Walker, New-Ipswich, > 

To the General Conference of Maine^ at Fryeburgy on the fourth 

Tuesday of JuneylQSl. 

Rev. Nathaniel Merrill, Lyndcboro', ) Delegates.. 

Rev. Jacob Scales, Henmker, S o • 

Rev. John Kelly, Hamiistead, j Subsdtutes. 

Rev. Jacob Cumnungs, otratham, ) 
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VaUdj Tlat the next meetiiur of the General Afleoeiation be 
at the north Meeting-housey in Concord, on the first THieidaj of 
September, 1831, at 10 o'clock, A. M.<— and that the Monadnock 
AiMocialion furnish the preacher. 

The Committee, appointed last year on church discipline, re- 
ported progress, and the business was recommitted to the same 
persons, Alcssrs. Church, Kelly and Cutler, to be matured for 
next meeting. 

Appointed Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Scales and Parker, a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the Resolution of the Americaa 
Education Society, on the subject of observing a day of fitting 
and prayer in November next, and report at this meeting. 

Narratives on the state of religion were resumed and finished. 

Report of the Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund was 
read, accepted, and ordered to be printed with the Bfinutea, and 
in the JVew-HampMre Observer. [See Jlfpaidix JVb. ID,'] 

Report of the Treasurer of the Association was read and ac- 
cepted. ISee Appendix JVb. IV,'\ 

The Committee, appointed to report respecting a day of &■(- 
ing and prayer, presented the fi)Uowing Resolution, which waa 
passed : 

ResolvedyThni we view, with deep interest, the proposal of the 
American Education Society, to those under their care and ihmt 
teachers and benefactors, to observe ITiursday, Noven^er 11, 
as a day of fasting and prayer, with specid reference to the more 
copious effusions of die Uol^ Spirit upon all those who are 
preparing for the Christian ministry ; ana we recommend to all 
the churches in our connexion to obsOTve that day in accordanoo 
with this object, at their discretion. 

Adjourned to 8 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Srpt. 9 — Met agreeably to adjawmmeni* 

Opened with prayer. 

A Resolution was received from the Merrtmadt Cknmig Com- 
ference^ requesting the attention of the Association to the ■abject 
of charitable collections ; that, if practicable, they may recehro 
attention at regular and stated seasons, in all the churchea in 
our connexion. Rev. Messrs. Hatch, Rankin and Kelly, were 
chosen a Committee to rejport a plan for the accomplishniant of 
that purpose, to the next Convention, in June, 1831. 

VoUd a tax of seventy-five cents on each nunister in the m?« 
eral Associations, the ensuing year. 

Voiedy That the Publishing Committee provide an additioiial 
number of Schedules for the use of the Associations. 

Rev. Messrs. Nathan Lord, D. D. and Jacob ScaleiL^ 1*^^ 
appointed a Committee to consider a letter firom the Editora ot 
the ^^ Spirit of the Pilgrims," repotted the following Reeolatioii^ 
which passed unanimously : 



Ketohtd. Thti wa view^ with lively intereaty the great object 
Jbr which tne ^^ Spirit of the Pilgrims'' was set up ; and believing 
that work has been well sustained, we cheerfully recommend it to 
the perusal and patronaee of all within our limits. 

Rev. Messrs. I. W Putnam, E. P. Bradford, A. H. 'Wins- 
low, J. M. WhitoQ and J. M. Putnam, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to report some measures to be adopted respecting the 
religious paper in this State. They reported the following Keso- 
lution : 

Resolvedy That we consider the establishment of a religious 
paper ofhigh character at Concord, very important to the interests 
of religion in this State ; and that if one or more individuals of 
suitable qualifications shall, with the concurrence of Mr. Miller, 
assimie the responsibility ot editing and publishing such a paper 
SEt Concord, we pledge our influence to circulate and sustain it. 

This Resolution passed — and Rev. Messrs. I. W. Putnam, 
A. H. Winslow and IV. Bouton, were appointed a Committee to 
confer with ]\fr. Miller and others, for the purpose of accomplish- 
hig this object. 

VoUdy That the thanks of this General Association be present- 
ed to Rev. Messrs. Putnam and Waterbury, and the members of 
their societies i^id other families, for their kindness and hospitali- 
ty on this occasion ; to the choir of singers, for their appropriate 
and very acceptable performances, and to the Directors of the 
Atheneum, for the uae of their rooms. 

PHINEHAS COOKE, Moderaiar. 

Jaoos Scales^ Scribe. 



APPENDIX. 



NO. I. 

STATE OF REUGION. 

The Committee appointed to take minntes and report on the 
state of religion, made no report ; the fDlIowing facts are there* 
fore presented by the Scribe as a substitute : 

The report last year commenced with sad reflections respect- 
ing the infrequency of revivals. It was stated, ** Almost our 
whole State is in thu respect dry and barren. For some cause 
the showers have been withholden, and most of the churches 
have been denied the encouragement of seeing the little cloud 
arise." The present report ought not to commence in statements 
equally sad. The little cloud has arisen on the one hand toward 
the sea — and on the other, it has been seen coming fix>m the 
great river ; and since it continues to rise and spread, we are 
encouraged to look for its enlargement, till it shall coyct our 
horizon, and refresh the whole vineyard of the Lord. We ought 
now to take down our harps, cease our slothful lamentations, and^ 
preparing for the field, ^o forth with the precious seed, e3n>ecting 
a glorious harvest. It is time to expect the refreshing influences 
of the Spirit, and to use all diligence, that we may be prepared 
to receive them. No time should be lost in reviewing the dark* 
ness of the past, while so many obstacles without and within 
remain to be removed. Enemies are still numerous, awake 
and active ; but the Lord is on the side of all active and faithful 
laborers in his vineyard. All those who press forward, trustinji^ 
in him, will find his arm stretched out for their support ^.his Spirit 
directing them in the way of life ; and they, receiving the anun* 
dance of his grace, will be more than conquerors. 

We find in our coimexion 147 churches, 106 ministers, and 
upwards of 19,000 members : between 6 and 700 have been 
added the last year : 170 have died. The number added is but 
little greater than it was last year : the number of deaths a little 
less. Only ten distinct revivals are reported ; but a very inter- 
estinff fact in connexion with these is, that only four are meiH 
tioned as past — ^viz. in Canterbury, Claremont, Cornish and 
Tamworth, while wo arc informed that in Candia, Dover, Exe- 
ter, Newport, Plymouth and Somersworth, revivals are in suc- 
cessful progress ; and an interesting attention to religion is found 
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in several places. Sabbath Schools are generally attended by 
greater numbers, and those of more mature minds, than in for- 
mer years. Several of thbm have been favored with special evi- 
dence of the blessing of God, in the awakening and sanctifying 
influence oi the Holy Spirit. The school in Pleasant-street 
Church, Portsmouth, is favored with the Holy Spirit. The 
greater part oi those added to the churches the year past have 
been training for the kingdom of heaven, in Sabbath Schools and 
Bible Classes. I'hese means of instruction, like the right hand 
of the Gospel, exert a powerful influence in bringing souls to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

It is found in many places, that substituting pure water for 
every species of intoxicating drink ^' has been like the water 
baptism of John, a preparation for the coming of Christ" — to 
pour out his Spirit, and cause many to drink of the water of life. 
It is the uniform testimony of the Delegates from different parts 
of this State, and from other States, that where the most strenu- 
ous and successful efforts have been made to restore men to the 
temperate use of nature's cordials, to the exclusion of all that is 
ardent, there have been seen and felt the most evident tokens of 
divine approbation. The Spirit of Ged has come ^own to dwell 
with men,, and to turn many to righteousness^ 

In the cause of temperance, great and successful, though very 
unequal efforts, are making in every civilized community ; and 
few or none besides those whose ^^ crafl is in danger," or their 
4hroats, already scorched with a more than natural thirst, are 
found to advocate the continued use of strong drink, or to pre- 
aent their influence in the way of reformation. In ancient times 
the earth helped the woman, and enabled her to escape from the 
Hood oi the dragon : now the grave is swallowing up the lover of 
ardent spirit, and those who provide it for them ; and they alone 
who receive such cordials as the God of nature presents them, 
are the recruits in the ranks of Prince Emmanuel. We hear of 
none who afllbrd evidence of having been born of the Spirit the 
year past, who have not put far from them the intoxicating 
draught, and now refuse to mingle strong drink. Though the 
church still has sore trials with those who love the indulgence of 
unnatural appetite more than the service of Christ, or the cause 
fi»r which ho descended from heaven and entered the grave, every 
year is diminishing their number, and opening her doors to a 

Surer generation. The Spirh also is descending to prepare for 
er service those who arc willing to leave all for Christ. 
The reports from foreign bodies furnish evidence of their 
serving the same Master, and experiencing alike the tokens of 
his love. 

The General Jissemhiy of ihe Preshyierian Church reports up- 
wards of 2000 churches, about 1400 ordained ministers, 200 li- 

2 
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centiates, more than 160,000 communicantH, about 100 revivals, 
and 1 1 ,748 added to the churches by personal examination thft 
past year. 

Connected with the General Association of Massachusetia are 
near 275 churches, 250 ministers, 28,000 communicants. Forty- 
five of these churches have been favored with more or less of 
-a revival, and about 900 have been added by profession. 

Connecticut reports 219 churches, about 190 settled pastors, 
25,000 communicants. One tenth of the churches have been 
refreshed with revivals within the year. 

From Vermont no report. 

IVlaine is rapidly increasing in population^ and in the number 
of churches and pastors — but many of the churches are small 
and feeble. They number 150 churches, 100 pastors, 9,560 
'Communicants — ^more than 600 added by profession the last year. 

The report from Rhode-Island is peculiarly interesting. Al- 
though they number only ten orthodox congregational churches, 
«ach of these has a pastor. One has been formed, and all re- 
freshed and increased the year past — 1000 communicants. 

We find, therefore, pro&ssedly enlisted in this branch of the 
kingdom of Christ, about 236,000, and many more studying the 
lively oracles, which unfold all the principles and all the prospeets 
of his kingdom. Shall we not thank God and take courage ? 
Though we see a much greater number standing without, and 
many of them marshalled against the sabbath and the sanctuary, 
we may bear in mind, that the Captain of our salvation holds 
them and their leaders at his disposal. He rules all worlds ; 
and while he makes his saints joyous in his presence, will cause 
all to glorify him. Let all who love our Lord Jesus Christ, put 
on the armor of righteousness^ and drawii^ nigh to him, trust in 
Ihe promises of his love. 



NO. II. 

PASTORAIi LETTER 

OF THB 

t:ENEIIAL ASSOCIATION, TO THE CHURCHES IN 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Assembled as the ministers of Chrisf, on this joyful Anniver- 
sary, to observe the spiritual festivities and to partake of the ex- 
alted pleasures of this occasion, we cannot forget the beloved 
" flocks, over which the Holy Ghost has made us overseers," 
•and those which are ^' as sheep without a shepherd." Beloved 
brethren, we ardently desire your good ; and we cannot let pass 
this favorable opportunity to communicate to you our feelings, 
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and to present before jou those affectionate counsels and admo- 
nitions whicli the wisdom given us by God may suggest. 

^' Suffer/' theuy ^' the word of exhortation," whUe we address 
vou on the 

Imporiance of ctUtivating PERSONAL PIETY. 

This, you know, is essential to your own salvation. It would 
seem to be altogether unnecessary for us to say to you that there 
may be the ^' form of godliness" without '^ the power." But as 
our great Prophet has told us that there are ^' tares" growing 
with *^ wheat," and as Paul has said respecting the church in 
his tine, that ^' many" belonging to it were the ^^ enemies of the 
cross of Christ," and as the inspired prophet has said that '^ the 
heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked," we 
cannot refrain from sounding a note of alarm on this point. 

We entreat you therefore, as you valuo your own salvation, to 
'^examine yourselves whether yo be in the faith." Of what 
avafl will it be merely to ^' have a name to live ?" Your name 
may be enrolled on the catalogue of the church, ^^ subscribed 
with your own hand ;" you may have a seat at the table of the 
I^rd, and may partake of the bread and the wine as ofl as this 
sacred festival is celebrated, and still your name may not be en- 
rolled in the ^^ Lamb's book of life" — ^you may not so ^^ eat the 
flesh and drink the blood of the Son of man," as to ^^ have life," 
and in the sight of God who searches the heart, you may be 
nothing more than enemies and hypocrites. You may even 
yourselves have hope, and joy, and assurance, and all may be 
but as the flitting ^^ sparks" with which the fond dreamer has 
*^ compassed himself about," and the ^^ hope of the hypocrite," 
which will *^ perish when God takcth away the soul." 

And what profit in a name ? in unsubstantial, momentary joys ? 
and joys which will increase the final anguish ? What profit, 
even could your sky be perfectly clear, and your sun shine with 
most cheering beams, if it is only to bring the thicker darkness, 
and the more terrific thunder ? What profit to be ^' at ease in 
Zion," when the ^^ woe" denounced must soon overtake you ? 
Or what profit to be a professor of religion, if the time will soon 
come, when the ^'sinners in Zion" must be " afraid," and ^^ fearful- 
ness" must ^' surprise the hypocrites ?" when the great Judge of 
all shall ^^ profess unto you," that though you haid '^ eaten and 
drunk in his presence," he ^^ never knew you," and shall pro- 
nounce the awful sentence, '^ Depart from me ye that work in* 
iquity ?" 

Let us exhort you then, for the safety of our own souls, to be 
faithful in searching your hearts, and impartial in ^' considering 
your ways," that you may '^ know what manner of spirit you are 
of." And trust not yourselves alone in this concern. Aware of 
(he deceitfukiess of the heart, and the pronenojs of men to 
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'^ tbiak themselTes something when they are nothing," adopt the 
prayer of David, " Search me, O God, and know my heait ; try 
me, and know my thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.'' Thus you 
will be '^ sincere and without offence until the day of Christ," 
and then you will " walk with him in white,'' being found " wor- 
thy." • 

But we look not merely to your eternal salvation. Personal 

1>iety, eminent piety, is essential to your best good here, " Grod- 
inesB is profitable unto all things, having promise not only of that 
life which is to come, but of the life which now »." What but 
this can sustain you in the numerous trials and afilictions of life ? 
what but this can calm the tumults of tho soul when it is '^ dis- 
quieted within you ?" what can soflcn and allay the angry passions? 
what subdue your raging lusts ? what but tliis can give you 
courage in danger, and strength and victory in conflict ? what 
but ardent piety can give you that spiritual discernment, and that 
balance and soundness of mind, which are so necessary to direct 
you amidst the numerous perplexities and temptations with which 
you will meet ? what but this can be effectually relied upon to 
keep you from light and unprofitable reading and conversation, 
and from idle musing ? from useless speculation ? from trifling 
pursuits ? from rash measures ? from fruitless disputation and 
entangling controversy ? from those numerous snares which 
are set all around you ? 

Ardent piety will most effectually enlarge and elevate your 
minds, sweeten your tempers, bring you solid esteem, and honor, 
and confidence ; open to you the richest sources of consolation 
to be found on earth ; and in every way promote your best good 
herej as well as in the future world. 

But the influence which you will have, brethren, upon the 
ttorldy presents the most powerful motive to the cultivation of 
personal piety. The church is the kingdom of Christ. This is 
the " pillar and ground of the truth.'* This is the "light of the 
world'' and " the salt of the earth." And Christ has said, further, 
'^ If the salt liave lost its savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? 
It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be 
trodden under foot of men." " Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." "Herein is my Father glorified that ye 
bear much fruit." 

Here we see the influence of the church upon the world. If 
this is corrupt, where shall the world look for truth and holiness ? 
They will have fled from tho earth. And in as much as the 
church professes more than the world around, in just the same 
degree will she^ if corrupt^ be viewed as more wicked than oth* 
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tn. Yea, and Christianity itself, and CTcn the character of God, 
will be in the same pro|>ortion lowered down and dci^piscd. Tho 
church is, in the view of the world, the standing and public com- 
mentary on the Bible. If that is corrupt, this also will be view- 
ed and treated as a '^ cunningly devised fable." The church is 
in covenant with God. If tliis then is corrupt, it will brin^ God 
himself into suspicion as an accomplice in the wickedness. Under 
these circumstances, how is the world to become convinced of 
the reality of the truth ? of their sin and danger ? and turned 
unto God ? This will have a direct and powerful tendency to 
make them even more iniidel and more wicked. The flood-gates 
will be opened, and a mighty torrent of atheism and vice will 
sweep over the world.* 

Brethren, is it not so ? Ha.9 it not always been found to be so ? 
Look back on the history of the church, and you will see. Ix>ok 
back to the time of Constantino, when the church began first to 
degenerate, and to the many centuries which followed. Look to 
Europe, in days since the Reformation. Do you not see it to be 
so ? 

On the other hand, look to the church in her primitive simplici- 
ty and holiness. View her in her beauty and lovely garments at 
Jerusalem, afler the day of Pentecost, when she '^ continued 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, praising God, and having favor with all the peo- 
ple." Then " fear came upon every soul ; and the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved." 

Brethren, this view of the subject is immensely important. If 
you are destitute of piety, what a deadly influence will go forth 
from you to the world around you ! If you are of a worldly 
spirit, and live a worldly life, how will infidelity and vice increase 
in the great community with which you are connected ! Are 
yo!i given to lust and pleasure ? Do you freely or statedly take 
of ^' strong drink," and put it also to the lips of others ? Are 
you living a luxurious, or an idle life ? or does ambition reign in 
your heart ? Are you eagerly seeking worldly distinction, striv- 
ing for office or power, and the honor which comcth from man ? 
going with the current, and always shapmg your course so as to 
be popular ? Or afraid to take a decided stand for Christ and 
religion, lest the world should reproach, or censure, or ridicule ? 
Or are you actuated by the "love of money "? Do your deal- 
ings, your business, your general course of action, shew that 
you are laboring to be rich, as your main object ? Do you 
'^ grind the faces of the poor," or " make the ephah small, and 
the shekel great" ? or, for tho sake of gain, traffick in 

*0r if not no, the world itself, with all iti vicet, will hecome iBeorporated 
with the ehareh, and thecharoh will become bat a more extended maii of itill 
deeper cerrnptioa. 
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those things which arc preying upon the vitals of public welftre, 
and of domestic and individual happiness ? Do you trample on 
the Sabbath, at the call of business or pleasure ? Do you refuse 
to assist in supporting the preaching of the gospel r Do jou 
turn a deaf ear to the cries of misery, temporal or spiritual, 
which are wailed upon every breeze from the four quarters of 
the earth, and brace yourselves in opposition to the great benev- 
olent movements of the day, which are carrying food, and rai- 
ment, and healing medicines — Bibles and Tracts and Missiona- 
ries to the destitute and the dying ? Do you rise against the 
plain and faithful preaching of the truth, and demand that <' de- 
ceits'^ shall be ^^ prophesied," and '' smooth things spoken" ? 
Do you censure or discountenance meetings for religious confe- 
rence and for prayer, while you object not to the waste of time 
in gay and thoughtless society ? Are you given to slander, to 
deceit, or contention ? Do you neglect all form of religion in 
your house, and let the Bible gather dust from day to day on 
your shelf ? Are you heated partizans in any worldly concern, 
or with regard to mere forms of religion, while you feel a cold 
indifference to the vital interests of the Redeemer's kingdom ? 

If you thus manifest your want of piety, will not the world 
around reproach and despise you, and the cause which you have 
professedly espoused ? Will they not utter the taunting inquiry, 
** Is this the city that men call the perfection of beauty ; tbe joj 
of the whole earth ?" And who will be converted ? Will not 
" the wicked walk on every side," and " wax worse and worse," 
and ^^ blaspheme the name of God," and ^' break down the 
carved work" of the sanctuary, and ^^ bum up the synagogues 
of God," and proclaim a loud triumph over their ashes ? 

Or if you are so inconstant in prayer and other religious du- 
ties, so neglectful of the Bible, so changeable in your temper and 
feelings, so loose and unstable in your opinions and conduct, 
^' carried about by every wind of doctrine,'' and listening to eve- 
ry pretender in religion ; so light and worldly in your disposi- 
tion and converse ; so backward to give of your property for 
pious and charitable uses, and so reluctant to seek or receive in- 
struction respecting the state of the world and the calls of duty : 
in a word, so indifferent to the groat interests of religion and 
benevolence, as to cause doubt even in the minds of your brc^- 
ren, and more than doubt in the minds of the world, whether you 
have indeed personal piety, what an unfavorable influence will 
you spread around you ! Who, in this case, will be converted ? 
" What do ye more than others ?" the world will reproachfully 
inquire. Arid who will espouse a cause about which its profess- 
ed friends feel so indifferent ? Who will contribute to carry for- 
ward the great benevolent movements of the day, and who will 
<< come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty ?" 
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But look to tho cheering and healthful influence of n diflerent 
example. Let all tho members of our churches cultivate tho 
spirit of ardent piety. Let them bo humble, meek and lowly. 
llet them bo patient, contented, resigned. Let them be just, 
true, benevolent, pitiful. Let them, while they are '^ diligent in 
busineds,^^ still be indifferent to worldly wealth. While they seek 
the good will and approbation of men, still let them not '^ love 
the praise of men more than the praise of God." While they 
thankfully partake of earthly pleasure, let them shew their 
^' moderation" in all things, and seek most ardently those ^' pleas- 
ures which are at the right hand of God." Let them ^^ love the 
brethren with a pure heart fervently,'' and '' speak oflen one to 
another" on the great things of religion. Let them ^^ search 
the scriptures daily," that they may understand the great doc- 
trines of the gospel, and know how to distinguish it from every 
^^ other gospel" that men may preach ; that they may be estal^- 
lished in the truth, and well acquainted with their duly. Let 
them be teachable, seeking instruction from all who are qualified 
to give it. Let them cultivate a devotional spirit, and live a life 
of prayer. Let them strive to " grow in grace" daily, " and in 
the knowledge of Christ." Let them give their own encourage- 
ment and assistance to Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools. Let 
them engage with all their heart, in the great work of purifying 
and building up the church, and converting sinners. Let them 
patronize and assist the great benevolent societies and operations 
of this day. Let them '' devise liberal things" in supporting the 
gospel, and in building up the waste places around us, and send- 
ing the gospel through the world. Let them hold themselves and 
their property at the disposal of Christ, glowing with love to God 
and man, and '' ready to every good work.'' 

Let them thus bear upon their forehead the broad and bright 
inscription of chrialianj and let all their robes display, in letters of 
light, the same inscription, and what, think you, will be the con- 
sequence ? Will not sinners, in this case, be compelled to admire 
this goodly and spiritual temple ? will they not gaze upon this holy 
and splendid city ; this Zion of our God ? Will they not exclaim, 
^^ Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zi- 
on — the city of the great King." Will they not " walk about Zi- 
on, and go round about her ; tell the towers thereof; mark well 
her bulwarks^ consider her palaces r" and will they not tell it to 
all around, and hasten to proclaim it to distant inhabitants } And 
will they not come from every quarter, the dwellers in the vales, 
and upon the mountains, and supplicate the privileges of citizen- 
ship ? will not even " kings," or rulers, " be -assembled," not to 
destroy her, but to became tho peaceful and happy subjects of 
the King of Zion ? And then will not '^ mount Zion rejoice, and 
the daughters of Judah be glad ?" And will not ^^ glory then 
dwell in our land, and God, even our own God, bless us ?" 



[ 16 ] 

Bright visions rise before us, ns wo contemplate this interesting 
subject. O, if the church thus '^ puts on her beautiful garments," 
how will the waves of light roll on, and the clouds of darkness 
roll awajr ! How will our '^ peace be as a river, and our righteous- 
ness as the waves of the sea !" 

And do you not pant for this happy transformation ? Does not 
your " heart burn within you," with a quenchless desire to see 
the Zion of our God thus exalted and glorious ; and dying sin- 
ners all around shouting the praise of their Redeemer ? Dear 
Brethren, we trust this is your feeling. And let us all arise, and 
pray, and labor, and suffer, until our delightful vision may li^ht 
upon the reality of what the enraptured prophet saw by iaith, 
when he raid, '^ Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the 
doves to their windows ?" 



NO. in. 
RSPORT 

RKLATIVE TO THE 

WIDOWS' CHARITABLE FIWD. 

To the Secretary of the General Ssiociation of JS'^ew^HampMhire^ 

Rev. and Dear Sir, 

AgrecaliW to the 3d article of the conntitntion of the Widows* Charitable 
Fnnd» the Tustecs of said Fund submit the following 

REPORT. 

Oar annual meeting wan held at Rov. N. Bouton's, in Concord^ Jane Sd» 
1880, and the following OlVicers were chosen : 

Rev. N. BouTON, President. 
Rev. A. BuRNHAM, Secrclary; 
B. Ambrose, Esq. Treasurer. 
Uev. N. BoCTON, > ^^j.,^^ 
S. Fletcher, Esq. > 

The President, Secretary and Tieasnrer were chosen Prudential Commit- 
tee, and authorized to appropriate the money, and manage the concerns of 
the Institution the ensuing year, according to their discretion. The meeting 
was adjourned to the time and place of the meeting of the General Associa- 
tion of New-Hampshire, in September next. 

In the exercise of the power vested in ihom, the Committee have appro- 
priated twenty dollars to each of the following widows, viz : 

Mary Flint, of Brentwood, $:20 

BeUey Hull, Seabrook, 20 

Patty Walker, Farmington, 20 

Mary Kidder, Dunstable, 20 

Mury Pillsbury, Litchfield, 20 

Amounting to $100 
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We have the pleafare to report the following inremo from Jano, 1839, to 
June, 1880, inclouTe : 

Contribttlioii after eennoBf Concord, Jnne, 1829, $22 63 

Dhto at Newport, Sept 1S29, 25 60 

Ditto at Concord, June, 1830, 82 05 

Annaitiea of Ministori, 87 00 

From a Benerolent Society of Femalei, in Exeter and Strat- 

ham, bj Mrs. Dean, 22 60 

Amounting to $139 78 

In the aboTO statement goreral facts arc worthy of notice. 

1. The Annatties of Ministers. Thirty-seven ministers havo paid their 
dollar each, within the year, to this Fund. 87 ! Compare this number with 
the whole number of Congregational and Presbyterian clergymen in the State, 
and the difference, wo believe, will be more than 80. And how is this de- 
ficiency to be accounted for? Will any one of our brethren, who can even 
imagine it possible, that his own beloved wife and dear children may hereaf- 
ter be found among the poor widows and orphans of deceased clergymen, 
neglect to save from his scanty income one single dollar a year, for this pre- 
cious charity ? 

2. It u with satisfaction that we notice the increase in the amount of tha 
collections, from $22 to 25, up to $32. $82, that taken up at Concord last 
Jnne, after the most impressive appeal in the closing of tne Conventional 
Sermon, is the largest, we believe, ever taken up for this object. 

8. It is with peculiar pleasure, that among the numerous Female Benevo- 
lent Societies of New-Hampshire, there is one whose memben sympathize 
with their beloved sisters in Christ, and their orphan children, who once had 
a Friend and Father to provide for them, by preaching the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God. The Lord remunerate in spiritual blessings, a thousand 
fold, all the contributors to this Fund. 

What an unspeakable privilege it will be, to bo nblo to say, in view of 
having {tatronind this benevolent Institution — When the ear heard met 
then tt bleseed me ; when the eye saw me, it gave witness to me ; be^ 
cause I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless ; and him that 
had none to help him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish 
came upon me ; and I caused the widow^s heart to sing for joy. 

For the Trustcee— 

A. BURNIIAM, Sec'y. 

Pembroke, August, 1830. 
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NO. IV. 



General Aasociatloji of .yciP'Iiampahh'e in account cwreni wiA 

Abraham Bur.viia3I, Tveasurer. 



Dr. 

IScpt. 1829. 

To balance due Troasarcr S12 84 

To paid Kcv. I. Robinson for 

attending General Assembly 30 00 
Dec. 
To paid Miller & Brewster for 



printing Minutes 



28 00 



1829. By received of 
Caledonia Association 
Dcerfield 
iraverhili 
Hollis 
Ilopkinton 
; Monadnock 
Orango 



Ct. 



$70 84 < Piscaiaqna 
45 OS I Plynioutli 



Sullivan 



Balance due the Treasurer $25 76 I Tamworth 

Union 



Cr. 

$1 00 
7 08 

2 60 
1 00 
6 50 
6 00 
4 60 
6 60 
1 50 

3 00 
1 00 

4 50 



^45 08 

I hereby certify that, havinc; examined tho foregoing account, 
I find it correctly cast and well vouched. 

N. BOUTON, jJiwWor. 
Concord, Sept. 6, 1830. 

Note. — No receipts for 1830 are included in the above ac* 
count, \\-hich was audited before the Anniversary at Portsmouth. 
The money received by tho Treasurer there will pay the balance 
due him, and a part of the printer's bill. 

Associations m arrears are requested to forward their taxes to 
the Treasurer, as tho money is now duo to the printer. 
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TIMES AND PLACES 

€^ former Anamal Meeiingi <f the Giineral ^^ssoc'uUion, and tJie 

Preachers who officiated. 

Jane 8, 1809 — ^TUe General Association of New-Hampshiro was organ- 
ised at Rev. Dr. An M'Farland'a, in Concord. 

Sept. 20, 1809— The General Association mot at Rov. Dr. Samnol 
Wood*8, in Boseawen : Sermon by Rev. John H. Cbarch, D. D. of the Ha- 
verhill Association. 

Sept. 19, 1810— Met at Rev. William F. Rowland's, in Exeter : Preach- 
er failed. 

Sept. 17, lSll~Met at Rev. Dr. Walter Tlarri!^*, in Danbarton : Sermon 
by Rev. Pearson Thurston, of the Deerfield Association. 

Sept. 16, 1812— Met at Rev. Eli Smith's, in Hollis : Sermon bj Rev. 
Walter Ilarru, D. D. of the Hopkinton Association. 

Sept. 22, 1813— Met at Rev. Dniry Fairbank's, in Plymoath : Sermon 
by Rev. £U Smith, of the Hollis Association. 

Sept 20, 1814— Met at Rev. Roswell ShartleflT's, in Hanover : Preacher 
failed. 

Sept. 19, 1816 — ^^letatRev. David Oliphanfs, in Koene : Sermon by 
Rev. William F. Rowland, of the Exeter Association. 

Sept 17, 1816 — Met at Rev. Dr. \na. MTarland's, in Concord : Sermon 
by Rev. Pbinehas Cooke, of the Monadnock Association. 

Sept. 16, 1817— Met at Rev. Willinm F. Ro>v1andV«, in Exeter : Sermon 
by Rev. Stephen Chapin, D. D. of the Union Association. 

Sept- 15, 1818 — Met at Rev. Joseph W. Clary's, in Dover : Sermon by 
Rev. Sylvester Dana, of the Orange Associatio n. 

Sept. 21, 1819 — ^Met at Rev. Grant Powers', in Haverhill : Sermon by 
Rev. Josiah Webster, of tbo Piscataqaa Associati on. 

Sept. 19, 1820— Met at Rev. Israol W. Pntnim's, in Portsmouth : Ser- 
mon by Rev. Zedekiah S. Darstow, of tho Monadnock Association. 

Sept. 19, 1821 — Met at Kev. Richard Hall's, in New-Ipswich : Sermon 
by Rev. Jonathan Ward, of tho Plymoutli Aaiociation. 

Sept 3, 1822 — ^Met at Rev. Abraham Bnmham's, in Pembroke : Sermon 
by Rev. John Kelly, of the Haverhill Association. 

Sept 2. 1823 — Met at Rov. Phinohas Cooke's, in Acworth : Sermon by 
Rev. David Sutherland, of the Coos Aft.«ociation. 

Sept 7, 1824 — Met at Rev. Edward L. Parker's, in I^ondonderry : Ser- 
mon by Rev. Joseph Rowell, of the Windsor Association. 

Sept 6, 1825 — Met at Rev. Baxter Perry's, in Lyme : Sermon by Rev. 
Amasa Smith, of the Deerfield Association. 

Sept 5, 1826 — ^Met at Rov. Federal Burt's, in Durham : Sermon by Rev. 
Robert Page, of the Hopkinton Association. 

Sept 4, 1S27— Met at Rov. Amo9 Wi Burnham's, in Rindge : Sermon 
by Rev. Bcnnet Tyler, D. D. of the Orange Association. 

Sept. 2, 1823 — Met at Be v. Abijali Cross', in Sali^tbury : Sermon by 
Rev. Jonathan French, of the Piscataqua Association. 

^?€pt. 1, 1^29. — Met at Rev. John Woods's, m Newport : Sermon by Rev. 
Charles Walker, of the Hollis Association. 

Sept 7, 1830— Mot at Rev. Israel W. Pufnam'siu Portsmouth : ?ermon 
by Rev. E. P. Bradford j ot' the Union Association. 



ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS 

OF THE 

SEVERAL ASSOCIATIONS: 

Embracing the number of Churches and Ministers in connexion 
«vith the General Associatiofi, and also of Communicants and 
Additions the past year, as far as returns have been received. 



CJiLEDOmA JlSSOCMTIOff. 



Churches — 


MinUiert-^ 


Communicanis-^ 






Male. 


Fern, 


Total. 


JUd. 


Batb, 


David Sutherland 


68 


138 


206 





Bethlehem, 


William Untchinaoii 


17 


84 


61 


8 


Colebrook, 


Moses Bradford 


81 


68 


94 





DaltuD, 


(See Lancaster) 


7 


16 


28 


1 


Fninconia, 




8 


10 


18 





Lancaster, 


Lake A. Spoflbrd 


10 


88 


48 





Littleton, 


Drory Fairbank 


21 


40 


61 


2 


Lyinau, Kait, 


Ambrose Porter 


12 


14 


26 





Lyman, West, 




20 


27 


47 





Percy, 




8 


7 


10 





Shelbome, 




6 


8 


18 





IVhitefield, 


(See Bethlehem) 


10 


14 


24 


4 


Total, 12 


6 


207 


409 


616 


10 


BEERFIELD JISSOCMTIOJ^. 




■ 


Churchet^ 


Ministers — 


Communieants- 


- , 






Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Md. 


Alton, 




8 


8 


11 





Borofltead, 


Eros Ceorge 


44 


87 


131 





Candia, 


Abraham Wheeler 


76 


116 


191 


1 


Chichester, 


Mr. Peabody ofLoadon Mills 40 


97 


137 





Deerfield, 


Nathaniel Wells 


19 


43 


62 


2 


Epsom, 




32 


88 


120 


6 


Gilmanton East, 


Daniel Lancaster 


30 


99 


122 


8 


Ciilmanton Centre, 


Do. 


8 


24 


82 


2 


London, 


Enoch Corser 


21 


53 


74 





Loudon 51ills, 


Josiah Peabody 


15 


21 


36 


5 


Meredith Bridge, 




8 


19 


27 





Northwood, 


Josiah Prentice 


20 


41 


61 


2 


Tittsfield, 




12 


37 


49 





13 


7 


327 


726 


1053 


2b 



[ ai ] 

A VERHILL ASSOCIA TION. [1820.] 



Ckwrchti-^ 


Miniiteri-^ 


Communieants- 


. 






MaU. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


AtkiiiflOD, 




15 


30 


45 





Cherter, 


Jonathan Clement 


45 


80 


125 


7 


Dtrry, 


Edwaid L. Parker 














Ilampstetd, 


John Kellv 

John II. Church, D. D. 


43 


67 


110 


8 


Pelham, 


43 


87 


130 


7 


Plaistow, 


MoMi Welch 














Salem, 


WUliam Balch 














7 


6 


146 


264 


410 


17 



MOLLIS ASSOCIA TION. [1829.] 



Churclui 



MinUten 



Communicants — 
Male. Fem. Total. Add. 



Danstable, 


II. G. Nott 


28 


85 


113 


16 


Hollis, 


Elt Smith 














Bfason, 


Ebenezer Hill 














New-lnewich, 


Charlea Walker 


63 


117 


180 


2 


Rindge. 


A. W. Bnmham 


52 


147 


199 


2 


Temple, 


Noah Miles 














Wilton, 




11 


26 


37 


1 


7 


6 


154 


375 


629 


21 




IfOPifZYTaV ASSOCMTiajS-. 






Churehu — 


Miniiters-^ 


Communieanti- 


^^ 






MaU. 


Fem. 


Total. 


Add. 


Andover, 


Samuel Kingtibary 


3 


9 


12 


1 


Boacawon, 1ft, 


Samnel Wood, D. D. 






2as 


8 


Botcawen, 2d, 


Ebenezer Price 


40 


76 


116 


2 


Bradford, 


Orlando G. Thatcher 


85 


86 


121 


4 


Canterbarj, 


Wni. Patrick 


44 


94 


138 


17 


Concord, lit. 


Nathaniel Benton 


131 


287 


421 


35 


Danburj, 


John S. Winter 


12 


13 


25 


3 


Donbarton, 


John M. Putnam 


55 


121 


175 


S 


Franklin, 


Joaeph Lane 
Jacob Scales 


4 


11 


15 


2 


Henniker, 


28 


65 


93 


9 


Hopkinton, 


Roger C. Hatch 


52 


146 


198 


S 


New-Cbeiter, 




9 


34 


43 


8 


NorthfieM, 


Liba Conant 


17 


41 


58 


1 


Pembroke, 


Abraham Bnmham 


46 


122 


167 


5 


Saliibnry, 


Andrew Rankin 


15 


43 


58 


4 


SandboiDton, 


Abraham Bodwell 


46 


87 


133 





Warner, 


Jubilee Wollman 


37 


65 


102 


3 



17 16 606 1300 2113 

Unsettled Minuttrs. — Walter Harris, D. D., Benjamin Sargent. 
Candtdatc^haxLC Knight. 



105 



[ aa ] 



MO.yjiDyOCK JiSSOCMTIOJi. 



ChunheM — 


Mill liters — 


Communieanii- 


— 






Male* 


Fern. 


Total, 


Add. 


Aliite&d, 1st, 


Seth S. Arnold 


11 


52 


63 


1 


Alfltead, 2d, 


Moses Gerould 


52 


68 


120 


7 


Choflterfield, 


Mr Smith 














Fitzwilliam, 


John Sabin 


63 


186 


199 


8 


Gilsam, 


Ebenczer Chase 


11 


21 


82 





Hinsdale, 


J. I^nglcy 


5 


12 


17 





Joffrey, 


I^ban Ainsworth 














Keene, 


Zedekiah S. Banstow 






222 


2 


Marlborough, 


Salmon Bennot 


30 


53 


04 


4 


Marlow, 


Moses Gerould 


8 


11 


14 





Nelfion, 


Gad Newell 


75 


124 


199 





Roxbarj, 


Salmon Bennct 






32 


8 


Snllivon, 


Mr Cushman 














Hwnnzey, 


Kbeneser Col man 














Stoddard, 


Isaac Robinson 






100 


a 


Troy, 


Stephen Morse 














Westmoreland, 


Otis C. Whiton 


18 


64 


82 


7 


Winchester, 


Joel R. Arnold 


36 


107 


142 





Walpole, 


Pliny Dickinson 












19 



19 



309 65S 1416 34 



ORANGE ASSOCIATION. 



ChurcheB — 



Miniiters — 



Canaan, 

Dorche;}ter, 

Hanover, Dart. Col. 

Hanover, Ea^t, 

Haverhill, North, 

Haverhill, South, 

Lime 

Orford, Ist church, 

Orford, 2d church, 

Piermont, 



CommunicantM — 
Male. Fern. Total. Add, 



Amos Foster 


IB 


81 


60 


8 


Increases. Davis 


4 


8 


12 


1 


George Howe 














Josiah Towne 


52 


103 


165 


6 


John Dutton 


16 


33 


49 


1 




21 


54 


76 


2 




63 


lis 


181 


2 


Sylvester Dana 


48 


128 


176 





James D. Farnsworth 


32 


69 


101 





Mr. Ilosford 


12 


25 


87 


2 


8 


267 


569 


836 


16 



10 



Churchet 



PISCATAQVJi ASSOCIATION'. 



Barrington, 

Dover, 

Durham, 

Epping, 

Exeter Ist church, 

Fjcetrr 2d church, 

Farmington, 

Greenland, 

Hampton, 



Miniiters — 

Mr. l^Terrill, Licentiate 
A. H. Winslow 
Robert Pago 
Forrest Jeft'erds 
John Smith 
Isaac Hnrd 



Communifonti^^ 
Male. Fern. Total. Add. 



R.W.Clark 
Josiah Webstei 



8 

37 

20 



11 





55 



11 

122 

50 



82 





129 



14 

159 

70 

40 

170 

43 





15 1 



» 
66 
6 

68 
2 


I 



[ 38 ] 



Hampton Falli 

Kentington, 

Kiofrtoiia 

JLamprer Ri^er, 

MUtOD, 

Newiastoii, 

North Hampton, 

Portamonth, 1st, 

Portamoatb, Pleaaant 

Raymond, 

Rochester, 

Rye, 

Somenworlh CFalb, 

Stratham, 

Wakefield, 





7 


21 


28 







6 


26 


32 





Oni Pearson 


IS 


32 


45 

































■ 














Jonathan French 


111 


44 


155 





Israel W. Putnam 


37 


15S 


195 


8 


at. J. B. Walerbury 


7 


51 


58 


10 


Beth Farnsworth 


35 


64 


99 





laaac Willey 


7 


40 


47 





B. Smith 


27 


67 


94 


16 


WiUiam Twining 














J. Cnmmings 


17 


35 


62 


8 


Am Piper & S. Nichols 


4 


18 


28 


6 



24 



18 



1427 191 



PLYMOUTH ASSOCIATION. 



Churehe$ — 

Alexandria, 

Bridgewater, 

Bristol, 

Campton, 

Groton, 

Hebron, 

Plvmoath, 

Thornton, 



MinUters — 



Jonathan L. Hale 
Asa P. Tenney 

do. 
George Ponehard 
Kiah Bayley 



Communicanti — 
Male. Fern, Total. Add. 



8 4 

Unsettled Jftni#/er— Charles Bollee. 



10 


12 


22 





10 


20 


30 





10 


18 


28 





50 


93 


143 


6 


24 


39 


63 


8 


16 


41 


57 


2 


42 


78 


120 


33 


14 


24 


38 





176 


825 


501 


44 



SULLIVAN JlSSOCMTlOJi, 



Chwrehes — 


Ministers — 


Communicants^ 


. 






Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


Aeworth, 


Moses P. GrosTonor 


89 


143 


232 





Claremont, 


Elijah Paine 


48 


91 


139 


61 


Cornish, 


Joseph W. Clary 


57 


118 


175 


38 


Lebanon, 


Phinehas Cooke 


40 


70 


110 


9 


Lempster, 


Charles M. Brown 


40 


60 


100 





Meriden, 


Dana Clayea 


30 


73 


103 


7 


Newport, 


John Woods 


80 


153 


238 


8 


Waahington, 


BroDghton White 


25 


50 


75 





Langdon, 




8 


8 


16 





Unity, 




7 


11 


18 





Godien, 




11 


37 


48 






11 8 429 814 1249 

Unsettled Ministers^Rnv. Mr. Rowell, Rer. Mr Thomson. 
Cemdidate^luUi Newell. 



lis 



Vhurrhcn — 



I 2-1 1 

TMIirORTfl JISSOCIATJOX. 

jyfinifters — 



Conuny, B. G. Willcy 

Mttreditli & fcnlcr Harbor, 

Motihobborough, Joshua Dodge 

Osslpco, Snriiuel Arnold 

^fuiidwich, David 1*. ^luitli 

Turiiworth, Samuel Hidden 



Comm unieantS'-' 
Male. Fern, Total Add, 



29 
13 
17 
16 
11 
44 



78 
27 
48 
27 
29 
124 



107 
4Q 
65 
43 
40 

163 



1 

S 
8 
S 
7 
20 



6 



Churchci — 



Amherst. 

Antrim, 

B^'dford. 

Dcering, 

F'rancestown, 

Greenfield, 

Coffsttown, 

Hancock, 

Hillnhorongh, 

TiVndphoroush, 

Mont Vcinon, 

New-Doston, 



136 332 458 42 



IWIOX ASSOCMTIOJS\ 



Ministers — 

C Jeremiah Barnard 

( Silas Aiken 
John M. Whiton 
Thomas Pavage 
Khor Child 
Austin Kic.hard^ 
Francin Danforlh 
Henry Wood 
Archibald Bnrgcss 
John Lawton 
Nathaniel Merrill 
Nathaniel King.«bnry 
Fphraim 1*. Bradford 



Communieanta^^ 
Male. Fern. Totai, Add. 



9 

140 
30 
69 
41 
68 

201 
57 



29 
232 

82 
136 

98 
135 
18S 
139 



200 

210 
180 
88 
872 
112 
206 
139 
203 
289 
196 
156 



9 

S 
10 


IS 



s 




1 






12 13 

Vnsf (lied Minister — J. P. Fisher, Dcering, 
Candidate — Kbcnezcr G, Bradford. 



533 1039 2259 



89 



Sl3Ix>IARY. 



C AIJ JM)NI A ASSOriATION. 

DFKHFIKIJ) do. 

HAVF.RimX do. 

HOLLIH do. 

HOFKINTON do. 

MONADiNUt K do. 

OKANGE do. 

VISCAT.ACIUA do. 

ri.Y.MOUTH do. 

SiriJ.IVAN do. 

TAMWOUTH do. 

rXlON do. 



Total, HG 

Tfif'^ttliMl MiniMcrs nnd r'andidnte^ — 7 





5' 

£■ 

O 

3 

• 


? 

5 

5 

8 

• 


> 

S: 


12 


6 


616 


10 


1.1 


7 


1053 


26 


7 


6 


410 


17 


7 


6 


529 


21 


17 


16 


2113 


105 


19 


19 


1416 


34 


10 


s 


836 


16 


21 


18 


1427 


191 


9 


4 


501 


44 


n 


^ 


1249 


lis 


6 


.5 


458 


42 


12 


la 


2239 


39 



116 12,867 65S 
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At a meeting of the General AssociatioxV of New Hamp- 
shire, held in the meeting house of the First Church and So- 
ciety in Concord, September 6, 1831, at 10 o'clock, A. M., 
the following delegates, as it appeared from certificates read, 
were found to be present: 



Rev. Drura Fairbaxk, 
Enoch Corser, 
Daniel Lancaster, 
Calvin Cutler, 
Jonathan Clement, 
Amos W. Buiinham, 
Handel G. Nott, 
Andrew Rankin, 
OrlandoG. Thatcher 
Ebenezer Coleman, 
Moses Gerould, 
Nathaniel Lambert, 
Amos Foster, 
Isaac Willey, 
John Smith, 
George Punchard, 
Dana Clates, 
Moses G. Grosvenor, 
David P. Smith, 
Silas Aiken, 
Eber Child, 
Joel Fisk, 
Charles Walker, 
Joseph Vail, 
Roswell Whitmore, 
Grant Powers, 
Thomas Tennet, 



Caledonia •Association. 
Deerjield Association, 

Haverhill Association, 

Holies Jlssoci^tion. 

Hopkinton Associalion. 

Monadnock AssocicUion. 

Orange Association. 

Piscataqua Association, 
Plymouth Association. 
Sullivan Association. 
Tamworth Association. 
Union Association. 



Gen. Convention of Con. Sf 
Presbyterian Ministers in Vi. 
Gen. Asso. of Massachtuetts. 

> Gen. Asso. of Connecticut. 

Gen. Conference of Maine. 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D., Sec*y. 
" Abraham Burnham, Treasurer, 
" Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 



The sermon before the Association was preached by Rev. 
Ebenezer Coleman, from 1 Timothy, 3: 7. 

Rev. Nathaniel Lambert was chosen Moderator; Rev. 
Handel G. Nott, Scribe; Rev. Silas Aiken, Assistant 
Scribe. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 
The regulations and certificates of the election of members 
were read. 

Rev. Messrs. Fairbank, Thatcher and A. W. Burnham, 
were appointed a Committee of Nomination. 

Adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met agrceahhj to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs, Smith, Rankin, Foster, Vail and Fisk, were 
appointed to take minutes of the state of Religion, and to 
furnish a report. {See Appendix M), I.) 

Rev. Messrs. David Sutherland, Josiah Prentice, John H. 
Church, D. D., Ebenezer Hill, Nathaniel Bouton, Jacob 
Cummings, Jonathan L. Hale, Nathan Lord, D. D., Joseph 
W. Clary and Ephraim P. Bradford, were chosen a Com- 
mittee to certify the regular standing of ministers in this 
State, travelling beyond its limits. 

Rev. Messrs. Coleman and Burnham, were appointed to 
designate the place for the next meeting, and to name the 
Association which shall furnish the preacher. 

Chose Rev. Abraham Burnham, Treasurer for the ensuing 
year, and Rev. Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 

Rev. Z. S. Barstow and S. S. Arnold, were appointed to 
prepare a pastoral address for the next meeting. 

Delegates to foreign bodies the last year, made their re- 
ports, which wore accepted. 

Rev. Messrs. Church, A. Burnham and Grant Powers, 
were appointed a Committee to make a report, on the better 
mode of charitable collections, as contained in the minutes of 
the General Association of Connecticut. 

The Association attended to the Pastoral Address prepared 
by the Committee previously appointed for that purpose. 

Votedy That the address be published with the minutes; 
and that the Publishing Committe consist of the Scribes. 
{See Appendix JVb. J/.) 

The Association attended to Narratives of the state of Re- 
ligion in the churches. 

Adjourned, with prayer, to meet at 8 o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 



September 7. 
The ^sociation met according to adjournment . 

Opened with prayer. 

The Committee previously appointed on Church discipline, 
reported, that owing to peculiar circumstances, nothing defi- 
nite had been done. Agreeably to its requests. 

Voted, That they be discharged from further attending to 
the business. 

The chairman of the committee appointed the last year to 
devise, if practicable, some method to secure the better at- 
tendance of delegates to foreign bodies, reported, and there- 
upon. 

Voted, That there be appointed annually, a Committee 
who shall be empowered to appoint a delegate or delegates, 
to any foreign body in our connexion, on being duly informed 
that the delegates and substitutes fail of performing the ser- 
vice assigned, them. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Bouton and Abraham Burn- 
ham, were appointed the committee for the year ensuing. 

Voted, That there be annually appointed by this General 
Association, a member of each District Association, to be a 
receiver of the tax assessed on each minister in our connex- 
ion, and forward the same to the Treasurer. 

The following persons were then appointed to be receivers 
for. the year, viz: Rev. Messrs. David Sutherland, Daniel 
Lancaster, Charles Walker, Nathaniel Bouton, Stephen 
Morse, James D. Farnsworth, Israel W. Putnam, George 

Punchard, Phineas Cooke, Lane, Eber Child and Cal- 

vin Cutler. 

Voted, That a tax of 50 cents be assessed on each member 
of the several District Associations. • 

Voted, That the Treasurer make a communication to de- 
linquent Associations, through their receivers, in regard to 
the payment of arrearages. 

The Committee on the appointment of Delegates to foreign 
bodies, reported the following nomination, which was accept- 
ed by vote: 

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 

Rev. John M. Putnam, Delegate. 
'' Nathaniel Bouton, Substitute. 

To the General Association of Massachusetts ^ 

Rev. Ebenezer Coleman, ? t) lo tc 
** Salmon Bonnet, ) ^ 

f u \wr r^i / Substitutes. 

Joseph W. Clary. 



4 i 
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To the General Association of Connecticut. 

Rev. Seth S. Arnold, ) ry^x^^^.^^ 

- Gad Newell, I l^eiegates. 

'* Zedckiali S. Barstow, > ^ i ,. . 
'• JohnSabin. ' j Substitutes. 

To the General Convention of Vermont, 

Rev. Francis Dan forth, ) t\ ^ 
tt \ T? * ? Delegates. 

*' Amos Jboster, J * 






Drury Fairbonk, ? o u *•* x 

* J "^ r> I • / substitutes, 

Andrew Kankm, 



To the Evangelical Cofisociation of R, Island, 

Rev. Ebenczer Hill, ) t\ i 

" Handel G. Nott. | Delegates. 

Calvin Cutler, ? o l ^-x ^ 

Orlando G. Thatcher, 1 Substitutes. 

To the General Conference of Maine, 

Rev. Joshua Dodce, ? i-k i i 

<« f r...«.n:n„« > Delegates. 






<( 



J. Cuininings, ) 

David Sutherland, ? o u a-a * 
John Smith, 1 Substitutes. 

The Report of the Trustees of the Widows' Charitable 
Fund, was submitted by Rev. Abraham Bumham, and ac- 
cepted. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee of the Widows' 
Charitable Fund be requested to prepare and publish in the 
New-Hampshire Observer, a respectful address to the Pres- 
byterian and Congregational Ministers of this State, and so- 
licit their attention to the increase of its funds, by their an- 
nual subscription, or otherwise. 

The narratives of the state of religion were resumed, and 
continued until half past 12 o'clock, when prayer being ofljered, 
the Association adjourned till 2 P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Opened with prayer. 

The narratives of the state of religion were resumed and 
cdmpletcd. 

The Association, to give way to the meeting of the N. H. 
Bible Society, adjourned to Thursday, 8 o'clock, A. M. 

September 8. 

The Association met agreeably to adjournment, opened 
with prayer, and proceeded to business. 

Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association 
be hold in .the town of Amherst, at the meeting house of 



Rev. Mr. Aiken; and that Sullivan Association furnish a 
preacher for the occasion. 

Resolvedy That a Committee of three be chosen to examine 
a work now in progress of publication, to be entitled The 
Christian Psalmody ; and that this Committee consist of Sam- 
uel Fletcher, Esq. of Concord, Dr. Josiah Kittredge of Pem- 
broke, and Rev. Daniel Lancaster of Gilmanton. 

Voted, That the report on the better regulation of charita- 
ble collections, in the minutes of the General Association of 
Connecticut, be printed in our minutes, and referred to the 
consideration of the several District Associations; and that 
they report thereon to this General Association next year, or 
give instructions to their delegates on the subject. (See 
JSbpendix JVb. ///.) 

The following resolution was submitted by Rev. Mr. Kim- 
ball, Agent of the American Tract Society, Boston, and pass- 
ed by vote of the Association. 

"Whereas God has been pleased to disseminate his truths 
by means of the circulation of religious Tracts, and, through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, has been pleased to bless 
this dissemination of truth, by making them the means of the 
salvation of many souls; — and whereas the American Tract 
Society, the more efiectually to bring divine truth to bear on 
the conscience of every one, has established, and its friends 
to a considerable extent adopted, a system of Distributing a 
Tract monthly in every family willing to receive them, there- 
fore, 

Resohed, That this Association cordially approve the sys- 
tem of regular periodical distribution of the publications of 
the American Tract Society, and recommend to all the church- 
es in connexion with this body, as soon as practicable, to a- 
dopt the same." 

rated, That the thanks of this General Association be pre- 
sented to Rev. Mr. Bouton, & the members of his Society and 
other families, for their kindness and hospitality on this occa- 
sion; to ^e choir of singers, for their appropriate and very 
acceptable performances. 

The foregoing minutes being read and approved, the sess- 
ion was closed with prayer. 

NATHANIEL LAMBERT, Moderator, 

Handel G. Nott, Scribe. 



APPEIVDIX. 



NO. 1. 
REPORT ON THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

It is presumed that the Grcneral Association of New Hamp* 
shire were never permitted to mak^ a Report of the state of 
Religion within their bounds under circumstances of more 
orerwhelming interest; and with devout gratitude would they 
acknowledge the wonderful interposition of the divine Spirit 
in behalf of our churches during the past year. In general, they 
have appeared to be governed in a good degree, by that "wis- 
dom that is from above," which '*is first pure, then peacea- 
ble, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits." Much harmony and brotherly affection have pervaded 
them. They seem to have had in their eye Christ's new 
commandment, to love one another. And Zion at large which 
•dwells on the heart of Everlasting love, seems to have been 
unusually near their hearts. 

As evidence that the servants of the Lord Jesus take pleas- 
ure in the stones of Zion, and favor her dust, and are desirous 
that all her ruins should be restored, we are happy to state, 
that a growing interest has been manifested in behalf of the 
great, benevolent enterprises of the day. The Bible, Mis- 
sionary, Tract, Education, Sabbath School, Colonization and 
Beamen's Friend Societies, are enlisting more and more the 
affections, receiving the generous contributions, and calling 
forth, in various ways, the efforts of those who love and pray 
ibr the peace of our Spiritual Jerusalem. On the first Mon- 
day of every month, a goodly number meet together, whose 
prayers, and charities go up before €rod as memorials of their 
love to the Saviour. May this holy convocation be attended 
with increased numbers, and interest, and effect. And may 
mil professors of religion especially learn of Him, who, though 
rich, for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty 
might be rich. May they be more deeply convinced of the 
truth, that they are amenable to God for the manner in which 
they dispose of their property — and learn, agreeably to the 
Apostolic iiyunction, to lay by in store as God hath prospered 

5 
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them from week to week, aad cheerfully send their gifls into 
the treasury of the Lord. This period in the history of 
Christ's followers, we believe will at length arrive; and we 
hope it is not far distant. 

But it is in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on our church- 
es that we witness the rich displays of divine power and grace. 
In the report of the last year, we find the following remarks : 
''The little cloud has arisen on the one hand towards the sea 
— and on the other, it has been coming from the great river; 
and since it continues to rise and spread, we are encouraged 
to look for its enlargement, till it shall cover our horizon, and 
refresh the whole vineyard of the Lord. We ought now to 
take down our harps, cease our slothful lamentations, and pre« 
paring for the field, go forth with the precious seed, expect- 
ing a glorious harvest. It is time to expect the refreshing 
influences of the Spirit, and to use all diligence, that we 
may be prepared to receive them." These remarks were 
made under the encouragement and the incitement to faith in 
God and to the discharge of duty, afforded by .only ten dis^ 
Hnct revivals within our whole bounds. In looking at our 
present history, we perceive that these remarks were not ill- 
timed. The cloud has covered our whole horrizon. The 
showers of divine mercy have descended, or are now de- 
scending, on some of the churches and congregations in 
every District Association composing this body. In the Cal- 
edonia Association, two churches and congregations have 
been favored in a greater or less degree, with the influences 
of the divine Spirit ; in Deerfield, five; in Haverhill, two; 
in Holies, six; in Hopkinton, nine; in Monadnock, fow; in 
Orange, seven; in Piscataqua, seven; in Plymouth, five; in 
Sullivan, three; in Tamworth, five; in Union, seven; mak- 
ing in all no less than 62 churches and congregations that 
have or are now experiencing the convicting and converting 
influences of the Spirit of God. And this number seems to 
be increasing with the lapse of every week. In vifew of these 
facts, we are led to exclaim, **What hath God wrought!" O 
the abounding grace of God to sinners — O the heighth and 
the depth, the length and the breadth of the unfathomable 
love of God to sinners. 

The revivals within our bounds have not only been numer- 
ous, but they have been characterized by their great stillness 
and power. There has been comparatively little animal ex- 
citement. Convictions of sin have deen deep, and the great 
majority of cases, of short continuance. The subjects of 
them have been of each sex, and of all ages, from childhood 
to very advanced life. An unusual number, however, have 
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been males. Men of learning, wealth, and influence — of high 
standing in society, have apparently become truly pious, and 
taken a decided stand in favor of religion. The tall cedars 
of Lebanon, and the sturdy oaks of Bashan have been bowed 
before the Spirit of God. — The infidel has acknowledged the 
divinity of the Bible, and cherished its spirit; and the deter- 
mined opposer of religion, and hater of its truths and its 
friends, has become the lover of Christ, the firm advocate of 
his cause, and the friend of his people. 

In regard to the subjects of the late revivals an^l of those 
which are now in progress, we must jsay generally, that time 
alone will allow us to judge of the genuineness of their piety. 
By their fruits we must know them. But so far as we can 
judge at the present time, though their change has been in 
many instances a sudden one, their faith seems to be that 
which works by love, and purifies the heart, and overcomes 
the world. Wherever differences previously existed, a rec- 
onciliation has been sought — they have exercised a forgiving 
temper, as they hoped to be forgiven. And in some instance^ 
where persons had been guilty of fraudulent transactions, 
they have made restitution — and have generally acted, on the 
determination to owe no man anything , but to love oneanother. 

The means employed in promoting these revivals, have been 
Temperance Societies, Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes, 
. the preaching and ordinances of the Gospel on the Sabbath 
and at protracted meetings, and at other times during the 
week. These means have been preceded, attended, and fol- 
lowed by humble, fervent, faithful prayer, and the Holy Spir-. 
it, the ascension giU of Jesus, has gloriously followed in their 
traii^.^ 

Our Temperance movements seem to have been instrumen- 
tal in preparing the way for the coming of the Lord — to have 
opened a door of Access to the truth to many hearts. These 
movements are siiW onward. But their progress is compara- 
tively slow. There is occasion for increased exertion in this 
field of labor on the part of every christian, and every patri- 
ot. Every man who loves the Saviour, and loves his country, 
should lend his example and his influence to enlarge the no- 
ble phalanx who abstain entirely from the use of ardent spirits. 
Let this be done in New Hampshire, and we shall soon have 
the happiness of saying with our sister State of Connecticut, 
that a Temperance j^ociety on the principles of total abstin- 
ence has been formed in every Town within our limits. 

Sabbath School and Biblical instruction, are, as means of 
grace, receiving increased attention, and their influence is 
greatly extending among us. Our churches seem to be re- 
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deiving the impression that children may, in very early years, 
become the subjects of God's renewing grace. And €rod 
himself, in some of our schools is illustrating the fact, that 
the lambs of the flock, are the objects of his tender care and 
Covenant love. In one school, 40 of the scholars have be- 
come hopefully pious. In others, we trust, the Saviour has 
erected many living monuments of his redeeming mercy. And 
here we trust we shall be excused if we introduce a single 
fact, out of the man/which might be introduced to encourage 
effort in behalf of Sabbath Schools. A pious female in very 
humble circumstances, and living in a neighborhood where 
ignorance and intemperance, and vice of every hue seemed 
to reign triumphant, concluded to make a humble attemp, 
with a reliance on God, at the reforming of her neighbor 
hood. She opened the doors of her cottage on the Sabbath 
for the instruction of the children of her vicinity. She 
collected several of them, and prayed with them, and told them 
of the Saviour of sinners. This she did in language adapted 
to their capacity — and she saw the tears stealing down their 
cheeks — tears of penitence. Two of the children have al- 
ready become, it is believed, the subjects of genuine conver- 
sion. Those in the most obscure situations, and in the most 
unfavorable circumstances, may do good — may be instromen- 
tal in the conversion of souls. What christian at this day 
can sav, "I have no influence." 



WO. 2. 
PASTORAIi ADDRESS. 

Beloved Brethren, 

We, being set for the defence of the gospel, and engaged 
as the ministers of Christ to promote the glory of God and 
the good of his kingdom, would address you with our most 
friendly salutations, earnestly desiring and praying, that yoo 
and your children to the latest generation, may enjoy the 
blessed privilege of inheriting the kingdom of heaven-. 

To this end may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Ghost be 
with you all. And in order to realize this blessedness, remem- 
ber. Dear Brethren, what is necessary on your part. Re- 
member first of all your dependence on God, your need of 
the mercy and grace of Grod, through our Lord Jesus Christ 
to bring you and to keep you in the love of God and in the 
obedience of faith unto eternal glory. Never let the impress- 
ion of your own sufliciency have place in your minds a sia- 
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gle momeot. But feel and saj we are cot sufficient to think 
any thing as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God. If 
at any time you are tempted to let go your hold of Christ, and 
to lean to your own understanding, you will find yourselves 
in danger without any thing to rest your souls upon. And be- 
sides, in such a case as this you will bo chargeable with the 
guilt of neglecting Christ and grieving the Holy Spirit to 
leave you to despair and ruin. Beware then of the deceit- 
fulness of your own hearts, and flee, as it were, from your- 
selves, to Christ as the only hope and refuge of your souls. 
Let your eyes be ever toward the Lord. Let your souls fol- 
low hard after God. As the heart panteth afler the water- 
brook, so let your souls pant after God, the living Grod. 

Another thing to which we would exhort you, is to have a 
deep concern for the moral and spiritual improvement of the 
rising generation. Your children are the hope of the church 
and of the world — such as they are so will the nation be, a 
nation of enemies, or of friends to Grod and man. You are 
A<^ ignorant of the dangers attendant on the rising genera- 
tion, nor of the incessant measures to corrupt and to destroy 
those, who are to fill your places after you are laid in the dust 
of the earth. You cannot then be indifferent to the charac- 
ter which the rising generation shall sustain, if you wish well 
to those who shall come after you. Be engaged then, to in- 
stil into their minds the principles of truth and righteousness. 
Command them to keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment, that it may be well with them, and those who 
shall come after them. 

Another thing we would urge upon you, is to avoid the in- 
dulgence of any unlawful pleasures, and to learn to take 
pleasure in nothing but in doing your duty toward God and 
man. This will save you much trouble and cost; this will 
make you always happy. It is a reflection on the Divine good- 
ness to suppose that unlawful indulgence is at all necessary to 
one's happiness in time or eternity. It is certain that God has 
united our duty with our interest; and it is equally certain, 
that we ought to seek pleasure only in doing the will of God. 
In this way we shall avoid all intemperance, all frivolous 
amusements, and all expensive and perplexing extravagance, 
and shall walk in the ways of wisdom, which are pleasantness, 
and in her paths, which are peace. It is high time for chris-^ 
tians to learn this most obvious lesson, that the work of right* 
eousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quiet- 
ness and asBurance forever. For it is certain, that if men 
cannot be happy in doing their duty, they must be miserable. 

Another thing we would urge upon you, is the duty of pray- 
er to God. Pray always with all prayer and supplication in 
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the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverence and 
supplication for all saints. The duty of prayer is abundantly 
inculcated in the holy scriptures; and these are abundant en- 
couragraents for us to apply to God, through Christ for every 
thing we need, both for things temporal and for things spirit- 
ual and eternal. The consideration that every good and per- 
fect gift coraeth down from the Father of lights, and that we 
need every thing from him, and can have all things freely giv- 
en us of God whenever we ask for them in faith, should move 
and urge us to pray to God, through Christ, with all prayejr. 

And we would particularly urge you, and beseech you, Be- 
loved Brethren, to attend constantly the duty of social prayer, 
at the monthly concert, in which you will have the concur- 
rence of the people of God in every part of the earth. You 
know how much our blessed Saviour encourages his disciples 
to be agreed touching any thing they shall ask of the Father 
in his name. And here you have the agreement of all the 
children of God throughout the world. The time foretold by 
the prophet is evidently drawing near, when *' It shall come 
to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of 
many cities, and the inhabitants of one city shall go to an- 
other, saying let us^go speedily to pray before the I^rd, and 
to seek the Lord of Hosts. I will go also, yea, many people 
and strong nations shall come to seek the T^rd of Hosts in 
Jerusalem, and to pray before the Lord." This will be a 
blessed time; and blessed are they who anticipate this spirit 
of prayer, which shall be poured out upon the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. — Refuse not then. Beloved 
Brethren, to coincide with this spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion for all the people of the earth. 

Finally, Dearly Beloved, and longed for in the Lord, we 
exhort you to come out from the world, and be ye sepa- 
. rate from all that is contrary to the kingdom of God. Be ye 
holy, for I am holy saith the Lord. Touch not, taste not, 
handle not that which will pollute your souls, and which has 
been the ruin of thousands and millions of the human race. 
It is high time that every christian professor should be distin- 
guished from all other people, in purity of heart and life, in 
humility, patience, prayer fulness, heavenlymindedness, godli- 
ness, brotherly-kindness, and charity. Let us then deny un- 
godliness and worldly lust, and live soberly, righteously and 
godly, in this evil world, that we may look for the blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the Great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom be glory in the church, world 
without end. Amen. 



IS 

ABSTRACT of the Returns of the several Associations em- 
bracing the number of Churches and Ministers in Connexion 
with the General Association, and also of Communicants and 
additions the past year, as far as Returns have been received. 





CALBDOKIA ASSOCIJTIOA: 




• 




Churehex* 


Ministers. 


.Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


Bath, 


David Sutherland 


69 


140 


209 


8 


Bethlehem, 


William Hutchinson 


16 


33 


49 





Colebrook, 


Ebenezer G. Bradford 


81 


63 


94 





DahoD, 




7 


16 


23 





Fhuiconia, 




4 


18 


17 


5 


Lancaster, 




10 


38 


48 





Littleton, 


Drury Fairbank 


22 


42 


64 


8 


Lyman, East, 




12 


14 


26 





Lyman, West, 




20 


27 


47 





Percy, 




3 


7 


10 





Hhelhorne, 




6 


8 


13 





WhitefieW, 


(See Bethlehem) 


13 


17 
418 


30 
630 


7 


12 


4 


212 


18 


Candidate — Samuel G. Bradford. 












DEERFIELD ASSOCIATIOJST. 








Churches. 


Ministers. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


Alton, 




8 


8 


11 





Bamstead, 


Enos Geoijee 
Abraham Wheeler 


46 


93 


139 


11 


Candia, 


82 


134 


216 


88 


Chicherter, 




40 


20 


34 





Deerfield, 


Nathaniel Wells 


18 


45 


63 


4 


Epsom, 




20 


70 


90 


2 


East Gilmanton, 


Daniel Lancaster 


28 


86 


114 


6 


GHmanton Centre, 




10 


25 


85 


8 


Gilmanton Iron-works, 


6 


15 


21 


8 


Loudon Village, 




14 


20 


34 





London, 


Enoch Corser 


19 


56 


75 


4 


Meredith Bridge, 




8 


19 


27 





Northwood, 


Josiah Prentice 


18 


48 


61 


4 


Pitfsfield, 


6 


11 
323 


89 


50 





14 


747 


1070 


76 


Unsettled Minister^!. 










Candidates — 1. 




A TWA". 










HAVERHILL ASSOCl 




Churches. 


- Ministers. 


Male. 


Fem. 


Total. 


Add. 


Atkinson, 




10 


20 


80 





Chester, 


Jonathan Clement 








125 


6 


Derry, 


Edward L. Parker 














Hampstead, 


John KeUy 














Londonderry, 
















Pelham, 


John H. Church 


43 


84 


127 





Flaistow, 


Samuel H. Peckham 


9 


88 


47 





Salem, 


WiUiam Balch 


16 


38 


54 





Windham, 


Calvin Cutler 


33 


76 


109 


5 


9 


7 


111 


266 


492 


12 


Unsettled — Samuel If arris 
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HOLLES AS!iOCIATIOJ\r. 



Chttrehes. 


Ministers. 


Male. 


Feni. 


Total. 


Add. 


Dongtable, 


Handel G. Nott 


48 


162 


210 


68 


HoOes, 


David Perry 


60 


90 


150 


4 


3Ia80o, 


Ebenezer Hill 





• 








Mernniack, 


Samuel 11. Toulmaii 


9 


18 


27 


6 


New Ipswich, 


Charles Walker 


70 


140 


210 


18 


Rindge, 


A. W. Bnmham 


49 


136 


185 





Temple, 


Noah Miles 














Wilton, 


William Uichardson 
8 


17 
253 


39 


56 


24 


8 


585 


888 


120 


UnsettUd-^Eii Smith. 


MTIOJSr. 










HOPKiJ^rroj^ Associ 




Churches. 


Ministers. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


AndoTer, 




3 


9 


12 





Boscawen, Ist, 


Samuel Wood, D. D. 


76 


161 


286 


7 


Boflcawen, 2nd, 


Ebenezer Price 


41 


76 


117 


6 


Bradford, 


Orlando G. Thatcher 


82 


84 


116 


1 


Canterbtuy, 


WiUiam Patrick 


49 


102 


151 


16 


Concord, Ist, 


Nathaniel Bouton 


112 


296 


408 


28 


Danbury, 


(See Bristol, Plym. Asso.) 


12 


15 


27 


8 


Dtinbarton, 


John M. Putnam 


52 


128 


180 


IS 


Franklin, 


Benjamin P. Stone 


13 


5 


18 


3 


llenniker. 


Jacob Scales 


28 


69 


92 


6 


Hopkmton, 


Roger C. Hatch 


51 


147 


198 


5 


New Chester, 


Isaac Knight 


4 


22 


26 


2 


Northfield, 


Liba Conant 


18 


25 


68 


9 


Pembroke, 


Abraham Bumham 


46 


121 


167 


6 


Salisboiy, 


Andrew Rankin 


17 


56 


78 


18 


Sandbomton, 


Abraham Bodwell 


47 


96 


148 


18 


Warner, 


Jubilee Wellman 


82 


52 


84 


2 


17 


15 


627 


1484 


2116 


182 


Unsettled Ministers — Waher Harris, D. D., 


Benjamin 
/jJT/OJV 


Saigent 

• 


>• 






mojstadjvock: assoc 




Churches, 


Ministers. 


Male. 


TetH. 


Total. 


Add. 


Alstead, lit. 


S. S. Arnold 


18 


54 


67 


2 


Akftead, 2nd, 


Moses Gerould 


52 


67 


119 


8 


Cbesteriield, 


Smith 








100 


29 


Dublin, 




7 


16 


28 


6 


Fitzwilliam, 


John Sabin 


66 


142 


208 


17 


Gikmm, 


Ebenezer Chase 


10 


26 


86 


9 


Hinsdale, 


Edwin Jennison 














Jafirey, 


Laban Ainsworth 














Keene, 


Z. a Barstow 






280 


16 


Marlborough, 


Salmon Bennett 


34 


58 


87 





Marlow, 




8 


11 


14 


6 


N«bon, 


Gad Newel! 


75 


122 


197 


S 


Roxbnry, 




10 


19 


29 


6 


Sullivan 


Cushman 


17 


48 


65 


6 


Swanzey, 


Ebenezer Coleman 


18 


88 


56 


1 


Stoddard, 


Isaac Robinson 








98 


1 


Troy, 


Stephen Mom 














Westmoreland, 


Otis C. Whiton 


. 18 


65 


88 


4 


Winchester, 


Francis Danforth 


89 


102 


141 


1 


Walpole, 


Pliny Dickmlbi 


18 


45 


68 


9 



20 



17 



480 808 1696 92 



17 



ORAJSrOE ASSOCIATIOA". 



Churches. 

Canamn, 
Doicbo^, 
HanoTer, Dart. Coll. 
Hanover, East, 
HaverliiU, North, 
HaTerhill, South, 
Ljmie, 
Oiford, Ist, 
Orford, West, 
Piermoot, 
Wentworth, 



J^Gmsters. 

Amos Foster 
Increase S. Davis 

Josiah Towue 
John Dntton 

Erdix Tenney 
James D. Famsworth 
Sylvester Dana 
Robert Blake 
(See Dorchester) 



Male. Fern. Total. Add. 



19 
4 
46 
62 
17 
17 
71 
61 
29 
17 




85 

7 

92 

87 

34 

58 

105 

128 

66 

47 





54 

11 

138 

129 

51 

75 

176 

179 

95 

64 

18 



7 

9 
2 
2 
2 
6 

18 
8 

30 




11 8 828 

Unsettled Ministers— ^niYiaii Lord, Roswell ShartleflTft 
Candidate — Benjamin F. Foster. 



659 985 78 
Nathaniel Lambert. 





PISCATAqUA ASaOCIATIOM 






Churches. 


Ministers. 


MdU. 


Fetn. 


Total. 


Add. 


Barrington, 


Samuel H. Merrill 














Brentwood, 


Jonathan Ward 


10 


41 


51 


6 


Dover, 


H. Winslow 


86 


139 


175 


86 


Eppmg, 


Forrest Jeffords 


11 


85 


46 


6 


ueter, Ist church, 


John Smith 


28 


138 


161 


80 


Greenland, 


Samuel W. Clark 


4 


25 


29 


3 


Hampton, 


Josiah Webster 


56 


130 


186 


6 


Kingrton, 


Ora Pearson 


12 


82 


44 


8 


Lamprey River, 
Norm Hampton, 


Orasmus Tinker 


9 


48 


57 


7 


Jonathan French 


43 


104 


147 


1 


Portsmooth, 1st, 


Israel W. Putnam 


40 


165 


205 


11 


Raymond, 


Seth Famsworth 


37 


64 


101 


3 


Rochester, 


Isaac Willey 


6 


55 


61 


7 


Rye, 


B. Smith 


28 


67 


95 


2 


8omersworth,G. Falls, William Twining 














Stratham, 


J. Cummings 


16 


35 


51 





Wakefield, 


8. Nichols 


6 


20 


25 


6 


17 


17 


341 


1098 


1484 


128 


Candidate^. K. Young. 


AT I OK. 










PLYMOUTH ASSOC L 




Churches. 


Ministers. 


Male. 


Fern. 


Total. 


Add. 


Alexandria, 




10 


12 


22 





Bridgewater, 




11 


16 


27 





Brktol, 


John S. Winter 


7 


17 


24 


1 


Campton, 


Jonathan L. Hale 


47 


91 


188 


2 


Groton, 


Asa P. Tenney 


22 


86 


68 


1 


Hebron, 


(See Groton) 


19 


52 


71 


17 


Plymouth, 


George Punchard 


51 


94 


145 


28 


Tliomton, 


Kiah Bayley 


18 


24 


87 





8 


5 * 


180 


342 


622 


49 



18 



S ULLl VAJST ASSOC lA TIOJV. 



Chttrchei. 

Acworth, 

Claremout, 

Cornksh, 

Croydon, 

Goahen, 

LoBgdoD, 

Lempster, 

L^buiOD, 

ffewport, 

Plainiield, Wert, 

Piainficld, Meriden, 

UdHv, 

Wafuiiogton. 



Ministers. 

Moses Ci. GrosvcDor 
Dijah I'aine 
Joiseph W. Clary 
J. Haven 



Phineas Cooke 
Jolin Woods 

Dana Clayes 



Male. Fern. TotaL Add. 









229 


8 


59 


103 


162 


20 








e 

















10 


S9 


49 

















83 


58 


91 









114 


10 


92 


184 


276 


65 


4 


12 


16 


2 


30 


70 


100 


10 


7 


12 


19 


1 















13 7 

Unsettled Ministers — 3. 
Candidates— 2. 



285 478 lOM 191 



TAMWORTH ASSOCIATION 



Churches. 


Ministers. 


MaU. 


Fern. 


T9t€d. 


Add. 


Conway, 


Dcnjamin G. Willey 


79 


80 


109 


2 


Meredith, 


Joseph LAne 


13 


25 


88 





Monltonborongb, 


Joshua Dodge 


81 


45 


76 


4 


Ossipee, 
Sandwich, 
















David P. Smith 


15 


83 


48 


7 


T^imworth, 


Saniael Hidden 


41 


100 


141 


S 



179 288 412 



Itl 



Churches. 

Amherst, 

Antrim, 

Bedford, 

Deering, 

Francestown, 

Goilstown, 

Greenfield, 

Hancock, 

HiUsboroQgh, 

I^ndeborongh, 

ifont- Vernon, 

New-Boston, 



uj>riojsr ASSOCIATION 



Ministers. 

S Jeremiah Barnard 
Silas Aiken, Col. 
John M. Whiten 
Thomas Savage 
Eber Cliild 
Anstin Richards 
Henry Wood 

Archibald Bai^ess 
John l^wton 
Natlianiel Merrill 
Naihuniel Kingsbur}- 
Ephraim P. Bradfora 



Male. Fern. Total. Add. 



200 



9 












u 


58 


126 


184 


6 


9 


88 


42 


1 


140 


243 


883 


18 








206 


6 


30 


83 


118 


5 


40 


98 


188 


B 














99 


177 


276 


1 








209 


14 








180 


S 



12 



12 



876 760 1881 



65 



Unsettled Ministers — J. P. Fisher, Moses Bradford. 
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General ^wciaivm of Jfew Hampshire in accauni current 

Abraham Burnham, Treasurer, 
Dr. 

Sept 1830. 

To balance due Traaaorar $26 76 

Oct 20, To interest on money 

hired ibr Association 1 37 

Oct 30, To publishing Minutes 28 00 
Dec. -18, do. blank returns and 



uM 



Cr. 



small Hanki 



4 60 



Cr. 



$69 63 
51 76 



Balance doe the Treasurer 



$7 88 



1830. Bj received of 




Caledonia Aaociation 


•0 76 


Deeifield 


2 25 


Haverhill, N. H. Br. 


8 76 


HoUes 


00 


Hopkinton 


10 50 


Monadnock 


8 25 


Orange 


6 73 


Pitfcataqua 


4 50 


Plymouth 


1 50 


Sullrvan 


7 26 


IVmwoith 


8 25 


Union 


800 



$61 76 

I hereby certify that I have examined the foregoing ac- 
count of the Treasurer of the General Association, and find 
it correct. N. BOUTON, Auditor, 

Concord, Sept. 1, 1831. 

Note. — To enable the Treasurer to pay the printers, and 
preserve the credit of the General Association, it will be ne- 
cessary for Associations in arrears to forward their taxes im- 
mediately. 
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NO. 3. 



The ibllowing article was not received in season for iiMCttion in ito proper 
place, page 15. 

Report of the General Association of Connecticut on the better 
regtdaiion of Charitable Collections. 

Resolved, That for the better regulation of pharitable col- 
lections, for the great benevolent operations of the age, par- 
ticularly for the four principal Societies, the American Bible 
Society, the American Home Missionary Society, the Amer- 
ican Education Society, and the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, it be recommended to the 
Churches, to attend to the claims of these Societies, not for- 
getting at the same time the claims of other Societies and ob- 
jects, in the following order. 

Let the American Bible Society, receive the attention of 
the Churches of Hartford and Litchfield Counties, in March, 
April, and May; of Fairfield and New-Haven Counties, in 
June, July, and August; of Middlesex and New-London 
Counties, in September, October, and November; and of 
Tolland and Windham Counties, in December, January, and 
February. 

Let the American Home Missionary Society, receive the 
attention of these Churches in the next succeeding three 
months — the American Education Society, in the next suc- 
ceeding three months — the American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, in the next. 

Thus the Churches, of Hartford and Litchfield Counties, 
will attend to the first object, from March to May — to the 
second, from June to August — to the third, from September 
to November — and to the last, from December to February. 

And if Agents come in, to plead the cause of either of 
these objects, they are requested to conform to these arrange- 
ments. 
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MINUTES. 



TuxsDAT, Sept. 8, 1888. 

The Genekal Asbocxatioit or New Hampshire convened, agreea- 
bly to appointment, at Keeoe, at 10 o*clock, A. M. ; and was open^ with a 
sermon bj the Rev. Joseph Lane, from Joshua, xviii: 3. And Joshua taid 
unto the chihlren of IsrarJ, how long art yt slack to go to possess the land 
which the Lord Ood of your fathers hath given you ? 

From Credentials presented to the Secretary, it appeared that the following 
delegates had been appointed to this body, viz: from 

Rev. Wm. Hutchinson, 
Andkew Govan. 

Abel. Manning, 
Presekved Smith. 

John R. Adams, 
Luke A. Spafforo. 

Ebenezer Hii«l, 
David Perrt. 

Jubilee Wellman, 
Nathanxei. Bouton. 

Seth S. Arnold, 
Edwin Jennison. 

Nathan Lord, o. o. 
Erdix Tennxt. 

Jacob Cumminos, 
Erasmus Tucker. 

Sylvester Dana. 

Brouohton White, 
Elijah Paine. 

Tamworth jSs$ociati&n, -^___ 

Union Jissociatian, 



Caledonia Jissoeiation, 


Rei 
«< 


Deerfield Association^ 


«< 


Haverhill Association, 


«< 


Mollis Association, 


« 


Hopkinton Association, 


<« 
<« 


Monadnock Association, 


«< 


Orange Association, 


<< 
«« 


Piscataqua Association, 


(( 
«< 


Plymouth Association, 


• 


Sullivan Association, 


«< 
« 



<c 



Nathaniel Kxngsevrt, 
ft^ Nathaniel Meerxll. 



Otn. JUsmm. tf Fres, Churchy Jambs Pattersoit. 



'N. 



Otn. Auo. of Con, ** Chanct Booth, 

'< Chsitir Coi«Toir. 



Oen, Jttio. of Man. '* 



Oen. ConvetUion of Vt, «* T. W. Duncait. 

Oen. Conftrence of Me. '* Chaklss TRUMANt 

** El«IJAH JOHES. 

Evangelical ComoeiaHon of ** T. T. Watikman, Del. 

Rhode Itland, ** John H. Chukch, D. D. 8ee*if. 

** Abkaham Burnham, Treae. 

** Z. S. Barbtow, Min. of the place. 

The AMOciation was organized by cboosing Rev. Nathait Lord, D. D., 
Moderator; Rev. Datid Pbrrt, Scribe; and Rot. Nathaitiei. Merrill, 
AfBHtant Scribe. 

The Aasociation united with the Moderator in prayer. The certificates, and 
the mlei of the body were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. Meesn. White, Arnold, and Spoiford, were appointed a Committee of 
nomination. 

A communication from the Congregational Union of England and Wales, 
(See Appendix ^o. S) was read by the Secretary and referrea to a Committee, 
consisting of Rev Dr. Lord, and Messrs. Bnmham and Boaton. 

Delegates appointed the last year to foreign bodies made their reports which 
were accepted. 

Rev. Messrs. Daniel Sathertand, Josiah Prentice, John H. Charch, D. D., 
Ebenezer Hill, Nathaniel Boaton, Jacob Cnmmings, Geoige Punchard, Nathan 
Lord, D. D., Joseph W. Clary, E. P. Bradford, and Z. S. Barstow, were appoint- 
ed to certify the re^^lar standing of the Ministers and candidates in this State, 
travelling beyond its limits. 

Rev. Messrs. Bamham and Boaton were appointed a Committee to designate 
the place fur the next meeting of this body, and. the Association to famish the 
preacher. 

Adjoarned till 2 o'clock. 

Afternoon, 2 o*eloek. Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs. Bonton, Weliman, Kiogsbary, Booth, Colton, Patterson and 
Freeman, were appointed to take minates from the narratives of the stkte of re- 
ligion, and prepare a report. (See Appendix No. 1.) 

Rev. Dr. Charch, and Messrs. Cloyes and Manning were appointed a Com- 
mittee to inqaire into the reason of the present saspension of divine influence, and 
the special duty of the Churches under this moarnfnl withdrawment of the Lord's 
life-giving presence. 

The Committee, appointed the last year to consider the expediency of chang- 
ing the organization of this body, so as to make it partake more of the nature of 
a conference, made a report, adverse to any alteration; which being accepted, 
was Isid on tho table, to be called up to-morrow morning. 

A Committee, appointed in June last, by the General Convention of N. H., 
to take into consideration the subject of establishing near the centre of the ^^tate, 
a Manual Labor Institution, made a reg^rt, (See Appendix No. 4) which was 
accepted, and referred to another Committee consisting of Rev. Dr. Lord, and 
Messn. Cloyes and Adams. 

At 8 o'clock the Association suspended business to bear the narrations of the 
■tate of religion. After which, the Treasurer's report was read and accepted. 
(See Appendix No. 2.) Wherefore 

Voted, that an assessment of fifty-eents be made on each member of the 
MTfltral Assooiations. 

The Secretary of the Widow's Charity Fund made his report, which was 
• -"^iHed. . 



Voted, that an abitract of the above report be appended to the Minntee of 
the AflMciation. (See Appendix No. 3.) 

Voted, that tha receivers of the annnal tax, in the several Aasociations, be 
reqaested to take chaise of what any member may be disposed to give to the 
Widow's Charity Fond. 

Voted, that the Scribe and Assistant Scribe be the Committee of poblication. 

Rev. Messrs. Hill, Adams and Kingsbury were appointed a Committee to 
coDtiderthe subject of Contributions to the Widow's Charity Fund 

A communication was read from Rev. Ezekiel Rich, the consideration of 
which was, by a unanimous vote, indefinitely postponed. 

Adjoomedto meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

WSDHTESDAY, SePT. 4. 

The Association met agreeably to adjournment. 

Rev. Dr. Lord, the Moderator, being called unexpectedly to leave town, 
Rev. John H. Church, D. D., was called to preside in his stead. The Modera- 
tor led in prayer. 

A communication was presented from Mr. WUliam Ladd, of Maine, on the 
subject of Peace, in connexion with which were passed the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved t That this General Association regard with deep and increas- 
ing interest, the object and efforts of the American Peace Societv, to abolish war 
and hasten the universal peace of the nations; and would very coeerfully co-ope- 
rate with the Society, in every wise and practicable measure to accelerate this 
happy result. 

2. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to every minister in con- 
nexion with this body, to preach annually on the object of the above Society, 
either on the 25th of Dec. or the Sabbath preceding that day; also that he re- 
quest his Church and all friendly to the object, to observe an annual concert of 
prayer, at some convenient time near that day; and take a collection, either af- 
ter the sermon, or at the close of the prayer meeting, for the benefit of that So- 
ciety.* 

The Report of the Committee on the expediency of changing the organiza- 
tion of the General Association, was called up, and re-committ^ to the same 
Committee, with instruction to report, during the present meeting, on the expe- 
diency of changing the organization of the General Convention of N. H., so as 
to make it partake more of the nature of a Conference. 

Rev. Messrs. PattenM)n and Burnliam were appointed a Committee, to take 
into consideration the resolution of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, relative to the observance of a day of fasting and prayer for the conver- 
sion of the world. 

The Committee, 'appointed to consider the report of the Committee on the 
subject of a Manual Labor Institution, made a report, which was accepted and 
adopted. (See Appendix No. 6.) 

The following resolution was submitted, and adopted, viz: 

In view of the great want of laborers in the gospel ministry. 

Resolved, That it bo recommended to the several Associations composing 
this body, that they unitedly take such measures, as they may deem expedient, 
to search out all the members of our Churches, of suitable age, talents and pros- 
pects of usefulness, and encourage them to turn their attention to the work of the 
Christian Ministry, and to obtain the requisite qualifications for that oflSce, as soon 
as practicable. 

The Committe which was appointed to take into consideration the 8ubje<}t 
of contributions to the Widow's Charity Fund, made a report, which was 
adopted, and is as follows: 

Whereas there is, within our connexion, at the present time, several widows 
of deceased Ministers, who, being in needy and dependent circumstances, receive 

*K copy of the. Calumet is sent to every Minister who engages to preach -on 
the subject; and as many copies to every Church, which contributes, as will 
amount to their contributiow, when desired. 
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an asnaal appropriation of aboat twenty doUara each, from the Widow'e Charitj 
Fund; and whereas the number of rach perMns ia likely to inereaae from 
year to year, and will, on accoant of their relation to ns as ministera, have a pe- 
culiar cluioi upon our sympathy and benevolent aid, therefore, 

Reaitlved, That it be hereby affectionately and earnestly recommended to 
all the Ministers in our connexion, to pay one dollar annnally to the Tnuteea of 
the Widow's Charity Fund ; which sum it is thought, will be snfficient, to meet 
the present wants of indigent widows, and to provide for those which are liable, 
in the course of Divine Providence, to arbe in future. 

The following resolution was submitted and adopted, viz: 

As there appears to be in the community an increasing diiregard to the holy 
Sabbath; gratitude to God for past spiritual blessings, as well as desira for their 
continuance, ought to arouse the friends of religion, and of their couitry, to 
make new and special efforts to redeem the day from profanation and contempt; 
therefore. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the Ministera, in our con- 
nexion throughout the State, to preach to their respective Congr^ation, on some 
Sabbath in November, on the importance of the universal sanctification of the 
Christian Sabbath; and that they recommend to the members of their Churches 
to spend some part of that day in special prayer to God, that the Lord^s day may 
be preserved from profanation, and our country saved from ruin. 

The Committee appointed to consider the resolution of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, relative to the observation of a day of fasting and 
prayer for the conversion of the world, submitted the following resolutions 
which were adopted, viz: 

1. Resolved, Tliat this General Association do feel rebuked for so long 
neglecting this great subject, and that we rejoice, that it is now about to be 
brought before the whole Christian Church. 

2. Resolved, That in accordance with our brethren of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S., and other ecclesiastical bodies in 
this land, we do most earnestly recommend to the Churches and people under 
onr care, the observance of the first Monday of January 1834, as a day of fasting 
and special prayer for the conversion of the world to God; and that such other 
religious services be intermingled with fasting and prayer on that day, as may be 
calculated to secure the great object had in view. 

The Association attended to the Pastoral Address, prepared by the Commit- 
tee previously appointed for that purpose. 

Voted, That the Address be Adopted, and published in the minutes of the 
Association. (See Appendix No. 6.) 

At 10 o'clock the Association resumed the narratives of the state of religion, 
which were furnished. 

Adjourned till half past 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met agreeably to adjournment. 

Voted, that the Minutes of the Association be sent by mail, to the Ministers 
and destitute Churches, connected with this body, as soon as published, and that 
the publishing Committee see that it is done. 

Rev. Messrs. Jonathan French and Josiah Webster were appointed a Com- 
mittee, to prepare the Pastoral Address for the next meeting. 

The Committee to whom was referred the nomination of the place and 
preacher for the next Anniversary of this body, made a report. Whereupon, 

Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association be held at Mere- 
dith Bridge, in the Meeting-house of Rev. John K. Young, and 

That the Caledonia Association appoint the preacher. 

Voted to adjourn to meet this evening at half past 7 o*cIock. 

Jfet accordin/^ to adjournment. 

Heard Rev. Henry G. Ludlow, of New York, in behalf of the Sabbath 
School enterprise. After which the following resolutions were passed, viz: 

1. Resolved, That this Association cordially approve of the resolotioiit 
adopted by the American Sabbath School Union at its late amuveflHurjr» to 



liib a Svnday School in etoiy neighbortiood in the Southern States, where it if 
pneticable, and to continne the effort for five years. 

2. Meiohed^ That an opportanity be now offered to all, who may be di»- 
poeed to |pve a pledge of whatever aid they may deem it proper for them to ren- 
der, towards the prosecution of this great and blessed effort. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

Thursday, Sept. 5. t 

Met agreeably to adjournment — and commenced business withmyer. ff % f^j 

Minutes of yesterday were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. Abraham Bnmham was chosen Treasurer of the Association; and 
Ray. Nathaniel Bouton, Auditor. 

The Committee, appointed to nomiuate delegates to foreign bodies, made 
a report, which was accepted and adopted. 

To the General Jhaembly qfthe Preabyterian Church. 

Rev. John Woods, Delegate, 
" Jacob Scales Substitute, 

To the General Association of MassachueetU, 



' \ Substitutes. 



Rev. Edward L. Parker, > n-7-.,^#^. 

•• Handel G. Nott 
*• David Perry, 

To the General ^sociaiion of Connecticut. 

Rev. Charles Walrer, \ n^i^^^,.. 

" Nathaniel Kingsbury, 5 ^«'«««««- 

". \7cI!::l''b.uo,„, ] ««'"•"""• 

To the General Convention of Vermont. 

Rev. Henry Wood, > n-/-.*-*-- 

" Joseph W. Clary, J -DWega/et. 

" Natr. Merrill, > o i *-•* * 
•• Calvin Cutler, 5 Substttutes. 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode island. 

Rev. John M. Putnam, ) rig^ugates 
•• Thomas Savage, 5 -*^«'««^«'««- 

" Ebenezer Coleman, ) c-.fc.«#.*#^. 
•• Jubilee Wellman, \SubsHtutes. 

To the General Conference cf Maine. 

Rev. George Punchard, > 2).,^^^*^, 
Seth Farnsworth, 5 ^«««««»- 
Isaac Willey, ) c. i. *-•* * 



«< 
• « 
(C 



On the subject of using tobacco, the following resolution was nnanimonsly 
~ by the Association, and concurred in, by almost the whole of thelaige as- 
sembly present, viz: 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this body, the use of tobacco, by smok- 
ing, chewing or snuffing, is not only injurious, but an invasion of the rights of 
ethers. 

On the subject of Moral Reform the following resolution was adopted, vis: 

Resolved, That this Association discern in the awakened interest on the 

subject of Moral Reform, manifested in some places, a promise of great good to 

the souls of men; and that it be earnestly recommended to all pastors and choreb- 

is m ewr eoanetion, to exert a careful and judicious inflaence, by preaching and 




the circolatioo of facts, and other proper efforts, to stay the eontemidattd moral 
plagne amonff the people. 

Voted, that the rules of the Aasdciation be published in the Minutes, with 
the omission of the 15th rule. (See Appendix No. 10.) 

Voted, that the publishing Committee get printed a number of schedules for 
statistical returns. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to collect information on the 
subject of a Manual Labor Institution, suggest a plan, and report to the General 
at its next meeting, or to the General Association at its meeting next 
autumn, as may be most convenient. 

Rev. Messrs. Isaac Willey and Jacob Cummings were appointed the aboTO 
Committee. 

The Committee to whom was referred the incj^uiry into the reason of the 
present suspension of divine influence, and the special duty of the churches im- 
der this wonderful withdrawment of the Lord's life-giving presence, made a re- 
port, which was accepted and adopted. (See Appendix No. 7.) 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of a change in the Gener- 
al Convention, so as to make it partake more of the nature of a Conference, r^ 
ported progress and asked leave to sit again. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of contributions to the 
Widow's Charity Fund, made a report, which was accepted, and the foUoiwing 
resolution adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the annnal collections, at the meetings of the general Aao- 
ciation and General Convention, be dispensed with, as soon as the board of Trus- 
tees will permit; and that the individual members of the several Associations re- 
gard it their duty to pay the sum of one dollar annually to the Widow's Charity 
Fund, and to forward the same, with the annnal tax of their reflective Asaocia^ 
tions. 

The Association suspended business to unite in the Celebration of the Anni- 
versary of the New Hampshire Missionary Society. 

A<youmed to meet immediately aiVer the close of the public exercises of the 
aAemoon. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom was referred the communication firom the Congre- 
gational Union of England and Wales reported the following vote which was pas- 
sed, viz: 

Voted, that we do hereby cordially express to our brethren of the *' Congre- 
gational Union of England and Wales,'* our fraternal regards; and also our sin- 
cere wishes, and our fervent prayers for continued success in the objects of thur 
Union; that we highly approve of the '* declaration of their principles, (See Ap- 
pendix No. 9) as being accordant with those which we profess in our genend 
standards, and in our particular confessions; and that the Secretary of this Asso- 
ciation be requested to answer the friendly communication which we have receiv- 
ed from our brethren; assure them of the satisfaction with which we anticipate 
meeting them, at someTuture time, in a mere extended Association; and request a 
continuance of fraternal correspondence. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to mature a plan, for endearing 
and rendering more interesting the reports of the state of relicion, made to this 
body; and submit the same to the General Convention of N. H. at its next annu- 
al meethig. 

Rev. Messrs. Z. S. Barstow, Ebenezer Coleman, and John Sabin were ap- 
pointed a Committee to take into consideration the above resolution. 

Voted, that the thanks of this General Association be presented to the Rmt. 
Mr. Barstow, and to the people of Keene for their kindness and hospitality; and 
to the Choir of Singers for their very acceptable performances. 

Voted, that tins Association adjourn iine did when its deliberationt 
closed with prayer. 

JOHN H. CHURCH, Moderator. 
David Pxkrt, Scribe. 
Nathanisl Mkrrill, Assist. Scribe. 
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APPEiVDIX. 

No. 1. 
Report on tlu stale of the Churches, 

The Committee appointed to draw up a narrative of the ftate of religion 
within our bounds, present the following report : 

From the mount of privilege on which we are permitted to stand, we haw 
mrveyed the condition of the churches in our connexion throughout the State, 
and we have heard also of the welfare of sister churches represented in this body. 

We owe it as an expression of gratitude to the great Head of the church, to 
WBjy that the year past has been distinguished as a year of union, peace and love 
in our churches. Our congregations on the Sabbath have been as large or larger 
than usual; the essential doctrines of the gospel, which we profess, faithfully ad« 
hered to; the spirit of benevolence greatly enlarged; our Sabbath Schools and 
Bible Classes have flourished; the monthly concert of prayer, for the conversion 
of the worid, attended as in former years; and the cause of temperance has de- 
cidedly advanced, and become more fully identified than ever, with the spiritual 
interests of our Zion. 

It is with peculiar pleasure we learn, that those who were added to our 
churches two years ago, as the fruits of the glorious revivals then enjoyed, con- 
tinue steadfast in the faith and order of the gospel. Herein is manifested the re- 
ality of those conversions, which were in many cases sudden, and which, it was 
predicted by some, ytovAd be only as the morning cloud and the early dew. It is 
an illustrious proof of the genuineness of the revivals of religion, which blessed 
our churches, that the thousands who were added, as the fruits of them, to the 
Lord, are now generally walking in all the ordinances, blameless. Among them 
are found some of our most active and devoted members, who, as their christian 
gifts and graces become more mature, give promise of great usefulness. 

AKhough in most of the reports, which have been presented, there has been 
a complaint of religious declension the post year; yet it has been one of much 
mercy, in regard to conversions and additions to our churches. The whole num- 
ber added by profession is 814, being considerably more than were annually ad- 
ded before the seasons of refreshing in 1S31 and 1882. The chorches to which 
the largest accessions have been made, are Chichester, Francistown, Hinsdale, 
Jaflfrey, Lyme, Nashua, Pembroke and Pittsfield. 

The additions to the Church in Hinsdale, are the fruits of a revival, which 
commenced in Nov. last, and which ** appeared to result from the divine blessing 
on a course of pastoral and lay visitation from house to house. Scarcely had 
these visits been commenced, when there were found those who were anxious 
about their salvation.** ** The work went forward favorably till Febraary, when 
a protracted meeting was held. At this meeting the halting were brought to a 
decision; some of the careless and opposed were awakened and hopefully con- 
Terted. The church has arisen from 15 to 50; from three male members to fif- 
teen; and eleven family altars have been erected. The church in Pittsfield also 
owes the accession of 32 to her number, to the special influences of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The churches in Hopkinton Association, have adopted a course of mutual 
visitation^ which promises much in promotmg the prosperity of the churches in 
that body. The plan is simply this: By invitation, two sister churches send a del- 
egation of five members each to another church, to visit all her membera, on a 
certain day, for the purpose of mutual religious improvement: so far as is practi- 
Mble, meotingi are held by these lay brethren in the evening in the seTernl diK 
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triets in the town. On the following day a general meeting is held, at which the 
Pastor-) of those chare hes prench, aiming ef^pecially to confirm charches in the 
faith; ti) i^tir up their minds to the duty of constancy and zeal; and thus prepare 
them for a continued revival of religion. The effect thus far has been signally 
happy, and we recommend the plan for the adoption of the churches in our con- 
nexion. 

From corresponding bodies, we receive gratifying intelligence. To the 
churches embraced within the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
there were added the last year, 23,546. 

The General Conference of Maine, the General Convention of Vermont, the 
General Association of Connecticut, and the Evangelical Consociation of Con- 
necticut, and the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, assure ns by their 
delegates of considerable additions of their churches; particularly of growing zeal 
and activity in reg trd to all the great objects of christian benevolence, and of a 
■toady advance in the principles of temperance. 

Amid the partial suspension of Divine influence upon our churches and congre- 
gations, which we have so much cause humbly to deplore, it is matter of encoar- 
agement, that there is felt, in respect to it, a holy senaitivenass; that an enqnirj 
is every where made into the cau<«e; that christians are led to deep, heart-eearcb- 
ing humiliation, and fervent prayer; and that there is manifest an earnest desire 
for the return of those seasons of special mercy, which once so rejoiced our hearts. 
Let ns, dear brethren, in returning from this place of our holy solemnities, engage 
in christian duty, with strong faith, and more entire dependence (On God than 
ever; let us as ministers and private christians, especially strive after an increase 
of personal holiness, and then the Lord will use us as instruments in the conver- 
«on of sinners, and in the moral renovation of the world. 



No. II. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 

JJu General ^sodation ofJ^T. H. in account fciih Jl. Bumhamj Treaa- 

vrerfor tlie year 1832. 



Dr. 
To paid Rev. I. W. Putnam, May 

1832, for going to Gen. Assem. $20,00 
To paid Rev. N. Bouton for do. 

20,00 

28,00 

8,58 



in May ISS3. 
To paid printers bill for 1S32, 
To paid Dr. Church for postage, 



Amount of expenditure, 
•• " Receipts, 

Balance, 

Balance of last year. 

Balance due the Treasurer, 



$71,58 
71.58 
67,39 



4,20 
7,83 



« . Cr. 

Receivedof Haverhill Association 

^.^ "• $4,76 

Pwcataqua, i8,76 

Deerfield, ^50 

Hopkinton, 6,50 

Union, 14,26 

Monadnock, 6^63 

Caledonia, 1 qq 

Orange, 4)00 

Holiis, 5 25 

Sullivan, 4*25 

Tamworth, ajso 



12,081 



67,38 



Having ezammed the above, I hereby cerUfy that I find it well vouched and 
correctly cast N. BOUTON, Auditor. 

Ketne, Sept 8, 1838. ' -uawor. 



v^ .,.«pi.''«BI?^V *r:^^=^^w•r ^Wir ,*t^ 
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No. III. 

Mslracl cf the report of the Secretary of the fftr/ow'5 Charily Fund, 

To the General AssociatioD of New Hampsbire. The Trustees of the Wid- 
ow*! Charity Fond, report: 

That their Committee appropriated for use in 1832 — ^ 

To Mrs. Mary Kidder, $20,00 

To Mrs. Patty Walker, 20,00 

To Mrs. Mary FJint, 20,00 

To Mrs. Hannah Thayer, 20,00 

To Mrs. Betsey Hall, 20,00 

To Mrs. Mary Piilsbury, 20,00 

Total. $120,00 

At the annual meeting in June, 18SS, 

Voted to pay Rev. Isaac Willey twenty dollars, in consideration of his hav- 
ing paid that sum to widow Patty Walker, for twenty dollars lo8t by being com- 
mitted to the care of a stage driver. 

Chose Rev. N. Bonton, President, Rev. A. Bumltam, Secretary, S. Am- 
brose, Esq. Treasurer. Uev. N. Boutoo and S. Fletcher, Fsq. Auditors. Rev. 
N. Ronton, Rev. A. Burnham, and S. .Ambrose, Esq. Prudential Committee. ■ 
AlVer hearing and accepting the Treasurer's report, 

Voted, that the Treasurer be instructed and authorized to invest the money 
DOW in the Treasury, in such manner as he shall think most productive, and at 
the same time safe; and that if no other opportunity present itself for a more far 
Torable investment of it the current year, then he be authorized tu deposit the 
■ame in the Concord Bank at four per cent interest, agreeably to an oner made 
by the Directors of that Bank. ^ 

Voted, that the Committee make the following appropriations from JuAe 6, 
1833, viz: 

To Mrs. Mary Kidder, $20,00 

To Mrs. Patty Walker, . 20,00 

To Mrs. Mary Flint, 20,00 

To Mrs. Hannah Thayer, 20,00 

To Mrs. Betsey Hull, 20,00 

To Mrs. Mary Piilsbury, 20,00 

Total. 120,00 

In behalf of the Trustees, A. BURNHAM, Secretary^ 



No. IV. 

Report of the Committee appointed by the General Convention in June, 

The Committee appointed by the Convention of Congregational and Pres- 
byterian ministers, held at Concord, June 5, 1833; 'Vto inquire into the expedi- 
ency of attempting the eatablishment of a Manual Laoor School, near the centre 
of the State, with the view of multiplying the facilities for the education of pious 
young men for the gospel ministry ; and to make a report at the meeting of the 
General Association, on the subject generally, of bringing forward a larger supply 
of ministers* */-Tespectfully submit the following report: 

That notwithstanding the extraordinary efiorts which have been made, with- 
in a few years to increase the number of evangelical ministers, — there is still an 
alarming deBciency in this State, in our country, and throughout the world. Nor 
is it possible to supply this deficiency, unless new and more efficacious means be 
•mployed. We learn, with deep regret, that our own vacant cborcbeB, and our 
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feeble and destitute congregations in most cases seek in vain for ministen. Tbevgh 
seasonable applications were made the last year to the Theological Seminary at 
Andover, for iicentiutes to labor in New Hampshire, bat a single indiTidaal was 
obtained, and he only, for a few montlin. The present year, our application is 
entirely fruitless. Long before the graduating class complete their course, they 
are pledged to some agency, to go to the great valley of the West, or on foreign 
missions. Thus our hopes are greatly disappointed.^Our vacant and destitute 
churches are increasing; the relative number of Congregational ministers in the 
State is growing less. In 1767 when the population of the State was 52,700, 
the proportion of our i):iaisters was, one to every 764 souls. In 1800 — the pro- 
portion was one to 1718, but, at the present time, it is but one to 2061 seals. 
The ministers of other denominations, have indeed increased — so that reckoning 
all //ho ere called preachers, amounting to about 350^ the proportion is bat one to 
780 inhabitants — less than that of our ministers to the whole population in 1767.^ 
Bat even on supposition, that all these preachers are suitably qualified; that they 
preach the pure doctrines of the Gospel, and exert a salutary influence on tbie 
social, moral and religious interests of the State; yet the voice of God, in his 
Providence and word, distinctly calls on us, to multiply efibrts to increase the 
number of our ministers. Our vacant and feeble churches must be supplied. Ex- 
tensive districts — in Strafford, Grafton and Coos counties, need stated laborers: 
and moreover our country, and the heathen world are, by the necessities of their 
condition, calling for more preachers of the word. 

In answer to the question, '* what shall we do to meet this great demand ?" 
your committee would earnestly recommend: 

1. That fervent and united prayer be offered bv all the ministers and churches 
in our connexion, to the '*LfOrd of the Harvest that he will send forth laborers'into 
his harvest.'* Let this petition, involving as it does, the welfare of existing 
churches, the building up of our waste places, the salvation of souls, and the con- 
version of the world to Christ, be presented daily in every cloitet, at every family 
altar, in every social meeting, and, on every sabbath, in the house of God. 

* 2. That christian parents — dedicate their sons to God, and train them np 
with the hope and aim, that if the Lord will, they may be employed as messen- 

Crs of grace to ii^ilty men. Let pious mothers remember their responsibilities. 
It them think of Samuel and Timothy^-of Doddridge and Cecil, of Davies 
and Payson, of Parson and Mills — and in imitation of the mothers of these emin- 
ently godly men, devote their infant sons to God, to be qualified by his grace to 
preach the gospel. 

3. That Ministers, in their public instructions clearly point out the qualifica- 
tions requisite for the ministry ; show the nature of a call to it, and urge upon 
pions young men, of suitable talents, the importance of engaging in this work. 

4. That, as, in the revivals of religion, which have enlarge»d our churches a 
considerable number of educated men, engaged in secular professions, have be- 
come subjects of renewing grace; their attention should be particularly called to 
the subject of the christian ministry: Can they not do more good in this than in 
any other employment ? Are they not solemnly bound, to devote to Christ, all 
their talents and influence, in the way which will most bless the world ? With 
leas study than is requisite in most cases, they might engage in this work, and 
their^ knowledge, acquired by experience, of men and things, would, with the 
blessing of God, render them pre-eminently useful. 

5 On the subject of a Manual Labor Institution, to be located near the cen- 
ter of the State, your Committee have made such inquiry and gathered such facta 
as they were able — and would state as their opinion: 

That such an Institution would no doubt be highly beneficial in many re- 
spects. It would lesson the expense to pious, indigent young men in preparing 
for the ministry; tend to preserve their health and invigorate their constitution; 
form them te habits of industry and useful labor; — in short, it would enable them 
to work their way into that more spacious and difficult field, where they^most 
toil and wear out their life in the service of Christ. 

But such an Institiition, yoar committee are aware, cannot go into operMioo, 
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and be continaed withoat great and constant expense. /The purchase of lands; 
erection of boildings, famishing materials, tools, and nipport of teachers, woold, 
at the outset, amount to many thousand dollars, — and, withont permanent funds, 
would never support itself; — ^thut is, the labor of the students would not, at most, 
more than pay for their board, leaving the repairing, purchase of malerials and 
Implemepts, and the support of teachers, to the charity of the public. ^ 

While, therefore your committee are doubtful as to the expedifticy of at- 
tempting to e:itablish such an Institution, they do, with much confidence recom- 
mend that a system of manual labor, be connected with some one or more of the 
Academies already established and well endowed. For example, let such a sys- 
tem be connected with Pembroke, which is near the centre of the State — the 
fonds of the Academy are already nearly sufficient for the support of a teacher — 
land is owned by the Trustees for a productive garden — and with comparatively 
small expense, a shop might be erected and furnished with tools for some branch- 
es of mechanism. Concord, Portsmouth, Lowell and Boston would furnish a ready 
market for the articles manufactured. Here, young men might prepare for Col- 
lege with much less expense than they can do at present. The same advantages 
would result from the system were it connected with other Academies, as that 
at Plainfield and New Ipswich and Pemberton Academy in Derry, except that, 
perhaps, the market would not be so convenient and good. 

Your Committee would further suggest the expediency and practicability, of 
connecting a manual labor Institution with Dartmouth College. — We are confident, 
that the interests of that College would thereby be promoted; the number of stu- 
dents would be increased; the talent of the hardy sons of New Hampshire, would 
then be more folly developed; and she would retain for years to come, what now 
•he claims as a peculiar honor, that sho sends out more wof king^men, as teach- 
ers, and missionaries,— tlian any other (College in our country. Were such a sys- 
tem connected with this College — the pious young men, that have labored their 
way through the Academy, might almost independently, complete their collegi- 
ate course, and then the facilities fumL?hed at Andover, would place them ** with 
a sound mind in a sound body," (in the open field of the world) unburdened, 
with debt, to exert their energies in the noble, and more arduous work, of convert- 
ing the world. We cannot forbear also to express the hope, that an able profes- 
sor of Theology may soon be established at Dartmouth College, under whose 
instruction, (together with other advantages which belong to that Institution) 
men can study and prepare for the ministry, who, on account of age or other cir- 
cumstances, may not deem it advisable to go through a full course at a Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 

. Finally, your Committee beg leave most earnestly to recommend, that, whe- 
ther the manual labor system, above suggested, be carried into effect or not — 
ministers, the members of our churches, and all who desire the prosperity of our 
country and the happiness of this fallen world, unite in patronizing by their con- 
tributions, and sustaining by their prayers and efforts, the American Education 
Society. It has done more within the 17 years of its existence to furnish minis- 
ters and missionaries, tlian all other means, which have been employed: Its bene- 
ficiaries are now laboring with success, in every State of the Union, and in many 
parts of the heathen world; and yearly through its influence, hundreds of men, 
renovated by the Spirit of God, are introduced to the church on earth, and quali- 
fied for the church in Heaven. JOHN H. CHURCH, 

A. BURNHAM, 
ICeene, Stpt 3, 1833. N. BOUTON. 



No. V. 

The following is the report of the Committee ^ appointed to consider the 

preceding report. 

The Committee appointed to consider the report of a Committee on a Man- 
ual Ijohor Institotion, near the eentre of the State, beg leave to report. 
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X That ia Uieir jadgmeut tb« lettiiig up of fuch an ImtitatMn in N. H., bj 
the Genoral Association, or CoDvention is entirely impracticable; theie bodies 
being destitute of the reqaisite means for such an enterprise, and without any ad- 
vantage for the acquisition of such moans. 

'1 hat the principle of manual labor, in connexion with existing Literary 
lnstitutitinf(, agreeably to the suggestion of that committee, is probably the only 
one which%dmits of auy application, at present, in New Hau.pshire. ^7 

That the whole subject of .Manual Labor Institutions, is one of too great 
importance, and involving questions of too great difiicalty, to be satisfactorily 
considered amidst the engagements of this meeting; that it belongs most appro- 
priately to the Trustees and other managers of those literary Institutions which 
may be able to sustain the expenses of such establishments; and that in the jadg- 
ment of this committee, a resolution of the Association proposing the subject to 
the particular con.siderution and action of these respective Boards of Tmstees and 
Managers, is justi6able and expedient. 

That in view of the deplorable scarcity of Evangelical ministers in N. H. the 
General Association siiould most heartily co-operate in any measures adopted 
by our literary Institutions to advance the cause of sacred learning, and a more 
frequent preparation for the gospel ministry: and in particular that they should 
appreciate the great importance of filling the Professorship of Divinity in Dart- 
mouth College, as suggested in the report of the committee; and of encouraging 
the friends' of religion and learning in N. II., and elsewhere, to raise the requi- 
site funds for that purpose, and to sustain and promote the general interests of 
that College, with whose prosperity, the welfare of the churches is so intimately 
connected. N. LORD, for the Committee. 



No. VI. 
PASTORAL LETTER, 



Qf the General AssocitUion of J^ew Hampshire to the Churcke$ under 

tluir care. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, 

Through the tender mercy of our Covenant God, we have again 
beon peraiitted to assemble together, and reciprocate intelligence respecting the 
state of religion generally, in our country, and more particularly in New Hamp- 
shire, to deliberate on measures for advancing the prosperity of our blessed re- 
deemer's kingdom, and **withone accord in one place," to unite in prayer for the 
blessing of God on the means of Salvation, with which we are so abundantly fa- 
vored. 

From the narrative of the state of religion, presented at the present meeting, 
you will perceive that the ** Kingdom of God" is not now among us, as it has 
been in times past; that his spiiit is in a great measure withdrawn; aad that with 
some things, that furnish occasion for gratitude, there is much in our churches to 
deplore. An important question arises; by what means sliall Israel arise? What 
shall bring back to the churches the kingdom of God ? Would we enjoy a rich 
abundance of these precious blessings, there must be a close adherence to the 
truths of Revelation, and a corresponding life and practice. In obedience there- 
fore to the dictates of ministerial love and faithfulness, we affectionately call your 
attention to the subjects of gospel doctrine and duty. And first of all, we exhort 
you ** earnestly*' to ** contend for the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints.** The glorious truths, here indicated are clearly and fully unfolded in 
'*the sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light, that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the day star arise in 
your hearts.** Dearly beloved, we earnestly urge you to '* hold &st that form 
of sound words,** which ascribes salvation to God only, ** who was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto himself*' And while you daily endeavor to become 
more and more acquainted with the troths of tlio gospel, remember that these 
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prodooB troths will profit joa oothing, unless you feel their iuflaence in subduing 
the pride of your heart; in clothing you with humility, and in making Christ cru- 
cified, risen and reigning unspeakably precious to your souls. Labor for a con- 
stant increase of that evangelical experience, which includes, with the other gra- 
ces of the Spirit, a right apprehension of the supreme excellence of God; that 
strong love for his character and government, which many waters cannot quench; 
and a transporting view of his glory, as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ ; to- 
gether with a deep and holy conviction of your entire dependence on his grace 
for the remission of your sins, and for preparation for a blessed immortality. 
Keep habitually in mind, that the only religion, that can fit men for 8er\'ing God 
acceptably in this world, or qualify them for heaven, is that, which leads to a 
coiirae of holy and unreserved obedience to his Law. A strict and filial obser- 
yance of these principles and duties, is indispensable on your part, if you would 
" adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, by a well ordered life and conversa- 
tion. Believe these truths. Exemplify them in your deportment, and you will 
go from ** strength to strength*' in love and holiness. You will present to ** the 
children of this world" unanswerable proof of the soundness and efficacy of your 
faith; while the most conclusive arguments for the reality of experimental religion, 
will fall dead from the lips of those, who ** bold the truth in unrighteousness.'* 
While you endeavor therefore, to support the doctrines of grace by scriptural rea- 
sons let your holy and unblameable example confirm and illustrate the truths of 
God's word. Thus will you ** let your light so shine before men, that others 
seeing your good works, will glorify your Father, who is in heaven." In order 
to maintain a humble walk with Gud, think habitually and humbly oi your de- 
pendence on the Holy Spirit to ** work in you both the will and to do of his 
good pleasure." With a heartfelt sense of your need of his gracious influence, 
reflect seriously on the -only condition, on which you aro authorized to hope for 
it. ** Ask," says the Redeemer, ** and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you." How easy, how gracious the terms, 
on which we are here encouraged to expect the greatest blessing, ever bestowed 
upon a subject of God's moral government. Pray then, dear brethren, with all 
prayer, and without ceasing for the giA of the Holy Spirit, that through his en- 
tightening and sanctifying influence, you may become daily more confirmed in 
the image of Christ. We have dwelt on the importance of personal holiness, be- 
cane we " believe and are persuaded" that this and this only is the mainspring 
of all filial and acceptable obedience to God. 

We exhort you to cultivate love unfeigned to your brethren in Christ. The 
disciple who leaned on Jesus' bosom, has identified love to the brethren with love 
to God. ** Every one, that loveth him, that begat, lovetb him also that is begot- 
ten of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and keep his commandments." 

Manifest thu sincerity of your love to the brethren, by your faithfulness in 
admonishing them of their faults, when occasion requires you so to do, as well 
as by your modest, affectionate approbation of ** whatever things" in their con- 
duct *' are lovely and of good report." Avoid the practice, unhappily prevalent 
in some churches, of suffering known offences of delinquent members to pass un- 
censnred. This kind of forbearance is not dictated by that charity, which ar- 
dently seeks the sanctification of brethren. Silence, in cases of this nature, be- 
trays a morbid fear of offending man, and a criminal indifference to the glory of 
God and to the prosperity of the church, *^ which he purchased with his blood." 

Be solicitous, dearly beloved, not only for the sanctification of christians, bnt 
for the conversion of sinners. Let it be your heart's desire and prayer to God 
that the latter may every where Come to the knowledge of the truth and be saved. 
Let your heart and conduct be suitably affected by the peculiar signs of the 
times." You behold the angel, seen in prophetic vision, by the apostle John, 
"flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach onto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred and tongne and 
people." Ye professed children of the Bridegroom, speed the angels flight by 
tiM ardor, constancy and faithfiilnen, by faith in the Son of God," and by liber- 
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ftl coQtributioiu from your worldly sabttanee to arrest tbo deooUtWiM of opiritVAl 
death. Finally " brethren, pray for us." Remembering that **wo watch (or 
yoor souls as thoy that most give an accoant; beseech the God of all grace to en> 
able us so to preach, and pray and live, that through our humble instrumentali- 
ty, bis wotd may have free course, and be glorified. 

** Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep; through the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, make you perfect in every good work, to do his will, working in yon that, 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forev- 
er and ever. Amen.** 



No. VII. 

Report of the Committee on the present suspension of Divine Influence, 

The Committee to whom was referred the inquiry into the reason of the 
present suspension of divine influence, and the special duty of the churches under 
this mournful withdrawment of the Lord's life giving presence, report: 

The reason is in oufBelves. We forsake the Lord, and he takes from us his 
Spirit. 

This is the general reason, but it embraces particulars. 

One is the neglect of secret devotion. The Lord's gracious presence is with 
praying seals. 

Another is a spirit of self-sudiciency. The poor in spirit are rich in grace ; 
but the self-satficient are left to their own emptiness. 

Another is a fond reliance on means and extra efibrts,*to the neglect of the 
Spirit of God. The exceeding greatness of God's power towards them that be- 
lieve is depreciated, and human power is exalted. 

Another is the want of a deep, habiUal conviction that our crime is of our- 
selves and our selfishness of heart and life totally inexcusable, and that we are 
saved by grace, through faith as the special gifl of God. 

Another is the want of that tenderness of conscience, which makes us as re- 
ally afraid of small sins as of great ones; and as careful to avoid sins of omission, 
•■ sins of commission. 

Another is the secret and overpowering influence of the world. This pro- 
yents our cheerful contributions of our silver and gold to the Lord to build his 
spiritual temple and save souls from death. 

If such things are found prevailing in us and in our churches, how can we 
walk with God, and in his truth, and have showers of heavenly blessings descend- 
ing upon us; and on our congregations ? 

Now the special duty devolving upon our churches, is to senrch out and put 
away all such evils. Ever)- member of a church will find more or less of this 
work to do. Every pastor should look first to his own heart, and see that it is 
right with God. No one should wait for another, or for Any portion of the church 
to awake; but awake himself; be watchful and strengthen the things that remain. 
Then God's reviving grace will be felt; its influence will go from heart to heart, 
and the church will arise and shine, and new converts be multiplied. 

The committee could easily specify other things to be done, but let such as 
have now been suggested, be faithfully performed, and the Lord will return in 
great mercy, for his name's sake; cause bis face to shine, and give us the joy of 
walking again in the light of his countenance, and seeing the good of his chosen. 

Let then all our beloved brethren in the ministry, and our churches humble 
themseltes under the mighty hand of God, that by fasting and prayer; by renew- 
ed and deep repentance, and more devotedness to Christ and his cause, his pres- 
ence and blessing may abundantly attend us all. 

JOHN H. CHURCH, for the CommitUe. 
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No. VIII. 

Letter from the Congregational Union of England and fValei, 

Congregational Libraiy, ) 
London, 22d Oct. 1838. 5 



Rbt. and Dbar Sir; 

In addition to the Circalar appended to the report of the Congregational 
Union lately formed, (which, as yon will perceive, is intended primarily for oar 
Association at home) we beg to say, that the Committee of the Union will feel 
the highest gratification in receiving from you communications, similar to the 
letter of onr valued friend, the Rev. Dr. Snell, as copied into our minutes. 

Encouraged by your example and that of our forefathers, we anticipate much 
good from our Union. We trust that it will advance the truth, and diminish er- 
ror; that it will promote holy dicipline, concentrate the energies of the churches, 
and form a strong link in the golden chain of christian charity, which shall, ere 
long, bind together ** all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.'* 

Some of our brethren whom we much respect, seem to be jealous of our in- 
tended Union, conceiving that a County or District Association is the utmost 
limit, to which the principles of Union should be carried; but the number of such 
bears only a small proportion to those who cordially agree in our plan of com- 
bining all the existing unions into one body: And we entertain a hope, that near- 
ly all our brethren who, at present, suspend their adhesion, will ultimately join 
ns, when they pturceive the beneficial operation of the measure. 

We are happy to say, that the form of the *' declaration of our principles,'* 
■o far as we have had opportunity of hearing is well received by our body, and 
that several ministers and churches have expressed their intention of reprinting it 
in considerable numbers. 

Our best services are at your command, in every thing relative to the inter- 
ests of true religion, wherein your Body may be concerned; and we indulge the 
pleasing hope, that, ere long, we may enjoy the peculiar satisfaction of meetinc 
Delef^atea mutually deputed from our resp^stive bodies to attend our annnu 
meetings. Our Presbyterian brethren of the United States have intimated their 
wish to exchange such intercourse with onr Body, and we have most cheerfully 
responded to their suggestion. 

We hear with delight of the progress of the truth among you, and of those* 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, with which you are favored. 
May similar blessings be afforded to the churches in this land ; May our holy fel- 
lowship be established throughout the world ; and may every knee be bowed in 
homage and adoration to onr Divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In conclusibn, we request, that you will be so kind as to present this official 
letter, with the report of our general meeting, to the next general meeting of your 
Body, with our most respectful and affectionate wishes, and our fervent prayen 
for their prosperity and peace. 
We are. Rev. and dear Sir, your friends and fellow servants 
in the Gospel of Christ, 

(for the Committee.) 

ARTHUR TIDMAN, > 
JOSEPH TURNBULL, S Secretaries. 
JOSHUA WILSON, > 
To the Rev. John H. Church, D. D., Secretary of the 

General Assocition of New Hampshire. 



No. IX. 

By previous appointment, eighty-two ministers and twenty^Hx lay gentle- 
meR assembled at the Congregational Libmry, in London, May 18t2, whm wm 

3 
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formed the <* Congregational Union of England and Walee,*' from which Bodj 
the proceeding letter wa« received. Daring the sittings of this Body, written or 
Torbal commnnications were made to them by official organs, from similar Un- 
ions in Scotland and Ireland; in connexion with which, resolntions were passed, 
expressive of their sympathy and fraternal regard, and soliciting friendly corres- 
pondence. 

**The Congregational Union of England and Wales" have set forth the 

following 

DECLARATION. 

The Congregational P(bdobapti8T8 of England and Wales, bold the 
following doctrines, as of divine anthority, and as the foundation of chnstian faith 
and practice: 

They also form and govern their churches according to the principles herein- 
after stated. 

PRELIMINARY NOTK9. 

1. It is not designed, in the following snmmaiT, to do more than state the 
loading doctrines of faith and order maintained by ^tne denomination of christians 
in question. 

2« It is not proposed to offer any proofs , reasons or arguments in support 
of the doctrines herein stated, but simply to declare what the denomination at 
laige believes to be taught by the pen of inspiration. 

8. It is not intended to present a scholastic, or critical confession of faith, 
but merely such a statement as any intelligent member of the Body might offer, 
as containing the leading principles of the denomination. 

4. It is not intended that the following statement should be put forth with 
any authority, or as the result of a general and critical discussion of the doctrines 
pM>fessed. 

6. It is not to be understood that the particular wording of the following 
statement has been approved by the whole l3ody, but that it is merely the lan- 
cnage of an individual, and approved in the main by those who submit it, as a 
Declaration of what is believed and practised throughout the Congregational de- 
nomination. 

6. Disallowing, as they do, the utility of Creeds and Articles of religion as a 
bond of union, and protesting against subscription to any human formularies, as a 
time of communion, they are yet willing to declare, for general information, 
what all believe in common; reserving, to every one, a right of explanation, and 
the most perfect liberty of conscience. 

7. Tbey deprecate the use of the following statement as a standard to which 
assent should be required, though they have no doubt as to. the general preva- 
leace of these principles throughout their churches. 

8. Upon some minor points of doctrine and practice, they charitably difi*er 
among themselves, allowing to each other wliat each claims from the whole, — the 
right to form an unbiased judgment of the word of God; but yet, agreeing most 
cordially and generally in maintaining the great doctrines herein declared. 

9. They wish it to bo observed, that notwithstandmg their jealousy of sub- 
scription to Creeds and Articles, and their general disapproval of the imposition of 
any human standard, they are far more agreed in tbeir doctrines and practices, 
than any church which enjoins subscription, and enforces a human standard of or- 
thodoxy; and they believe it may be confidently affirmed, that there is no minis- 
ter and no church among them, that would deny the matter of any one of the 
following doctrines of religion ; each might prefer to state his sentiments in his 
own way, and in his own words, but the statement of each, if taken separately, 
would be found in substance, to coutam the following fundamentul truths: 

PRINCIPLES OF RELIGION. 

I. The Scriptures of the Old Testament, as received by the Jews, and the 
books of the Now Testament, as received b^ the primitive christians from the 
Erangelists and Apostles, they believe to be directly inspired, and of supreme an- 
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thority. These writings, in Uie languages in which they were originally compos- 
ed, are to be consulted, by the aids of soand oriticism, as a final appeal in all con- 
troveraies; but the ordinary version of them into the Engli^ih language, published 
under civil anthority, they consider to be adequate for the ordinary purposes of 
christian instruction and edification. 

II. They believe in one God, essentially holy, just and good; infinite, eter- 
nal, and immutable, in all natural and moral perfections; the Creator, Supporter, 
and Governor of all beings, and of all things. 

III. They believe that God has revealed himself to man in the Scriptures un- 
der the three-fold distinction of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to each of which 
Divine Persons are attributed the same infinite and immutable properties, perfec- 
tioBB and prerogatives. The mode of the Divine existence, as a trinity in uni- 
ty, they profess not to understand; the fact they cordially believe; but the mye- 
tery of the Godhead they are content, in this life, to reverence and adore. 

IV. They believe that Jehovah created man in his own image, pure from 
evil bias, sinless, and in his kind perfect. 

y. They believe that the first man disobeyed the divine command, fell from 
his state of iimocence and involved himself and all his posterity in a state of guilt 
and depravity. 

VI. Thisy believe that all mankind are bom in sin, and that a fatal inclina^ 
tion to moral evil, utterly incurable by finite means, is inherent in every human 
being. 

VII. They believe that God designed before the foundation of the world to 
redeem fallen man, and that he made very early disclosures of his mercy towards 
this sinful race, which were the grounds of faith and hope to many among the 
antedeluvian world. 

AIII. They believe that God revealed more fully to Abraham the covenant of 
his grace;, and, having promised that out of his descendants should arise the De- 
liverer and Redeemer of mankind, he set him and hiti posterity apart, as a race 
specially favored of God and devoted to his service; and that, hence, a church 
was formed and carefully preserved in the world, under the Divine sanction and 
government, until the birth of the promised Messiah. 

IX. They believe that, in the fulness of time, the Son of God was manifest- 
ed in the flesh, being born of the virgin Mary, but conceived by the power of the 
Holy Ghost; and that our Lord Jesus Christ was both the son of man, as partak- 
ing fully and truly of sinless human nature, and the Son of God, as being in every 
sense equal with the Father, and '* the express image of his person." 

X. They believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, revealed, either person- 
ally, in his own ministry, or by the Holy Spirit, in the ministry of his Apostles, 
the whole mind of God for our salvatien; and that by his obedience to the di- 
vine law while he lived, and by his sufferings unto death, be meritoriously ** ob- 
tamed eternal redemption for us;'* having thereby satisfied divine justice, <* mag- 
nified the law," and ** brought in everlasting righteousness.'* 

XL They believe that ai\er his death and resurrection, he ascended up into 
heaven as a mediator for us, and that he " ever liveth to make intercession for all 
that come unto God by him." 

XII. They believe that the Holy Spirit is given in consequence of Christ's 
mediation,to quicken and renew the hearts of men; and that his influence upon 
*the human soul is indispensably necessary to bring a sinner to true repentance, to 
produce saving faith, to regenerate the heart, and to perfect our sanctification. 

XIIL They maintain that we are justified through faith m Christ; and that 
not of ourselves; ** it is the gifl of God." 

XIV. They believe that all who will be finally saved were the objects of 
God's eternal and electing love, and were given by an act of divine sovereignty 
to the Son of God; but that this act of sovereignty in no way mterferes with 
the system of means, nor with the grounds of human responsibility, being wholly 
unrevealed as to its objects, and therefore incapable of becoming a rule of human 
duty. 

XV. They believe that the Scriptures teach the final perseverance of all 
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faith in Christ, and uniform obedience to his commands. 

XVI. They believe that a virtaons life will be the necessary effect of a tnie 
faith, and that good works are the indispensable fruits of a vital union to Christ. 

XVII. They believe that the sanetiBcation of tme christians, or their growth 
m the graces of the Spirit, and meetness for heaven, is gradnally earned on 
through the whole period, during which it pleases God to keep them in the pres- 
ent life; and tliat, at death, their souls are perfectly freed from all remains of evil, 
and are immediately received into the presence of Christ. 

XVIII. They believe in the perpetual obligation of Baptism and the Lord*s 
Sapper: the former to be administered to all converts to Christianity and their 
children, by the application of water to the subject; and the latter to be publicly 
celebrated by christians as a token of faith in the Saviour, and of love to each other. 

XIX. They believe that Christ will finally come to judge the whole hnman 
race; that the bodies of all men will be raised again; and that, as the Supreme 
Jndge, he will divide the righteous from the wicked, will receive the righteous 
into life eternal, but send away the wicked into everlasting punishment. 

XX. They believe that Jesus Christ designed and directed his foltowers to 
live together in christian fellowship, aud to maintain the communion of saints; 
and that, for this purpose, they are jointly to observe all divine ordinances, and 
maintain that church-order and dicipline which is either expressly enjoined by 
inspired institution, or sanctioned by the undoubted example of the apostles and 
of apostolic churches. 

PRINCIPLES OP CHURCH-ORDER AND DISCIPLINK. 

I. They hold it to be the will of Christ that true believers should voluntari- 
It assemble together to observe religious ordinances, to promote mutual edifica- 
tion and holiness, to perpetuate and propagate the gospel in the world, and to 
advance the glory and worship of God, through Jesus Christ; and that each so- 
ciety having these objects Tn view in its formation, is properly a christian church. 

II. They believe that the New Testament alone contains, either in the form 
of expreu statute or in the example and practice of apostolic men and churches, 
all the articles of faith necessary to be believed by a christian, and all the order 
and dicipline requisite for constituting and governing christian societies; and that 
human traditions, fathers, and councils, possess no authority over the faith and 
practice of christians. 

III. They acknowledge Christ as the only Head of the Church, and the of- 
ficers of each church, under him, as ordained to administer his laws impartially 
to all; and their only appeal, in all questions touching their religious faith aud 
practice, is to the sacred Scriptures. 

IV. They believe that the New Testament authorizes every christian church 
to elect its own officers, to manage all its own affairs, and to stand independent of, 
and irresponsible to, all authority, saving that only of the supreme and divine 
Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ 

V. They believe that the only officers placed by the apostles over individual 
churches, are the bishops or pastors, and the deacons; the number of these being 
dependent upon the members of the church; and that to these, as the officers of 
the church, are committed respectively the administration of its social worship, — 
its discipline, and its temporal concerns ; subject, however, to the approbation of 
the church. 

VI. They believe that no persons should be received as members of chris- 
tian churches, but such as make a credible profession of Christianity, are living 
according to its precepts, and attest a willbgness to be subject to its discipline; 
and that none should be excluded from the fellowship of the church, but such as 
deny the faith of Christ, violate his laws, or refuse to submit themselves to the 
dicipline which the word of God enforces. 

VII. The power of admission into, and rejection from, any christian church, 
they believe to be vested in the church itself; and to bo exercised only through 
tho modinm of its own offieora. 
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ym. They beUeve that ehiktiati charchee shoald statedly meet for the eel* 
ebration of public worship, for the observance of the Lord*s Sapper, and for the 
aanctification of the first day of the week. 

IX. They believe that the power of a christian church is purely spiritual, 
and should in no way be corrupted by union with temporal or civil power. 

X. They believe that^it is the duty of christian churches to hold communion 
with each other, to entertain an enlarged affection for each other, as members of 
the same body, and to co-operate for. the promotion of the christian cause; but 
that no church nor union of churches, has any right or power to interfere with 
the faith or discipline of any other church, further than to disown and separate 
from such as, in faith or practice, depart from the gospel of Christ. 

XI. They believe it is the privilege and duty of the church to call forth such 
of its members as may appear to be qualified, and indicated by the Holy Spirit, 
as suitable persons to sustain the office of the ministry ; and that christian church- 
es unitedly ought to consider the maintenance of the christian ministry, in an ade- 
quate degree of learning, as one of its especial cares, that the cause of the gospel 
may be both honorably sustained, and constantly promoted. 

XII. They believe that church officero, whether bishops or deacons, should 
be chosen by the freo voice of the church, but that their dedication to the duties 
of their office should take place with special prayer, and by solemn designation, 
in the act of imposition of hands by those already in office. 

XIII. They believe that the fellowship of every christian church should be 
■o liberal as to admit to communion in the Lord's supper, all whose faith and 
godliness are, on the whole, undoubted, though conscientiously differing in points 
of miner importance; and that this outward sign of fraternity in Christ should be 
co-extensive with the fraternity itself, though without involving any compliances 
which conscience would deem to be sinful. 



No. X. 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

It is ever to be understood, that the system of Scripture doctrines, contained 
in the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, is the basis of our Union in this General 
Association. Hence every Association in this State receiving these"doctrines aa 
the christian faith, is invited to unite in this body. 

This General Association wholly disclaims ecclesiastical power or authority 
over the churches, or the opinions of individuals. 

The essential objects of this General Association are the following: To pro- 
mote brotherly intercourse and harmony, and our mutual animation, assistance 
and usefulness, as ministers of Christ; to obtain religious information relative to 
the state of our particular churches, and the general state of the christian chnrch 
in this country, and through the christian world; and to co-operate with other 
similar institutions in the most eligible manner for building up the cause of truth 
and holiness. 

STANDING RULES 

OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1. This General Association shall be opened on the first Tuesday of Sept., 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. with the usual Associational Sermon. 

2. At the close of the religious exercises, the preacher shall take the chair, 
and preside till a Moderator is chosen. 

3. A Scribe and an assistant Scribe shall then be chosen. 

4. The meeting shall daily be opened and closed with prayer. 

5. The Secretary shall previously prepare a docket, which may be amended 
and enlarged by the Moderator and Scribes. 

6. A nominating Committee shall be chosen, who shall nominate all impor- 



22 

tant Committeea, and also Delegates to other Bodies. The aoeeptanee of their 
reporf shall confirm the appointment. 

7. No motion shall be discossed, unless it be secoiided. A motion shall be 
redaced to writing, at the request of the Moderator. 

8. The moderator, while in the chair shall not speak to the merits^of a 
qnestion. 

9. Seven members shall be a qnomm. 

10. The minutes of each day's session shall be read. 

11. No member shall retire without leare of the Moderator; or have leave 
of absence without the vote of the Association. 

12. The appointment of Delegates to other Bodies in our connexion, shall 
be considered as duly certified to them by the printed minutes of the Association. 

14. It is expected of every district Association to furnish a written narrative 
of the number of their churches and pastors, and of the state of religion within 
their bound). 

15. The Scribes and the Committee on the state of religion shall carefully 
transmit to the Secretary the Schedules and other papers, which he shall keep on 
files. 

16. The publishing Committee shall see that the minutes, as soon as printed, 
are distributed to Delegates appointed to other Bodies, and to the several Associ- 
ations. 

17. The religions narratives shall commence en Tuesday afternoon, at 8 
o'clock, and be resumed on Wednesday forenoon, at 10 o'clock. 

18. The rules shall be read at the opening of every annual meeting. 



Note. The Associations, composing the General Association, are divided 
into two sections, the Eastern and Western. The Eastern embraces the Deerfield, 
Haverhill, Hopkinton, Piscataqua, and Tamworth Associations ; the Western, 
Hollis, Monadnock, Orange, Plymouth, Sullivan, Union and Caledonia Associa- 
tions. The General Association meets, by vote, alternately in these two sec- 
tions. 
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STATISTICS OF THK CHURCHES. 

Th* foUowiag table will be (band vsrr imperfect, and awing to nagligence, either oa ll 
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CONCORD: 



PRI5TED AT TRI OBSCRTXR PRKIf. 



1834. 



MIJlfUTES. 



SxFfVWIER S, 1834. 

The Genckal Association of New Hampshire convened at 
the Congregational meeting honee, at Meredith Bridge, and was 
opened by a sermon from Rev. Andrew Govan: Text Malachi 3: 6. 
The following Delegates presented their certificates, viz : from 



t. 
Deeifidd Association J 

Deny Association, 

Hoplunton Association, 

Hollis Association, 

Monadnoek Association, 

Orange Association, 

Piscataqua Association, 

SuUivan Association, 

Union Association, 



Rev. Drury Fairbank, 
" Wm. Hutchinson. 



cc 

I 

(C 



Rufus A. Putnam, 
Charles G. Safibrd. 



« John Kelley, 
Edward L. Parker. 



(C 

it 

(C 

C( 



Asa P. Tenney, 
Isaac Knight. 

David Perry, 
Wm. Richardson. 



" Francis Danforth, 

<< Giles Lyman. 

" Henry Wood, 

" Increase S. Davis. 



cc 



Israel W. Putnam, 
Bezaleel Smith. 



" Phineas Cooke, 
" Dana Clayes, 

" David Stowell. 



Gen. Assem. of Pres. Church, ** Mark Tucker, D. D. 
Cen, Asso. of Connecticut, 



" Allen McLean, 
<< Samuel H. Riddel. 



Gen. Asso. of Mass. 
GflR. Comcentiancf Vt. 



cc 

cc 
cc 



Daniel Fitz, 
Hubbard Winslow. 

A. C. Washburn, 
Samuel G. Tenney. 



den. Cw^ertnc* of M: '< Wm. Clarke. 

Evan. Consociation of R. I. " Barnabus Phinny. 

Rev. JoH2f H. Church, Secretary, 
'* Abraham Burnham, TYeasurer, 
" John K. You5o, Minister of the place. 

Rev. James Matheson, D. D from Durham, England, bein^ 
present, was invited to sit as a corresponding member. 

The Association was organized by choosing Rev. Edward L. 
Parker, Moderator; Rev. Asa P. Tenney, Scribe; and Rev. David 
Perry, Assistant Scribe. 

The Moderator lead in prayer. The rules of the Association 
were read by the Scribe. 

The committee appointed at the last annual meeting of this 
body, to mature a plan for presenting the narratives on the state of 
religion, made a report, which, so far as it respected the business 
of the Association, was adopted; and is as follows: 

1. That on Tuesday morning at 10 o'clock, the services be 
ad ^lerum, for the purpose of promoting clerical piety and pastoral 
fidelity. 

2. That the narratives of the state of religion in our churches, 
and corresponding bodies, be always tcriueny and very briefs so that 
they can all be thrown into the afternoon of Tuesday. 

The Plymouth and Tarn worth Associations, having united un- 
der the name of Harmony Association, requested to be admitted 
to this body. Voted, that said request be granted. 

A committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Bumham and 
Stowell, was raised to take into consideration the expediency of 
permitting the N. H. S. School Union to hold its anniversary in 
connexion with the meetings of this body; and also the time, at 
which said Union and the Education Society shall celebrate their 
anniversaries. 

Rev. Messrs. R. A Putnam, Fairbank and Stone were appoint- 
ed a committee of nomination. 

Adjouned to 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs. Church and Keiley were appointed to nominate 
the place of the next meeting, and the Association to furnish a 
preacher. 

A communication was presented by the Secretary, from the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales, which was referred 
to a committee, consisting of Messrs. Cooke and Fairbank. 

Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Wood and Washburn were appointed a 
committee to take minutes of the narratives, and prepare a Report 
on the state of religion. 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of permitting tlie S. S. Union to hold its anniversary in 
connexion with the meetings of this body, made a report; which 
was accepted, and referred to the same committee with instructions 
to report Wednesday evening as the time for celebrating its anni- 
versary. 

The report being thus amended, was adopted. 

A communication was received from Rev. Messrs. Hutchinson, 
Bradford dnd Govan, relative to the formation of a new Associa* 



tioD, to be called the Lancaster Association; which commanication 
was referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Wood 
and Stone. 

Attended to the narratives on the state of religion. 

Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

Wednesday, Sept. S. Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer by the Moderator. The minutes of yesterday were 
read. 

The committee to whom was referred the communication from 
the Congregational Union of England and Wales, made a report, 
which was recommitted to the same committee. 

An overture from the Union Association was presented by Rev. 
Mr. Stowell, and referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. 
I. W. Putnam, Stone, Stowell, Root, French and Matheson, to re- 
port to-morrow morning. 

A communication was presented by Rev. A. P. Tenney, re- 
specting the supply of our destitute churches, which was referred 
to a committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. Burnham, Clayes and 
Washburn. 

The committee appointed to'nominate the place for the next 
meeting, and the Association to furnish a preacher, made a Report: 
Whereupon* 

Voted, that the General Association meet the next year at the 
meeting house of the Rev. George Punchard, in Plymouth, and 
that the Derry Association be requeued to appoint the preacher. 

Rev. Messrs. Cooke, Church and Young were appointed to 
confer with the agents of the several benevolent societies as to the 
time for them to address the mc^eting. 

The committee to whom was recommitted the Letter from the 
Congregational Union of England and Wales, reported the follow- 
ing Resolutions: viz. 

1. That this Association cherish with fraternal affection, the 
overtures of christian fellowship tendered them, by their trans- 
atlantic brethren, and express their grateful obligations for the per- 
sonal attendance of their delegation. 

2. That we will endeavor to perpetuate the connexion, so hap- 
pily commenced, by procuring a share in the delegation which may 
ne sent from some of the ecclesiastical bodies with whom we are 
connected, to meet said Union at its next anniversary. 

3. That the Secret|iry ol' this Association be requested 
to hand to the delegation of said Union, now in America, such a 
number of the printed Minutes of this body, as he shall deem pro- 
per, to be by them transmitted to the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales. 

4. That a committee be appointed for the purpose of commis- 
sioning any persons, whom they may think proper, to visit Eng- 
land as delegates to the Congregational Union. 

5. That some individual be appointed for the purpose of delib- 
erating with other individuals, who may be appointed, by the five 
other bodies of Congregational Ministers in New England, on the 
subject of correspondence in future years, between the Con^rega- 
tionalists of New England, and the Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales; and that it be the duty of the person here appoint- 
ed, to report the result of such deliberation to the next ineetmg of 
this body. 



Voted, that the abore Report be accepted and adopted; and 
that N. Lord, D. D., W. Harris, D. D. and Rev. N. Bouton, be 
a committee for the object contemplated in the 4th Resolution, and 
J. H. Church, D. D. for the object specified in the 5th Resolution, 

The committee appointed to nominate delegates to Foreign 
Bodies, made the following report, which was adopted: viz. 

To the General Assembly of the PreshyUrian Church. 

Rev. Jacob Scales, Delegate. 
"' Dana Clayes, Substitute.* 

To the General Association of Massachusetts, 

Rev. William Patrick, > n^u^*^ 
« PmIvJii f!n*ii.r c A^eiegates. 



cc 

(C 



Calvin Cutler, $ 
a^2r' j SubBUtute.. 

To the General Association of Connecticut. 

" Josiah'ptSice. I S-'-titutee. 
To tlie General Convention of Vermont, 

^^^- llt^^k stone. \ ««'««•*«• 
fr^Krirhf^'iSubeUtutes. 



it 
CC 



To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode IsUmd. 

Rev. Ebenezer Coleman, > ripip^.t«. 
« Jubilee Wellman, ^^e»«&a^- 



cc 



Nathaniel Merrill, > o„h.tit „t«, 
David Perry, J JsubsUtutes. 



To the General Conference of Maine. 

" wlS[Z HSnson, I ^-^titutes. 

I 

The Treasurer made his Report, which was accepted. (See 
Appendix No. 1.) 

Rev. Abraham Burnham was appointed Treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation, and Rev.N. Bouton, Auditor, for the ensuing year. 

The Secretary of the Trustees of the Widow's Charity Fund, 
made a Report of their doings, which was accepted. 

The committee, to whom was referred the i>etition of the Lan- 
caster Association, Reported, that in their opinion, it is expedient 
to form an Association, embracing the churches in the County of 
Coos, and they would refer the final adjustment of the question, to 
the brethren constituting the Caledonia Association. 

Rev. Messrs. Clayes, Hutchinson and Lvman, were appointed 
a committee to ta|^e into consideration the subject of baptised chil- 
dren, and the revival of the use of ihe Assemblies Shorter Gate* 
chism in our churches. 



The Scribe, Assistant Scribe and Rev. A. Purnham, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare and publish the Minutes of the As- 
sociation. 

The committee appointed to confer with the agents of sereral 
benevolent societies, reported, that Messrs. Eastman and Bliss ad- 
dress the meeting, on the subject of Tracts this P. M. at 2 o'clock; 
that Mr. Baird occupy the time this evening, from 7 to 8 o'clock, 
on the subject of Sabbath Schools; that Mr. Ladd occupy the time 
from 8 to 9 o'clock, to speak on the subject of universal peace; and 
that Dr. Cogswell address the assembly, on the subject of Foreign 
Missions, to-morrow P. M. from 2 to 3 o'clock. 

Rev. Messrs. Govan and Fairbank were appomted to prepare 
a pastoral address for next year. 

Rev. Messrs. Wood, Fitz and Knight were appointed a com- 
mittee to take into consideration the subject of the profanation of 
the Sabbath. 

Rev. Messrs. Kelley, Davis and Clayes were appointed a com- 
mittee, to report on the general subject of Temperance. 

The following brethren were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of ministers, travelling beyond the limits of the State: 
viz. Messrs. David Sutherland, Josiah Prentice, John H. Church, 
D. D., Ebeuezer Hill, Nathaniel Bouton, Jacob Cummings, George 
Punchard, Nathan Lord, D.D., Josiah W. Clary, Ephraim P. Brad- 
ford, and Zedekiah S. Bars tow. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

Thursday, Sept. 4. Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Washburn. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the churches in our con- 
nexion, to form Maternal Associations, to raise the standard of 
early religious education. 

The Rev. Mr. Cooke, from the committee appointed for that 
purpose, made a report on the state of religion, which was adopted, 
aad ordered to be printed with the Minutes. (See Appendix 
No. 2.) 

The committee to whom the overture from Union Association 
was referred, made a Report, which was accepted, and the follow- 
ing Resolutions, which it contained, were adopted : viz. 

Resolved, That we view it as the imperious duty of christians, 
to make Slavery a subject of prayer, inquiry and discussion, with a 
view to its cessation at th^ earliest period Consistent with its peace- 
able accomplishment. 

Resolved, That we deem it vitally important, that all discussion 
on this subject should be free from unhallowed excitement, and be 
conducted m a spirit marked with the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ. 

The committee to whom was referred the inquiries, whether 
any thing can be done to excite the attention of the churches to 
baptized children, and to a revival of the use of the Shorter Cate- 
chism, in the instruction of the young, made a report, which was 
recommitted; and Rev. Mr. Cooke and Nathan Lord, D. D. were 
added to the committee, with instructions to report to this body at 
its next annual meeting. 

The following Report was made by the committee on Tempe- 
rance, and adopted. 

While this Association congratulate the friends of Temperance 



8 

on the signal and unexpected success, with which God has crowned 
their efforts, we regret that there is a single individual bearing the 
christian name, who does not wholly abstain from the use of ardent 
spirits as a drink; and believing that the time is come when such 
indulgence- of the sensual appeties is inconsistent with the christian 
character, and brings reproach upon the cause of Christ, therefore 

1. Resolved, That we give our decided approbation to those 
churches, which will not admit one member into their communion, 
who does not abstain entirely from the use of that poison, which 
has a contaminating influence on the mind as well as the body. 

2. Resolvedy That we will, by the help of God, keep ourselves 
free from the appearance of evil, in ihis matter, by avoiding, as 
much as possible, all connexion with those who indulge themselves 
in that praptice, which has overwhelmed so many souls in destruc- 
tion and perdition. 

- 3. Resolved, That we will do all in our power, bv example and 
conversation, to banish the destructive influence of intemperance 
from the earth. 

The following Resolutions were submitted by Rev. I. W. Put- 
nam, and passed : 

1 . Resolved, That having full confidence in the promises of God, 
we believe that the time will come when wars and fightings will 
cease throughout the earth. 

2. That we believe that God designs to accomplish this object 
through the instrumentality of his church. 

3. That it is the duty of all christians to labour and pray for 
so desirfible a consummation. 

4. That it is recommended to all the ministers of this Associa- 
tion to preach, at least once a year, in favour of the cause of per- 
manent and universal peace. 

5. That it be recommended to the churches to observe the an- 
nual concert of prayer, for the abolition of war, on or near the 25 
of December, and take up a contribution in favour of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society. 

The committee, to whom was referred a communication on 
the subject of supplying the destitute churches, made a report, 
which was adopted, and is as follows: 

Whereas, there are within our connexion many feeble church- 
es, destitute a considerable portion of each year, of the ministry 
of the Word and Ordinances, and the efforts made by the N. H, 
Missionary Society to supply them heretofore have failed for want 
of Ministers : therefore 

1. Resolved, That the relation which the churches of Christ 
sustain to each other, renders it the duty of those which are strong 
and well supplied to aid the more feeble and destitute. 

2. That we recommend it to the ministers of the several dis- 
trict Associations, to make arrangements among themselves, with 
the consent of their respective churches, to supply the feeble and 
destitute churches within their limits, with preaching, to as great 
an extent as their circumstances render proper. 

The following Resolution was received from the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, viz: 

" Resolved, That the several bodies with which we are in friend- 
ly correspondence in the New England States, be respectfully re- 
quested to use their counsel and influence to prevent the ordination^ 



by any of their councils or consociationf , of men, who propose to 
punue the work of the ministry, within the bounds of any Presby- 
tery belonging to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
and that the delegates from this Assembly to those bodies respec- 
tively, be charged with communicating this resolution-" 

Whereupon, Voted, that this General Association readily con- 
cede to any Fresbytery, as above named, the right to ordam any 
man, who proposes to labour as a Presbyterian minister within the 
bounds of that or any other Presbytery; while we reserve to our- 
selves the right to ordain any one who wishes to be employed as a 
Congregational minister. 

Voted, that this General Association would not encourage the 
ordination of any, as Evangelists, unless they appear to have a spe- 
cial call to be employed as Missionaries or Agents, and their ordi- 
nation shall seem to be requisite for the successful prosecution of 
their work. 

The committee to whom^was referred the subject of the sane- 
tification of the Sabbath, presented the following report, which was 
adopted. 

We respectfully recommend to every minister in our connex- 
ion, to preach to his people on the subject, the second Sabbath in 
October; the church to 03 addressed in the forenoon, and the con- 
gregation generally in the afternoon. 

The following Resolution was submitted by Dr. Church, and 
adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to consider 
the expediency of calling a deliberative Convention of Clergymen 
and Laymen, for the purpose of discussing various important sub- 
jects relative to the prosperity of Zion, which cannot oe discussed 
as they ought to be, in any of our present meetings; and if they 
judge it expedient, that they be empowered to call such a Conven-' 
tion, at such a time and place as they may fix upon, and act as a 
Committee of Arrangements for preparing business for the meet- 
ing. 

The following persons were appointed a committee for the pur- 
poses above specified, viz: 

Rev. Drs. Church and Lord, and Rev. Messrs. Barstow, Ai- 
ken, French, Bouton and L Willey. * 

Voted, that the thanks of this Association be presented to Rev. 
John K. Young, and through him to his people, tor their kindness 
and hospitality, and to the choir of singers tor their very accepta- 
ble performances. 

Voted, to adjourn, afler prayer, sine die. 

EDWARD L. PARKER, Mod^raUr. 
Af A P. TiHHEr, Scribe. 
Datio Pbmit, Asnst. Scribe. 



AP1*EJVBIX. 

For No. I. see last page. 

No. II. 

REPORT ON THE STATE OF RELIGION. 

Id taking a brief furvej of the progress of religion in oar Connex- 
ion during the paitt jear, we have peculiar occasion to humble ourselves 

before God, for our manifold sins and marked deficiencies in duty ; 

while we are under strong obligations to the great Head of the Church 
lor not punishing us according to our sins, nor rewarding us according 
to our iniquities. 

In recurring to our sinful dcficiences as ministers and christians, we 
are led to acknowledge an unwarranted, and presumptive reliance on the 
•OTereJgnty of God, as an excuse for our apathy and sloth. 

After all that is said of divine agency as the efficient cande of all 
pare religion, and the indispensable obligation of the christian to seek 
ttQ|o God to work in him to will and to do, we l)elieve we have not yrai- 
Ucally understood the full amount of labour which is required of those 
whom God commands to work out their salvation wiih fear and trem- 
bling, lu a word, we fear that the churches have quieted their conscien- 
ces, by a perversion of the doctrine of divine sovereign^% in the neglect 
of those means, the use of which God has made indis^iensable to prom- 
tied grace. — This criminal apathy has been creeping upon us since 1881, 
that memorable year of the ligbt hand of the most High. The divine 
declaration, *'I will be enquired of," it is believed, has been disregarded, 
and the excuse, ^'The time is not come to build the house of the Lord,*' 
haa been rendered, to justify ease in Zion. Notwithstanding we have 
thus provoked the God of Zion, several of the churches have shared 
raore or less in special divine favour. Amonof tlie most favoured are, 
Lancaster, Dalton, Franconia, Nashai, Derry, Chester, Concord Centre, 
and Weat,Ja£rrey, Westmoreland, Orford East, Dover, Portsmouth, and 
Exeter. 

As a body, we have cause of peculiar gratitude to God, for the gener- 
al peace, and stability which have prevailed in our borders, in these dayir, 
which so emphatically, try the faith of God's elect. We are cheered 
iflrith the growing prosperity of Sabbath schools, Bible classes, the Tern* 
perance reformation, and in general, of all the benevolent enterpriaea of 
tBe day. 

The information from the ecclesiastical bodies connected with ns, 
!■ such. as to strengthen the belief, that the grand outworks of Zion 
throughout our land are gathering firmness, aud the churches becoming 
more vigorous and pure. From England, the land^of our ancestors, we 
are greatly refreshed and encouraged to learn, that so great a body of 
Christians, (about 1600 churches, nearly all of which are supplied with 
pastors,) having the same Lord, the same faith, the same baptism, are 
co-operating with us to maintain the faith once delivered to the saints. 
Thus while the conflict between truth and error grows more severe, tho 
reflection, that the friends of Zion in different lands, are uniting their 
afi^ctions and energies, should excite us to increased fldelity, and pre* 
pare ua for our part, both of the contest and the victory. 
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No. I. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 

General Association of JV*. H. in account with A, Bwrnliam^ ^ 

TttasMTtr^ for the year 1833. 

Dr. 

To balance on the preceding; Account, $12,08 
To paid towardi Printer's bill fcr IS33, 35,00 





$47,08 






Cr 


Tetdaefor I88S 


By received of Haverhill Association, 


$4,00 


$1,00 


Piscataqua, 


0,00 


6,00 


Deerfiold, 


3,00* 


0,00 


Hopkinton, 


10,25 


Oi>0 


Union, 


6,50 


0,00 


Monadnock, 


7,50 


0,00 


Caledonia, 


2,50 


0,00 


Orange, 


4,50 


0,00 


Holliii, 


4,00 


0,00 


Sullivan, 


8,00 


0,50 


Tamworth , 


1,50 


0,60 


Plymouth, 


0,00 





$45,75 



Balance due Treasurer, $1,33 

I hereby certify that I have examined, the foregoing aceoont, and 
find it correctly cast and well vouched. N. BOUTON. 

Concord, Aug. 29, 1834 



'Balance received since. 

QjT Arrears for the year 1834 must be ferwmrded to the Treasnrar, 
the printer's bill cann|||t conveniently be paid. 
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MINUTES 



OP THE 



GENERAL ASSOCIATION 



OF 



nrEnr-HAmpsHiRE, 



AT THBIR 



MEETING AT PLYMOUTH, BEPTFMBER, 1885. 



Pablbhed by order of the AssoeUtion. 



CONCORD: 

Printed at the ObBerrer Office. 
1835. 



MINUTES. 



September 1, 1835. 

The Geresal Association of New-Hampshire convened at the Con- 
gregational meeting house at Plymouth, and was opened by a sermon from 
Rev. Samuel Harris: Text, John 17: 17. 

The following Delegates presentecl their certificates, viz: from 



CtUedania Association, 
Deerfield Association , 
Derry Association, 

Harmony Association, 

HoUis Association, 
Hopkinion Association, 

Lancaster Association, 

Mimadnock Association, 

Orange Association, 

riscataqua Association, 

Sullivan Association, 

Union Association, 



Gen. Assoc, of Prcs. Church, 
Gen, Asso. of Connecticut, 
Gen. Asso. of Massachusetts, 



tt 
u 



Rev. DRURY FAIRBANK. 

JOHN K. YOUNG. 

SAMUEL HARRIS. 
BENJAMIN SARGENT. 

JAMES W. PERKINS, 
GILES LEACH. 

A. W. BURNHAM. 

EBENEZER PRICE, 
WILLIAM PATRICK. 
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tt 



tt 

tt 
tt 



tt 
tt 

tt 
tt 

tt 
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tf 

tt 

tt 
tt 



tt 
tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 
tt 



E. G. BRADFORD, 
ANDREW GOV AN. 

Z. S. BARSTOW, 
FRANCIS DANFORTH. 

DANIEL CAMPBELL, 
E. D. FULLER. 

BEZALEEL SMITH, 
DAVID ROOT. 

JOHN WOODS, 
JOSEPH MERRILL. 

AUSTIN RICHARDS, 
THOMAS SAVAGE. 

EBENEZER CHEEVER. 

CHARLES J. HINSDALE. 

JAMES D. FARNS WORTH, 
JOSEPH WHITTLESEY. 



Gen. Conference of Maine, " EBER CARPENTER. 

Gen. Convention of Vermont, " JAMES JOHNSON, 

JEREMIAH GLINES. 



tt 



Evan. Consociation of R. I. 

Rev. JOHN H. CHURCH, D. D., Secretary. 
ABRAHAM BURNHAM, Treasurer. 
GEORGE PUNCHARD, Minister of the place. 



u 



The Association was orgranized l)y choosing Rev. Z. S. Barstow, 
Moderator, Rev. Joseph Merrill,Scribe, and Rev. Austin Richards, As- 
sistant Scribe; and it was opened with prayer by the moderator. 

The Rules of the association were read by the scribe. 

Rev. Messrs. Dauforth, A. W. Burnham, and Root were appointed 
a committee of nomination. 

Rev. Messrs. Punchard, Price and Fairbank were appointed a com- 
mittee of arrangements. 

Rev. Messrs. Church, Woods and Savage were appomted a commit- 
tee on tlie report of Rev. Mr. Scales, delegate to tne Gen. Assembly 
of the Presbyterian church at their session in May last. Attended to 
other reports of delegates from foreign bodies. 

Adjourned to half past one o'clock, P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Mr. Harris introduced a resolution from the Derry association 
to alter the time of the meeting of the General association, which was 
committed to Rev. Messrs. A. Burnham and Harris. 

Rev. Messrs. Woods, Govan, Perkins, Carpenter and A^Tiittlesey 
were appointed a committee to take minutes of the narratives, and pre- 
pare a report on the state of religion. (See Appendix No 1.) 

The auditor's report of the treasurer's account was read and accept- 
ed. 

Rev. Abraham Burnham was appointed Treasurer and Rev. N. Bou- 
ton Auditor. 

The Union association proposed to the consideration of the General 
association the expediency of nolding the meetings of this body within 
the bounds of each local association in rotation, and that the local asso- 
ciation appoint the place, and make all necessary provision for the accom- 
modation of the association; which was referred to a committee consist- 
ing of Rev. Messrs. Church, Patrick and Smith. 

Attended to narratives of the state of religion. 

Adjourned to meet tomorrow morning at S o'clock. 

Wednesday, Sept. 2d. Met according to adjournment. Prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Fairbank. The minutes of yesterday were read. 

The question from Hopkinton association, <<Are ministers,member8 
of our local associations, not pastors of churches, eligible to a seat iu 
this body.'" was decided in the affirmative. 

Rev. Messrs. Price, Fairbank and Campbell were appointed a com- 
mittee to report resolutions relative to the Sanctification of the Sabbath. 

Rev. Messrs. Woods, Hinsdale and Young were appointed a com- 
mittee to report resolutions with reference to the cause of Temperance. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the General associ- 
ation to take into consideration the subiectof baptized children, and the 
revival of the use of the Assembly's Snorter Catechism in our church- 
es made their report, which was accepted, and adopted to be published 
in the minutes oi this association. (See Appendix No. 9.) 

The following brethren were appointed to certify the regular standing 
of ministers travelling beyond the limits of the state, viz: Rev. Messrs. 
Drurv Fairbank, Jonathan Curtis, John H. Chureh, D. D., Amos W. 
Burnham, Nathaniel Bouton, Parsons Cook, George Punchard, Nathan 
Lord, D. D.f John Woods, Silas Aiken and Z. S. Barstow. 

A communication from the Trustees of Gilmanton Academy was 
read, and that, tofifether with a communication from Rev. Mr. Punchard 
in behalf of the Trustees of Holmes Plymouth Academy, waa referred 



to a committee consisting of the following brethren, viz. Rer. Messrs. 
Hadduck, Barstow, Aiken, Young and Perkins. 

At 9 o'clock the narratives of the state of religion were resumed and 
concluded. 

The General association then gave place to the meeting of the New 
Hampshire Branch of the American Education Society. 

At half past one o'clock, P. M. the association resumed business. 

The committee appointed to nominate delegates to foreign bodies 
made the following report, which was accepted and adopted as follows, 
viz. 

To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 
Rev JONATHAN CLEMENT, Delegate. 
*' AUSTIN RICHARDS, Substiiute. 

To the General .Association of Massachusetts. 
Rev ASA P. TENNEY, > r, , , 
" JOHN K. YOUNG, J ^e^^«*^»- 

Rev MOSES GEROULD, ? « u ••* . 
« GILES LYMAN, * ^ Substitute.. 

To the General Association of Connecticut. 
Rev JOHN SMITH, l^ . . 

" FRANCIS DANFORTH, $ *^«*®«**«"' 
" JOSEPH MERRILL, ? « k ♦•• . 
" WM. RICHARDSON, 5 ®"™'"^"'^"' 

To the General Convention of Vermont. 
Rev GEORGE PUNCHARD, > p. , , 
" ISAAC KNIGHT, 5 ^^^'^g*^*- 

« EZRA JONES, ? a V ... , 

" DARWIN ADAMS, J Substitutes. 

To the Evangelical Consociation of Rliode Island. 
Rev DAVID PERRY, > d,,,^^^^. 
" JOHN R. ADAMS, \ ^«'^K»^»- 
" CHARLES G. SAFFORD,> ^ . ,., , 
" DAVID STOWELL, J »'»^8tiiutes. 

To the General Conference of Maine. 
Rev EBENEZER G. BRADFORD, ? p, , . 
" GILES LEACH, '^Delegates. 

" SALMON BENNETT, ?«.... . 
" JOSHUA DODGE, ^Substitutes. 

Rev. Messrs. A. Burnham and Asa P. Tenney were appointed to 
prepare a pastoral address for next year. 

Rev. Mr. Govan read the pastoral address, which was accepted and 
ordered to be printed under the direction of the publishing committee. — 
(See Appendix No. 3.) 

Rev. Messrs. Asa P. Tenney, £bene7.er Price and the Scribe were 
appointed a committee of publication. 

The association then gave place to the annual meeting of the New 
Hampshire Bible Society. AAer their meeting the association resumed 
business. 

The committee appointed to report resolutions with respect to the 
cause of Temperance, reported, ana tlie report was accepted and adopt- 
ed to be printed under the direction of the publishing committee. The 
following are the resolutions: 



1. Resolvedf That as the manufacture of ardent spirit and the traf- 
fic in it,to be used as a drink, are now known and generally acknowledg- 
ed to bean immorality, which tends powerfully to binder the progress of 
the gospel, and is in its influence exceedingly destructive to the temporal 
and eternal interests of men, it is in our view the duty of the members 
of the christian church, both in their individual and in their associated 
capacity, perseveringly to use aH suitable means to cause this evil imme- 
diately and universally to cease. 

3. Resolvedf That continuance in this immorality with a knowledge 
of the subject, or with the means of becoming acquainted with it, is, m 
our view, a sufficient reason, not only why persons sliould not be admit- 
ted as members of the christian church, but, after all proper means have, 
for a suitable time, been used in vain to reclaim them, is a sufficient rea- 
son why they should not be continued as members of the church. 

3. Resolved, That the practice of manufacturing and exporting 
such liquor, or in any way furnishing it, to be used as a drink, and also 
the renting of buildings to be occupied for the sale ot it, are in our 
view entirely at variance with the christian religion, and ought, espe- 
cially by all professed friends of that religion, to be universally abandon- 
ed. 

4. Resolved, That as the Temperance enterprize has hitherto ad- 
vanced in proportion to the amount of judicious and well-directed efiort 
in its behalf; and as there yet remains much land to be possessed, the 
duty of increasing and continued exertions for its advancement is ur- 
gent and imperative. 

5. Resolved, That it be recommended to the friends of the Tempe- 
rance cause, as judicious modes of effort, to hold temperance meetings 
in school districts — form societies of young people on the principle of 
total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors — that ministers of the gos- 
pel occasionally preach on the subject of Temperance, and show their 
people that the principles of the Temperance cause are in accordance 
with great and obvious principles of God's word, and fully warranted 
by them — and especially, that the cause be commended to the God of all 
grace by frequent and fervent prayer. 

The committee to whom was referred the expediency of altering 
the time of holding the meetings of the General association reported, 
'^Thatit is expedient, that the anniversaries of this association in future 
commence the last Tuesday of August, instead of the first Tuesday of 
September." This report was accepted and adopted. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

Thursday September dd. Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer bv the moderator. The minutes of yesterday were read. 

Voted, 'that the minutes of this body be sent by mail to all the 
ministers in this state connected with this body, and that this be a stand- 
ing rule of this association. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of Rev. J. Scales, 
Delegate to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church made the 
following report, viz: 

This General Association learn with deep regret that any of our 
Delegates to the above named Assembly have found their attendance less 
pleasant than in former years. This lias arisen in part at least, if not 
-in a great measure, from the peculiar circumstances in which the Pres- 
byterian church has been lately involved. We aflfectionately sympa- 
thize with our beloved brethren of that important portion of our Amer- 



ican Zion in their present trials; and ardently desire that these trials 
may soon subside, and their union and harmony be greatly promoted 
throughout the bounds of their church.' We would therefore avoid, on 
our part, every measure which shall interrupt the christian intercourse 
between brethren, who have substantially one faith, and hope to be for- 
ever one in Christ Jesus our common Lord and Redeemer, therefore. 

Resolved, That it is altogether undesirable in the view of this asso- 
ciation, that the connexion between us and the General Assembly should 
be discontinued. 

The following resolution was introduced and adopted : 

Resolved, That in case any Delegate should be appointed by the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, or the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts or Connecticut to attend the next annual meeting 
of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, the Delegate or 
Delegates be appointed to represent this General Association in the meet- 
ing of that Union; and that the Secretary of this body conduct the ne- 
cessary correspondence for the above purpose, and give the requisite cre- 
dentials. 

The. Secretary of the Trustees of the Widow's Charity Fund 
made a report of their doings, which was accepted. 

Voted, That the next annual meeting of this General Association 
be at the meeting house of the Rev. John Smith in Exeter. 

Voted, That the resolution of the Union association on the expedi- 
ency of holding the annual meeting of this General association within 
the bounds of each local association in rotation, and of the local associa- 
tion's appointing the place, and of making all necessary provision for the 
accommodation of the body, he for future considevition, as the proposed 
arrangement appears at oresent impracticable. 

Voted, Tnat the Orange association be requested to appoint a 
brother to preach at the opening of the next meeting, the coneio ad 
clerum, **for the purpose of promoting clerical piety and pastoral fidel- 
ity." 

The committee for thai purpose reported resolutions relative to the 
sanctification of the Sabbath, which report was recommitted, and Rev. 
Messrs. Root and Whittlesey were added to the committee. 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the communi- 
cation made to this bodv by the Trustees of the Academy a t Gilmanton 
and at Plymouth made the following report, which was accepted and ad- 
opted, viz: 

That they have attended to the subject committed to them, and have 
availed themselves of such information as they have been able to obtain 
from gentlemen interested in those institutions — that they fully appreci- 
ate the motives, which have actuated the Trustees in their proposed im- 
provements — that they feel very deeply the importance of providing the 
best means of Theological instruction for a class of candidates for the 
ministry, whose age and other circumstances render a regular and extend- 
ed course unadvisable and impracticable — that they sympathize with the 
feeble churches and destitute population in this part of^ the state, and 
rejoice to see means devised for supplying them with pastoral instruc- 
tion more speedily, than it can be reasonably ho)ied for from the opera- 
tion of institutions already in existence — 

But that, considering the circumstances of the case, it is not, in the 
opinion of the committee, expedient for this General Association to ad- 
opt any resolutions on the subject submitted to them by the Academies 
before referred to. 
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The committee appointed to take minutes of the narratives on the 
state of religion made a report, which was accepted and adopted to be 
printed under the direction of the publishing committee. 

Voted, That the local associations be requested to express, by tbeir 
delegates at the next meeting of this body, their views on the question 
of holding the future meetings of this body, within the bouud^ries of 
the several local associations in rotation. 

A communication from Piscataqua association relative to the transfer of 
church relations was referred to Messrs. Church and Woods, who made 
the following report, which was accepted and adopted, viz: 

Thatit be recommended to all the churches in connexion with this 
General Association, to see that their members on removing their resi- 
dence to other churches, take letters of recommendation and dismission, 
and become duly connected with the churches to which they remove, 
and that this be done, if practicable, within six months, or at lartherest, 
within a year, or be subject to be debarred from the communion of the 
church where they reside. 

Voted, That the secretary so prepare schedules for the churches 
and local associations, that both the number of resident and non-resi- 
dent members of the churches may be reported ; and that a suitable 
number of schedules be forwarded to the ministers of the local associa- 
tions. 

The association then gave place to the meeting of the New Hamp- 
shire Domestic Missionary Society. 

The business of the association was afterward resumed. 

The committee appointed for that purpose reported resolutious rela- 
tive to the sanctifica^n of the Sabbath, which report was accepted and 
adopted, as follows: 

It being expressly the will of God that men should remember the 
Sabbath day and keep it holy; and, as implicit obedience to this com- 
mand is essential to the highest social, civil and religious interests of 
men- and as each individual, and every association of men are sacredly 
obligated to employ all suitable means for the security of so important 
an object. Therefore, resolved— 

1. That the running of stages, boats, cars and other vehicles of con- 
veyance for purposes of secular business, amusement, or profit : — and 
also, the travelhng in them on the Christian Sabbath, are in our view, 
immoralities, & ought to be openly and decidedly discountnaned by every 
iViend of God and man, and forthwith to be universally abandoned. 

a. That to patronize, in any way, such establishments, in their viola- 
tions of the Sabbath, is also, in our view, morally wrong, and ought to 
be universally discountenanced. 

8. That while we would caution the Churches against countenancmg 
the unreasonable clamours of wicked and unprincipled men against the 
ministers of Christ, and, while we would recognize their right and duty, 
of being present with their families, for the purpose of imparting instruc- 
tion to them on that holy day :— yet we conceive, that the practice of 
traveling on the Sabbath, except short distances, to exchange labors with 
their brethren, is a great wound to their own character, and furnishes 
the enemies of the Sabbath, with their strongest plea for transgression. 

—And /• u ^^ 

4. That it is the duty of all persons, especially ministers of the Gospel, 

and professed christians, both by precept and example, by the diffusion of 



information, — the exerting of a kind, persuasive moral influence, and m 
every suitable way, to labour for the universal, perpetual and proper 
observance of the Cbristiav Sabbath. — 

All which is humbly submitted &c.— £. PRICE, 

Cbairmaii. 

Plymouth, Sept. 3,1 SS5. 

Voted f That the thanks of this Association be presented to Rev. 
George Pnnchard, and through him to his people for tneir kindness, hos- 
pitality, and christian affection ; and to the Choir of Singers for their 
very acceptable performances. 

Voieif To adjourn, after prayer, $ine die. 

Attest, Z. S. BARSTOW, Modtrator. 

JOSEPH MERRILL, 8crib9. 



APPEIVDIX. 



No. I. 



NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, 
Presenitd to iht General Association held at Plymouth , September 1, 1835. 

From the delightful post of observation, on which we are permitted 
at this anniversary to stand, it is exceedingly pleasant and refretihing to 
notice the growing prosperity of our beloved Zion. With but few ex- 
ceptions there appears to be peace in otir borders and prosperity within 
oor palaces. 

Although darkness and moral death rest upon some of the churches 
in our connexion, demanding our christian sympathies and prayers, yet, 
to an unusual extent, the past year has been a year of the right hand of 
the Most High. Notwithstanding death and removals have made 
breaches in the ''sacramental host of God's elect," and even some stan- 
dard bearers have fallen, yet the vacancies have been more than filled by 
new recruits coming over to the Lord's side, of whom some had been 
leaders in the cause of error and ungodliness. Never probably since time 
began have there been so many praying families and praying souls — nev- 
er so many children of God and heirs of {ilory, sustained and nurtured 
on the soil ot New Hampshire as at this moment. Never has there been 
a period when so many were covenanted together to devote all their 
time and talents and property and influence to the advancement of God's 
glory and the salvation of men. 

The General Association now embraces twelve district associations: 
and one very interesting fact in the narratives given is, that all, except 
the newly formed association in Coos county, report some special tokens 
of the Divine presence as having been enjoyed within their limits the 
past year. Those associations that seem to have been most signally fa- 
vored are, Deerfield, Hopkinion, Monadnock, Sullivan and Union. The 
churches which have shared most largely in the effusions of the Holy^ 
Spirit are, the eleven churches in the Deerfield association, (in all of 
which a series of religious meetings has been holden in rotation with 
evidently good effect) Derry, Londonderry, Chester, Campton, Mere- 
dith Village, New Hampton, Rindge, New Ipswich, Merrimack, Wil- 
ton, Boscawen, East and West, Canterbury, Concord West, Henniker, 
Hopkinton, New Chester, Norihfield, Penlbroke, Sanbornlon, Alstead, 
East and West, Filzwiiliam, Jaffrey, Roxbury, Acworth, Claremont, 
Croyden, Meriden, Lebanon, Dartmouth College, Lyme, Littleton, 
Franconia, Dover, Lamprey River, Gosport, Bedfordj GoEstown, Am- 
herst, New Boston, Lyndeborough and Greenfield — fifty-four in all.* — 

*The Narrative, aa presented to the General Association, said **forty three in 
aU.** The uniatake occurred by not counting the II ebb's in DeerfieldAaaocialion. 
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Upon several other churches some drops of mercy have fallen, and from- 
three or four to ten or twelve have been added to the Lord. The whole 
number of the churches mentioned in the returns is one hundred forttf^ 
seven; ministers^ one hundred twenty -five; communicants ^ eighteen, 
thousand seven hundred and fifty -tight; ^additions the last year, f too 
thowand one hundred and fifty-eighty of whom about two thousand 
were bv profession and the remainder by letter. From several churches 
entered on the schedule no returns have been received. Were the re- 
turns complete, the whole number of communicants in the State would 
probably vary but little from twenty thousand, which is about one four 
teenth of the whole population. Surely there remaineth much land in 
New Hampshire yet to be possessed. 

The fruits oi these recent revivals, as well as those of former years, 
are becominj^ more and more manifest in a steadily increasing interest in 
the cause of^christian benevolence, in Sabbath scnools and Bible classes, 
Concerts of prayer. Maternal Associations and the Temperance reform. 
Most of our churches are in nractice, and very many of them are in 
name and form Temperance Churches. For a professor of religion to. 
manufacture, sell or drink ardent spirit is almost universally regarded as 
a reproach upon his moral and christian cliarrcter. 

It is peculiarly' gratifying to learn that in different sections ofthe State- 
God is hopefully converting and inclining towards the christian ministry 
a greater number of our young men than heretofore, and that increasing 
ettorts are making by the churches to multiply laborers in the gospel vine- 
yard. And it is matter of the most devout gratitude, that Dartmouth 
College and some of the academies and high schools in the State have 
been visited by the special influences ofthe Holy Sjurit. 

Although not favored, as last year, with a delegation from the 
mother country, our correspondence with the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, embracing two hundred and fifty thousand commu- 
nicants, spread over every State in the Union except New England, and 
with other bodies similar to our own in the New England States, contin- 
ues to be pleasant, interesting and refreshing. They all report extensive 
revivals of reli»jion as having been enjoyed within their bounds the last 
year: and the cause of truth and piety, of sobriety and christian benevo- 
lence seems to have advanced, if not equally with some former years, yet 
in a manner and to a degree that demands everlasting gratitude to God; 
and should strengthen the faith, encourage the hopes and increase the 
zeal and activity in doing good, of all that love Zion and pray for her 
prosperity. 



No. II. 



The committee to whom was referred the inquiry whether any thing 
can be done to excite the attention of the churches to baptized children 
and to a revival of the use of the Shorter Catechism report. 

That in their judgment the interesting relation which is sustained 
by baptised children to the visible church of Christ, and the duties in- 
volved in that relation ought to be made a more fk'equeot subject of 
ihought, of prayer, and public discussion. The consideration that in- 



12 

(ant baptism is not included among the fundamental duties of Christianity 
has pronably operated as a reason why its real importance has not been 
duly set forth. 

But as pedobaptidts we cannot — we dare not treat this sacred in- 
stitntion as one of small moment. We believe it an appointment of hea- 
ven — that it was devoutly regarded as such bv every cnristian fraternity, 
for a period of near twelve hundred years — that it was designed to an- 
swer the all important purpose of training up a generation for God. We 
believe it eminently useiul as a standing meniorial of ftindamental truths, 
as a remembrancer of impartial duties, and aa ergent motive to their 
faiihAil performance. It reminds us that Oad*a mcious purpose respec- 
ting the children of believers has never been abrogated, — that children 
sustain the same relation to their pious parents, now, as in the days of 
the Patriarchs — that it is as much the mmd of God at present, as at any 
former period, that they should be piously consecrated to him. 

This sacred rite teaches very significantly that children are the sub- 
jects of moral pollution, — that a purification from the inherent depravity 
of their nature is an indispensible qualification for the happiness of hea- 
ven. 

It also reminds the christian parent whenever he witnesses its ad- 
ministration, that it is his imperious duty to train up his children for 
God and religion, by instructing them in the doctrines and precepts of 
his word, by paternal example and praver, by bringing them within the 
q>here of inose divine influences, which if cherish^, must exert a sav- 
ing efficacy. Through the medium of this institution, God seems to say to 
those pious parents who present him the ofiering of their dear little ones, 
— ^take these children and nurse them for me. To you is committed the 
sacred trust of so cherishing these immortal plants, that they may fEour- 
ish and bear fruit forever in the paradise of God. These feeble lights it 
is yours to feed with the beaten oil of the sanctuary, that they may bum 
with a pure and lovely radiance before the throne of Heaven. 

Soch are some of the important truths and duties which the insti- 
tution of infant baptism is suited to impress. 

It must be vain to say that christian parents may understand the 
•une truths— feel the same obligations, and have sufficient motive to 
ikithfulness without the appointment of such an ordinance. The design 
of this institution is that these obligations may be felt more deeply and 
constantly. If God has a gracious purpose respecting his own children 
and their ofisprinff — a purpose luited to stimulate and encourage his 
people in the discharge of their sacred duties, and has instituted an ordi- 
nance in which this gracious purpose is represented aad its fulfilment 
pledged, it must be virtually charging him with foolishness to question 
Its utility. 

The objection adverted to might be ur^ed with equal propriety 
against the practice of adult baptism — against the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, and even a public profession of religion. Universal ex- 
perience is in favor of visible signs and tokens, as an efficient means of 
inculcating rehgious truth and duty. It is certainly kind in that God 
who knows our frame not only to give us liis word, but to make it famil- ' 
iar to our senses, to confirm it to our faith, and to impress it upon our 
memories by significant outward institutions. Such is the constitution 
of the mind that it is questionable whether the truths and dptiea of reli- 
gion could be inculcated with the necessary efficacy without the help of 
public ntee and obaervances. 
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As an iinportant means of exciting the attention of the churches to 
the subject of our consideration, your committee would respectfully sug- 
gest that it should be made a more frequent topick of public discus- 
sion. The venerable Dr. Dwight remarked in his system of theology, 
'* It is not unusual for ministers of the ffospel to devote twenty four 
sermons annually to the consideration of the Lord's Supper, twelve as 
preparatory lectures, and twelve on Sabbaths couserated to the admin- 
istration of this Sacrament On baptism at the same time ministers rare- 
ly preach. Why such • difference, is made between two institutions inves- 
ted with the same anthori^s solemnity and influence, I am unable to de- 
termme. But whatever mi^ be the ground of this distinction I am satis- 
fied it cannot be a good one. There is but loo much reason to believe that 
not only the children who have been baptized, but the parents also are 
in man^ instances lamentably ignorant of this institution, the truths 
which It declares, the duties which it involves, and the privileges which 
it confers. Were these things made more frequently subjects of preaching; 
were they clearly illustrated, and solemnly enforced, there is the best 
reason to believe that it would become a far richer and more extensive 
blessing to mankind." 

A^th the foregoing remarks of Dr. Dwight, your committee fully 
accord. They think them appropriate at present. There are unques- 
tionably many especially among the young, who in the outset of their 
christian profession have not had their minds directed at all to the subject 
of our consideration. It is an unexamined point. And in this state 
of want of knowledge and information they feel themselves unprepared 
to meet the new and startling objections which may be brought before 
their minds perhaps with much imposing confidence. £vils of this kind 
may be to a great extent obviated by making the subject of baptism a 
more frequent topick of public discussion. 

Tour committee would also suggest the expediency that pastors hold 
occasional meetings with their respective churches and baptized children 
for the purpose of prayer tor covenant blessings, and mutual conversa- 
tion on the nature of this sacred institution and the duties involved in 
Its observance. 

In respect to reviving the use of the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, your 
committee would express their full conviction that some judicious summa- 
ry of christian doctrine ought to be retained for the systematic instruc- 
tion of children and others in the all important truths of God's word. 
And we know none extant which can with more safety or propriety be 
recommended than the well known Manual which has been in use for 
this purpose from the days of our Pilgrim Fathers almost to the present 
time! The celebrated Westminster Assembly to whom we are indebted 
for this standard of faith was composed of men of the most profound 
erudition and piety. Baxter, who knew most of them, expresses an 
opimon that '*the christian world since the days of the Apostles had 
never a Synod of more excellent divines than this Synod, and the Sy- 
nod of Dort." 

We think that the platform of Jaith which they have given to the 
world is a standing evidence at the present day, that high commendation 
has not been unworthily bestowed. The Shorter Catechism contains a 
condensed model for the instruction of the young and the aged in 
the pure doctrines of the Reformation. Its praise has long been known in 
our churches, and experiment has evinced its utility as a valuable com- 
pend of scriptural truth. Many can now stand forth as living witnesies 
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of its practical worth, as an instrument in tlirectin{( them to the Saviour 
of men, or ol building them up in the faith and order of the Gospel. If 
there are forms of expression or even particular thoughts which might 
be given up with advantage, or modified for the better, we are far from 
thinking them so exceptionable as to darken or discolour this little com- 
|iendium as a whole. We are happy to learn that it has been recently 
introduced into some of our Sabbath Schools ; and apparently with de- 
sirable results. And your committee would respectfully submit the in- 
Jiuiry, whether the long approved practice of Catechetical instruction 
rom this accredited standard, might not. and ongbt not to find a place 
within the inclosu re of our Sabbath Schools. We would express no 
opinion in reference to 8|)ecial or peculiar circumstances, but having 
suggested the inquiry we would commit the whole subject to the wisdom 
and discretion o/^ individual pastors and churches. 

In behalf of the Committee, DANA CLAYES. 



No. Ill 



PASTORAL ADDRESS. 

The General Association of JWtr Hampshire to the Churches under their 
care. ** Watch ye, stand fast in the faith; quit you like men, be 
strong,** 

Beloved Brethren, — Being favored by the goodnen of God,to meet oo anoih- 
er a nniversary, we present yoa oor Salatation; in order that we may expresp 
onr ardent desiroythat yoar vpirilaal interests may be promoted,and the glory of oar 
Divine Redeemer may be extended in the workl. And oar prayer to God i« — '*that 
the promise to yoo and to yoar Children'* — may be fully accomplished. Though 
h be apparent by the report! of the Churches, that devotedness to the world and 
deadneas to the interests of *CbriBt'f Kingdom ,**are heheld'io an alarming extent an 
obstacles in the way of the Gospel, — still we are cheered onward in onr labors 
by the refreshing intelligence, that the Lord in the abundance of bis mercy has 
seen fit to pour out of his Holy Spirit, on quite a considerable portion of the 
Cburehes of onr Beloved Zion,--in the coarse of the past year. Now as the 
Cbarchea* prosperity in this world neither consjjits in the splendour of its temples, 
the crowded assemblage of its worehippcrs,nor in the eloquence 'of its preachers; 
but in the faith, hope, spiriiual consolation, and the abounding charity of 
its members: in order therefore that these important objects, may be farther ad- 
vanced among you; we would claim your particular atiention, deariy beloved, 
while we endeavor to set before you the following considerations: 

We exhort yoo then, to be diluent and constant in voor attendance, on the 
preaching of the Gospel. This duty with Christians ought not to be the result of 
local or occasional excitement; nor should their religion be of that irregular or 
spasmodic eharacter, which appears to be current at the present day. You will be 
found regulariy in your place in the bouse of God, not because a Whitefiold oc- 
cupies the desk; but because God has promised to meet you there, for *'the Lord 
loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.*' Christians, tbero- 
fore, will esteem the regular ministrations of the word, the means of drawing forth 
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those devotional feelioffs of the heart which in the coarte of life will prove the 
M>aree of jojfal conBofotion — "they shall draw water oat of the welli of salva- 
tion.*' And thus alito yon shall obtain increased knowledge of the mysteries of the 
Chriitian faith; and so **become wise anto salvation, throogh faith which is in 
Christ Jesus." Bat beloved, there are many Christians at tlus present day, who 
think it enough if they can hear for themselves with some proBt; be assured, how- 
ever,that this was not the state of things, in the primitive Churches. Every Church 
was then a Seminary, in which provision and preparation were made; not only for 
the continuation of the preaching of the Gospel in itself, but for the collecting and 
teaching of other Churcnei a|eo. And so they continued to attend on the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, until they were qnali6ed for office; and afterwards became over- 
seers, and instrocters, in the Churches in various parts of the world. 

But farther, we would al«o exhort yon to maintain the communion of saints;— 
by means of social religious intercourse. Christians should not only worship God 
by forms of the same order, bat they ought also to cultivato a spirit of mutual af- 
fection for each other; conversing much together, accompanied with a spirit of 
fervent prayer, to the great Head of the Church. When they have actually sepa- 
rated themselves from the world , Christians must not on the one hand retire into 
places of concealment like herrnit8,and so be cat off from all opportunities of perso- 
nal intercourse ;but on the contrary they will esteem it a great privilege,t6 meet of- 
ten together in the praying circle. Between believers, a real union of feeling'ond 
sentiment will thus arise; a union which they will owe, to abouniling sovereign 
grace. They are chosen by one sovereign act of God, and rejoice together in the 
bosom of his eternal love, they are joined to Christ by one spirit and are the mem- 
bers of his mystical body. This union should be ever kept in the mind and if felt 
and realized, will excite the teuderest affections and the kindest sympathies in the 
breasts of believers for each other, and their prayers together though many will be 
as the utterance of one soul. 

Let the peace of the church bo constantly nn object of your particular solici- 
tude. Sa}s the apostle Paul, ** endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.*' JEndeavorinf^ is a scripture mode of expression ; we must do 
our utmost, if others will quarrel with us we must take all possible care not to quar- 
rel with them. ,If others will hate and despise us, we must not hate and despise 
them. Tt is true, there i^ a contention about religion and religious truth which is 
a duty. In which case, christians are to contend for the faith, earnestly, but with 
n sedate itiind ; full of charity, kmdness and benignity, toward** those with whom 
they strive. That warmth of Theological controversy which exists at the present 
day in the churches, in many parts of our country ; appears to depend upon 
a mistaken regard to the relative importance of different truths. A truth is 
sometimes thought to be fundamental, simply because it appears to he connected 
with the christian system so that its rejection may lead to the rejection of the 
whole. The same is no doubt the case in regard to moral truth. Suppose 
then that some mere trifle leads to the revolution of a nation ; shall we consider 
it as an event of the same consequence as the result ? By no means. It is so 
in some sense, but not in common language. But there is a manifest differ- 
ence in the eflTects. between the contentions of the church against its enemies from 
without, and contention within itself. The former unite it the more, increase its 
strength and vigor, the latterdivide and enfeeble it. The influence of those .traths of 
the Gospel, which afford more proper nutriment to the soul and to the christian life,is 
Io3t by tnis disputative genius of the present age. Let it be therefore, dear christiu 
brethren, your constant aim and object in all your conduct towards each other— 
how different soever your sentiments and practices may be in matters of an 
indifferent nature — to endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit ; — that onity of 
heart' and affection which becomes those who are regenerated by one spirit, 
acting on them all and forming them into one body, joining them thos togetli- 
er in the bond of peace. 

But furthermore and above all things, let personal religran, have a prom- 



16 

iiMnt place, at an object of year attention. Eeligioni feeling is moalty a re- 
anlt of commonion with God ; and in the christian these constitate the aabetanee 
of personal holiness. Let individaal christians therefore cherish and enjoj, all 
the enerxj of feeling which God is ever ready to impart ; even to being filled 
with all his fulness, and what a sublime spectacle would the church present to 
the world ? " Fair as the moon ; clear as the sun ; and terrible as an army of 
banners.'* An individual christian with these feelings within him, could no more 
keep silence, than ** one could endure fire, shut up in his bones.*' Religious 
feeling, or ibe life of God in the soul inspires delight in the cross of Christ, 
induces self-denial, disdains conformity to the world, dreads unavoidable associ- 
ations with the ungodly and ambitious, seeks retirement and glories in con- 
stantly bearing about in the " body the dying of the Lord Jesus.** 

Connected with personal holiness, we consider christian benevolence anoth- 
er most interesting feature of the disciple of Jesos. There is nothing in which 
believers so much resemble the inage of Christ himself ; there can be nothing 
in the character of the children of God whatever, by which they so nearly 
compare with the master of the household. The church is in all ages a mie- 
aionary society. And the men of the world may seek their pleasure, in the 
possession of wealth and power, and they may forego the hopes of Heaven ; 
Mt the church in the exercise of a spirit of expansive benevolence, is Tet destined 
to bless the unnumbered millions of the earth, with thelmowledgeof the tmthand 
the felicities of Heaven. 

Therefore in the exercise of this spirit of benevolenco, let it be your privilecefelk>w 
ehrtttians,to light up the torch of truth at the altar of mercy, and go forth with what- 
•?tr means yon possess in the honorable employment of doing good. Here yon 
may be instrumental in rescuing multitudes of youth and chiklren — from the shades 
pf wnorance and rice which are the precursors of the second death; jou may in 
the hands of God become the honored instruments of instructing the mmds of ma^ 
nv of the risinff generation, so that by their means the dancers of civil discord and 
dissensions shall be averted, and the palladium of our liberties secured against the 
intrigues of some aspiring tyrant in aAer times. There also you may by your be- 
nevolent exertions in behalf of the benighted heathen give a tone and energy to 
the cause of Missions which may be felt forages to come; and by your prayers fbr 
a blessing on these great purposes and objects of Heaven in aid of the destitute and 
perishing — you may hasten the era of the worid's redemption and the univefaal 
jubilee of heaven on aoeountof the release of our fallen world. Be not distutbed 
by the apparent hindrances which seem to arise; let not the clouds of error and 
eorruptwn on the pan of the wicked,nor of unbelief on Uiat of some of thep r o fe sse d 
dieciples of Christ, be the means of cheeking your seal or weakening your faith. 
"But be ye strong in the Lord, and in the power of hie might.'* 
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60 



00 



Credit brought over 

Add balance of last year 
Balance due the Treasurer 



$64 
56 



60 
25 



8 
1 



35 
33 



$9 68 



Cr. 

By rec'd of HaTerhillAssociation $3 00 

Piscataqua 6 75 

Deerfield IS 00 

Hopkinton 6 00 

Union 4 50 

Monadnock 8 00 

Caledonia 2 50 

Orange 2 50 

HoUis 3 50 

Sullivan 3 50 

Lancaster 50 

Harmony 2 50 



$56 25 

N. B. Monies were received at the late anniversary at Plymouth, to pay 
this balance and part of the printer's bill for this year. 

Pembroke, October, 1835. 

I hereby certify tiiat I have examined the account of the Treasurer of the 
General Association, and find it well vouched and correctly cast. 

Concord, Oct. 16, 1835. N. BOUTON, Auditor. 
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MINUTES. 



August 31, 1836. 

TheGBNSAAL AtsociATioir of New-Hampshire convened at the Con- 
gre^tional Meeting House at Ezetert and was opened by a Mrmon from the 
Rot. Nathan Lord, D. D.— Text 2 Tim. 3:16,17. 

The following delegatea presented their certiScates, viz — from 



Caledonitf Association, 
Deerfteld Association, 

Derry Association, 

Harmon/ Association, 

HoUk Aasoeiation, 

Hopkinton Association, 

Lancaster Association, 
Monadneek Association, 



Rbv. CHARiiKs W. Richardson. 

JOSIAH CaRPKNTKR. 

Enoch Corser. 

Edward L. Parksr. 
Cai«vin Cutler. 

George Pctnchard. 
John S. Winter. 

Leonard Jbwett. 
David Perrt. 

Abraham Bodwell. 
Salmon Bennett. 



•« 

cc 
<« 

<< 
•< 

(C 

c< 
cc 



cc 



cc 
cc 



Piscataqoa Association, 
SoUivao Association, 

Union Association, 

Gen. Association of Mass. 



(C 

cc 
<( 

cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 



Gen. Conference of Maine, ** 

cc 



Z. S. Barstow. 
Darwin Adams. 

David Root. 

|Eli W. Taylor 
Tertius D. Soutkworth. 

Silas Aiken. 
Ezra Jones. 

Thomas Snell, D. D. 
Joseph L, Mills. 

D. P. Smith. 
Clement Parker. 

Evangelical Association, R.I.*' Grin Fowler. 

Gen. Convention of Vt. . ** WiLLrAM A. Chapin. 

Rev. JOHN H. CHURCH, D. D. Secretary. 
" ABRAHAM BURNHAM, Treasurer. 
•* JOHN SMITH, Minister of the place. 

The Association was organized by choosing Rev. Silas Aiken, 

Moderator, Rev. Tertias D. Southworth, Scribe, and Rev. £. L. 

Parker, naistant Scribe ; and it was opened with prayer by the 

Moderator. 

The rules of the Association were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. Messrs. Barstow, Cutler and Perry were appointed a com 
mittee of nomination. 

Adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock, P. M. 



Met aceordingr to adjoarnmeDt. 

Rev. Messrs. Punchar^, D. Adams, Root, Dr. Snell,and W. A, 
Phapin were appointed a coxninittee to take minutes of the narra- 
tives and prepare a report on the state of religion. 

Rev. Messrs. Barstow, Bod weJl and Fowler were appointed a 
committee to report on measures to promote the sanctification of 
tbeSabhath. 

The Fullowing brethren were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of ministers travelling beyond the limits of the state, vis. 
Rev. Messrs. Drury Fairbanks Jonathan Cdrtis, John H. Church, 
D. D.jAmosW. Burnham, Nathaniel Bouton, Phineas Cook, 
George Punchard; Nathan Lord, D. D., John Woods, Silas Aiken 
and Z. S. Barstow. 

Rev. Messrs. Church, £. L. Parker, and Snell were appointed a 
committee to report on measures to preserve to the peace of our So- 
cieties and the purity of their faith and practice. 

To this committee was referred an overture of the Union Asso* 
ciation in relation to the subject of evangelists in our churches. 

Rev. Mr* Tenney read the pastoral address, which was ac- 
cepted and referred to the publiiihing committee to be printed 
with such alterations as they shall see fit. 

Rev. Silas Aiken and Rev. Ezra Jones were appointed to pre- 
pare a pastoral address. 

Voted that the annual meeting of the New-Hampshire General 
Association be held on the fourth Tuesday of August. 

Rev. Messrs. Cutler, Corser and Fowler were appointed a com- 
mittee to draft resolutions respecting the subject of peace. 
Commenced hearing the narratives of the state of religion . 
Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 



Sept. 1 . — Met according to adjournment. Opened with prayer. 

|lev. Messrs. Corser, Uodwell aud Root were appointed to nomi- 
nate the place of the next meeting of the Gen. Association and the 
Association to provide a preacher. 

Rev. Mess.rs. Soulhworth, Parker, and J. Woods were appointed 
a committee of publication. 

The next meeting of the General Association was appointed to 
be holden at the Congregational Meeting House in Claremont The 
Deerfield Association are requested to appoint ihe preacher. 

Rev. Messrs. Bod well. Richardson and Perry were appointed a 
committee to receive an overture from the Hopkinton Association 
respecting the equalising of the representation from the district 
Association*", and report thereon. 



The committee appointed to nominate delegaten to foreign bodies 
made the following report which was accepted and adopted as fol- 
lows, viz: 

To the General AMembly of tlie Preibytenan Chareh. 

Rer AUSTIN RICHARDS. Delegate. 
" ISAAC HURD, Subftiiute 

To tlie General Asiociation of Masnchosetti. 

Rer. MOSES GEROULD, > n.u«if- 

V EDWIN JKNNISON.J **"^ • 

«• LEONARD J EWETT, >Sab8ti. 
'< JOHN SABIN. 5 totes. 

To the General Aeeociation or Coonecticat, 

9eT. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, ) Dele- 
•< S.W.CLARK, 5satee'. 

" S.LEE. )SDbetJ. 

" J. WELLMAN. 5 tutei. 

To the General Convention of Vermont. 

R«v. EZRA JONES, > Dele- 
•^ DARWIN ADAMS, 5 gates. 

- T. D. 80UTHW0RTH, > Substi- 
<• JONATHAN McGEE, $ tutes. 

To the. Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Istam^ 

Rev. A. W. BURNH AM, ) Defe- 
«• JOSEPH MARSH, f gates. 

" MOSES KIMBALL, )Siifasti- 

V B. F FOSTER. $ tutes- 

To the General Conference of Maine. 

Rev. SALMON BENNETT, > riele- 
•• JOSHUA DODGE, J gates. 

" DAVID PERRY, > Sobsti- 
'< SILAS AIKEN, $ tutes. 

Rer. Messrs. Church, Root, Burgess, McGee and Professor Had-, 
duck were appointed a committee to confer with committees from 
the boards of Gilmanton and of Plymouth Academies respecting 
the establish meut of but one Theological Institution in the State. 

The Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund reported, which 
was accepted and adopted, as follows. 

That they held their annual meeting at Rev. Mr. Bouton*8, Con- 
cord, June f, heard and accepted the Treasurer's Report, elected 
the following officers: Rev. N. Bouton, President, Rev. A. Born- 
ham, Secretary, Stephen Ambrose, Esq. Treasurer, Rev. Mr. Bou- 
ton, Samuel Fletcher, Esq. Auditors; chose the President, Secreta- 
ry, and Treasurer, Executive Committee, heard and accepted Re- 
ports of Committees, and made report to the Pastoral Convention, 
which was accepted — The appropriations have been 91 SO, $dO to 
each of the following widows, viz: Patty Walker, Mary Kidder, 
Mary Flint, Betsey Hull, Mary Pillsbury, and Hannah Thayer. 
M.S. Kidder i^ now deceased. 



Rev. Messra. Church, Parker and Co tier* were appointed a com- 
mittee to rerise the rules of the Association and report at* the next 
meeting. 

The committee appointed to report on the representation of dis- 
trict Associations to this body, reported, which report was accep- 
ted and adopted, as a standing rule. 
Every Association shall be entitled to send one delegate. 
Every Association containing 7 members send two delegates. 
" «* " 15 " send 5 delegates. 

«' " " 20 " send 4 delegates. 

The committee appointed to report on measures for the better 
sanctification of the Sabbaih, reported, which report was accepted 
and adopted, and is as follows: 

That in their opinion there is need of a thorough discussion of 
. principles in relation to God's day ; that christians should be made 
to see the evil effects of their worldly conversation, and reading of 
frivolous journals upon the Sabbath ; that the sons of Levi should 
purify themselves and then sanctify the Congregation of Is* 
rael ; and that efforts should be made to call out to meeting those 
who now attend at no place of worship. 

Besides, there is need of discussing first principles, and showing 
that ihtrt 18 a Sabbathy which is not to be thrown away with the 
beggarly elements of the Mosaic Ritual ; and that it is of perpetual 
obligation; — that as a national and temporal benefit the Sabbath is 
of immense consequence to liberty and human welfare ; and that 
a spiritual and holy Sabbath is not to be expected, if the outward 
observance oi one day in seven be abandoned, therefore 

Resolved that is expedient to call a convention at some conven- 
ient time and place, where all those topics may he discussed in such 
a manner as that all the friends of religion and of liberty shall throw 
their influence upon the side of that institution which God has de- 
clared to be a sign between him and his people in all generations. 

Rev. Messrs. Root, Church, and Bouton were appointed a com- 
mittee to designate a place and time for a convention in relation to 
sanctification of the Sabbath. 

The narratives oi the state of religion were resumed and conclu- 
ded. 

The General Association then gave place to the meeting of the 
New-Hampshire Branch of the American Education Society. 

Adjoorned to meet at 2 o'clock P. M. 



Tvro o'clock P. M. — Met according to adjournment. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of peace^ sub- 
mitted the following report, which was ou motion accepted and ad- 
opted — viz. 

Resolved, That the promises of God render the ultimate preva- 
lence of peace over the whole earth absolutely certain ; that this 
glorious result can never be realized without the use of appropriate 
means ; that christians are sacredly bound to use these means, and 
implore upon them the blessings of the God oi Peace. 

9. That the pacific principles of the gospel, as the only anti- 
dote to the strife of individuals and nations ought, like all the 
other principles of the gospel, to be inculcated by every minister, 
and put in practice by every christian, as an integral part of our 
religion. 

i. That the causa of Peace, as an auxiliary to every other en- 
t«rprize of christian benevolence or reform, deserves a cordial and 
vigorous support from all the friends of God and man. 

4. That we commend this cause anew to the prayers and pat- 
ronage of the christian community, and recommend to ail in our 
connexion a compliance with the request of the Am. Peace Society, 
that ministers of the gospel preach on the subject of peace at least 
once every yemr^ — and that the churches observe the Annual Con- 
cert of Prayer on or near the 35th of Dec. for the universal preva- 
lence of peace, and contribute at the same time to aid the cause. 

Rer. Mr. Rankin, Secretary and Agent of the N. H. State 
Temperance Society, submitted the following resolutions which 
on motion were accepted and adopted — viz. 

Resolved, That this body recognize and recommend for universal 
adoption, the principle of abstinence from the manufacture, sale 
and use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage. 

Redolved, That as the Am. Temperance Society have embodied 
the principles and facts concerning the nature and effects of intoxi- 
cating liquor, which for ten years they have been collecting, in a 
volume of permanent documents, to be put as far as practicable, in- 
fo the hands of all professional men,teachers of youth, and educated 
young men in our country ; and that as they have embodied ex- 
tracts fVom the above mentioned work, for the use of the young 
men in the United States, designed to be put into every familyy we 
wouM reeommend to all friends of humanity to assist them in all 
suitable ways in carrying the above mentioned plans into full etx- 
cemion. 

Rev. Abraham Burnham was appointed^TrcMurer of the >0e»- 
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enil Association for the year easuing — and Rev. Mr. Beaton Aa- 
ditor. 

Voted, that the tax for the current yeiar upon each member in 
Connexion with the General Association, be seventy-five cents. 

Rev. Messrs. Punchard and Winter were appointed a commit- 
iee to examine into the state of the funds of the Association and 
report tu-morrow morning. 

Rev. Mr. Holt was by vote of Association, allowed to addreis 
the Assembly on the subject of foreign missions. 
*The Association gave place to the annual meeting of the N. H. 
Bible Society. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock^ 



'ithursday Sept. 3 — 8 o'clock. Met agreeably to adjontsment. 
Opened with prayer. 

The following resolution was submitted by the Rev. Dr. Cogs- 
well, Secretary of the American Education Society, which 
was adopted — viz. That^ the ministers connected with the 
General Association be requested to mention in their statistical re- 
turns annually made to thiq body, the number of young men in 
their churches under 85 years of age, and also the nomber prepar- 
ing for the ministry. 

Voted that the thanks of this Association be* presented to Rev. 
Messrs. Smith and Hurd, and through them to iheir respective 
Societies, for their kindness, &c. 

The committee appointed to report on measures to preserve the 

peace of our societies and the purity of their faith and practice, and 

to whom an overture from the Union Association on the subject of 

Evangeiism, was referred — submitted the following report, which 

on being read was on motion laid on the table — That the N. H. 

Missionary Society might hold their annual meeting. 

I'he pastoral office is of high account with God and desigrned to 
to produce glorious results in the kingdom of his grace. It is not 
only designed for reconciling guilty men to himself through the 
oiMiation of his Son, but also for the perfecting of the Saints, and 
for edifying the body of Christ, tilt they all come in the unity of the 
fkith and a( the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
QDto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.; and be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with everv wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men andjcunning craftiness, wherebv 
they lie in wait to deceive ; but b^ hearing and speaking the trntn 
in love, may grow up into Christ in all things, as their ever living 
Hc«d. The relation formed between a pastor and his church is an- 
alagous to that formed by marriage. As a young man marrieth a 
virffin, so shall thy sons marry thee. It is therefore of a sacred 
and permanent character. It requires the cultivation of mvtnal and 
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lasting eBteera and afTection. 1 his will depend on an intimaU 
acquaintance, on reciprocal expret^sions of confidence, and on th« 
•continued performance of all the appropriate duties ofthe pastorft 
of the members of his flock. He should bear them constantly oil 
his heart, and they should esteem him very highly in love for his 
'work's sake. And every thing should be deprecated and mosttth 
siduously guarded against, which tends to destroy or even weaken 
this mutual attachment and confidence. Therefore, 

Resolved, that while thisAssociaiion wholly disclaim ecclesiasti- 
cal power or authority over the churches, or the opinions of individ- 
uals, and would freely allow all their brethren the right of private 
judgment, they would respectfully advise and affectionately beseech 
their brethren in the ministry and the members of our churches to 
be duly cautious and vigilant resoecting' every thing which may 
disturb the peace and harmony of^ the churches, impair their affec- 
tion and esteem for their pastors and counteract the tegitimale in- 
fluence and good effect of their ministrations. 

On motion adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock P. M. 

Two o'elock — Met agreeably to adjournment. 

The report ofthe committee on measures respecting the peace 
and parity ot our churches was on motion taken op— amended and 
adopted. 

The committee appointed to investigate the state of the fnnds of 
this body, were on motion discharged. 

Rev. Mr. Jones was excused from further attendance on this bo- 
dy. The business of the Association was suspended until afler 
the public exercises. 

The committee appointed to confer with committees from the 
boards of Giimanton and Plymouth Seminaries on the subject of 
having but one Theological Institution in the State— sabmitted the 
report, which was on motion recommitted. 

The committee ap{>ointed to designate a place and time for the 
calling of a Convention to consider and adopt measures for the 
better sanctification of the Sabb«ih— being unable to report at the 
present time, were alloirrd discretionary power to call sneh conven- 
tion. 

Voted that the Rev. £. L. Parker and Rev. I. Will^ be added 

to this committee. 
Adjourned iine die. 

SILAS AIE£N> Modetiior. 

T. D. SOCJTHWORTH, Scribe, 

E. L. PARKER, Jb$Utant Scribe. 
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NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELlGIOiV \VIT^^ 
IN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIA- 
TION OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE,— AiGtsT 81, 1836. 

Thidtieneral Association onihraces 13 district Associations. From 
three we have no olHcial reports. Those reported contain 140chhs. 
189 miaister-4, and 15018 cliurch members. Whole number of chhs. 
175. The reports !Vom local Associations are of* a mixed charaC' 
ter. Most of (hem mention some things that are encouraging ; and 
not a few present facts of a discouraging; nature. We are told that 
religion has declined in many places; that a .spirit of worldfy mind- 
edaess has crept into the churches — and that the love of many has 
waxed cold. We hear of several churches which are entirely des- 
titute or the preached gospel— of many others that are bat partial- 
ly supplied with the ministry al*the word: 4 or 5 churches are re- 
l>orted as either having recently expired,oras now being at the point 
of death — starved or starving by the famine of the bread of life for 
which thev have long been suffering. Some of them were formerly 
large and nourishing churches. On some parts ofthc wall the strength 
of the bearers of burdens has decayed while there is still much rub- 
b'lah — the wall lies in ruins, and over it the organized forces of the 
enemy are coming in like a flood. Death and other causes have 
removed from oar churches (reported) nearly 600 members. About 
half as nvany as all additions. There is, however, a bright side of 
this picture. Though no very ei tensive and powerful revivals 
have refreshed whole sections of our State, as in some former 
vears, still we have occasion to rejoice that God has not forgotten to 
be gracious. The Spirit of the Lord has lifted up a standard. The 
hearts of many of the King's enemies have been turned to be his 
friendsw 

Nearly every Association reports that some revivals have been 
enjoyed during the year. Some of these have been of a very intereeT- 
ting charaeler. As the fruits of these revivals more than 1300 souls 
have been added to our churches— others are yet to be received. A- 
mong these are a considerable number of youth. 

The intelligence respecting the Sabbath School and Bible Class 
<imtise h of an unusually cheering character. An increasing in-* 
terett seems to be manifested in this sort of instruction. In many 
places, within our limits nearly the whole of the congregation on 
the Sabbath are found in the Sabbath School and BibU Class. And 
aome of these congregations are quite large. 
^ Ona Association reports the existence of 17 Maternal Associa- 
tions within its bounds, — and mentions the hopeful conversion of a 
considerable number of children connected with these Associations. 

The cause of Temperance is no where supposed to be declining. 
Id raany towns it has made decided progress during the year. Our 
churches seem to be embracing the safe and wholesome doctrine*— 
that christians ought to abstain from all intoxicating drink— by 
Whatever name it may be called. 

Another cheering fact in the history of the past, year is, that min- 
ifters and churches in our denomination have very extensively en- 
tered into the work of distributing the bound volumes of the Amer- 
ican Tract Society. Immense good mav be confidently expected 
to ratult from thsae eSorU. 
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A good decree of interest in the benevolent enterprizet of th# 
day, neems to be felt by our churches. The charitable coatribu- 
tfons of the past year, though much less than they ought lo be, are 
sufficient to indicate considerable interest in the various objects 
of christian charity; « .. . -^ 

The reports frora the foreign bodies which are in correspondenc* 
with this Association are of the same general character as our own. 

In the report from the General Association of Massachusetta, 
there are evils deplored; and there are blessings arknowledged: 13 
or 14 of the 22 district Associations in that state, have enjoyed re« 
vivals during the year. Two of iheir three Colleges have been 
blessed with the refreshing influences of divine grace. Sabbath 
Schools are exciting much interest, and receiving much attention. 

Temperance is gaining friends and advocates. Pour entire Coun* 
ties are free from the reproach of one licensed retailer of ardent 
spirit. 

From Maine we learn that entire harmony prevails among the 
188 churches, and 131 pastors. The cause of ^Domestic Missiont 
is receiving a good degree of attention and patronage, about 1100 
dollars having been contributed for iisaid during the year. Between 
20 and 30 towns have enjoyed interesting revivals. The cause of 
Christ is making progress, although much land remains yet to bo 
possessed. 

From Rhode Island the intelligence communicated is animating. 
Although there are only 16 churches of our denomination io that 
State, and IS ministers, we learn that there are more than 9000 
connected with their churches; — that 8 new houses for public wor- 
ship have been recently erected,aud 7 new churches organized. That 
their Sabbath Schools are numerously attended-^ containing 8500 
scholars. A single school is mentioned with 800 tnemhers. Threb 
or 4 revivals of religion have blessed the State during the past year. 
50 hopeful conversions are reported from a single Sabbath School. 

The delegate from Vermont reports that though no general in-* 
terest in the subject of religion has pervaded the State, several re- 
vivals have been enjoyed during the year. About 2000 have been 
added to the churches. Of the whole number of churches, (305) 
about 40 churches are destitute of the. ministry of the word, and 
about half of slated pastors. 

This brief summary of the narratives ofthc state (^f religion within 
our borders suggests cause for humiliation on the part of all theehhs. 
and pastors of our Associatiiins, and should lead to the anxious in- 
quiry,^ why has God withheld from u^t th(ise copious showers of 
divine influence with which He ha^ in pa^t years refreshed the N^ 
E. Churches! Doubtless our sins have separated between us and 
oar God, and our iniquities have hid his face from us that he will 
not hear. 

At the same time we have occasion to rejoice in the evidence that 
"his mercies are not cl >an gone forever,*' — that he has not forgot- 
ten to be gracious. 

The evidence before us of his faithfulness ii his promises, and 
his readiness to ht-ar prayer and bless exertions to build up Ziou, 
should induce us all to homble ourselves before him on account of 
our past wanderings from him—and to take hold on the work as- 
signed with renewed strength and zeal. 



PASTORAL ADDRESS 

€fiht General Association of ^evc- Hampshire, h Ihe Chw^cher 

under their care. 



BftLOYio Brethren : 

Prompted by an afTectionate d^^ire for your spiritual welfare, 
we have been accustomed,. Tfom year to year, to send you a letter 
on luoh points ns we deemed, for the time, roost important. Among 
t^e great variety of lopicks which present them to our minds, as 
important to the present interests of Zion, we select that of in- 
creased attention to spiritual religion as the subject of our letter at 
thifHicDf;, 

Exposet), as you are, to be excited and carried away by the spirit, 
o( worldly speculation and enterprize, which rages around you; knd 
bound as you are to share promptly and fully in all the active efforts 
of ihe preaeni day for the moral renovation of the world, you are 
IB tpecial danger of neglecting to '* keep your hearts with all dili- 
gence." Indevd, the reports which we have now received of th^ 
spiritual condition of our churches, evince, that, in many of them, 
reliffion is lamentably low. 

Will you not bear with us then, Brethren, while we aa your 
apiritoal guides, most affectionately exhort you to " walk in the 
spirit, and. ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh,*' — to seek to " be 
renews day by day,'* and to fan the flame which the graqe of God 
has enkindled within you? *' Be watchful every one of you over 
the state of his own soul in respect to communion with (fpd hy the 
ifulwelling of the spirit." See to it, that ye dwell in the secret, 
place of tne Most High. Be not satisfled with any thing merelv ex- 
ternal, however blameless and fair. But crucify the flesh witn the 
aflfections and lusts; and daily b ar, *^ Tfie fruit of the spirit, which, 
it ]ov;f, jpy, peace, long-sufTering, gentleness, goodness, nieekness. 
and temperance. 

If you would be enabled to do this, it is important, 

1-. Th^t you let the word of God dwell in you richly, in all 
wiaabm. One petition of the Saviour's last prayer for his disciples, 
was, ''Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth." It is 
the system of truth revealed in the Bible of which the Holy Ghost 
roakesuse, in regulating our lives and Banclilying our hearts. And 
we are to remember that it i« the truth, already brought before the 
mind, which he uses for this purpose. We must send the gospel 
to the heathen and they must hear it liefore God will convert and 
save them. It must be presented to the mind before the mind 
will be aflfected by it. And it is the same with us. It is not the 
appropriate work of the Spirit to hear and read, or think and talk 
about the truth for us. This is our business. " Faith comethby 
hearing." And it was when David <<niused'Uhatthe*'flre.burned." 
It was when Je^us talked to r.he disciples *< bv the way*' to Em- 
qpiaus, and opened to them the Scripiurr», that their** hearts burned 
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within them." And it was by "giving: attendance unto reading," 
tliat Timothy was to make his pro .ng appear uato i^l men. So 
it mast be with U9. If we would be growing, lively and liappy 
christians, we must read and meditate upon the word dai^v, and 
hear and talk of its truths, at every proper opportunity; and do it 
all with devout dependance on God's blessing. This is his way of 
making eminent christians. And we may expect leanness of soul, 
il we do not walk in it. 

3. If you would be eminently spiritual, you must cherish di- 
vine influence. Thje scriptures represent the Spirit oi'God as dwel- 
ling in the heart o( every christian. His reig[n, however, will be 
more or less triumphant, as he is more or less desired. We may 
resist, and griexe tlu* Spirit; or invite and ciierish his precious in- 
fluence. If ou>r thoughts are impure — our desires sensual — our wills 
cnyielding, and our ways froward, we shall quench the Spirit^ and 
be left to walk in darkness. On the other.hand, if we maintain ». 
spiritual frame, invite his presence by continued prayer, and follow 
bis gentle and peaceful movings,we shall not seek him in vain. The. 
I}fe of God will be maintained in the soul, and we shall know by ho* 
)fy experience, that " to be spiritually minded is life and peace." 

S. Maintain union and fellowship with Christ. 

Believers are said to be in Christ, and to have a union with him,^^ 
like that of the limb to the body, and the branch, tp the vine. In^ 
respect to this union Christ says, " Ev;;ry branch in me that bear-. 
^1 not fruit, he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fVuit, 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.— As the branch, 
cannot bear, fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can, 
ye except ye abiJe in n)c. — He thatabidethin me and I in hrm, the 
same bringeih forth much fruit; for without me ye can do no- 
thing." Ail spiritual nouribhment and strength are derived from, 
him. " Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his., 
blood, ye have no* life in you." And this was so understood by the 
early christians. Says the Apostle, ** I am crucified with Christ; 
nevertheless I live; yet not 1, hut Christ liveth in roe: and the life 
which I now live Hi the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
tjrho loved me and gave himself for me." And it was the same 
with all other saints in his day! Their fellowship was with the 
Father, and hid Son Jesus Christ. He it was, who ** was made of. 
God unto them, wisdom, ritrhteousness, sanctiflcaiion and redemp- 
tion." And it was in 'beholding his face, that they were changed 
into the same image from glory to glory as by llie Spirit of the 
Lord. So it must be now. If we would ** live godly," it must be 
'* in Christ Jesus." He must be all and in all to us. * We ipust look 
to him, and be one with him. As he beautifuilj says, in his last 
prayer for his disciples, '* I in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be perfect in one." Y<fs, Brethren, this it is. The Father in the 
Son, and the Son in Hini, and we in tbrm. If this spiritual union 
take place; if the soul and Christ thus meet and coalesce, we should 
not only live, bu: we shouMconslantly know Iris love which passeth 
knowledge. 

We repeat then, Brethren, if you would maintain ipirilual rcli* 
^ton, and he eminently godly, you must meditate in the goo<i word 
of the liord day and nis^lit, you must pray in faith for the fulness 
of the Holy Ghosji, and set the Lord Jesus always before your face, 
an<l alwHy.< have him in vogr hearts. '* For if these iliings he in 
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you, and abound, they make you, that ye shall he neilher barren 
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And now, Brethren, if it be necessary to urge on you tbedpty of 
eminent personal holiness, we would invite you to think cf it, 6r8t| 
In connexion with your personal comfort. Past experience has 
taught you, that the world cannot be enjoyed without God. No 
real christian c:tn turn away from him for happiness, without feel- 
ing the rebukes of conscience, and the miseries of an outcaiit from 
his presence. Rut if ye seek him, he will be found of you*, and 
while with himself he gives you all things, the stranger shall not 
intermeddle with your joys. 

Again, your personal safety ia depending, under God, on the 
state of your hearts. If you are true christians, and are indulging 
a spiritless, worldly frame, God may not take his loving-kindness 
utterly from you. But he will vinit your transgressions with a rod, 
and your inicjuities with stripes. And if you are not christians, as 
is probable just in proportion as spiritual death reigns within you^ 
then there is danger that God's eternal displeasure will fall u)X)i\ 
you. So that in either case, there is safety only ip the cultivation 
of holiness without which no man shail see the Lord. 

And then,ihe present is a timeof |K>culiar temptation. Satan seems 
to have come down in great wrath. Many are seduced by the **lustof 
the fieshithe lust of theeye,and the pri^le of life." And all are exposn 
ed. In such circumstances-', '* witu hhall be able to stand?" Cer- 
tainly, those only can expect deliverance, who take the mighty God 
of Jacob for their refuge. His favor is the only security that any 
of us shall not be tempivd above that we are able to bear. And 
none are certain of his favor but the spiritunllv minded and devout. 

Again, eminent piety h the only security lor uniformiiy, siahit- 
Uy and discretion of christian life and action. You are doubtless 
aware, brethren, that there is, at the present day, much of incon- 
stant, fitful religir)n — n kind of religion which dazzles for a moment, 
and then sets in a night of months, and perhaps of years. You 
are aware too, thai such a religion is not only a fraud upon the 
soul, hut disastrous to the interests of the church and the world. 
The man who expends all his zeal, and prayerx, and exhortations, 
in a few weeks, and then fulls into profound spiritual slumber for 
the remainder of the year, is tnit miserable help in the constantly 
occurring, and constantly pressing duties of a church member. 
And the man who under the excitement of a moment, g^ves liberal- 
ly to a benevolent object, and then sinkH into a selfishness as nar- 
row, as hir» worldly mindedness is eomjilete, is nnt »he one to carry 
out our whole system ol christiaii ciiarities to the glorious end at. 
which they ai'.n. 

The r^'ligion of the Bihir is n^ the shining liy[lit, shining more 
and more unlo the peiiect day. Or, a:* Jesus has expns ly styled 
it,** like leaven," which, allhouch ilt» ofieraiiuns he silent, is uni- 
l4)rm and all-pervading *' until the whole he leavened." And this 
relif^ion is most certain to live and reiun in that heart, which breathes 
most freely the air of heaven, and which is mo^t solleitous to tiain 
itself in the nurture and admonition of ilie I.ord. Thai christian 
whose soul iis mowt filled with the fullness of God, will he most re- 
iiictant to pari with hi.s joys, and most constantly rendy lo every 
good word and work. 
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But we not only need more religion that we may persevere, but 
that we may be (irm in faith and discreet in action. The warning 
of the apostle is never perhaps unseasonable, *' Beware lest ve fall 
from your sleadfastneRs.*' It cannot be so especially in a day of 
innovation and experiment, like the present. That you have hith- 
erto so generally walked together in the faith and order of the 
gospel is matter of devout thankfulness to God; but is no certain 
evidence thai you will continue to do it in future. The disposition 
which manifests itself in some instances among us, to modify and 
soAen down some of the more important doctrines of the Bible, so 
as to accommodate them to (he feelings of those who hate them; 
and the liberties taken in explaining these doctrines, which have 
the effect, in public estimation, to change their character, or to re- 
ject them altogether, have a tendency to narrow the naturally great 
gulf there is between truth and error, and to mar the faith of God's 
elect. Now an intelligent and warm-hearted piety is the only se- 
curity against these evils. Such piety does not indeed shrink from' 
investigation, or reject actual improvements in the presentation of 
truth. Nor does she make a man an offender for a word, or con- 
demn others for not explaining points with our words, provided that 
the truth be actuallv held. But the doctrines — the factsof the Bi- 
ble, are the basis of all true godliness. They enter into its very 
constitution; and are the elements in whi6h it lives and bresithes. 
As a general rule, a man's piety will be graduated by the fulness 
and afiection, with which the doctrines of the Bible are received, 
and have their legitimate practical influence. Those, therefore, 
who have a lively faith will not be easily shaken from the doctrines 
on which that faith is founded. 

But there is, perhaps, a stronger and more obvioas tendency to 
novelty and indiscretion in practice, than in doctrine, against v*hich 
eminent heart religion is the only safeguard. 

Tiie heart filled with the love of Christ is constrained by that 
love to do good. And it is fruitful, both in means and measures, to 
do it; rejecting neither the one nor the other, merely because new. 
But a mind thus filled with the love of Christ, though resolute and 
determined in doing all practicable good, is prayerful, calm, dis- 
passionate and scriptural in fixing its course; and wise, meek, affec- 
tionate and kind, in pursuing it. 

It is not certain that a man is divinely inspired, because he starts, 
or advocates some new scheme for doing good. And if it l>e of such 
a nature as to conflict with many, which are old and well tried, and 
if it be thought necessary, in its execution that many old and good 
ones, should be neglected, opposed or trampled in the do£t, a mtn 
truly devout and spiritual, and whose christian character is develop- 
ed in just proportions, will be slow in giving it his countenance 
and support. 

Christ loved the world. Christians love it too. And they will 
bve it the more, as they become more like Christ. And this will 
necessarily lead them to survey its wants and the means of sup- 
plying them. Every new measure will be weighed by its bearing 
on the end to be attained. If its influence Will, on the whole, be 
bad, it wiirbe rejected. If good, it will be adopted as a new mem- 
ber of a family, not to desolate and destroy its seniors; but as an 
addition to their numbers, and an auxiliary to their strength. 
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Therefore, beloved brethren, live near to God, and be filled with 
his Spirit, that ye may " be steadfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing ir. the work of the Lord, for as much, as ye know that your la- 
bor is not in vain in the Lord." 

Finally, brethren, eminent spirituality ii the most certain way 
to secure the salvation of your children and neighbors. That is a 
most precious saying of David: ''Delight thyself in the Lord, and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.*' And of Chiist, " If 
ye abide in me, and my words abide in ^'ou, ye shall ask what ye 
will and it shall be done unto you." And brethren, do ye not de- 
sire, next to your own salvation, that your children ma^ be saved; 
and that the cause of Christ may prosper around you? Is it not 
your daily prayer, '* Lord make my children, the chiklren of thy 
iove.^" And do vou not daily add, " O! Lord revive thy work?*' 
WeU, if ye "delight yourselves in the Lord'* and "abide in him," 
Heaven is pledged to give you the desires of your hearts. Emi- 
nent holiness is certain to secure the pre-eminent favor of God: and 
holiness and usefulness are inseparably connected. Other things 
being equal, those who are the most holy, will he most useful. 
It is a doctrine, as unscriptural as it is absurd, that many of the 
most devout and spiritually minded christians are comparativejv 
useless to the church. Piety is like fire shut up in the t>oue8. It will 
burst its enclosures. Those filled with the Holy Ghost " cannot 
but speak the things which they have seen and heard." And their 
influence will be felt. And be felt most when most exerted. So 
that the family, and church and ungodly around will feel it, and 
much people will be added unto the Ix)rd. It is therefore, a want of 
life and fullness of religion among professors, which occasions the 
lamentable spiritual dearth, of which we hear, in so many parts of 
our beloved Zion. And a return to God only, will aecure his re- 
turn to us. 

We would therefore, most affectionately and earnestly entreat 
you to take heed unto youiiselves. Let yoilr aouljive by faith on 

Christ: 

** From him yonr life, year all receive: 
** To him devote yonr fleeting boars: 
** Serve him alone with all your powers. 
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August 22, 1937. 

The General Association of New-Hampshire, assembled this day at 
ten o'clock A. M. in the Congregational Meeting House in Claremont. 
The Rev. Jonathan Curtis of Pittsfield, preached from Isaiah 21 : 11 
— *' Watchman what of the night 7" and Luke 21 : 25 — " Upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the waves roar- 

Certificates of membership, were read by the clerk ; from which, it 
appeared that the Association was composed of the following mem- 
bers : 



Caledonia Association, 
Deer field Association, 

Dcrry Association, 
II ar mon y Association , 

Hollia Association, 

Uopkinton Association, 
LaiKiater Association, 

Monadnock Association, 
Orange A<^K;iotion, 



Rev. David Sutherland. 

( Rev. Jonathan Curtis, 
i Rev. Winthrop Fificld, 
( Rev. Daniel Lancaster. 

!Rev. Anson Sheldon, 
Rev. Calvin Cutler. 

!Rev. Benjamin P. Stone, 
Rev. Daniel Pulsifer. 

r Rev. Henry E. Eastman, 
< Rev. A. W. Burnham, 
( Rev. William Richardson. 

Rev. Jacob Scales. 

Rev. Charles W. Richardson. 

{Rev. Darwin A'dams, 
Rev. Alanson Rawson, 
Rev. Moses Gerould. 

( Rev. Daniel Campboll, 
) lUv. Krdix Trnncy 



{ Rev. Bezaleel Smith, 
Piscataqua Association, < Rev. Alvan Tobej, 

( Rev. Jonathan French. 

Sullivan Association f ^^' Phinehas Cooke, 

Sullivan Association, ^ ^^^ Ebcnezer Colmao. 

Union AsMocialion i ^®^' A"*<^*^»*>*'^ Burgeae, 

Union Association, ^ j^^^ ^^.^^ Jenniaon. 

General Assembly of the Pres- ) i^__- 
byterian Church, f "^"®' 

Gen. Asso. of Mass. None. 

Gen. Asso. of Conn. Rev. Otis C. Whitoo. 

Gen. Convention of Vermont, Rev. Sylvester Sage. 

Gen. Conference of Maine, None. 

Evangelical Consociation of ) Rev. Samuel W. Colburn, 
Rhode Island, ) Rev. A. Henry Dumont 

Rev. John H. Church, D. D. Secretary, 

Rev. Abraham Burnham, Treasurer. 

Rev. Tertius D. Southworth, Minister of tke ptace* 

The Association was organized by choosing Rev. Phinehas Cooke, 
Moderator, Rev. Daniel Lancaster Scribe, and Rev. Edwin Jennisoo 
Assistant Scribe. Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 

The Committee appointed by the Association of last year, to revise 
the rules, reported ; which report after amendment was adopted. (See 
Appendix No. 1.) 

Appointed Rev. Messrs. Burgess, Scales and Colman, a Committee 
of Nomination. 

Voted, That there be a recess till two o'clock P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Rev. Messrs. B. P. Stone, A. W. Burnham, J. Curtis, A. H. Dumont 
and O. G. Whiton, were appointed a Committee to take minatesof the 
Narratives on the state of religion in the churches, and prepare a sum- 
mary report. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. Burnham. The Narratives from the 
District Associations, also from Foreign Bodies, were then given, and 
the public exercises were concluded with appropriate remarks 1>y the 
Moderator, and prayer by Rev. Samuel W. Colburn. 

The report of the Visiters who attended the examination of the 
Theological Seminary at Gilmanton, was presented to the AiBOciation 
by Rev. Dr. Church, Chairman, and refered to a Committee oonsisiing 
of Rev. Messrs. A. Burnham, Burgess and Adams. 

A communication was received from the Congregational Union of 
Scotland, which, together with several other c^himunications on the 
subject of Slavery, was refered to a Committee consisting of Rev. 
AtcBsrs, Sutherland, Campbell, Curtis, Rawson and Sage. 
Appointed Rev. Messrs. A. W. "BuruYi^wv, Ftcnch and Stone, to re 
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port tho place of the next meeting of ilic General Association, and the 
Association to furnish a preacher. 

Delegates, to Foreign Bodies made report. 

Chose Rev. Messrs. Cooke and Cohnan of the Sullivan Associa- 
tion, to prepare a Pastoral Address. 

Appomted Rev. Messrs. J. H. Church, J. Curtis, A. W. Burnham, 
N. Boaton, P. Cooke, G. Punchard, N. Lord, J. Woods and Z. S. 
Barstow, to certify the regular standing of Ministers travelling beyond 
the limits of this Association. 

Adjourned to meet at eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday mornings August 23</, 8 o'clock. Met according to ad- 
journment. Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Church. The minutes 
of the preceding day were read. 

The Treasurer presented his account as audited, which was accept- 
ed. (See Appendn No. 2.) 

Chose Rev. A. Burnham, Treasurer, and Rev. N. Bouton, Auditor 
<if the Association for the ensuing year. 

Voted, That the annual tax be seventy-five cents. 

Appointed the next meeting of the General Association at New- 
Ipswich, and the Hopkiuton Association to furnish a preacher. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Lancaster, Jennison' and A. Burnham, be 
a Committee of Publication. 

The Pastoral Address was presented and read by Rev. £. Jones, and 
•re-committed to him and the Committee of Publication for amendment 
and insertion in the published Minutes. (See Appendix No. 3.) 

The following Delegates to Foreign Bodies, were appointed for the 
year 182^, viz : 

To the Goneral Assembly of the ProBbytcrian Church. 
Rev. Isaac Ilurd, Delegate. Rev. Henry Wood, Substitute. 

To the General Association of Massachusetts. 

To the General Association of Connecticut. 

Rev. Georce Punchard, > n^i^^«„„ Rev. Darwin Adams, ) a.,u— :«..*^- 
Rev. JubuSe Wellman, } delegates. ,^^^ g^,^, ^^.^^^^ J Subrtitutcs. 

To the General Convention of Vermont. 

Rev. Tortius D. Soathworth, > j^. Rev. Ebenezcr Co]man, > « , .., , 

Rev. Jonathan M'Gee, J"*"' Rev. Asa P. Tcnney, ' J S«hsUlutes. 

To the Evangclica] Consociation of Rhode Island. 

Rev. Muses Kimball, > n«i— #«- R«v. Thomas Ricss, > a u *•- . 
Rev. BeiQMnui F. Foster, \ I>«'egates. ^^^ ^^^^ ^ YolSg, J 8"^titutes. 

To the General Conference of Maine. 

Rev. David Perry, ) n«i.^-o« ,= Rev. Jonathan French, > « u_--» * 

Rev. Jacob Scales, \ ^^^^^^^^^ Uev. Samuel W. Clark! \ S««>sUtutcs. 

Rev. Messrs. Whiton, Burgess and Folsom, were chosen a Commit- 
tee to consider thfc subject of a more c<|ua1 distribution among the 
District Associations of Delegates to Foreign Bodies, and report to 
the next General Association. 
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Chose Rev. MesArs. Cutler and Adams a Committee to prepare a 
minute in relation to the unusual mortality among the Clergymen of 
our connexion the past year. 

Appointed Rev. Z. S. Barstow, Rev. J. French and Rev. W. Rich- 
ardson, to confer with Rev. G. C. Beckwith, Agent of the American 
Peace Society, and report on the subject of Peace. 

Voted, That Rev. Messrs. Church, Cooke, Clement, A. W. Burn- 
ham, Young, Tobey and C. W. Richardson, be a Committee to take 
into consideration the neglect of public woifship and of the ministry of 
reconciliation, and by correspondence and other means, gain what in- 
formation they can on the subject, and embody the results of their en- 
quiries with the reflections of their own minds, and to report to this 
body the next year. 

Adjourned to meet at two o'clock P. M. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom was rofcred the subject of Peace, reported. 
Rev. Mr. Beck with addressed the assembly in relation to the principles 
of the American Peace Society, and the report was adopted — which was 
as follows. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Agent of the Ameri- 
can Peace Society, report for adoption of this Association, the follow- 
ing resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That the Bible and the circumstances of Christendom, 
call for energetic efforts in the cause of Peace. 

2. Resolved, That as we can not hope for the prevalence of univer- 
sal peace by attacking the rights, or the stability of human govern- 
ment, or by denying the propriety of capital punishments, or the right 
of self-defence, but from the gospel rightly applied to the consciences 
of men, and the intercourse of nations. Christians are bound to pro- 
mote such an application of pacific principles by all scriptural and 
appropriate means. 

3. Resolved, That Christian Parents are especially bound to train 
their children in the principles of peace, and carefully guard them 
against the manifold and insidious influences that are calculated to 
excite a love for military glory, and a spirit of war. 

4. Resolved, That we commend the American Peace Society to the 
efficient support of the Ministers and churches in our connexion ; and 
that we recommend to Ministers to preach annually upon the pacific 

' principles of the gos{)cl, and that the churches observe the concert of 
prayer on or near the 25th of December of each year, for the univer- 
sal prevalence of peace, and contribute in aid of the cause. 

Rev. A. W. Burnham and Rev. C. Cutler were appointed a Com* 
mittee to enquire what measures should be adopted in regard to the 
-declining state of religion — Who reported the following resolution, 
which was adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That the languishing state of religion in the land, the 
prevalence of error and vice, and the agitated and fearful state of the 
public mind on many subjects of religious and civil interest, together 
with the dangers which in consequence threaten the church, call for 
deep humiliation and fervent prayer to God, that hl< anger may be 
tuniod awny, and that he wi\\ muse V\\» V;\o,o ♦/> rhin«* 'ipon iijj in the 



revival of his work, and the extension of his kingdom, and, therefore, 
we recommend to the cliurches in this State, that they set apart tlie 
Jirst THursday in October, as a day of fasting and prayer for a revi- 
val of religion. 

The Rev. A. Burnham was appointed to ac^dress the churches 
through the medium of the New-Hampshire Observer, on the subject 
of this resolution. 

The Rev. Wm. J. Armstrong, one of the Secretaries of the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, addressed the As- 
sociation on the present state and prospects of that Institution. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Cooke, it was 

Resolved, That this Christian Assembly deeply sympathize with the 
American Board in their present pecuniary embarrassments, and that 
wc will endeavor to increase our contributions in aid of the Board, 
Uiat the gospel of Christ may run and be glorified until it cover the 
earth as the waters do the seas. 

The Association gave place to the Annual Meeting of the New* 
Hampshire Bible Society. After which, business was resumed. 

The Committee to whom was refcred the Letter from the Congregar 
tional Union of Scotland, reported, recommending that the Letter oe 
read in public, and that a committee be appointed to return such an 
answer as in their judgment may be deemed suitable. 

The report was accepted, and the Letter publicly read ; and Rev. 
Dr. Church, Rev. Dr. Lord and Rev. Phinehas Cooke, were appointed 
to answer it. 

The same Committee also reported respecting the communications 
on the subject of Slavery, which report was reA^ommitted. After 
prayer by Rev. F. Danforth, the Association was adjourned to meet at 
8 o clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, Uth August, 8 o'clock A. M, Met according to ad- 
journment. Prayer was offered by the Moderator. The mmutes of 
the preceding day were read. 

Rev. Mr. Cutler from the Committee on the mortality of Ministers, 
offered the following resolutions, which were adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That the extraordinary and affecting dispensation of 
God's Providence, which, since the last meeting of this Body, has re- 
moved by death the Rev. Messrs. Nathaniel Porter D. D. of Conway, 
Samuel Wood D. D. of Boscawen, Samuel Hidden of Tamwortb, 
William Rolfe of Groton, Moses Dow of Plaistow, Jabez P. Fisher of 
Deering, Josiah Webster of Hampton, Seth Farnsworth«of Hillsbo- 
rough, Orlando Gould Thacher of Bradford, Joseph Gibb of Haverhill, 
and Evarta Worcester of Littleton, is a solemn admonition that what 
is done for Christ must be done quickly. Soon it will be said, '* give 
an account of thy stewardship,'^ 

Resolved, That this Body hold in affectionate remembrance the la- 
bora and success of these Fathers and brethren in the Christian Min- 
istry, and would tender their Christian sympathy to the bereaved wid- 
ows and children. 

The following resolutions wore presented by Rev. J. French, which 
were adopted. 
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Whereas in the Providence of God, (he number of indigent widows 
of ministers, who need charitable aid, has been increased ; and the 
necessity for special attention to this subject has become more impor- 
tant than heretofore. Therefore, 

1. Resohed, That we recommend to every Congregational and 
Presbyterian Minister in this State, not to forget the poor widows and 
orphans of his deceased brethren, but that he esteem it a privilege and 
leel himself pledged to pay one dollar annually for their reliefs 

2. Resolved, That we recommend to the several District Associa- 
tions, to take definite measures to collect every year, the annual dollar 
of each of their members, and transmit the same to Rev. Mr. Boofton 
or Stephen Ambrose, Esq. of Concord, for the Widow's Fund. 

The report on the state of religion, was read by Rev. Mr. Stone, 
which with amendment, was adopted, and ordered to be published in 
the minutes. (See Appendix No. 4.) 

The Association gave place to the Anniversary of the New-Hamp- 
shire Missionary Society. After which business was resumed. 

The Committee on Slavery again made report with reaolotions, 
which report was accepted and the resolutions unanimously «dq>ted. 
They are the following. 

1. Resohed, That we consider the principle of slavery, or that men 
may hold, regard, and treat their feUow men as property, inconsistent 
with natural justice, utterly at variance with the spirit and the princi- 
ples of the Bible, the fruitful source of wrong, suffering and sin among 
men, of danger to our country, and of hindrance to the progress of 
the gospel. 

3. Resolved, That we regard the free and candid discussion of the 
subject of slavery, on all suitable occasions, the diffusion of light and 
the promotion of correct moral sentiments, as well adapted to do good 
in exerting an influence for the removal of this enormity from our 
land. 

3. Resolved^ That on a subject which affects to so great an extent 
as this now does in our country, the rights, the interests, the happiness^ 
the feelings, the social and civil relations of men, it becomes all, espe- 
cially all Christians, and more especially all Christian Ministers, to see 
to it, that in whatever they say or do, they fully exercise Christian 
charity, candor, and kindness towards those who differ from them. 

4. Resolved, That we recommend to our chnrches to make this evil 
particularly a subject of prayer and humiliation before Gk)d,and if deem- 
ed proper by them, on the day recommended to be thus observed by 
this Body. 

The Committee to whom was refered the report of the Visiters who 
attended the examination of the Theological Seminary at Gilmanton^ 
reported. Whereupon, it was 

Voted, That the report of the Visiters, and the accompanying reso- 
lution be published as the sense of this Body. 

The Visiters were Rev. Drs. Church of Pelham, and Codman of 
Dorchester, Ms. Rev. Messrs. Curtis of Pittsfield, Barstow of Keene, 
Savage of Bedford, Boies of Boston, Cutler of Windham, and Put- 
nam of Donbarton, and Messrs. Thatcher Magoon and Samuel Train 
of Medford, Ma, and George Kent, Esq. of Concord. 
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The resolution which accompanied their report, is the follow- 

*' Having attended the various exercises of this Anniversary and 
gained more or less knowledge of the concerns and ptospects of the 
Seminary, the Visiters unanimously adopted the following resolution. 

Resolved, That from all they have witnessed, and from all they have 
learned, during their visitation, the Visiters are fully satisfied with re- 
spect to the sound and prosperous Mate of the Seminary, and do very 
cordially recommend it to the confidence and patronage of the Chris- 
.tian community." 

Voted, That the thanks of this Association be presented to Rev. 
Tertius D. Southworth, and through him to the people of Claremont, 
for their k'ndness and hospitality, and to the choir of singers for their 
very acceptable performances. 

After prayer adjourned sine die. 

PIIINEHAS COOKE, Moderator. 
Daniel Lancaster, Scribe. 
Edwin Jennison, Ass^t Scribr, 
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APPENDIX* 



NO. I. 



landing Rules of the Association. 

1. This General AssociatioB shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of 
August annually ; and be opened at 10 o'clock A. M. by a Concio ad 
Clerum from a minister appointed by one of the District Associations 
in rotation. 

2. At the close of the religious exercises, the preacher shall take 
the chair and preside till a moderator is chosen by ballot. 

3. A scribe and an assistant scribe shall also be chosen by ballot. 

4. The Association shall be composed of the Secretary, the Trea- 
surer, the minister of the place of meeting, and delegates from Dis- 
trict Associations according to the following ratio of representation, 
viz : one from every Association, two from every Association of seven 
members, three from every Association of thirteen members, and four 
from every Association of twenty riicmbers. No minister shall be 
counted nor be represented in two Associations. 

5. The Secretary shall receive the certificates of the delegates, 
and report the names of those duly appointed before the choice of a 
moderator. 

(). The nioctin<T shall be daily opened and closed with prayer. 

7. The Secretary shall previou>ly prepare a docket of business, 
whicli may artiMward.-. be eiilariroti as occasion .shall require. 

W. A committee of three shall be rarly chosen by ballot, who shall 
nominate delrj^ates to Fortri;;n liodics, and all committees to whom 
businei-s or subjects shall be refered, fur them to report thereon. The 
acceptance of their nouiinations shall confirm them as appointments. 

9. No motion shall be discussed unless seconded. No member 
shall speak more than twice to the same motion, without liberty from 
the Association. Nor shall the moderator, while in the chair, speak to 
the merits of a question. Any motion or resolution at the request of 
the moderator, shall be written. 

10. Seven members shall be a quorum. No member shall retire 
without leave of the moderator, or have leave of absence without a 
vote of the Association. 

11. It shall be the duty of the moderator to prevent deaultory re- 
marks. 

J2. At the opening of the rooming session, the minutes of the pre- 
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ceding day shall be read ; and the niiuutcs of the last day at the 
close of the meeting. 

13. The appointment of delegates to corresponding bodies shall be 
certified by the printed minutes, or by a certificate from the Secreta- 

14. The narratives of the state of religion in our churches and 
corresponding bodies, shall be written and be bric^, so that they can 
be given, in ordinary cases, on Tuesday aflernoon. 

15. The District Associations shall annually present the schedules 
of their churches, ministers, settled and unsettled, the number of their 
churches, &c. and the number of young men under twenty five years 
of age, and the number who are preparing for the ministry in each 
church. 

IG.' A condensed r.arrative of the stale of religion in each Asso- 
ciation, shall be prepared and reported by a committee. 

17. The schedules sad narratives of religion shall be lodged with 
the Secretary, to be kept on file. 

18. The publishing Committee shall see that the minutes, as soon 
as printed, are sent to delegates to other bodies,and a copy sent by mail 
to every ^member of the District Associations. 

19. This Association shall, as far as practicable, meet alternately 
in the eastern and western sections of the State. 

20. These rules shall be read at the opening of every annual meet- 
iug. 



NO. II. 

General Association of N, H. in account with Abraham Burmham^ 

Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To balance due him last year, $29 35 

To paid Rev. J. Clement as delegate to Gen. Assembly, 20 00 



Balance now due the Treasurer, 



By cash of Derry Asso. f 3 50 

Piscataqua Association, 5 00 

Deerfield Association, 4 50 

Caledonia Association, 50 

Hatmony Association, 3 50 

Ilopkinton Association, 8 00 



Cr. 

Hollis Association, 
Monad nock "Association, 
Sullivan Association, 
Union Association, 



•49 35 
44 00 


•6 36 

460 
600 
600 
3 60 



$44 00 



Concord, Aug. 10, 1837. — I hereby cortify that 1 have examined 
the above account and find it correctly cast and well vouched. 

^ N. B[OUT0N, Auditw. 
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NO. III. 

Pastoral Address of the General Association of New- Hampshire, ta 

the Churches under their care. 

Dearly Beloved : — Again we enjoy the privilege of addressing 
you. Having assembled with one accord to encourage and strengthen 
each other, and knowing by sympathy from our own, the infirmties of 
those to whom we minister, we would say to you, ''Be strong in the 
Lord." As evangelical love rejoiceth in the truth, and as truth is the 
aliment on which all moral excellence lives and thrives, we have en- 
deavored, in time past, to spread before you, those parts of the great' 
system of truth, which were reasonble and profitable (or you. We 
have drawn from the rich treasures of inspiration for your supply, io 
order that ye may have lack of nothing that would mature you in the 
graces of the Christian character. 

As righ'teousness, perfect and boundless, belongs to the Most High, 
80 it is a prominent characteristic of his children. Resembling him, 
they love this manifestation of infinite excellence. We might well say 
that love of righteousness is the root, the basis, the mainspring of all 
that is intrinsically valuable in the spirit and life of the Christian. 

1. We would therefore say to you first of all, "Be strong in the 
Lord, in your love o( all that is rights 

Without moral strength of this character, we can have no confidence 
in ourselves. If regarded as destitute of it by others we cannot enjoy 
their confidence. Moreover if there be in our affections and motives 
of action, nothing higher and purer thai^the principle which was charg- 
ed upon the patient man, by the accuser of the brethren, must we not 
fear, in view of our own prospects of heavenly bliss ? 

We therefore desire for you, as for ourselves also, that whenever 
right and wrong are at variance, you may always in spirit and in con- 
duct, be unwavering on the side of right. Having learned what ti(][is 
is, maintain and promote it Let it be Scripture truth that is in jeop- 
ardy, or any of the great principles of equity and morality, in distinc- 
tion from all their opposites, we indulge the pleasing confidence in you, 
that you will be firm and persevering in your support of the right. 
And if duty call, where danger threatens, we expect you will neverthe- 
less advance. 

In doing this, you need not fear. Let your spirit be kind and your 
manner conciliatory, and the Lord will prosper you. No one shall 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good. 

2. Be strong in the Lord also, to maintain the purity of the church 
and its institutions. 

We would inquire if there be not room for improvement among us, 
as to the maintenance of restorative and wholesome discijdine? So 
plain is this duty and so happy are the consequencesof its performance 
when done in the spirit of the gospel, that we would urge upon you, 
the consideration of it, us one of practical importance, much greater 
than has generally been supposed. The command to come out and be 
separate from the ehildren of darkness must be obeyed, or the Lord 
will not be a Father to us, by bestowing upon us the blessings of his 
ndqpted 'children. 
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Nor cease with the laity of the church. With a firm and discerning 
spirit, watch over the ministry of reconciliation, Jand those who are 
aspiring to this sacred office. Not a few of our churches are destitute 
of pastors, and our hearts are pained in view of the mournful fact. • We 
have great need of more heralds of salvation. But we need none who 
are unprincipled deceivers, or wreckless and doubtful Christians. 
And as we charge ourselves, so also do we charge you, never knowinjj- 
ly to suffer unwortiiy persons to become or remain preachers of the 
gospel. "Be yc clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord,*' is our rule 
of duty and we trust will ever be yours on this point. And if treshould 
lay hands suddenly on no man, we claim your assistance in guarding 
the heraldship of glad tidings against the intrusion and the incumbrance 
of unsafe and injurious men. The defections of the past year, in our 
own beloved New England call for these monitions. 

3. In the Lord be strong, to maintain a well balanced mind. 

Give to the various doctrines and duties of Christianity their compar- 
ative importance. We resort to the Scriptures for direction in the 
way of life. And the heavenly art of graduating the different truths 
therein revealed, so corncily that each will be duly loved and observed, 
is sexy desirable. 

No one of these should take such possession of our minds, as to ex- 
clude others, that would occupy adjacent and important ground. More- 
over a christian whose mind is well balanced, will not refuse new light, 
on points which he has considered as established. But he will guard 
against forgetting the convictions of the past, wl»ile listening even to 
weighty considerations in favor of change. 

Let us then aim to give to every doctrine and duty their relative im- 
portance, esteeming all valuable in their place, never losing sight of 
the weightier matt-crs in our zeal for the mint, the anise and the cum- 
min. While we will guard ourselves against a spirit of rash and rest- 
less innovation, we will not reject any thing that is warranted by 
the Scriptures ; inasmuch as a truth though from eternity may be new 
to us. 

We may do well in such a case however, to place it on a lower seat, 
as if among the younger children of the family, until we are fully satis- 
fied that it deserves to go up higher. Let us keep our balance, prove 
all things, hold fast that which is gool, and faster still the best among 
the good. 

4. Be strong in the Lord, in uniform and persevering labor for 
Christ. 

There is no better work than this. If we make the circuit of the 
globe, or search the intelligent creation through, we find no labor to be 
accompjished so honorable and glorious, as that of the servants of 
Christ. Minds of heavenly nativity can never know the blessedness 
of Redeeming Love. Nor can they know the joy, or receive the re- 
ward of those who have turned many to righteousness. The Most 
High passed by all the orders of intelligences above us, and has come 
and bestowed this privilege upon the christian. 

Aim then, we entreat you, every day in your appropriate sphere to 
do something for Christ. And we would remind you that this b to be 
done chiefly, by the quiet and constant i)erformance of those duties 



14 

which lie within the province of all. Do good to yourselves. Sus- 
tain the spirit of living piety in your families. Let this be one part and 
an indTspensable part of your business. Let a redeeming and healthful 
influence from you be felt by all who know or should know that you 
have assumed the Saviour's name. In this way, can the leaven of pie- 
ty be diffused through the mass of community. For as in the experi- 
ence o{ individuals ^ so in the diffusion of true religion, the kingdom of 
God begins within us, and pervading and animating us to all that is 
pure, peaceable and lovely-, honest, just and of good report, it thus 
constrains others to say, **of a truth the Lord is among you." 

5. Finally, brethren, be strong in the Lord in obtaining and pre- 
serving a practical sense of the necessity of the Spirit's gracious re- 
freshings. 

We have preached, and we trust you have believed, that the power 
of the Holy Spirit is indispensable to all success in our common cause. 
That how(!ver much labor might be performed for the edification of 
the church and the rescue of the perishing, no success would ever be 
gained without securing (he Omnipotent and Sovereign energy of the 
Divine Spirit. 

But our theory, however near it may have approximated to the mind 
of the Spirit, has not led us to the throne of heavenly mercy with that 
holy confidence and importunity, which are requisite to secure a large 
and general blessing. 

We stand in great need of the Spirit to revive and refresh the church- 
es. Sinners must have his renovating influences, or they will sink to 
ruin indescribable. The current of their sins within, and the influ- 
ence of the world from without, are bearing them downward, while 
even the church in many instances, we fear, opposes but a feeble bar- 
rier to check their progress to perdition. 

Far be it from us to prescribe, or dictate, in what majiner tbe Lord 
must display the energy of his grace. If it seems good to him, to send 
the reviving breezes of his Spirit upon the churches and his life restor- 
ing influences upon the vallies of the slain in a gradual manner, let us 
rejoice and follow the leadings of his hand. And if, as. he ordinarily 
has done, he shall continue to visit us with blessings that seem to be 
suitably denominated, <im£5 of refreshings shall we not also follow the 
footsteps of the great shepherd ? 

If we examine the state of affairs in our congregations, shall we not 
find it a general fact that if hopeful conversions, for years to come, 
shall take place no /nore frequently, than they have for a number of 
years past, many among us, must fall asleep, with no good hope of a 
joyful resurrection ? The inquiry also arises, can they be rescued! 
Or must we give them up in despair? If we can obtain of the Lord, 
so much of the Spirit, that life in the church shall be sustained and 
sinners be born again from month to month and from year to year, let 
us perscveriugly aim at this, giving all the praise to him who sends the 
increase. 

And if but a small share in the churches have attained to a perma- 
nency in spiritual miudnessand delightful communion with God^ shall 
we exclude ourselves from that number ? Shall we never mount up as 
ou eagles' wings ? If we are so sinful, so unlike our Redeemer that 
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we do not always retain his presence, shall we lose sight entirely of 
this high privilege? Nay beloved brethren, wc will frame our doings to 
retnrn to the Lord. He was with us till wc Icf\ him. And it is be- 
cause we have forsaken him, that he has forsaken us. We will there- 
fore repent of our estrangedness from liirn, and stir up ourselves to 
take hold upon our God. And Pike the patriarch we will hold fast up- 
on the arm of our Emmanuel, that he may return unto us, in the plen- 
itude of hi^ grace. And obtaining enUrgement speedily for ourselves, 
we will strengthen and remember our brethren, that they remain not 
as the mountains of Gilboa, but share with us the reviving which our 
Redeemer is able to bestow upon us all. We will open our mouths 
wide that the Lord will grant upon his people and upon sinners in all 
our congregations, a rich refreshing, and make Zion in all this com- 
monwealth a name and a praise. 



NO. IV. 

Narrative of the state of Religion in the bounds of the General 

Association ^ Neto- Hampshire. 

The narratives of the state of religion in our churches, from the 
several District Associations,are in many respectsj painful, and in oth- 
ers, cheering. They furnish humiliating evidence, that the Holy 
Spirit has in a great measure, withdrawn his special influences from 
ourZifKi. The past year has been a year of abounding coldness and 
stupidity on the part of Christians,* and consequently but few of the 
impenitent have been made the trophies of redeeming love. But al- 
though revivals of religion have not been so general and so extensive 
as in former years of grateful remembrance, God has in some instances^ 
heard the prayers of his people and graciously blessed his preached 
word. The churches that have been refreshed with special showers of 
divine mercy, to a greater or less extent, are those at Meredith Bridge, 
Ossipee, Temple, New-Ipswich, the two churches in Nashua, Leba- 
non, Marlborough, Walpole, and Dartmouth College. About one 
hundred of the younger members of the Sabbath school in the two 
churches at Nashua, have been hopefully born of the Holy Spirit. Of 
the subjects of the work in New-Ipswich, twenty were members of the 
Academy, and twenty-five from the Sabbath school, have united with 
the church. The church at Keene, has received a pleasing in gather- 
ing at every communion during the year. At present there are indi- 
cations of revivals in some of our churches and congregations. Se?- 
erai instances of hopeful conversion have recently occurred in Plain- 
field Union Academy. 

It is gratifying to learn, that amidst the darkness and gloom that 
hangs over our beloved Zion, the religious education of the young is 
exerting so deep and so general an interest among our brethren and 
sisters in Christ. Sabbath schools are almost without exception, rep- 
resented to be in a flourishing condition. Maternal Associations are 
increasing in number and usefulness. The Monadnock Association 
reports an association of ministers' wiven, and as auxiliary to thia^was- 
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laerous maternal associations, embracing 4^)7 mothers and 1424 child- 
ren. This Association is confined to Cheshire County, and meets in 
connexion with the County Conference. 

The cause of temperance is represented as nearly if not quite sta- 
tionary. 

Dartmouth College is unusually flourishing. About half of the 
students are hopefully pious, and have the ministry in view. 

The Theological Seminary at Gilmanton, is yet in its infancy, but is 
prosperous ; and if sustained by the prayers and liberality of the 
churches, as we hope it will be, it will doubtless be the means of great 
good to the State and the world. 

Since our last anniversary, God in his holy providence, has called 
eleven of our fathers and brethren in the Ministry as we trust, to their 
rest in heaven, admonishing us, who are still alive, to work whiJe the 
.day lasts, for the night cometh when no man can work. Seven of 
these deceased servants of Christ, Woods, Webster, Hidden, Porter, 
Fisher, Rolfe and Dow were aged — two, Farnsworth and Thacher 
were in the meridian of life — and two, Gibb and Worcester were 
young men, and recently settled in the Pastoral office. 

From the General Association of Connecticut, we learn that the 
churches in that State, are generally peaceful and. harmonious, and 
that though their history for the year past, has been *' marked by the 
protracted stupidity and ingratitude of a highly favored people," yet 
God has not forgotten to be gracious. Revivals have been enjoyed in 
seventeen churches. 

The report from the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, is 
highly gratifying. Several interesting revivals have been experienced 
as the result of which more have been added to the churches there, 
than in any former year. 

From the other Foreign Bodies in fraternal correspondence with us, 
no reports have been received. 

In view of the whole moral aspect of our Zion, we cannot refrain 
from expressing our deep concern for her welfare. It is a day of 
clashing opinions and commotions ; of abounding vice and error, and 
* of prevailing unbelief, selfishness and conformity to the world. In all 
these things, God has rebuked the churches, and his wrath is not turn- 
ed §way, but his hand is stretched out still. It imperiously becomes 
every sincere follower of Christ, to confess his sins and humble himself 
' before God, earnestly beseeching Ilim to spare his people, and not to 
give his heritage to reproach. For the Committee, 

BENJAMIN P. STONE. 
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Netfhlpiiifkh, August 28, 1838. 

Delegates to the Generil Association of New-Hampshire, 
assembled at 10 o'clock, A. M., in the Congregational meeting 
house. Rev. Abraham Burnham preached from Psalm 80: 19 — 
** Turn us again. O Lord God of hosts: cause thy face to shine, and 
we shall be saved." 

Certificates of membership were presented, ond the delegates 
present were as follows : 

Aisociatioo Mioifteri. 



Caledonia, 
DtefjUldj 

Derryj 

BoUis, 

Boplanlonj 

Lancaster^ 

Manadnocky 

Orange, 

Piscataquaj 

SuUieanj 

Unimij 

Gen, Jlssembly Pres. Ch, 



I 



ISAAC R. WORCESTER 
JOHN K. rOUJYG 
DAJ^IEL LANCASTER 
JONATHAN CLEMENT 
JOHN R, ADAMS 
JOHN KEEP 
WILLIAM L BUFFETT 
JAMES W. PERKINS 
EBENEZER HILL 
JONATHAN McGEK 
LEONARD JE WE TT 
JOHN M. PUTNAM 
DAVID KIMBALL 
NATHANIEL BOUTON 

None 
MOSES G. GROSVENOR 
JOSIAH BALLARD 
JAMES TISDALE 
ERDIX TENNEY 
JONATHAN FRENCH 
EDWIN HOLT 
ALVAN TOBEY 
STEPHEN ROGERS 
ALVAH SPAULDING 
ISAAC WILLEY 
EPHRAIM P. BRADFORD 

None 



Minifteiw. 

Gm. JhrnnAaium ff Moms, i LEOJ^ARD LUCE 
Gen. Asiociaium ofCl. \ ALBERT B. CAMP 
GemCtmoenlumi^ VermoniA ARETA8 LOOMIS 
Gen. Cattfennce (^ Maine. I ROBERT PAGE 
Evan. dmBodaiwn of R, L\ ^ont 

Rev. JOHJ^ H. CHURCH, D. D. Secretary. 
ABRAHAM BURJ^HAM, TVeoncrer. 
SAMUEL LEEy Mimaier of the place. 

The Association was organized by choosing Rev. J. French^ Mod- 
erator ; Rev. D. Kimball, Scribe ; and Rev. J. R. Adams, Assist- 
ant Scribe, Prayer was ofiered by Rev. Dr. Church, 

The Standing Rules were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. Messrs. N. Bouton, I. Willey and J. Clement were appoint- 
ed a committee of nominations. 

Voted to have a recess till half past one. 

At the close of the recess, met and proceeded to business. 

Rev. Messrs. Holt, Young, M^Gcc, Page and Loomis were ap- 
pointed a committee to take minutes of the narrative on the state of 
religion in the churches, and to make a summary report. 

A communication was presented from the Derry Association, res- 
pecting the Annual tax and also respecting payment of the travel* 
ling expenses of the delegates to General Assembly ; and committed 
to Kev. Messrs. -Church, Burnham, and Hill. 

Rev. Messrs. J. Scales and D. Perrv, delegates to the General 
Conference of Maine ; Rev. M. Kimball, Delegate to the Evangel- 
ical Consociation of Rhode-Island, and J. R. Adams, delegate to the 
General Association of Alassachusetts ; reported that they had ful- 
filled their appointments ; and their reports were accepted. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Loomis ; ader which Narratives 
on the state of religion in the District Associations, also in Foreign 
Bodies, were given. The public Exercises were closed with prayer 
by Rev. Mr. Luce, of Mass. 

Rev. Messrs. l^e, Adams, and Jewett were appointed a commit- 
tee of arrangements to designate the times for attending to the vari- 
ous benevolent objects, which are usually held in connexion with the 
Association. 

The committee appointed by the last Association, to consider the 
subject of a more equal distribution among the District Associations, 
of Delegates to Foreign Bodies^ reported — which report w^s accept- 
ed and laid on the table. 

Rev. Messrs. Willey, Holt, and Young were appointed a commit- 
tee to report a plan for greater uniformity in the admmistration of the 
Lords' Supper. 

After prayer by Rev. N. Bouton, 

Adjourned till 8 oVlock, tomorrow morning. 



Wednesday, Aug. 99, 1838—8, A. M. 
Met according to adjournment . 

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. R. Adams. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read. 

Rev. Messrs. A. Burnham and J. M. Putnam were appointed a 
committee to nominate the place of the meeting of the next General 
Association ; and also the District Association to furnish a preacher. 

Rev. Messrs. Lee, Tobey, and Keep were appointed a committee 
to report resolutions expressive of the views of the Association on the 
subject of slavery : and the duty and desirableness of immediate e- 
mancipation. 

The treasurei's report was presented and accepted ; and was or- 
dered to printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. 

Rev. Messrs. J. French, J. H. Church, D. D., J. Curtis, A. W. 
Burnham, N. Bouton, P. Cook, G. Punchard, N. Lord, D. D., J. 
Woods, and Z. S. Barstow, were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of ministers travelling beyond the limits of this Association. 

Voted, That the Treasurer of the Association be instructed to 
make, at the next annual meeting, a statistical statement of the pay- 
ments from the district Associations to meet the payment of their an- 
nual tax levied on them. 

Rev. Messrs. Whiton and Willey of the Union Association were 
appointed a Committee to prepare the next Pastoral Address. 

Rev. Mefiisrs. A. Burnham, D. Kimball and J. R. Adams were 
appointed a committee of publication . 

Rev. A. Burnham was re-elected Treasurer and Rev. N. Bou- 
ton, Auditor of the Association. 

The committee to nominate the place of the next Annual meeting 
reported Lyme as the place ; and the Piscataqua Association to ap- 
point the preacher : which report was adopted. ^ 

The Delegate from the General Association of Connecticut reM 
ported , that the communication from the Convention of Congrega-' 
tional and Prebyterian ministers in New-Hampshire, respecting the 
permanency of the pastoral office, had been received, and a series 
of resolutions relating to the subject had been adopted by that body. 

On motion, voiedj that the above mentioned resolutions, be approved 
by body, and published in the Appendix to the minutes of this Asso- 
ciation. 

The Association suspended business to give place to the annual 
meeting of the N. H. Branch of the American Education Society. 
Afler the exercises were concluded, the Association resumed busi- 
ness. 

Rev. S. Bliss, Secretary of the American Tract Society, Boston, 
had opportunity to occupy a short time in making statements in be- 
half of the Tract enterprise. 

On motion — resolved, that the Association recommend to the 
churches in connexion with this body, to co-operate with the Amer- 
ican Tract Society in circulating its bound volumes throughout 
the State . 
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The committee to take minutefl on the Narrative of the state of 
religioD, reported; which report was accepted, and ordered to be 
published in the Appendix to the Minutes. — Sec Jippefudis No. 1. 

Rev. Messrs. J. W. Perkins and J. K. Young obtained leave of 
absence from the remaining sessions of the Association. 

Voted, to have a recess till half past one. 

At the close of recess, met and proceeded to business. 

Rev. Mr. Beckwith, agent of the American Peace Societjr, ad- 
dressed the Association on the subject of Peace. 

Rev. Mr. Holt addressed the Association on the subject of For- 
eign Missions. 

The Association then suspended business to give place to the an- 
nual meeting of N. H. Bible Society. 

After the public exercises were concluded and after prayer bj Rev. 
P. Cook, adjourned till 8 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Thursdav, Aug. 30, 1838 —8, A. M. 

Met according to adjournment 

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. Bumham. The minutes of the 
preceding day were read. 

The report of the committee to prepare a plan for the more equal 
distribution of delegates to foreign boidies was called up, and adopt- 
ed; and is as follows: — See Appendix 4. 

Rev. Messrs. J. Ballard and W. L. Buffett obtained leave of 
absence. 

The committee to prepare resolutions on the subject of slavery 
reported ; and their report was considered and adopted, and is as 
follows : 

1. Resolved f That we regard AmericaD ilaverj ai a great evil and a great aia. 
"% 2. Resolved , That we regard it as oor dotj to repeat the aoleam ezprea- 
won of oar disapprobation of it. 

3. Resolved, That we rejoice in the recent emancipation of the ilarea in the 
British West Indies, as illustrating the safety, practicability and ntilitj of entire 
and immediate emancipation. 

4. Resolved, That it is the dnty of northern christians to employ. In christian 
methods, their utmost infloence npon their sontbern brethren for the abolitk>n 
of slavery. 

5. Resolved, That in this, as in other moral enterprizee, the ministers of the 
gospel shoo Id take an efficient part. 

Association suspended business to give place to the annual meet- 
ing of the New- Hampshire Missionary Society 3 at the close of the 
public exercises business was resumed. 

The Association appointed the following Delegates to foreign 
bodies, agreeably to the schedule: 

Principals. Snbetitntos. 

General JlssciMu, John Sabin. D. Adams. 

General Jlasociatton, Mass, Amos Blanchard. A. Bodwell. 

A. Tobey. Edwin Holt. 



CremertA JhsocUUHm^ Ci. J. Clement. John Keep. 

Daniel PulBifer. George Punchard. 

Oeneral Ckmceniionj VL John Woods. Phineas Cook. 

David Sutherland. I. R. Worceater. 

Qtmral Ckn^erencej Me. Rufus A. Putnam. John K. Young. 

Erdix Tenney. Daniel CampbeU. 

JBwNi. CanaociaHon^ JR. i. Humphrey Moore. Andrew H. Reed. 

Fred. A. Adams. Thomas Savage. 

Voted, that the District Associations, at their meetings next pre* 
ceding the meeting of the Geperai Association of next year, make 
and forward nominations to this body, agreeable to the schedule. 

Voted, to have a recess till half past one. 

At the close of recess, met and proceeded to business. 

On motion, the following resolutions, on the subject of temper- 
ance, were adopted: 

Whereas the Executive Committee of the New-Hampshire Temper- 
ance Society, at a meeting recently held, have recommended to 
the friends of temperance throughout the State, to appoint com- 
mittees in their respective towns to visit all the families in the 
same, for the purpose of promoting the cause, by friendly con- 
versation on the subject ; obtaining signatures to the temperance 
pledge; endeavoring to persuade those who sell intoxicating liquor 
to relinquish the traffic, and gratuitously circulating some temper- 
ance paper or tract; and also by adoptmg such other mild meas- 
ures as they deem judicious: 

Voiedj That we highly approve of this recommendation, and 
would urge upon the ministers and christian brethren in our con- 
nexion, to co-operate with others in carrying the recommendation 
into effect. 

VaUdy That we also approve of calling County Conventions the 
ensuing fall, with a view to give a new impulse to the temperance 
reform in every section of the State. 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the neglect 
of public worship, &c. reported, and the report was committed to 
the committee of publication. 

Rev. Messrs. F. A. Adams, Cook, Clement, A. W« Burnham, 
Young, Tobey and C. W. Richardson, were appointed a committee 
to take into consideration the neglect of public worship and of the 
ministry of reconciliation, and by correspondence and other means, 
gain what information they can on the subject, and embody the re- 
sults of their enquiries, with the reflections of their own mmds, and 
to report to this body the next year. 

The Pastoral Address was read by Rev. P. Cooke of the Sullivan 
Association: and was ordered to be printed in the Appendix to the 
Minutes, at the discretion of the publishing committee. 

The committee to report on the frequency of Communion, &c. 
reported, that they have not matured any plan; and that the whole 
suoject be referred to the Pastoral Convention to meet next June. 
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The Trustoes of (he Widowi' Charitable Fund made a report, 
which was accepted, and is as follows: 

To the General Association of New-Hampshire : The Trustees of 
the Widows' Charitable Fund, report^- 

That since the last anniversary of your body, we found the widow 
of Seth Farnsworth, late of Hillsborough, a needy and worthy object 
of this sacred charity; enrolled heron the list of beneficiaries, and 
appropriated j^, to comfort her in deep affliction, and to help her 
to necessaries in her decline, which terminated in her death last 
winter : — ^That $20 were appropriated to each of seven other 
widows, viz — Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Flint, Mrs. Hull, Mrs. Thayer, 
Mrs. Pillsbury, Mrs. Hardy and Mrs. Hazeltine: making the appro- 
priation for the year, $160. To these seven beneficiaries, ^140 
have been appropriated for the coming year. 

That the present Trustees are. Rev. Messrs. J. Carpenter, J. H. 
Church, E. P. Bradford, J. French, A» Bumham, J. Woods, N. 
Boutoo, J. Ward, J. M. Putnam, D. J. Noyes, S. Fletcher, JBsq. 
and S. Ambrose, Esq. 

Rev. N. Bouton, President; Rev. A. Bumham, Secretary ; and 
S. Ambrose, Esq. Treasurer. Rev. N. Boutou and S. Fletcher, 
Esq. Auditors. And the President, Secretary and Treasurer, are 
the Executive. A. Burxham, See^ry, 

Pembroke, Aug. S5, 1838. 

The committee on the communication from the Derry Association 
reported, that the usual compensation of the delegates to the Gen- 
eral Assembly be discontinued; which report was adopted. 

Votedy That the annual tax be 75 cents to each member of the 
District Associations. 

Messrs. Holt, French and A. Burnham were appointed a com- 
mittee to devise means to increase the Widows* Charitable Fund, 
and report at the next meeting of the Association; and also report 
whether the committee of the Fund are authorized to make appro- 
priations for the children oi deceased ministers. 

VoUdf That the thanks of this Association be presented to Rev. 
Samuel Lee, and through him to the people of Pfew-Ipswich^ for 
their kindness and hospitality, and to the choir of singers for their 
very acceptable performances. 

Adjourned fine die. 

JONATHAN FRENCH, ModmOor. 

D.wiD Kimball, Scribe, 

J. R. Adams, Jimtant Saibe, 



APPENDIX. 



Standing Rules of the Jhsociation. 

1. Thif General AMoeiation ihall meet on the fourth Toeiday of Angnit an- 
noalW; and be opened at 10 o'clock, A. M. by a Concio ad Cleram by a minister 
oppointed by one of the District Anociations in roution. 

2. At the close of the religions exereises, the preacher shall take the chair, 
and preside till a moderator is chosen by ballot. 

3. A scribe and an assistant scribe shall also be chosen by ballot. 

4. The Association shall be composed of the Secretary, the Treasvrer, the 
minister of the place of meeting, and delegates from District Associations, ac- 
cording to the following ratio of representation, viz :^-one from eveiT Associa- 
tion, two from every Association of seven members, three from every Association 
of thirteen members, and four from every Association of twenty members. No 
minister shall be connted nor be represented in two Associations. 

6. The Secreury shall receive the certificates of the delegates, and report the 
names of those dnly appointed before the choice of a moderator. 

6. The meeting shall be daily opened and closed with prayer. 

7. The Secretary shall previonsly piepare a docket of bnsiness, which may 
afterwards be enlarged as occasion shall reqnire. 

8. A committee of three shall be eariy chosen by ballot, who shall nominate 
delegates to Foreign Bodies, and all committees to whom bnsiness or anbjeots 
shall be referred, for them to report thereon. The acceptance of their nomina- 
tions shall confirm them as appointments. 

9. No motion shall be discnssed nnless seconded. No member shall speak 
more than twice to the same, motion, without liberty from the Association. Nor 
shall the moderator, while in the chair, speak to the merits of a question. Any 
motion or resolntion, at the request of the moderator, shall be written. 

10. Seven members shall be a qnorom. No member shall retire without 
leave of the moderator, or have leave of absence without n vote of the Asso- 
ciation. 

1 1. It shall be the doty of the moderator to prevent desultory remarks. 

12. At the opening of the morning session, the minutes of the preceding day 
shall be read; and the minutes of the last day at the close of the meeting. 

18. The appointment of delegates to corresponding bodies shall be certified by 
the printed minutes, or by a certificate from the Secretary. 

14. The narratives of the sUte of religion in our churches and corresponding 
bodies, shall be written and be brief, so that they can be given, in ordinary cases, 
on Tuesday afternoon. . 

15. The Dbtrict Associations shall annually present the schedules of their 
churches, ministers, settled and unsettled, the number of the*r churches, &c., and 
the number of young men under twenty-five years of ago, and the number who 
are preparing for the ministry in each cnnrch. 

16. A condensed narrative of the state of religion in each Association shall be 
prepared , and reported by a committee. 

17. The schedules and narratives of religion shall be lodged with the Secretary, 
to be kept on file. 

18. The Publishing Committee shall see that the minutes, as soon as printed, 
are sent to delerates to other bodies, and a copy sent by mail to every member 
of the District Associations. 

19. This Association shall, as iar as practicable, meet alternately in the eastern 
and western sections of the State. 

20. These Rules shall be read at the opening of every annual meeting. 
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sent you in times past, have been various. The morning of pros* 
perity hai^ often been followed by the evening of adversity. In 
times of spiritual declension, we have not shunned to apprize you 
of the absef^cc of the showers of divine grace, and the withering 
effects on the vineyard of the Lord. One year ago, we were con- 
strained to call you to mourn with ns, because so few had come to 
the solemn feasts of Zion. Our prayer was, *^ Spare thy people, 
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach." Now we invite 
you to rejoice with us, because, to some extent, '' the Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob, and gloriticd himself in Israel." And what 
should add to our mutual gratulations is, that " seasons of refresh- 
ing have come," in connection with the ordinmij means of grace. 
It began to be believed and as.«crtcd by some, that there would bo 
no more revivals in the churches, unless recourse was had to some 
extraordinary means, beyond tlie power of the individual church. 
But while we acknowledge the Divine goodness in blessing extra- 
ordinary means which have been employed, God has distinctly 
shown, that each church, with its stated ministry, and the religious 
instruction given its children, attended with the holy efficacy of 
prayer, contains, in its enclosures, all the means necessary for its 
purification and enlargement. 

While other means called to her aid have in past time been 
blessed to her increase, the Holy Spirit has recently testified, that 
she needs no more moral power, than that which exists in her indi- 
vidual capacity. Let this be used in entire and humble reliance on 
divine aid, and God will bless her, and that right early. 

Permit us then, brethren, to speak to you on the right use of the 
moral power, which you have in the ordinary means of grace. 

By moral power, we mean that ability entrusted to the christian 
which qualifies him to prevail with God in prayer, and to be a co- 
worker with him in the advancement of truth, and righteousness, 
and salvation. 

This power is efficaciously used, where the church prays in faith. 
It must be confessed, that much of that which is called prayer is 
ineffectual. This is evident by those intervals of declension which 
follow seasons of prosperity. Admit the truth, that christians offer 
such prayer as the Holy Ghost indites, and God hears and answers 
in that glowing season when sinners flock to Christ, as doves to 
their windows i it follows that supplication like this is restrained, 
when the reverse is true. If there is moral power in the church 
to call down the divine influences for a season, there must be suffi- 
cient, if properly used, to retain these influences for any given time. 
The cause, then, why seasons of refreshing are so transient in 
duration, and limited in their effects, is to be accounted for in a ces- 
sation of fervent, energetic prayer, with a correspondent action for 
the salvation of souls. There is a standard of holy failh and pious 
exertion, to which it is the duty and privilege of the church to rise, 
where the answer to prayer is so apparent, that all misgivings are 
removed from the mind of the supplicants. On the other hand, 
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when faith and religious exertion fall helow the demands of the 
gospel, nothing is effected for the enlargement of the church. "Ac- 
cording to your faith, be it unto you." As no beneficial results are 
witnessed where faith and benevolent effort are not united with fer- 
vent prayer, so the offering of prayer, not appropriate, is unavailing. 
A want of directness betrays the lack of sincerity, and of faith. 
The errand, which we profess to bring to the throne of grace, should 
be told, and told with that importunity which the case demands. 
Coming into an assembly where a particular church is collected to 
pray for a revival of religion, the pious observer, conversant with 
the mind of tho spirit, will determine with great accuracy, by the 
prayers offered, whether the petitioners are soon to receive the 
blessing implored. 

Again, brethren, your religious efforts should be made in connec- 
tion with your pastor, who is set over you in the Lord. If he be a 
faithful dispenser of divine truth, an accredited ambassador of 
Christ, you are bound to co-operate with him in the promotion of a 
revival of religion. There are many evidences, during the past 
year, where this co-operation was promptly and heartily rendered, 
and special blessings were conferred by the gracious spirit on uev- 
eral churches among us, and hundreds have been added to the Lord. 
Mo other means were used, except those belonging to the favored 
church. A whisper circulated that God cannot bestow his grace 
in connection with the pastor's labors, by the members of his church, 
is a death-blow to his usefulness, and your prosperity. Some of our 
churches have indiscreetly done this, and refused co-operation with 
their pastor, expecting help from some other quarter; and the con- 
sequences havo been division, hatred and strife, with the absence 
of the divine spirit. 

Again — in order to a right use of the moral power entrusted to a 
church, a general attendance should be observed on its occasional 
meetings. The signs of the times most clearly indicate^ the duty 
of the church to assemble frequently to promote its sanctification 
and enlargement. The monthly concert of prayer for the success 
of missions should be attended by all, unless prevented by some 
special providence. At this spot, all the moral power of the church 
militant should he concentrated. The altar is large enough for all 
the sacrifices, the cause great enough tu enlist all the energies, and 
the object glorious enough to fill the spiritual desires of every dis- 
ciple of Christ. If so much is done for Zion at this meeting, when 
it is maintained by one-third, or even one-fourth of the church, 
what mighty achievements would be realized, if every member were 
to bring his tithes into this store-house of the Lord? Other occa- 
sional meetings of the church demand tho united attendance and 
wisdom of all, that its discipline may be faithfully maintained, and 
its walk be according to the faith and order of the gospel. 

Further — to have the moral power of a church well employed, it 
should have under its constant supervision a well-conducted Sab- 
bath school. It is on the youthful mind that moral influence is 
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made to bear with the surest hope of success. The Sabbath school 
is the field, where all the energies oi the cliurch may be called into 
vigorous action. Previous to the establishment of these schools, it 
was supposed that nearly all the means used for the conversion of 
souls must be employed through the ministry. If the cry of the 
watchman was not heard, young sinners and old must perish. Ilie 
talents of the church were neglected to rust^ for the want of that 
employment, which alone can brighten the graces of the christian. 
A new discovery is opened for religious effort. Every one may be- 
come a teacher, or learner in the Sabbath school; and Harlan 
Pages may be employed in all our churches, by whose instrument- 
ality hundreds will be converted to Christ. From the Sabbath 
school, that precious undergi'oxcth in our churches, have been already 
transplanted some of the most flourishing cedars in the courts of the 
Lord. While we recommend pious instruction to be continued in 
the Sabbath school, we would enjoin it on the members of our 
churches not to neglect the teachings appropriate to the family cir- 
cle. The worthy example of our puritan Fathers, in communicat- 
ing instruction from the Westminster Catechism on Sabbath even- 
ing, is entitled to the particular regard of their posterity. No sub- 
stitute, we believe, has been found for this. We earnestly recom- 
mend the revival of this, where it has been omitted, as one of the 
best courses to implant in the youthful mind the faith once delivered 
to the saints. 

Connected with the supervision of the Sabbath school, the church 
has another opportunity to exert her influence in extending the 
cause of the Redeemer. It fs seeking out, and encouraging to 
pursue a course oi education for the gospel ministry, those young 
men in her communion, who give indications of becoming useful in 
that holy vocation. While the Holy Spirit is furnishing suitable 
subjects, let the church see that these be made meet for the sacred 
oflice, that no moral influence in Christ's kingdom be wasted. 

With all these efforts of religious exertion, the household of faith 
should maintain a fraternal and pious intercourse with each other, 
and the unregenerate around them. [^^ They that feared the Lord, 
spake often one to another."] 

The means by which the recent revivals in our State have been 
particularly promoted, are those employed by the brethren of the 
church. Many have discovered a willingness to work. Some have 
voluntarily offered their services to the pastor, to engage in a course 
of visitation. God has crowned efforts of this kind with a signal 
blessing. In this way, the heart of the pastor has been greatly 
cheered : his hands strengthened, and the moral influence of the 
brethren been successfully employed in turning sinners from the 
error of their ways, and saving souls from eternal death. Thus 
has Gcd, in his providence, shewed most distinctly that the church 
possesses, in our own pale, all the moral power requisite to her 
purity and enlargement. 

That the showers of grace have not descended more frequently 
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and copiously, in connection with the use of the ordinary means of 
grace, is not because the Spirit, who attended the labors of the 
Shepherds, the Edwards, the firainerds, the Tennants of former 
days, has slept with those holy men, but because the moral power 
entrusted to the ministers and churches of these times, has not been 
improved, as by those faithful disciples of Christ. It is believed, 
that a richer dispensation ol grace awaits the present and coming 
generations, than has been experienced by any of the past. Every 
passing year wads us nearer to the full accomplishment of that 
exhilarating promise, " In the last days, I will pour out mv spirit 
upon all flesh." The showers, which have already descended, are 
but an earnest of the pouring forth of the river of Grod, which is 
full of water, which is yet to fill every vale, and cover every hill. 
Other pentecostal seasons are to come, when thousands will be con- 
verted in a day. Greater reformations are to arise than that which 
Luther saw, when the fetters, which now bind millions of minds, 
will be broken, and the disenthralled will exult in that liberty, where-* 
with Christ makes his subjects free. Could all the moral energy 
of Christendom this moment awake, and one united, vigorous onset 
be made against the kingdoms of darkness, a greater victory would 
be achieved for Christ, than has been announced since that success- 
ful war, when Michael and bis angels fought with the devil and his 
angels. Such a war is to be fought, such a victory won, by the 
church and ministry of this and succeeding generations. 



ReaoliUiom of the General Association of Connecticut, 

See page 5. 

Whereas the institution of the Gospel Ministry is vital to the best 
interests of Zion and of the world ; and whereas a good degree of 
permanence, as to its pastoral relations, is necessary in order to its 
full and legitimate influence ; Therefore, 

1. Restdvedy That this Association deprecate the increasing fre- 
quency with which Pastoral relations are dissolved. 

2. Resnlvedj That we deem it inexpedient for Pastors to seek a 
dismission from their people, or for churches to seek the dismission 
of their Pastors, except for very manifest and imperative reasons ; 
especially do we regard the practice injurious when the chief design 
is on the part of Pastors to secure other places, and on the part of 
churches to obtain other Pastors. 

Resolved^ That we regard the settlement of Pastors on such con- 
ditions as that the pastoral relation may be dissolved by either party's 
giving the other some specified notice, as an undesirable departure 
from primitive Congregational usage, and a legitimate source of 
much evil to ministers and churches. 

Resolved, That the employment by the churches of stated supplies 
instead of settled Pastors, should be avoided as far as possible. 

Resolved^ That this Association recommend to the several Dis- 
trict Associations to consider the above subject, and to lend their 
aid in giving to the Pastoral OfRcc greater permanency, respect, and 
usefulness. 
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NO. 8. 

Report (fa eommUlee if the Oeneral Jbtodaiion. 

The eommittae appoiated by this bod^ at their latt MHion '* to take iolo con- 
sideration the neglect of pablick wonhip, and the miniitrj of reconciliation,'* 
make the following report. : 

That the number of those in thie reputed christian comnnnity, who live in the 
babitnal neglect of the mstitnted moans of grace, is very large, is a solemn fact, 
wen known to this body , and has, by them in past time, teen oflen 'deplored. 
Yonr committee wonld rejoice, conld they point ont a remedy for thb alarming 
eril. They woaid soggest what in their opinion, have been some of the means, in 
prodacing this abandonment of divine worshipi and also some remedies, to be 
used in persoading these delinqnents to freqaent the oonrts of the Lord. 

Some from a contra eted fenuriou$ne8$^ keep themselves and familiea from 
the hease of God. Many of oar honses of pnblick woiahip, areao regnlatod, that 
the occapant, most pay a certain snm for his seaL Yonr committee do not call 
in qnestMn, the wisdom of this plan. In many respects, they believe it to be a 
good one ; and that the hearer will be more apt, to appreciate the gospel, by 

f giving something for its privileees. Bnt the man who estimates more highly, a 
ittle of the mammon of nnrigbteoniness, than that gospel which brings life and 
'salvation to the sonl, most fii^ a cheap introdnction to the conrts of the Lord, or 
he will not enter. Some free seats mast be reserved for this class, and those eli- 
gible in location, that nothing may lie in the way, as an eionse for their absence. 

A second class from projadice against the preacher, or the doctrines preached, 
or some other canse will not attend. There is no better remedy for this, than an 
affectionate presentment of trolh with kind, persoasive treatment, which the gos- 
pel enjoins. This, if any thing, will overcome their prejudice, and bring them 
under the influence of gospel ordinances. 

A third class have broken away from tho sanctaary , during some auspeasbn of 
its religious privileges, and the habit of siayioff away islbrmed, and their moral 
feelings have become so steeped in slotli, and indifference, that a Sabbath morn- 
ing awakens in them no religions associations — no desires lor the conrts of the 
ILord. To prevent this, means should be used to have the preached gospel regu- 
larly maintained, that the habit of attention to its sacred injanctions, may com- 
bine, with other influences, to keep men before the altar of the Lord. 

A fourth class, by indalgence in various kinds of vice, especially intemperance, 




can hardly mention an evil so pregnant with disastroni consequencas,aa the great 
neglect of family discipline. It is common to see parents, and some of them 
professors of religion, indifferent whether their children go with them to the sanc- 
tuary or not — thus leaving them to spend the saciod day accordin|^ as their de- 
praved inclinations lead them. Your committee wonld recommend that the 
ministers belonging to this body, incolcate, more faithfally, than ia'times past, 
the solomn obligations resting on parents, to train up their children in the way, 
in which they should go. 

And if they expect to meet them in heaven, that they bring them to the place, 
which is sppropriately denominated the gate of heaven. This will be no hard 
task, if first, they bo early introduced to the maternal Association — then to the 
Sabbath school. 

Finally. Yonr Committee, believe the subject demands the united eo-opeim- 
tion of Pastors and lay brethren, in the^se of those moral means, which God haa 
pot into our hands. And if these are faithfully employed with fervent prayer for 
the divine blessing, they believe that many more may be brought under the in- 
fluence of divine ordinances, and the ways of Zion, will no longer mourn, be- 
oauso so many come not to her solemn feasts.— And for our enoonragemeiit. It is 
believed that the efibrts recently made to effect this object, have been ao fiu- auc- 
cessful as to invite an eneigetio peneveranee in the good work. Some of oor 
housee of public worship are filled^and a call is macie for an enlaigemeat. 



SCHBDUI^E. 

Tha miowinf ii Iba pho ihai ha* nqgetted iMif lo Uw niod of ilia eaawiilM, w 
bM •duMd M acconpiidi tbt end im tiaw. 

Each DiHriel Aaaoeiaiioa rimll Daminala ow dckgnta lo Iha Oaoanl Awoeiallan, ia 
ihaorderof Iba accompinjiDg aclwdalt, mameiicini villi the HoaUDoch, biCgra aa; 

. :.., .._.> :^^ J aseood. 

lall ban Iho pri>il«(« of nominalinf in ■ncwaaiaw and ordar. aa 
. . . . , _ .tatdnlc, till the oambtr of DOOiiiHiiaiu in each Aiaocialioa »taBlB 
tbe DBOibai' oT ita npraKnniini in tlie Csocnil A«d6iu>oii : Ibat ii, tha AMOciatioa 
•olillBd to 4 repraaHOUiiTv ahall DOminalg 4 delegatea lo fbnifa bodiaa, baton tba 
AaociatioD totillad lo oalj oue repmeaUtin ibaU nomlDala ■ nciwd ; or the Aaoda- 



Aa brMi*Klieabla, no Diariet Ajncialia dull Domiwia to 10; roraign body aora 
Ikwi tbe vbola rapreaanlallwi of the Gcdaral Anoci*tioa u Ibal body, aalil aach D^ 
(net AMociatioo riiall baia sominaled tha reimaaautiTaa 10 avacj olbar bodjp, wilk 
which ihii OananiE AnoeiatiiHi ii in correipoaaBaee. 
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Lyme, August 27, 1839. Delegates to the Creueral Association 
of New-Hampshire, assembled at 10 o'clock, A. M. in the Con- 
gregational meeting-house. Rev. Edwin Holt preached from 
Titus 2: 15. *' Let no man despise thee." 

Certificates of membership were presented, and the delegates 
present were as follows: 



Association. 
CaUdoiMLy 

DeerjUldj - - - 

Derrn, 

Harmonyy 

Hollis, 

Ilopkintonj 
LancasieTy 
Monadnocky 

Orange, 

Piscataqtuiy 

SuUwariy 

Uniony - - - 

The General JBsso. oj fht Pres- 
hyUrian chk. that met in the 
Ut Pres. chh. in Philadelphia^ 



Ministers. 

^ Drury Fairbanks 
Jonathan Curtis, 
Winthrop Fifield, 
Stephen S. N. Greely, 

^ Anson Sheldon. 

j- Eli W. Taylor, 

< John Suddard, 

( James Thompson. 

C David Perry, 

( Samuel Lee. 

C Asa P. Tenney, 

^ Benjamin F. Foster, 

( Amos Blanchard. 

-{ Horace Wood. 

{Josiah Ballard, 
Francis Danforth, 
Z. S. Barstow. 
{Daniel Campbell, 
Archibald Fleming. 
Edwin Holt, 
Erasmus D. Eldredge. 
S. T. Abbott. 

SJohn Woods, 
R. F. Lawrence. 
John M. Whiton, 
Samuel G. Tenney, 
A. Burgess. 

Anson Rood. 



Association. Ministers. 

Geneml JSsaociation rf Mass. i None. 

Gen. A80. of Ct. - - -! Chester Colton. 

Gen. Convtniionj VL - I Cyrus B. Drake. 

Gen, Conference J Meane^ \ Edward F. Cutter. 

Evangelical Consociation of i Constantine Blodget, 

Rhode hland, \ Joel Mann. 

Rev. JOHN H. CHURCH, Secretary. 

ABRAHAM BURNHAM, Treasurer. 
ERDIX TENNEY, Minister of the place. 



it 



After choosing the Rev. Zedekiah S. Barstow, Moderator, the 
Association had a recess till half past 1 o'clock. 

At the close of the recess, met and proceeded to business. 

Rev. Edwin Holt was chosen Scribe, and Rev. Amos Blanchard, 
Assistant Scribe. Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 

The Standing Rules were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. John Woods, Rev. John M. Whiton, and Rev. Asa P. 
Tenncy, were appointed a committee of nominations. 

Rev. Messrs. Samuel Lee, C. Colton, C. Blodgett, E. W. Tay- 
lor, and B. F. Foster, were appointed a committee to take minutes 
of the narrative on the state of religion in the churches, and to 
make a summary report. 

Voted, That without forming a decision upon the respective 
clauns of the different branches of the Presbyterian church, this 
Association will receive delegates from both branches, or from 
either, with fraternal affection. 

Rev. Messrs. F. Danforth, J. Curtis, and D. Perry, were ap- 
pointed a committee of overtures. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Chester Colton; after which, 
narratives oh the state of religion in the District Associations, also 
in Foreign Bodies, were given. Prayer was offered by Rev. C. 
Blodgett. 

After prayer by Rev. A. P. Tenncy, adjourned till 8 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 



Wednesday^ August 28, 1839. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. A. Burnham. — The minutes of the 
preceding day were read. 

The committee of overtures reported a request from the Grafton 
County Conference respecting the arrangement of benevolent ob- 
jects, and recommended that it be referred to a committee. Rev. 
Messrs. B. P. Stone, S. G. Teiuiey, and D. Campbell, were ap- 
pointed that committee. 



The committee of overtures reported a request from a conven- 
tion of Congregational and Presbyterian churches, that corres- 
pondence be held by a committee — at their discretion — appointed 
by this body, with individuals or ecclesiastical bodies at the South, 
on the subject of slavery. The committee recommended, that a 
committee be appointed for this purpose without discussion. The 
report was accepted and adopttd. 

Rev. Messrs. N. Lord, D. EL John M. Whiton, John Woods, 
Amos Blanchard, and Z. S. BarAow, were appointed. 

Rev. John K. Youns, delegate to the Ueneral Conference of 
Maine, reported that heliad fulfilled his appointment. 

The Association appointed the following delegates to Foreign 
Bodies, agreeably to the schedule. 



Gen. Assembly, 



Gen. Association 

of Mass. 
Gen. Association 

ofCt. 
Gen. Convention 

of Vt, 
Gen. Conference 

of Maine, 



Principals. Substitutes. 

< N. S. — Asa P. Tenney. iMoses Kimball, 
\ O. S.— Arch 'd Burgess. Jonathan McGec. 



Sereno T. Abbott, 
Jacob White. 
Anson Sheldon, 
Daniel Campbell. 
J. Le Bosquet, 
Wm. E. Holmes. 
Moses Grerould, 
Phineas Cooke. 
James W. Perkins, 
A. W. Bumham. 



i Edwin Holt, 

( Isaac Willey. 

( John Keep, 

I Erdix Tenney. 

( Prof. Heman Rood, 

I Horace Wood. 

Zedekiah S. Barstow, 

John Woods. 
Evan. Consociation { John Suddard, 
of R. I. i Stephen T. Allen. 

Voted, That the Pastors in future report to the delegates the 
whole number of their church members, without distinction of 
resident and non-resident members. 

The committee appointed to consider the request of the Grafton 
County Conference, reported, recommending the following ar- 
rangements for charitable collections to the several counties. [See 
Appendix JVb. 4.] 

Rev. Messrs. Church and A. Burnham were appointed a com- 
mittee to nominate the place of the meeting of the next General 
Association, and aUo the District Association to furnish a preacher. 

Adjourned till half past 1 o'clock, P. M. to give place for the 
exercises of the anniversaries of the N. H. Branch of the Educa- 
tion Society, and of the N. H. Sunday School Union. 

At the close of the recess, met and proceeded to business. 

The Auditor's report on the Treasurer's account was presented 
and accepted. 

Voted, that a tax of 50 cents be assessed upon the ministers 
of the District Associations for the year to come. 

Rev. A. Bumham was re-elected Treasurer, and Rev. N. Bou- 
ton, Auditor of his accounts. 

Rev. Messrs. J. French, J. H. Church, D. D., J. Curtis, A.W. 
Bumham, N. Bouton, P. Cooke, G. Punchard, N. Lord, D. D., 
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J. Woods, and Z. S. Barstow, were appointed to certify the regu- 
lar standing of ministerg, travelling beyond the limits of this 
Association. 

The Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund made a report, 
which was accepted and adopted, and is as follows: 

Lyme, Auffust 27, 1839. 
To the General AaBodatum ofNew^Hampshire — Tlu Tmt/ees <fiht 
JVidawi^ Charitable Fund nuJee ike foUowmg report: 

Our annual meeting was held at the house of our President, 
Ilev. N. Bouton, Concord, June 5, 1839. 

The Treasurer's report was heard and accepted. — ^The follow- 
ing officers were elected: 

Rev. EDWIN HOLT, of Portsmouth, was elected Trustee, 
instead of Rev. Josiah Carpenter, resigned. 
Rev. N. BOUTON, President. Rev. A. BURNHAM, Sec'ry. 
STEPHEN AMBROSE, Esq. Treasurer. 
The President, Secretary and Treasurer were chosen Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Rev. N. BOUTON and S. FLETCHER, Esq. Auditors. 

Widow O. G. Thatcher was enrolled as beneficiary. 
The same day, the Executive Committee made the following 
appropriations, viz: 

To Mrs. Thayer, $20,00 To Mrs. Walker, $20,00 



(( cc 

(C (( 

(( cc 

cc (C 



Flint, 20,00 

Hull, 20,00 

Pillsbury, 20,00 

Hardy, 20,00 



cc cc 



Thatcher, 20,00 



Amounting to $140,00 



Such have been the changes in the Board of Trustees, by death, 
resignation, and otherwise, that it may be desirable for you to 
have a list of the present Trustees. They are the following: 

John H. Church, D. D. Rev. Messrs. J. French, E. P. Brad- 
ford, A. Burnham, J. Woods, J. M. Putnam, N. Bouton, S. Am- 
brose, Esq. S. Fletcher, Esq. Rev. Messrs. J. Ward, E. Holt, 
and D. J. Noyes. 

Perceiving, as we think, from this list, that only two of the 
original Trustees now remain on it, we feel admonished to do 
quickly, whatever we would do, for the poor widows and children 
of our deceased brethren in the Lord. 

Attest— A. BURNHAM, Secretary. 

The Pastoral Address was read by Rev. John M. Whiton, of the 
Union Association, and ordered to lie on the table for the present. 

The Association had a recess, to give way for an adoress on 
Foreign Missions from Rev. Mr. Spaulding, delegate from the 
American Board of C. F. M., and for the anniversary of the N. H. 
Bible Society. 

Rev. Messrs. E. Holt, A. Blanchard, and A. P. Tcnney, were 
appointed a committee of publication; and Rev. Messrs. Jonathan 



McGee and David Perry, a committee to prepare the next Pas- 
toral Address. 

Adjourned to half past 7 o'clock this evening. 

Half past 7, P. M. Association met. 

Voted, That the Pastoral Address be referred to a committee 
for revision. 

Rev. Messrs. J. M. Whiton, A. Bumham, and J. Woods, were 
appointed a committee for this purpose. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at half past 7 o'clock. 



Thursoat, August 29. 

Association met, and was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Ballard. — ^The minutes of the preceding day were read. 

The committee to nominate the place of the next annual meet- 
ing, reported Hampton as the place, and the Harmony Aaaocinr 
tion to appoint the preacher; which report was accepted. 

The committee on the neglect of public worship made a report 
in part, which was accepted. Voted, that the committee be con- 
tinued, and report next year. 

The committee on the Pastoral Address made a report, which 
was accepted, and it was ordered to be published with the minutes. 

The Association* was addressed by Rev. Asa Bullard, Secretary 
of Mass. Sabbath School Society, and Rev. Christopher Marsh, 
Agent of American Sunday School Union. 

The committee on the Widows' Charitable Fund made a report, 
which was accepted; and it was voted that the committee be em- 
powered to publish extracts from the report. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the ministers to preach on 
the subject jof the Widows' Charitable Fund, and solicit a collec- 
tion on its behalf 

The narrative on the state of religion was presented by the com- 
mittee, and accepted, amended and adopted. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Association be presented to the 
Rev. Erdix Tenney, and through him to the people of hyme^ for 
their hospitable entertainment of this Association. 

The minutes of the last day were read. And after prayer by 
Rev. Dr. Lord, the Association adjourned mmedU. 

Z. S. BARSTOW, Moderator. 

Enwiif Holt, Scribe. 

Amos Blanchard, Assistant Scribe. 



APPEiVDIX. 



STANDING RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1 . This Greneral Association shall meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of August annually ; and be opened at 10 o'clock, A. M. by a Con- 
cio ad Clerum by a minister appointed by one of the District Asso- 
ciations in rotation. 

2. At the close of the religious exercises, the preacher shall take 
the chair, and preside till a moderator is chosen by ballot. 

3. A scribe and an assistant scribe shall also be chosen by ballot. 

4. The Association shall be composed of the Secretaiy, the 
Treasurer, the Minister of the place of the meeting, and delegates 
from the District Associations, according to the following ratio of 
representation, viz. — One from every Association, two from every 
Association of seven members, three from every Association of 

^thirteen members, and four from every Association of twenty mem- 
bers. No minister shall be counted nor represented in two Asso- 
ciations. 

51 The Secretary shall receive the certificates of the delegates, 
and report the names of those duly appointed, before the choice of 
a moderator. 

6. The meeting shall be daily opened and closed with prayer. 

7. The Secretary shall previously prepare a docket of business, 
which may afterwards be enlarged as occasion shall require. 

8. A committee of three shall be early chosen by ballot, who 
shall nominate delegates to Foreign Bodies, and all committees to 
whom business or subjects shall be referred, for them to report 
thereon. The acceptance of their nominations shall confirm 
them as appointments. 

9. No motion shall be discussed unless seconded. No member 
shall speak more than twice to the same motion, without liberty 
from the Association ; nor shall the moderator, while in the chair, 
speak to the merits of a question. Any motion or resolution, at 
the request of the moderator, shall be written. 

10. Seven members shall be a quorum. No member shall re- 
tire without leave of the moderator, or have leave of absence 
without a vote of the Association. 

11. It shall be the duty of the moderator to prevent desultory 
remarks. 

12. At the opening of the morning session, the minutes of the 
preceding day shall be read; and the minutes of the last day at 
the close of the meeting. 

13. The appointment of delegates to corresponding bodies shall 
be certified by the printed minutes, or by a certificate from the 
Secretary. 



14. The narratives of the state of religion in our churches and 
corresponding bodies shall he written and .be brief, so that they 
can be given, in ordinary cases, on Tuesday afternoon . 

15. The District Associations shall annually present the sched- 
ules of their churches, ministers settled and unsettled, the number 
of their churches, &c. and the number of young men under twen- 
ty-five years of age, and the number who are preparing for the 
ministry in each church. 

16. A condensed narrative of the state of religion in each Asso- 
ciation shall be prepared, and reported by a committee. 

17. The schedules and narratives of religion shall be lodged with 
the Secretary, to be kept on file. 

18. The Publishing Committee shall see that the Minutes, as 
soon as printed, are sent to delegates to other bodies, and a copy 
sent by mail to every member of the District Associations. 

19. This Association shall, as far as practicable, meet alternate- 
ly in the eastern and western sections of the State. 

20. These Rules shall be read at the opening of every annual 
meeting. 



No. 1. 

Narrative of the state of Religion ttnt/nn the bounds of the General J$* 
sociation of ^tw^Hampshire — JHugust 1839. 

From the reports of the present year, we find that there are 
connected with the General Association of New-Hampshire 169 
churches. Of these churches 93 have Pastors and 31 stated sup- 
plies. There have been added to them by profession nearly 1000 
members. The number of revivals reported is comparatively few. 
In 25 congregations, however, the operations of the Spirit in the 
conversion oi sinners in unusual numbers has been witnessed. And 
some of these have been greatly blessed. In Wolf borough about 
200 have become the hopeful subjects of grace. In Tuflonborough 
about 125. In Bradford 100. The other churches blessed with reviv- 
als are those in Tamworth, Moultonborouffh, Effingham, Atkinson, 
Hopkinton, Hinsdale, Nelson, Sullivan, Winchester, Colebrook, 
Claremont, Cornish, Newport, Rye, North-Hampton, and Brent- 
wood. That there are so few revivcds in out State, furnishes oc- 
casion for deep humiliation before God. 

There is, however, another feature of the reports that calls for 
deeper humiliation — That in most cases where Utere are not remvabf 
the churches are represented as in a state of declension. 

The Sabbath Schools are represented as more numerously at- 
tended than at any former period, and in general as in a very flour- 
ishing condition. In this fiu^t we find a ground of encouracement 
and hope. These Sabbath Schools will not be without remUts that 
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•hall make glad the city of God. All the principles oa which God 
tB revealed as administering his grace, and all the analogy of his 
providence justifies the assured expectation, that children upon 
whom so much care is hestowed in the inculcation and enforcement 
of religious truth— of the Bible, the very words which the Holy 
Ghost has taught — will, most of them, be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. And not only so, but that they will be converted ear- 
ly, and to a higher standard than ours, of holy living— even the 
Bible standard. Converted early, and forming their religious char- 
acter at that period of life when it is natural to form and confirm 
the character, may we not hope to witness in these, now the mem- 
bers of our Sabbath Schools, a generation of Christians, not like 
their fiaUhers, but *' a peculiar people zealous of good works,*' and 
to whom Grod shall award the high privilege of carrying salvation 
to the nations. 

And in view of what is reported of our Sabbath Schoob, may we 
not say, although sinners are not this year converted in the usual 
numbers, God has not forsaken us ? He is performing in the 
midst of us, a work which viewed in its connections, is not less glo- 
rious than the conversion of sinners. He is preparing the way, — 
\b doing a part of that, which, in his own time, shall result in con- 
versions — thorough conversions, and to be followed by a life of dis- 
tinguished usefulness. 

ft is gratifying to notice the continued operation of the spirit 
of reform in regard to meeting houses. In one Association, every 
house, with a single exception, has been new-moddeled. We 
look upon these improvements as a means of grace ; furnishing as 
they do superior convenience both for preaching and hearing the 
gospel. And, too, they will become a means of prolonged health 
and life to ministers; some of whom, it is believed, have fallen 
victims to houses of the former construction. 

Interesting reports are made of the attendance upon public 
worship, lliere is no diminution, but rather an increase. And 
as in the general attendance upon Sabbath Schools, so in this fact 
there is ground of encouragement to the friends of Zion. Those 
who have observed most extensively the methods of God's grace, 
have learned to indulge strong hopes of the conversion and salva- 
tion of those who uniformly attend public worship. Grod, we say 
again, has not forsaken us. 

If the cause of temperance has made progress, it is in forms 
not the most palpable. At least the reports do not recognize it. 

The Volume Enterprise has continued to receive attention. 
From the silent operation of these vehicles of truth, we may an- 
ticipate the most desirable results upon the piety of the churches. 
Said a member^>and, in comparison with others, a very exempla- 
ry member of a church in a town where, in connexion with many 
others, one hundred volumes of the Memoir of Harlan Page had 
been distributed some two years ago-—'* For a year and a half I 
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have thought very much oo the question, How can I be iiaidr 
USEFUL? And," continued he, ** I find from conversation with 
my brethren around me, that many of them are making the same 
inquiry." Let this inquiry become universal in our churches, and 
Zion would have received an acquisition of far higher value than 
the increase of numbers of christians such as have been. 

The Theological Seminary at Gilmanton continues to prosper. 
We hail its rising light as the harbinger of good to our State ; and 
especially to its places of moral desolation. 

Dartmouth College was never in a more flourishing condition. 
And to all other of his blessings, God has the past year added 
the richest — the effusions of his grace. Fifteen of its members 
have, it is hoped, transferred their influence from the power of 
darkness to the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

From Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, and from the General Assembly (New School) of the 
Presbyterian Church, we have been favored with reports. Con- 
necticut has been blessed with revivals — some of which were 
powerful. The Congregational churches of Rhode Island are 
supplied with preaching of the gospel, and in some the reviv- 
ing influences of the Spirit have been enjoyed. 

In conclusion. While we And much to deplore, we find much 
also that calls for our joy. In the state of our churches, and of 
the community with which they are connected, we see the de- 
velopment of those plans of Jehovah, which, in their consumma- 
tion, involve the world's redemption. ** The Lord reigneth, let 
the earth rejoice." For the Committee — 

SAMUEL LEE. 



No. 2. 
PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CHURCHES. 

The General Association of New-Hampshire,' in session at 
Lyme, August, 1839, send to the Congregational and Presbjrte- 
rian churches in their connexion. Christian salutations, and beg to 
offer to their brethren some suggestions and counsels, called for, 
in their judgment, by the circumstances of the times.' 

Christian Brethren, we exhort you, first, to aiandjinn in ffowr 
adherence to ikone vUten oj dwine Irtdh, which have been regarded by 
the Orthodox churches of New-England, as fundamental. Be 
watchful to maintain in our churches the purity of the faith. Deep- 
ly should we regret to see the time, when, in any of our congrega- 
tions, a sound, scriptural discourse on any of the ffreat and senc- 
rally acknowledged truths of the gospel, should excite, if not mrect 
opposition, yet a feeling of surprise and displeasure. We have 
been apprehensive of a decline of doctrinal knowledge, particular- 
ly among the young, from the character of much of the reading of 
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the age ; from the prttetene^ for the fictitions, story-telling, amu^ 
ing prodoctioRs of the modem press, rather Uian the more miritaal 
and substantial works of such men as Baxter, Howe, and Eowards. 
It is a serious question, whether our Sabbath School libraries do 
not need, to some extent at least, an expurgation ? 

See next, that your obedience extenas to the whole rfthe Dwine 
Law, To take up with the cheap and easy parts of religicm, as 
meetings, profession, and forms — ^while the more difficult parts, as 
the keeping of the heart, the restraint of the temper, and the gov- 
ernment ofthe tongue, the renunciation of worldly interests for the 
glory of God, the denial of the will, appetite and pleasure, when 
they conflict with duty, are neglected : — alas, this is not piety, 
however current it may pass for such ! 

Be solicitous, .we affectionately entreat you, to trtM up yovr ChU^ 
drenfor God, In this important matter, trust not at all to the Sab- 
bath School. While you avail yourself of its important aid, re- 
member, it does not exempt you from the duty of talking to your 
children on the religion of Christ, when you sit in the house, or 
walk by the way. Beware of placing them in irreligious families, 
or cxposin<5 them to bad influences, for the sake of good wages, or 
any worldly advantage whatever. Be more anxious to see them 
wise, humble, and pious, than rich, fashionable, or accomplished : 
and then they will be likely to estimate religion, as they sec you esti- 
mate it. Make them familiar with that excellent Summary of Doc- 
trine, the Westminster Shorter Catechism. Our pious fathers and 
mothers made great use of it, in transmitting the religion ofthe 
gospel to their posterity : and should not we restore it to the stand- 
ing it held in the preceding generation } How to revive the thor- 
ough study ofthe Catechism, is a question we commend to the con- 
sideration of every church. Leave not your children half-taught, 
but have them thoroughly unstructed in it. In vain will Ministers 
preach to them in the sanctuary, if you do not catechize and teach 
them at home. 

On the great subject of Family Govdinnentf we feel more than 
we can express. Many children ofthe church are not properly re- 
strained — no wonder if in this case they make themselves vile.— 
There is in this day a sad declension of family discipline. Highly 
as we think of Maternal Associations, and warmly as we commend 
them to the mothers in our Israel, yet we believe that the mother 
who manages her children by merely flattering, or inducing them 
by rewards to do what they ought, instead of constraining them by 
the mild exercise of authority, is preparing many a heart-ache for 
the future. If the will ofthe child be not Mosonafc/t/ broken and 
subdued, the bad passions of depraved nature will in spite of other 
eflbrts, develope themselves rapidly. The child, who has never 
learnt the lesson of obedience to parents whom he has seen— how 
can he be expected to obey God, whom he has not seen ? 

We fear there is in some of our churches, a growing neglect of 
Infant Dedication in Baptum ; and that often where not omitted, it 
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is unjufltifiably delayed. "While we would treat with great tender- 
nees, those who are conscientiously scrupulous on this point ; yet 
where the duty is admUted on the part of the parents, a neglect, or 
careless delay of compliance, is such a breach of covenant, as calls 
for friendly admonition — and in some cases, decided rebuke. 

Under the apprehension that too mamj projessed ChrtBHans neglect 
the teorahip tf God in their famUiet, and very unhappy consequences 
result from this neglect— we advise Pastors and churches to insti- 
tute particular inquiries on this subject — perhaps through the agen- 
cy of a committee where thought expedient — and to address delin- 
quent brethren with urgent expostulations and persuasives, to erect 
in their houses an altar for God. 

As another important mode of usefulness, we exhort all the mem- 
bers of our churches, both male and female, to exert their influence 
to induce such of their neighbors and acquaintances, as neglect 
public worship, to become attendants at the sanctuary. This is the 
school of Christ. If they seldom or never visit it, how shall they 
learn of him who is meek and lowly in heart ? The man or woman 
who persuades a neglecter of public worship, to become a frequent- 
er of God's house, may, not improbably, ^*save a soul from death, 
and hide a muhitude of sins." 

Allow us to urge. Christian brethren, the importance of correct 
views of the nature and duty of laborinfj^ for Christ, Some seem to 
think it little more than talking on religion, attending the custom- 
ary course of religious meetings, and making, once in a few years, 
some special efforts for a Revival. Alas ! one may do all this, and 
have not the smallest claim to be counted a laborer in Christ's vine- 
yard. To la'bor for Christ, implies that course of action and self- 
denial, which gives men favorable impressions of religion, and 
serves to extend its influence. It is to be prayerful, peaceable, 
meek and pure ; to visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic- 
tion; and to help those who have not the power to help themselves; 
to make personal efforts for the salvation of others ; to diffuse the 
knowledge of Christ ; to prove by our conduct — that surest index 
of the heart — that we estimate religion above money, ofRce, repu- 
tation, self-gratification, or any worldly interest whatever. I^t no 
man, to whom this character is not, in some good degree, applica- 
ble, dream that he is entitled to the honorable distinction of a co- 
worker with Gt>d. 

And in reference to those labors, which aim at the promotion of 
Revivals of religion, we think it needful to add. Seek them in the 
Right fVay. Rely not on mere men, however famed as rerivai 
preachers ; nor on any course of measures, however taking and 
exciting. Rely on God only. Let a church do this, in the spirit 
of humble faith, and there is no need of sending to the ends of the 
earth for instruments. No : the plainest man, imbued with the 
spirit of the gospel, and the most ordinary means, will be adequate 
through Divine grace, to produce Revivals. " Not by might, nor 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.'* Without this 
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relimnce, seme popular preacher, if kiold aad dahng enough, may 
produce creat eflerveacenciB, in which, after all, there maj be very 
little of the genuine work of the Lord. We have heard quite too 
much about tpecial efforts to promote religion. Efforts to do good 
should be common, persevering, habitual : not merely special. We 
advise to less reliance on special efforts, and to the more faithful 
use of those ordinary means, which Grod has long blessed, which 
his people have long approved, and under whose nurturing influenc- 
es, the churches of New England have become what they now arc. 

We advert to another point. In an effort to remedy the growing 
inBtabUiiy of the Poiloral ReUUion^ we beg the concurrence of the 
churches. A fluctuating Ministry cannot strike its roots deep into 
public confidence. These frequent dismissions of Ministers, for 
slight reasons, or no reason at all — that will bear the light — bode 
great evil to our Zion. The desire, if on the part of the Minister 
lor a more inviting field, or on the part of the church for a more 
popular roan, savors too often of the spirit of the world, and not of 
the spirit of Christ. We respectfully dissuade our brethren from 
introducing into ministerial contracts, such conditions as seem to 
have an eye to a speedy dissolution of the sacred relation. And 
we think it right to frown on attempts by small and restless minori- 
ties to control majorities, and deprive them of the Pastor of their 
choice, by creating a state of things, which seems to render a dis- 
mission the only way of escape from evils yet more intolerable.) 

Brethren, we appeal to you on still another subject. Is there 
not among us a growing irregularity, in professors of religion and 
their families /re^en^/y leaving thar own meeiingdj and rtmnu^ to 
ondfro ai ilu call rf a new voice, with scarce a thought whether the 
preacher have entered the ministry by the door, or climbed up some 
other way; whether he teach truth, or error ; whether their course 
will, or will not grieve and discourage their brethren ; whether 
it will tend to the union or disunion, the edification or prostration 
of the church, whose good they are bound to seek ? If the evil ex- 
ists, should not every faithful member bear witness against it ? 

We touch on but a single additional topic. Christians of the pres- 
ent age, compared with their predecessors, have more enterprize 
and action ; and though in their public movements, there may be 
an intermixture of display and bustle, yet there is much that is sol- 
id, that is truly valuable and effective. But are they not compar- 
atively deficient in self-communion, and the retired duties of the 
closet ? Do they not, in too many instances, substitute socio/ re- 
ligion and special external efforts, in the place of closet and family 
duties ? Is not this a reason, why so many live doubting, and die 
trembling ? Would it not be well to make, in this respect, a near- 
er approximation to the pattern of the good New England Fathers? 
Yes : in these excited, busy times, Christians need to recal, fre- 
quently, the inspired direction, ** Stand in awe, and sin not ; com* 
^mune with thine own heart upon thy bed, and be still.'* 
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Reeapifolatidn. 



AMOcialiuiii. Chiircb«t. 


Mia. 


Cofeuiii. 


Ada*M. 


RemoT. 


BaptiMu. 


Caledonia 


7 


3 


248 








Deerfield 


14 


11 


1395 


81 


33 


74 


Derry 


13 


9 


2116 


127 


92 


95 


Harmony 


21 


21 


1398 


138 


58 


67 


Hopkinton 


19 


16 


2470 


239 


194 


139 


Ho lis 


13 


13 


1460 


56 


92 


62 


Lancaster 


4 


2 


215 


36 


11 


26 


Orange 


11 


7 


1132 


75 


' 55 


48 


Monadnock 


20 


20 


2178 no report 


since 1837 


Piscataqua 


18 


15 


1174 


180 


61 


119 


Sullivan 


14 


13 


1360 


173 


77 


94 


Union 


16 


13 


1284 


64 


58 


74 



170 243 16,435 1169 601 

Treasnrer's Report. 



798 



Dr. 



General Attociation of New Haaipekirey 

In account vnth Abraham Burnham, Tnamrer. 

To balance due the Treasurer last year, $12,23 

Cash paid for printing Minutes of 1837 30,08 

Cash paid for printing Minutes of 1838 37,83 

Cash paid for interest 1,60 



Cr. By Cash received from 

Caledonia Association 

Hopkinton 

Harmony 

Union 

Deerfield 

Hollis 

Sullivan 

Piscataqua 

Monadnock 

Derry 

Orange 

Lancaster 



81,74 

10,50 
6,00 
4,50 
4,50 
8,25 
3,75 
5,25 
9,00 
6,75 
•0,00 
•0,00 



60,75 
Balance due the Treasurer 20,99 

*Me«n Gampbell and Tenney of the Oranffe, and Holmei of the Lancaster Aatoci- 
atioB paid up Ibtir rates at the Anniversary io Lyme. The rates paid in at oar Aani- 
versary will cancel llie debt due the Treasurer, and defray the expeaae of printiiY the 
Minates the corrtnt year. 

Pembroke, Aug. 16, 1839. A. BURNHAM, Treaa. 

I hereby certify that I have examined the lanfoinf^aceounc of the Rev. Abrakam 
Barabam, Tnasorer of tha General AvoeiBUoai and fied k correctly caaC and weB 
lynched. If, BOUtOlf » AodHar. 

CoQCon!, Sept. 21 » 18». 
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The General Association of New Hampshire assembled in Hampton, 
in the Congregational Meeting-House, on Tuesday, August 25, 1840, at 
10 o'clock A. M. 

Rev. Giles Leach preached from Hebrews 13 : 17, They watch for 
your souls as they that must give account. 

Certificates of membership were presented and the delegates pres- 
€nt were as follows : — 



Astociation, 
Caledonia 

Detrfield 

Derry 

Harmony 

Hollts 

HopkinUn 

Lancaster 

Monadnock 

Orange 

Piscataqua 
Sullivan 

Union 

Oeneral Assembly Pres, Church 
General Association of Mass, 
Oeneral Association of Conn. 
General Conference of Maine 
General Convention of Vermont 
Evangelical Consociation of R. /. 
Treasurer 
Minister of the placn 



{ 



Ministers, 
Edmund Burt 
Daniel Lancaster 
John Le Bosquet 
Josiah Prentice 
Charles P. Russell 
Pliny B. Day 
Giles Leach 

i Stephen T. Allen 

I D. Goodwin 

! Caleb B. Tracy 
Isaac Knight 
Moses Kimball 
Horace Woed 
I Zedekiah S. Barstow 
I Elisha Rock wood 
\ L. B. Sullivan 
i Jonathan French 
< Sereno T. Abbott 
( William Williams 

(William Hutchinson 
Aurelius S. Swift 
1 Thomas Savage 
\ A. Burgess 
( D. P. Smith 
-I None 
None 
Hiram P. Arms 
i Clark Perry 
\ None 
-{ Thomas Vernon 
-{ Abraham Burnhani 
\ Erasmus D. Eldrcdge 
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The Association was organized by choosing Rev. Jonathan French 
Moderator ; Rev. C. B. Tracy, Scribe ; and Rev. M. Kimball, Assistant 
Scribe. 

Prayer was offered by the Moderator. 

The standing rules were read by the Scribe. 

Rev. Messrs. Barstow, Rockwood and Abbott were nppointed a com- 
mittee of nomination and of overtures. 



Rev. Messrs. Lancaster, Burgess and Arms were appointed a commit- 
tee to take minutes of the narrative on the state of religion in the church- 
es, and to make a summary report. 

Voted to have a recess tul half past one o'clock. 

At the close of the recess, met and proceeded to business. 

On motion, voted, that the Association adjourn at a quarter past 12 
o'clock at noon, and a quarter past six in the afternoon. 

A letter from the Congregational Union of Lower Canada was read, 
and Rev. Messrs. Burgess and Savage were appointed a committee to 
report on the same. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. M. Kimball ; after which, narratives 
on the state of religion in the District Associations, also in foreign bod- 
ies, were given. 

Letters from the Congregational Union of England and Wales were 
read. It was then voted, that the subject of them be committed to the 
Secretary that shall be appointed, to report such answer as he may 
deem expedient to send themv 

Voted, That the New Hampshire Branch of the A. E. Society hold 
its anniversary to-morrow, at 9 o^clock ; and that the Sabbath School 
Union hold its anniversary at half past ten. 

Rev. Messrs. Lancaster and Kimball were appointed a committee to 
nominate the place of the meeting of the next General Association, and 
also the District Association to furnish a preacher. 

Rev. Messrs. Burgess and J. French were appointed a committee to 
revise the Standing Rules of this Association. 

Rev. Messrs. J. French, E. L. Parker, J. Curtis, A. W. Burnham, N. 
Bouton, P. Cooke, G. Punchard, N. Lord, D. D., J. Woods and Z. S. 
Barstow, were appointed to certify the regular standing of ministers, 
travelling beyond the limits of this Association. 

The Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund made a report — which 
report was accepted and adopted, and is as follows : 

To the General •Association of ^eio- Hampshire : 

The Trustees of the Widows' Charitable Fund report — 
That they held their annultl meeting on the 3d of June last, and 
elected Rev. N. Bouton, President; Rev. A. Burnham, Secretary; 
S. Ambrose, Esq. Treasurer; and Messrs. Bouton and Fletcher, 
Auditors. Messrs. Bouton and Burnham were chosen Executive 
Committee. 

A contribution was taken up of §5,76. According to th* 
Treasurer's account, our funds amount to somewhat over j|^900. 

Our Committee have made for the year the following appropria 
tions — viz : 



To Mrs. 


Thayer 




$20,00 


( i 


Flint 




20,00 


a 


Pillsbury 




20,00 


c k 


Hardy 




20,00 


i i 


Hull 




20,00 


( h 


Walker 




20,00 


(C 


Thatcher 




20,00 


Orphan children of the late Rev. S. Farnsworth, 


20,00 



$160,00 



Vour Appeal, prepared by your Committee and read to you at 
your last anniversary, was published at the expense of benevolent 
(emales in Rev. Mr. Holt^s church, and suitable measures were 
taken for its distribution. With what result, we are not able to 
report. A, BURNHAM, Scc'ry. 

Pembroke, Aug. '20, 1840* 

The Treasurer's Report was presented and accepted ; ami was ordered 
to be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes. 

Voted, to appoint a Secretary. Rev. Z. S. Barslow was chosen. 

After prayer by Rev. Mr. Burgess, adjourned till 8 o'clock, to-morrow 
tuurnino;. 

Wedxesdav, August 2H. 

Met according to adjournincni. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Sullivan. The Minutes of the pre- 
ceding day were read. 

Rev. Messrs. N. Bouton and A, P. Tenney were appointed a commit- 
tee 10 prepare the next Pastoral Address. 

Rev. Messrs. Tracy and Kimball were appointed a committee ot' 
Publication. 

The committee, to whom were referred \ho letters from England and 
Wales, reported. Their report was accepted and adopted. 

Rev. P. Cooke, a delegate to the General Convention of Vermont, 
and to the General Conference of Maine, re£)orted that he had fulfilled 
his appointment. 

Rev. Mr. Allen, a delegate to the Evangelical Consociation of Rhod»f 
Island, reported that he had fulfilled his appointment. 

Voted, that a tax of 50 cents be assessed upon the ministers of rh*- 
District Associations for the year to come. 

Rev. A. Bumham was appointed Treasurer of this Association, and 
Rev. N. Bouton, Auditor. 

On motion— 'it was voted, that the committee appointed at the last 
Association to correspond with the churches at the South on the subject 
«f slavery, be discluir^ed. 

The committee to nominate the place of the next annual meeting, 
reported Francestown as the place, and the Monaduock Association to 
appoint the preacher; which report was accepted and adopted. 

The Association adjourned till half past one, to give place to the 
annual meeting of the N. H. Branch of tne A. E. Society, and the N. H. 
Sabbath School Union. 

Mt:t according to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Williams. The Pastoral Addre>v 
was read by Rev. Mr. McGee. It was accepted and adopted, and or 
dered to be printed with the Minutes. 

Rev. Mr. Holt, a delejratc to the General Association of Massachu- 
•9ett8, reported that he had fulfilled his appointment. 

Whereas it appears that the Piscataqua Association have fully dis- 
•barged their dues to the General Association ; and although, by som*- 
informality in the payment, it does not so apjwar on the Treasurer' -» 
Tiook — therefore, 

Voted, that the Treasurer be instructed to balance on his book the a«-- 
•'ounts of that Association, and to commence with them a new account. 

a2 



6 

The Association appointed the following delegates to foreign bodies, 
agreeably to the schedule. 



(ren. Assembly, 
Gen. Asso. Mass. 



Gen. Asso. Ct. 



Gen. Conven. Vi. 



Gen. Conf. Maine, 



Evan. Conso. R. I. 



Rev. £. D. Eldredge, 
Rev. S. T. Abbott, 
Rev. A. Bodwell, 
Rev. E. Rock wood, 
Rev. C. B. Tracy, 
Rev. D. Adams, 
Rev. A. Rawson, 
Rev. A. Burnham, 
Rev. M. G. Grovenor, 
Rev. S. Rogrers, 
Rev. B. Smith, 
Rev. A. W. Bumham, 
Rev.. A. Tobey, 
Rev. D. GDodwin, 
Rev. J. Pomroy, 
Rev. £. Jennison, 
Rev. M. Gerould, 
Rev. J. R. Davenport, 
Rev. J. M. Whiton, 
Rev. Joshua Dodj^, 
Rev. E. P. Bradford, 



Principal, 

Substitute. 

Principal, 

do. 
Substitute. 

do. 
Principal, 

fdo. 
Substitute, 

do. 
Principal, 

do. 
Substitute, 

do. 
Principal, 

do. 
Substitute, 

do. 
Principal, 

do. 
Substitute, 

do. 



! 



Sev. John Wilde, 
I business to give place to the annual meet' 
ing of the N. H. Bible Society. After public exercises were concluded, 
and after prayer by Rev. Mr. Tracy, it was voted to adjourn till eight 
(^clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursdat, August 37. 

Association met, and was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. Bullard. 
The Minutes of the preceding day were read. Rev. J. Keep, a delegate 
to the General Association of Connecticut, reported that he had fulfilled 
his appointment. 

The committee, appointed to take into consideration the subject pre* 
scnted in a letter from the Congregational Union of Lower Canada, 
reported, that the Corresponding Secretary of the Association be directed 
to answer the letter, expressing to them our christian salutation and 
fellowship with them in their labors. 

Rev. J. French presented the following notice of the Rev. Dr. 
Chnrob. 

Tiiis General Association are deeply affected by the providence of 
God in removing their late venerable and greatly beloved Secretary, the 
Rev. Dr. Chnrch. They rejoice that through so long a life he was ena- 
bled to sustain numerous and unceasing labors in various departments 
of service in the miniidtry, and in the literary and benevolent institutions 
i>f our State and land. They rejoice in the example of devoted piety, 
£^eat self-denial, christian spirit, and consistent life, which he uniformly 
t'xhibited, and by which, lie bein<j dead, yet speaketh. They rejoice in 
^he full belief, that he fought a good fight, finished his course. Kept the 
faith, and lias gone to receive a crown of righteousness. The Associa- 
tion deeply sympathize with his bereaved family, his former flock, and 
the ministers and churches in general. They prav that God, who is 
admonishing them by this event, that he will soon call surviving minis- 



ters to their account, would make them faithful unto death, and that he 
would raise up many, who with the spirit, power and grace of that de- 
parted man of God, may live, labor and die, not as their own, but en- 
tirely as the Lord's. 

Voted, that this notice of Dr. Church be accepted, adopted, and enter- 
ed on the Minutes, — also, that it be published in the Christian Panoply. 

The committee, to take minutes on the narrative of the state of re- 
ligion, reported. The report was accepted and adopted. 

Voued, that the committee, appointed to revise the Standing Rules of 
this Association, report next year. 

The Association had a recess, to give place to the annual meeting 
of the N. H. Missionary Society, 

At the close of the recess, met and proceeded to business. 

Voted, that the Secretary, Moderator and Scribe, of this Association, 
be a committee to appoint delegates to the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, and also to the Congregational Union of Lower 
Canada, as thev may have opportunity. 

Voted, that tne thanks of this Association be presented to the Rev. £. 
D. Eldredse, and through him to the people of Hampton, for their hospi- 
tality on the present occasion. 

Tne Minutes of the last day were read. After prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Rood, the Association adjourned sine die, 

JONATHAN FRENCH, Moderator. 

Caleb B. Tracy, Scribe, 

Moaxt Kimball, AMistant Scribe. 



APPENDIX 



PASTORAL ADDRESS TO THE CHURCHES. 

The time has arrived, when the General Association of New Hamp* 
shire, in accordance with usage, at their aimual session, would again 
offer a few suggestions for the consideration of the churches in their con- 
nexion. In domg which, their object is to augment their pietv, promote 
their stability and call their attention to increased effort, for tne conver* 
sion, sanctincation and salvation of the impenitent within their borders. 

Christian Brethren ! — With this object in view, we enter upon the 
service with the expectation that you will give us a hearing and that 
our suggestions, made as we trust, in the spirit of Christian kindness, 
will be received by you in the same spirit. 

We would therefore call your attention to your heart — to the subject of 
heart religion ; the cultivation of which should be regarded as of special 
importance by every Christian. The religion of the heart, experimental, 
vital religion, is the very basis of all moral goodnesss and moral excel- 
lence in man. This subject, we fear, has not, for a season past, receiv- 
ed that attention from uhristians generally, which its importance de- 
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mands. That it has been too much neglected — that there has been n 
relapse from that elevated standard of piety which characterized the 
Lord's disciples in former times ; and hence the religion of the present 
day instead of having a strong and firm hold upon the heart, accompani-' 
ed with growing spirituality of mind, lies too much on the surface and 
consists too much in a religion merely of the head ; and seems not to be 
of a character, which makes Christians strong in the Lord and prompts 
to steady and vigorous and healthy action in his service. We would 
urge upon you a faithful attention to this topic, so intimately connected 
with your spiritual improvement, your usefulness and your enjoyment. 

And as a legitimate result of heart religion — a growing piety, is a well 
regulated and exemphry life. We exhort you, then, to look carefully to 
your course of life, as having a most prominent bearing upon the good 
or the evil which you may do — the weal or the woe which you may oc- 
(*asion. '^ By their fruits,^* said Jesus Christ, of his disciples, '* shall yc 
knotv them/* The Christianas course of life, or the fruit he bears, is a 
correct test of Christian character. Example has a most powerful effect 
t>ither for or against the cause of the Redeemer — a cause which every 
Christian and at all times should strive to promote. 

But let it be remembered that example and influence go together. If 
the former is not such as accords with the divine requisition, " Let vour 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glori- 
fy your Father which is in heaven' —the latter will be of like character. 
The Christianas iniluence will be in accordance with his example or 
**ourse of life. Christians are the Lord's witnesses in the present world: 
and such should be their life, at all times and under all circumstancey. 
whether at home or abroad, as to bear decisive testimony for Christ- 
recommend his religion and Imve their conversation such as becometh 
his gospel. We feel, brellireii, that there is special need for all who have 
named the name of Christ to jjive good heed to this particular ; as we 
apprehend, the unholy life of many of the Lord's professed followers, has 
been productive of evils, the magnitude and extent of which cannot be 
measured in time. Great circumspection is demanded of the representa- 
tives of the Lord, to whom he has committed in solemn charge the mo- 
mentous business of reclaiming, with his blessing, this apostate world to 
himself. Let your life — your example be such as shall evince to others 
the realitv of your piety, your union to Christ and likeness to him — such 
as that all your influence shall be brought to bear with a directness and 
with effect upon the accomplishment of that object. 

And then, brethren, the spirit of brotherly We, an important item 
as evidential of the reality of^your heavenly calling — your new birth — 
the possession of experimental religion ; we would affectionately urge 
upon your consideration a special attention to this subject. Brotherly 
love— Christian affection. It is emphatically the spirit of Christ. As we 
are assured, that ** if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his-" And how many of his professed friends and followers present 
but doubtful evidence of their real union to him, resulting, it may be fear- 
ihI, from a deficiency or destitution of the exercise of that holy, heavenly 
affection ! The exercise of which seems most obviously to be demanded 
of the Lord's disciples in view of the fact they are all parts of one body, 
and there should be no schism in the body, but all should be knit toffeth- 
er in love ; are all members of one family and thus sustain a special and 
most interesting relation to each otlier. Christians should cultivate such 
a spirit and exercise such love, not only for their personal profit, but to 
exemplify the reality of their disciplesnip in practical life. Thus doing 
they would most effectually wipe away the reproach of\en cast upon them 
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by wicked men— in the exhibition of strong Christian affection and thu^ 
would constrain them to exclaim^as others have done, ^^Behold how these 
Christians love one another !" The subject, we regard, brethren, to be 
of vast practical importance to the Christian church, as one which com- 
mends Itself at the present time, to the heart of every follower of Christ; 
in view of the indifference of men to vital religion, and the Christian in- 
fluence which should be brought to bear against ^nd to overcome it. 

As necessary to your process in holy living and in conformity to the 
great gospel Pattern set before you, you will find it both desirable and 
requisite to have and to maintam sound views of religious truth — the 
cardinal doctrines of the Bible, those tauffht and maintamed in the refor- 
mation; the influence of which upon the hearts of the Lord's disciples, in 
those perilous times, made them burning and shining lights. Sucn views 
of religious truth are indispensable to Christian strength— to the growth 
of that piety that shall bear its possessor up amid reverses which he may 
be called to meet and onward in his Master's service in flee of all oppo- 
sition. A religion of such a character Christians specially need. And 
it is probably owing mainly to the slender hold which Bible truth has 
bad and now has even upon the regenerate heart, that the standard of 
piety among Christians and in the churches has not been and is not of 
a more elevated character. Instead of " contending earnestly for the 
faith once delivered unto the saints," and cherishing a growing love for 
sound Christian doctrine, as sustenance adapted to the spiritual improve- 
ment of the spiritual man ; have we not good reason to apprehend that 
many of the Lord's professed followers, nave in a manner overlooked 
this matter, and rested, contentedly perhaps, in superficial views of gos- 
pel truth ? Hence the reason why a lucid and faithful exhibition of 
sound Christian doctrine does not meet with a ready and hearty re- 
sponse from a jportion of the church at the present day, and from those 
too of whom different things and better things ought to be hoped. With 
many, such exhibition of truth does not correspond with their feelings, 
nor accord with their wishes. It is in truth meat and meat adapted to 
the taste and wants of the growing Christian ; but it is meat too strong 
and highly seasoned for their appetite. And is it tru.e that such fastidi- 
ousness of taste with many in the church is created by and connected 
with a kind of disrelish for sound Christian doctrine? Brethren, we look 
upon this point as one of special importance to you, as intimately con- 
nected with your strength in the Lord, and your building up yourselves 
on a holy faith, and to which we exhort you to give good heed. 

Another topic allied to the preceding and to which we would call your 
attention, is the faithful reading and study of the Bible — the Christian's 
Book, and above all others, the Christian's Book. There is his food- 
food adapted to his wants as a Christian ; and the daily use of that food 
his necessities demand. His growth and strensi^th and usefulness as a 
Christian depend upon it. While it is a brilliant star to guide to 
Christ, it is a light to his feet and a lamp to his path to light up his way 
through a wilderness of sin, to the bliss of immortality. And yel we se- 
riously apprehend there is a very general and woful defect in the Chris- 
tian community in reference to the reading and study of the Bible. 
Other books, of various kinds and of various character, with which 
the present a^e literally abounds — attractive in appearance, easily read, 
the reading of which even by professed Christians — we fear has taken 
the place and occupied time which should have been appropriated to the 
reading and study of the written word of God. Hence ttie reason of the 
great deficiency in scriptural knowledge, both apparent and real in the 
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Christian church. True it is that much attention has been bestowed 
upon the study of the Scriptures in the Bible class and Sabbaih School, 
but let it be remembered tnat this by no means meets the case of the 
Christian community at lars^e ; for it is only a i)ortion and in many places 
a small portion of the church that has at anv time been connected with 
the Sabbath School and thus availed themselves of its special benefits 
and enjoyed its special blessings. 

See then, brethren, that the faithful study of the living Oracks of 
truth has your marked attention. Study them with humMe prayer to 
the heavenly Teacher, that you may ascertain what is the mind of the 
Spirit, that you may know the truth and understand the Scriptures, 
and thus have the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
and tliat under its constraining influence, "your path may be like that nf 
the just which shineth more and more unto the perfect daiy^ 

Brethren, we would place before you another topic, the legitimate re- 
sult of a warm hearted, vigorous piety — Christian e^rt put forth for the 
conversion of sinners. Genuine Christian principle must be followed by 
correspondent Christian action, as requisite to evince the possession of 
such principle. Christians should act for the conversion of sinners. 
While wc would urge upon you a faithful attention to your own spiritu- 
al improvement ; we would urge upon you the necessity of action for 
the salvation of others. The condition of sinners is sucn as needs your 
aid. And for vou to be consistent — warm hearted — whole hearted and 
heavenly minaed Christians, they will have your aid. And in propor- 
tion to the soundness and strength of your piety, will be your deaucs 
and your prayers and your action for their conversion. Kemember, 
brethren, that you, blessed with the peace of God in your hearts and the 
hope of eternal life, are not to live and act here for yourselves, sin^y 
and alone. The state of the sinner's soul, his moral condition, eub 
most urgently for your help. They must be converted, or lost. And 
they must be converted, with the blessing of GKnI, upon Christimn effovt. 
In oy ^one years there has been effort and mighty effort put forth for 
this object, and yet a vast amount of which, we tear, has not been Chris- 
tian effort, — the promptings of a heart burning with love to God and 
love to man. Hence it has proved abortive. Feel then, beloved brethren, 
as the Lord's freemen, that you have an immense work on your hands; 
and that, under God, you are responsible for its execution. The conver- 
sion of the multitudes around you on every side pressing their way widi 
fearful rapidity to endless perdition. Come then, brethren, up to this 
work of mercy, and this labor of love. And with one accord bring 
your mightest efforts to bear upon the accomplishment of that most de- 
sirable object. And let yoVir desires and prayers and action in their 
behalf be such as to evince, to all that they are desires and prayers and 
action, flowing forth from hearts moved by the spirit of Christ and (all 
of the love of Grod. 

** And now, brethren, we commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give an inheritance among 
all them, which are sanctified." 
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STANDING RULES 6f THE ASSOCIATION. 

1. Thif General Association shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of August on- 
naally ; tod he opened at 10 o'clock, A. M. by a Concio ad Clerum by a min- 
ister appointed by one of the District Associations in rotation. 

2. At the close of religious exercises, the preacher shall take the chair, and 
preside tQl a Moderator is chosen by ballot. 

8. A scribe and assistant scribe shall also be chosen by ballot. 

4. The Association shall be composed of the Secretary, the Treasurer, the 
Bfinister of the place of the meeting, and delegates from District AssociatioUH, 
according to the following ratio of representation, viz. — One from every Associ- 
atioo, two from every Association of seven members, three from every Associa- 
tion of thirteen members, and four from every Association of twenty members. 
No minister shall be coumed or represented in two Associations. 

5. The Secretary shall receive the certificates of the delegates, and report 
the names of those duly appointed, before the choice of a moderator. 

6. The meeting shall be daily opened and closed with prayer. 

7. The Secretary shall previously prepare a docket of business, which may 
afUrwards be enlarged as occasion shall require. 

8. A committee of three shall be early chosen by ballot, who shall nominate 
delegates to Foreign Bodies, and all committees to whom business or subjects 
shall be referred, for them to report thereon. The acceptance of their nomina- 
tions shall confirm them as appointments. 

9. No motion shall be discussed unless seconded. No member shall speak 
more than twice to the same motion, without liberty from the Association ; nor 
shall the moderator, while in the chair, speak to the merits of a question. Any 
motion or resolution, at the request of the moderator, shall be written. 

10. Seven membere shall be a quorum. No member shall retire without 
leave of the moderator, or have leave of absence without a vote of the Associa- 
tion. 

11. It shall be the duty of the moderator to prevent desultory remarks. 

IS. At the opening of the morning session, the minutes of the preceding day 
shall be read ; and the minutes of tho last day at the close of the meeting. 

13. The appointment of delegates to corresponding bodies shall be ccrtilied 
by the printed minutes, or by a certificate from the Secretary. 

14. The narratives of the state of religion in our churches and corresponding; 
bodies shall be written and brief, so that they con be given, in ordinary ^ases, on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

15. The District Associations shall annually present the schedules of their 
churches, ministere settled and unsettled, the number of their churches, Slc. 
and the number of young men under twenty-five years of age, and the number 
who are preparing for the ministry in each church. 

16. \ condensed narrative of the state of religion in eoch Association shall be 
prepared, and reported by a committee. 

17. The schedules and narratives of religion shall 'he lodged with tlie Secre- 
tary, to be kept on file. 

18. The publishing committee shall see that the minutes, as soon as printed, 
are sent to delegates to other bodies, and a copy sent by mail to every member 
of the District Associations. . 

19. This Association shall, as far as practicable, meet alternately in the east- 
ern and western sections of the State. 

20. These Rules shall be read at the opening of every annual meeting. 
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NARRATITE OF THE STATE OF RELIGIOIT. 

From the Narratives given to the General Association the present 
year, it appears that the state of religion in the diarches is unusually 
animating and cheering. The refreshing rain of the Spirit has fallen 
upon many of them with great power, and the moral and religious as- 
pect of nearly all is encouraging. ' There is a spirit of union and har- 
mony prevailing ; and Christians — wearied with the exciting, agitating 
movements which have, to some extent heretofore divided their coun- 
sels — arc disposed again to unite their efforts in the common cause of 
uur Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the Eastern portion of the State, and especially within the limits 
of the Piscataqua Association, there haveheen revivals of unusual ex- 
tent and power. Never since the days of Whitefield, in Portsmouth, 
and not since its first settlement in Ik)ver, has such a pervading and 
absorbing Divine influence been enjoyed. To the first church m the 
latter place 90, and to the North cuurch in the former place 80 are re- 
ported as having been already received. The towns of Somerswortb, 
Kochester, Hampton and Exeter, have also shared in these blessings. 

There is good evidence also that other portions of our Zion have not 
been forsaken of God. Precious tokens of his favor have been enjoyed 
by some churches in most of the Associations. Twenty-eight churches, 
in all, are represented to have been blessed with revivals during the 
year ; and in connexion, two of the most important Academies in the 
Stale, Exeter and Union Academies, have been especially visited with 
divine mercies. In the latter, thirty of the youth are thought to have 
passed from death unto life. The other towns in which revivals have 
occurred are, Francestown, New Boston, Mount Vernon, the two church- 
es in Nashua, Hollis, Hinsdale, Fitzwilliam, Keene, Claremont, Wash- 
ington, Leiijpster first church, Lebanon, West church in Plainfield, East 
Hanover, North Wolf borough, Tamworth, Meredith Bridge, Northfield, 
Nottingham, Milton and Wakefield. To all the churches reported, 1096 
Jiave been added the past year. The whole number of communicants, 
so far as ascertained from the statistics from 124 churches, is 17,675. 

In these revivals, errorists have been converted; the intemperate 
refurmed, and men who have grown old in sin, as well as little children, 
have been gathered into the church. It is worthy of notice, that in one 
church, a revival commenced immediately on the revival of church dis- 
t'ipline. 27 had been suspended for disorderly walk. In connexion 
with these revivals, are re])orted the organization of three new churches; 
two of them on ground where churches, which once existed, had become 
extinct. 

We have to notice the affecting visitation of God, in removing two of 
our brethren in the ministry by death. One, the Rev. Mr. Case, of 
Kingston, when he had uist been admitted to the embraces of a kind 
people, as their pastor; the other, the Rev. Dr. Church, of Pelham, one 
of the founders of the General Association, and of the benevolent socie- 
ties of the State. In their departure, we are admonished to work while 
it is day. 

Contributions for benevolent objects have, notwithstanding the em- 
barrassments experienced by many of our church members, fully equal- 
led, and in some insi.'nces, considerally exceeded those of the few past 
years. The returns i regard to temperance, exhibit the cause m a 
more favorable aspci t than for some years. Except in afew cases, it in 
represented as making rapid progress. 
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Sabbath schools are sustained in most of the dmrches, with contin- 
ued interest and success. From fkie school, twelve have been received 
to the bosom ol the church. Maternal Associations are receiving more 
attention than heretofore, and increasing in number. Many new houses 
of worship have been erected ; and in some instances, very great sacri- 
fices have been made by feeble churches to find an Habitation for God. 

Two of the Associations report special interest in the subject of com- 
mon school education ; and within their limits, a society has been form- 
ed for the promotion of this cause. Dartmouth College continues to 
prosper, and the Theological Seminary at Gilmanton, is gaining upon 
the affections and patronage of the community. 

From neither Assembly of the Presbyterian church, has any report 
been received. Delegates from Massachusetts and Vermont also failed 
of being present. From Connecticut, we rejoice to learn that God has 
been present, as in the days of the fathers. Wherever the Pilgrims 
have gone, there the Spirit oflGod is present with their descendants. 
In an Association of sixteen churches, ten have been blessed with re- 
vivals- In these ten churches, are numbered seven hundred hopeful 
'conversions. And it is gratifying to add, that in the effusions of the 
Spirit, Yale College has shared. The churches are returning to their 
former attachments in regard to a permanent ministry. And benevo- 
lent contributions are increasing. 

The General Conference of Maine comprises 142 ministers, 200 
churches, and 16,000 communicants. From 50 to 60 churches have been 
visited with powerful, and some of them extensive revivals. In Port* 
land alone, 1000 converts are reckoned; in Bangor, 700, and in Bruns- 
wick, 500. Among the instrumentalities by which these revivals were 
promoted, the distribution of the American Tract Society's bound vol- 
umes is referred to. 

In the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island, consisting of 15 
churches, some revivals have been experienced; and intemperance, 
which has been a grand impediment to their sacred enterprises, is be- 
ginning to cease. 

From the Congregational Union, of England and Wales, it is grat- 
ifying to receive Christian salutations, and to hear of the introduction 
or Puritan revivals in their churches. We cordially respond to the kind 
feeling and desire for fraternal intercourse, expressed in the letter re- 
ceived from them. 

The epistle of our brethren in Canada, also receives a hearty wel- 
come. It gives us much pleasure to hear of their organization for 
the promotion of religion and morals in that province. 

In reviewing the divine dealings with us the past year, we find much 
occasion to praise God. The prospect opening before the churches, i.s 
cheering, and calls for deep and solemn expressions of gratitude. We 
would unite, and call on all the churches we represent, to unite with 
us in exclaiming, '^ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name, give glory, for thy mercy and thy truth's sake. The Lord hath 
been mindful of us : he will bless us. Israel, trust thou in the Lord; 
he is your help and your shield." 

In behalf of the Committee^^ 

DANIEL LANCASTER. 
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RECAPITULATION. 



^MO. 


CU, 


Min. 


Com. 


Add. 


Rtmov. 


Bap. 


Caledonia 


4 


3 


243 


41 


10 


27 


Deerfield 


18 


17 


2095 


106 


60 


65 


Derry 


13 


^, 


1383 


•42 


41 


-29 


Harmony 


22 


12" 


1443 


114 


34 


8a. 


Hopkinton 


19 


16 


22:5 


82 


83 


58, 


Hollip 


13 


12 


1846 


99 


84 


64i 


Lanciiister 


4 


3 


154 


9 


6 


7 


Orange 


No 


report 










Moni^n^ck 


20 


18 


1285 


89 


27 


52 


Piscataqua 


21 


20 


2357 


303 


130 


199 


Sullivan 


14 


11 


1262 


107 


57 


49 


Union 


16 


15 


2307 


107 


60 


lOS 



N. B. The incomplete returns from many churches produces 
great variations in the statistics from year to year. Will not the 
Associations give more particular attention to this subject ? 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



The General Assodatian of N. H. — In account with A, Bumham, 
Dr. for the year 1839. 

To balance against Association last From Hopkinton Asso. 

year, $20,00 " Lancaster 

To paid out for Printer's bill, 31,33 



$52,33 



(I 
<( 
<i 
(I 

« 

(( 
tt 
(I 



Harmony 

Union 

Caledonia 

Deerfield 

Hollis 

Sullivan 

Piscataqua 

Monadnock 

Derry 

Orange 



Treas. 
Cb. 

$12 ,0 
75 
9,00 
5,25 
2,25 
6,00 
9,00 
5,25 
7,50 
16,50 
6,00 
4,75 



$84,25 
Deduct expenditures 52,33 



Leaving in the Treasury $31,92 

I hereby certify, that I have examined and cast the account of Rev. A. 
Burnbam, Treasurer of General Association, and find it correct. 
Concord, Aug. 21, 1840. N. BOUTON. 




C3 
o 

08 



^ 

^ 



o 



o 
c 



C 

o 



s 

< 

^ S 

>^ as 



bf) 

c 

c 

< 



c 
o 
s 



«9 

.Si 

C 



Q 



^j 



OS 
oi S • • * 

r^ eeO PC 






4^. 






OEt (0 . .»— • 






• S CO • 



to 



o « ,1—1 



a> CO 



2|>«|^Spjas 



. CO 



VO pC^ H- 1 . 09 GTj 






0) 



CI . • . 

2^ • rt a a> « « 35'^ 

s . 



CO 



i>§SS5>> 



CO 

0/ 



* O) (0 * 






CO 



s 



o > 






• to VI -a 
H-t CO (A M 

pi^;^^^ 






-P5« £c3cSS 



GO 



S rt ?> 



PS ♦- 



PiS 



OS 
CO 
00 



00 
CO 
00 



* • tii 

^ tn tn 

5? Si « 






« CA W 

«n c/i (A 
Si «^ «3 



.r: €3 »£ rt K '-^ 



H . • . a^ • 
«" . a c3 *^ M 1^ 

^ PgPgQO , 

• • . 

• " — *« ti ^^ •-* *-• 

^ p[5 PC ^ o_ 

5 CO'W'W'CM OI CVJ W »- — 



c 
o 



c3 at 



a; 



o Sis ^ CS.2 £ ^^'sctfl 2 o S 



i 



3 



V D. 2 S Q O 

p^ <; »s <; o ;; 

'S »-a ^ K^i h-5 CO j^ 

goc;i ^ <^ ^ d!j ^ 

-S ;£^ « o- 3 3 o 



I ;z; i-i S 2 .-^ en 

ca c ;:; ?s< < ^ < 



G ^ O AZ* 



g c/: ;z; »-5 S -^ ^ 

»^ 3 O 









Ph^-^ 



c S A 

»-5 #ft ^-i 



§ «ai *i ^ «aj «ai *^ 

■^ 3 3 y 






. « •? ^ > C 



;z;i-i^ 



2 ^ ca5 c;i ^ cii «^ 
^3 ^J^ri-'^ 



9 
O 

o 

^ O 

1 -^ s 

O no e8 — 

^^ O N- O 

SS2 

35SC5 



C 



o •- c 




I 



3 2044 023 269 004 



